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1356 Labrosse
Existing Conditions:

The existing house located at 1356 Labrosse is believed to be the third oldest brick structure in Detroit.  It is believed to have been constructed in 1856 by William Murphy, a mason.
The house is currently vacant and has not been occupied in years as the interior is presently uninhabitable.

The architectural style for the house is Federalist which draws upon the work of Andrew Palladio and Thomas Jefferson.  The façade is in keeping with the Federalist theme of very flat and plan architectural facades without pilasters.  The only decorative work is the front door entry and the minimal dentils at the entablature at the front façade.  The rear façade had no dentils in its entablature.

The red, brick masonry is in fair to poor condition.  Many large cracks exist throughout the masonry, some areas have had partial collapse, such as areas in the rear elevation along the grade and the top of the masonry wall at the front elevation, at the southwest corner of the house.

The windows are unfortunately mostly missing the original sashes.  Two lower sashes on the 2nd Floor, front elevation are all that remain on the important street elevation.  A new window was poorly cut in on the west elevation and is not in keeping with the other windows on the house.  The existing window inventory on Sheet A5.00 details the condition of the various window openings.
The roof is keeping the house mostly dry at the present, but the attic roof structure suffered fire damage at one point.  All the roof rafters had extensive charring and all the rafters have been sistered with a new 2x member to provide the missing strength of the original wood member that was burned.  A skylight was added very poorly on the rear roof of the house.

The original front step and entry to the house is completely missing and has been replaced by random pieces of stone and a metal grating step and platform.  The rear of the house is completely missing any steps to the two rear doors of the house.  At some point a “cellar entrance” was cut into the rear foundation and is not properly enclosed to keep out whether and vermin.
On a quirky historical note associated with the house, one of the residents of the house in the early 1930’s, at the same time Diego Rivera was creating his famed industrial mural at the Detroit Institute of Arts, is believe to be one of the “models” for the Hispanic characters which appear in the mural.  Family descendants of Antonio Martinez who lived in the house have this information in their oral family history.
