May 15, 2021

Petition to Boston- Edison Historic District Residents and Historic District Committee

We want to complete improvements on our new home without further interferences.

Carllisle and Isatou Whitfield Detroit, MI, United States

August of 2020, my wife and | (Carllise Whitfield) became the owners of the residence of 858 Edison St., Detroit, M|
48202. We started communicating with HDC (Historic District Committee) to begin repairs and improvements, however
we have experienced many obstacles from members of the community. A petition went around the neighborhood with
false information of the project from people who never spoke to us before spreading false narratives and knew of my
father (Charles Dixon) who lived and had ownership of the house since 2009. We received the home as our primary
residence, where we can safely raise our children. Our improvements will serve as a way for us to live in a safe (mold free
and lead free) home suitable for our family size while also maintaining the beauty of the District. We are not renovating
the home to rent out to anyone else for any purpose. When the inspectors comes out because of a com plaint they say
that basically most of my neighbors are making the complaints against our efforts. | feel that its because of the false
picture that was painted about our efforts to make the house safe and a home for my family to live, learn, and grow within
the community for the next 30 plus years. | grew up on Calvert and 12" which is around the corner. Where | came from
this is a dream come true for me. When | was a little boy | always said that | was going to live in this area someday. | could
have gotten a house anywhere but | bleed Detroit so living anywhere wouldn’t be the same for me and my family. We are
only seeking to share with you the truth about our intentions with the property and the renovations being

completed. Our sole purpose is to renovate our new home into a safe home for ourselves and our children without being
stopped by other community members due to false information being shared. | understand that some people like things
to stay the same but most of the time change is necessary to go further. You wouldn’t ask the doctor to do your hip

replacement the pieces from your old hip.
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We would like to share with you the details and photos of the property before the renovations, currently during the
renovations, and of our finished projected outcome.

We are asking for your signature to let the Historic District Committee know that you have seen proof of our intentions and

you have no problem with us improving our home as any other resident in the District should be able to. We will share this
Petition with the Historic District Committee.
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