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THE GIVENS FAMILY 



1946 | Estelle Gable 
1953 | George & Evelyn S Rapp

1958 | Donovan H. Givens 
1964 | Donovan H. Givens
1968 | Donovan H Givens, Jr. 
1972 | Mrs. Lilian Givens
1973 | Donovan H Givens Jr. 

1946 - Art Moderne home was built and completed.  Estelle 
Gable was original owner

1958 - Dr. Donovan H. Givens was married to Lilian Givens. 
Dr. Givens moved family into 1948 Chicago Blvd in 1958. 

Donovan H. Givens was born in 1899 in Indianapolis, Indiana 
and a graduate of Indiana University.  He was a member of 
the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity - Alpha Chapter in 1919.  

After leaving Indiana University, Dr. Givens lived in 
Indianapolis. He practiced in Chicago for four years and 
eventually settled in Detroit in 1929.  Dr. Givens lived and 
operated his family practice at 3453 Charlevoix Avenue before 
moving his family to Boston Edison to 1948 Chicago Blvd. as 
his primary residence in 1958. 

Dr. Givens and his wife had two children in Detroit 

1. Dr. Donovan Givens Jr.
2. Betty Givens 

Indianapolis

Detroit



Fig. B | Dr. Givens only daughter Betty was married to 
Detroits first African American City Councelor
William T. Patrick Jr. 

Fig. A  | Dr. Donovan Givens and Lilian Givens.  Lilian Givens was from Xenia, Ohio. Photo 
courtesy of Linda Givens. Fig. C | Indiana University Medical School 

listing.  Donovan Givens was listed as a 
“Second Year” student. 



Fig. C C | Indiana University Medical School  listing.  Dr. Donovan H. Givens was listed as member of Kappa Alpha Psi



Fig. C | Dr. Donovan Givens Jr. celebrates his recent nuptuals with his bride. This photo was taken in the backyard of 1948 Chicago Blvd. 



Fig. D |  Donna Givens is the Executive Director of the Eastside Community Network describes her experience at 1948 Chicago.  Her grandfather was 
Dr. Donovan Givens and Grandmother Lilian Givens



Fig. E |  Conversations w/ Linda Givens 



1948 CHICAGO BLVD 



CHICAGO BLVD
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New Roof Profile w/ Internal 
Gutters & Roof Drains

EXISTING AERIAL VIEW

EXISTING
FLAT ROOF

REMOVE EXISTING PINE 
SPECIES & GRIND STUMP. ENLARGED SITE PLAN

* NEW  
ADDITION
*

E. FACADE

 N. FACADE

S. FACADE

REPAIR & 
RESTORE 
EXISTING
RAILING

REPAIR
EXISTING 
TIERD 
BRICK
PLANTER. 

ORIGINAL
DESIGN 
DID NOT 
HAVE 
PLANTER.

SEE 1974
HISTORIC 
PHOTOS



HISTORIC PHOTOS



SOUTH ELEVATION - 1974 HISTORIC VIEW FROM CHICAGO BLVD. 



SOUTH ELEVATION - 1974 HISTORIC VIEW FROM CHICAGO BLVD. 



SOUTH (STREET VIEW) ELEVATION - 1980 HISTORIC PHOTO 



SOUTH (STREET VIEW) ELEVATION ENLARGED - 1980 HISTORIC PHOTO



EAST ELEVATION 



EAST ELEVATION 

4

4

3

2

New exterior wood door w/ 
dual porthole windows.  

New Sill Height 
Existing Height 

1

1
East Elevation will have (9) total windows replaced. Of the nine 
windows and (1) door, only (3) windows can be verified as original 
to the home. 

W-1 & W-2 are Glass block windows. They will be replaced with 
new glass block in the same size.  (2) W-3 and (2) W-4 are 
currently double hung windows and will be replced with Aluminum 
Clad Casement windows from Anderson (E-Series). 

W-1

W-2

W-2

2

3

Demo existing planter, repour 
concrete footing and restack w/ 
matching brick. 

W-3 W-3

Image | Fig. 1Image | Fig. 2,3Image | Fig. 4

W-4

W-4

W-4

Existing railing is the original 
railing. It will be restored. 

Existing door opening will be 
bricked in and closed. 

14

14



1946 | One Car Garage 
Originally a garage constructed w/ 
concrete block, steel members & 
joists. 

The original home included a  
bedroom above the garage.   

Today, hidden inside a doorway 
in the basement are the 
concrete stairs that once led 
up to the garage. The stair was 
abandoned and the garage has 
been transformed into a flexible 
entertainment space. 

According to Elizabeth Givens, 
granddaugher of Dr. Givens Sr. 
the “Piano Room”, was home to 
their grandmothers Baby Grand 
piano.  She described the home 
as a space decorated by interior 
consultants from Hudsons 
department store in downtown 
Detroit.  

The grandchildren of Dr. Givens 
have wonderful memories about 
1948 Chicago and were very 
specific, including an alleged 
rumor that the homes original 
architect committed suicide in the 
garage shortly after completing 
the project in the early 40’s. The 
tradgedy, as expected triggered 
the immidate renovation from 
garage to rumpus room.
  

Original home 
had one car 
garage.  

The original 
garage 
opening left 
the steel 
lintel in place. 

It will get 
removed. Original 

Glass Block

Fig. 1 |  East Facade (Former Garage)

FIG. 1

FIG. 2

W-2

W-4

W-4

FIG. 3

FIG. 4



W-1

SIZE: 8”x 27”
MATERIAL: Glass Block
ORIGINAL ARCH: Yes

SOLUTION:Replace existing Glass Block 
w/ new (7.75” x 7.75”) Clear Pattern 
Glass Block

W-3

SIZE: Varies
EXISTING MATERIAL: Glass Block
EXISTING WINDOWS: Not Original 

SOLUTION: 

The existing glass block currently 
installed is NOT original to the home 
according to the 1974 Historic Boston 
Ediston Photo.  

We propose a historic preservation 
retrofit with Anderson Windows. 
Anderson’s E-Series are advertised 
as an architectural low-profile 
solution for this style of home. We will 
remove exising glass block and spec 
the original window to casem.ent

W-2

SIZE: 24”x 40”
EXISTING MATERIAL: Glass Block
ORIGINAL ARCH: Yes

SOLUTION: Replace existing Glass Block 
w/ new (7.75” x 7.75”) Clear Pattern 
Glass Block

Photo Diagram

7-3/4” x 7-3/4” x 3.8”  Clear 
Glass Pattern Block or Approved 
Alternate 

Operable Metal Casement
Windows

Single Pain Glass

Historical Preservation 
Retrofit

3’-4”

Anderson Aluminum 
Exterior Clad E-Series 

Casement w/ Latest 
window technology and 

energy efficient glass. 

7-3/4” x 7-3/4” x 3.8”  Clear 
Glass Pattern Block or Approved 
Alternate 

1974 Historic Image

1974 Historic Image

2020 

25”

V.I.F

4’
-6

”

1/2” BATTEN

3-1/16” FRAME 
WIDTH

Window Symbol

25”

See Fig. 3 for existing
windows that replaced 
the original metal casement

OPERABLE 
TRANSOM

1’-4”

VIF



Fig. 2 |  Looking SW at East Facade (Former Rear Entry)

The 1974 Boston Edison Historic Photo 
show these windows with glass block and 
are original to the home. 

Fig. 3 |  Historic 1974 Boston Edison photo references existing glass    
block windows on 2nd Floor with metal railing and fabric canopy struc-
ture. 

On the first floor are long rectangular metal windows w/ upper transom 
and horizontal battens. Glass Block is not original to home according to historic photos

EAST ELEVATION PHOTOS REAR 



Fig. 3A |  Today, the windows have been replaced with glass block. See 
window type (W-3) for more informaton

Fig. 5 |  Looking west at East facing facade - Front entry area. 

EAST ELEVATION EXISTING PHOTOS

Existing 
Planter is not 
original. 

Bricks do not 
match. 

See Fig.  7 
for historic 
image of front 
porch.

Remove  
overhang 
and repair 
framing. 
Reroof and 
clad w/ metal 
paneling 
to match 
windows.



STREET “SOUTH” ELEVATION 



STREET “SOUTH” ELEVATION 

Existing planter foundation has 
deteriorated and will need to be 
replaced.  Existing planter bricks 
are not original to home. Repair 
includes new footing, restacking 
w/ matching brick, and stone cap. 

6

The original 1946 Art Moderne home has 
unique features that would have taken a 
very simple yet “streamline” approach to 

its style - including the windows. 

The homes existing windows would have 
been metal casement with a transom 
above and horizontal battens. When the 
home was built in 1946, it would NOT have 

had a South facing 2nd floor Sunroom.  

The Sunroom and its 180 
degree circle of windows 
would have been added 

between 1950 - 1960. 

Vinyl windows were not 
introduced to residential 

7

8

Porthole Window front door would 
have been original to the home.  
We propose to reintroduce this 
chic door style back to home

Photo | Fig. 6Image | Fig. 7Image | Fig.  8,10

W-3

W-5

Proposed Sill Height 
Current Sill Add (3) Brick Courses

Match Sill 

5

6

8

This glass block is original 
to this home.  We propose 
to replace dated glass block 
with new glass block and 
mortar

Existing vinyl windows sit below 
desk height. We propose to add 
3-courses of matching brick to 
align with top of existing stone 
sills. 

5

7

W-6

W-5

Sunroom
(5) 5’ x 4’8” Casements

(2) 5’x 3’Casements

W-5

14



Fig.  6 |  South Facade (Street View). See 1974 and 1980 Historic Photos
Planters were constructed between 1975-1979
Repair existing entry awning w/ metal composite



Historic/Existing Style Original- Diagram Historical Preservation 
Retrofit

W-4

SIZE: Varies
EXISTING MATERIAL: Vinyl Clad Windows
EXISTING WINDOWS: Not Original 

SOLUTION: 

The existing sunroom vinyl windows are NOT 
original to home.  The 2nd floor sunroom was 
added before 1974, as the sunroom appears in 
the 1974 Boston Ediston historic photo. Interior 
photos of the space provide clear evidence that 
the sunroom was originally an outdoor porch. 

We propose a historic preservation retrofit 
with Anderson Windows. Their E-Series are 
Andersons architectural low profile solution for 
this style of home. 

Sliding Vinyl Window

Metal Panel Anderson Aluminum 
Exterior Clad E-Series 

Casement w/ Latest 
window technology and 

energy efficient glass. 

2020 

5’

1/2” 
BATTEN

3-1/16” 
FRAME 
WIDTH

1’-4”

W-5

SIZE: Varies
EXISTING MATERIAL: Vinyl - Sliding 
EXISTING WINDOWS: Not Original 

SOLUTION: 

The existing vinyl sliding/casement 
windows are NOT original to the home.  The 
windows were installed after 1980.  Metal 
windows are shown in the 1974 and 1980 
Historic Boston Ediston Photo.  

We propose a historic preservation retrofit 
with Anderson Windows.  Anderson’s 
E-Series are advertised as an architectural 
low-profile solution for this style of home. 
We will remove exising vinyl and spec the 
original window to casement

1’-
4”

3’
-4

”

Operable Metal Casement
Windows

Single Pain Glass Anderson Aluminum 
Exterior Clad E-Series 

Casement w/ Latest 
window technology and 

energy efficient glass. 

2020
V.I.F

4’
-6

”

1/2” BATTEN

3-1/16” FRAME 
WIDTH

NON OPERABLE
TRANSOM

V.I.F. (VARIES)



1/2” 
BATTEN

Historic/Existing Style Original- Diagram Historical Preservation 
Retrofit

W-6

SIZE: 25” x 7’-6”
EXISTING MATERIAL: Glass Block (7
EXISTING WINDOW/S: Original 

SOLUTION: 

The existing glass block windows are 
original to the home.  The windows mortar 
has aged and is brittle. The glass block is 
now 74 years old and has shown signs of 
fogging and mild deterioration.  
 
We propose a historic preservation retrofit 
with glass block windows.  We want to be 
good stewards to the homes architecture 
and will not alter the size or original intent. 

7’-6”

25”

7’-
6”

25”

W-7

SIZE: 3’7 x 3’5” 
EXISTING MATERIAL: Vinyl - Double Hung
EXISTING WINDOWS: Not Original 

SOLUTION: 

The existing vinyl double hung windows 
are NOT original to the home.  The windows 
were installed after 1980.  Metal windows 
are shown in the 1974 and 1980 Historic 
Boston Ediston Photo.  

We propose a historic preservation retrofit 
with Anderson Windows.  Anderson’s 
E-Series are advertised as an architectural 
low-profile solution for this style of home. 
We will remove existing vinyl and specify 
the original style/proportions of window to 
aluminum casement 

7-3/4” x 7-3/4” x 3.8”  

3’-5”

3’-7”

EQ EQ

3’-7”

1/2” 
BATTEN

3’-5”



WINDOW DETAIL | ANDERSON E-SERIES



WINDOW DETAIL | ANDERSON E-SERIES



WINDOW DETAIL | ANDERSON E-SERIES



WINDOW DETAIL | ANDERSON E-SERIES



Fig. 7 |  Above: 1974 Boston Edison Photo shows a front porch with a arched edge,  but no raised 
planters. Right: Diagram shows where original porch location (in dashed).  

See Fig. 5,6 for additional images & views of brick planters

FRONT ENTRY PHOTOS 



SOUTH FACADE - 1ST & SECOND FLOOR

As an effort to keep with the homes important defining features we are proposing an alteration to the home.  The alteration 
involves the 2nd floor outdoor patio.  Shortly there after, the outdoor space was enclosed.  Historic photos from 1974 hightlight the 
enclosed space.  

We propose to add (3) courses of bricks to the 2nd Floor Sunroom. 

Our justification for the alteration is that the existing closed in Sunroom is not original and was not completed appropriatly or with 
consideration to window proportions and original style.  Our proposal will stack (3) courses of brick where currently the aluminum 
panel resides. The transition from seasonal space to temperatured controlled interior room is timely.  Our suggested retrofit 
preserves the homes character and corrects the enclosures original intent with a more thoughtful glazing system, heat gain 
protection, and finally attention to window proportions.

We feel our design will not diminish, but enhance the character of the historic art moderne architeture.  The addition of the 
courses of brick and new windows will further render the home viable in todays market by transforming a seasonal space into a 
funcitonal space for today’s family and sustainabilty 

Fig. 8  | (Left) Conceptual 
Rendering of Original 1946 
Outdoor Patio  

(Center) 2020 Photo  

(Right) Concept  w/  
Historic Retrofit Windows

add brick to bring windows to 
suitable proportions



INTERIOR PHOTOS | VIEW LOOKING SOUTH

Exsiting Conditons:

• Single Pane Glazing
• Installed between 

1958-1974

• Existing seals have 
deteriorated. Plastic 
frames have become 
brittle. 

• Existing interior space 
is non insulated. 
Existing glazing system 
life cycle has expired.

Stack new brick 
to bottom of existing
windows. Frame and insu-
late interior walls. 

**Note: New masonry
will match existing brick 
and mortar should match 
the original composition 
in color, texture, and 
tooling.

Fig. 9|  Above:  2020 Interior photo shows existing Sunroom.  To the left you can see the brick 
exterior wall that is now enclosed w/ 180 degree window view from the bow of the “boat”. The 
dashed white lines highlight the proposed new window proportions. 



MASONRY



Reference: 

National Park Service Preservation Briefs 1, 2, 6, 7, 15, 16, 22, 42, 47.

Recommended Masonry Treatments:

•      Clean masonry only when necessary to halt deterioration or to remove heavy
soiling. Use the gentlest means possible. Water and a natural bristle brush
may be sufficient.

• Carry out masonry surface cleaning after conducting tests on limited areas not
exposed to public view.

• Inspect painted masonry surfaces to determine whether repainting is necessary. Remove damaged paint only to 
the next sound layer with the gentlest means possible before repainting.

• The use of epoxies, stone consolidants and preservation mortars on spalling stone is acceptable so long as the 
patch matches the color, surface texture, reflectivity, finish, details, and other qualities of the original stone.

• When repointing masonry, the new mortar should match the original composition in color, texture, and tooling.



SOUTH FACADE - BEFORE/AFTER RENDERINGS

Fig. 10 |   Before vs. After Photo Comparison



NORTH “BACKYARD” ELEVATION 



NORTH ELEVATION - REAR ELEVATION

W-4 W-4

W-4

10

11

12Porthole window rear door would 
expand the homes character and 
reinforce “streamline” story. 

Image | Fig. 11Image | Fig. 12 

175 SQFT Brick Addition. 
See Fig. 11 

New exterior doors w/ upper 
transom and horizontal battons. 
Color to match Anderson black 
windows

9

9 910
W-7

11

12

Existing railing is the original 
railing. It will be restored and 
painted. 

7’-0”

14



NORTH ELEVATION PHOTO | VIEW LOOKING SOUTH

Fig. 11 |  The backyard of 1948 Chicago Blvd. - South Elevation

Add 175 sqft brick addition. 
Match brick, mortar, and tooling 
to existing brick of home. 

Remove deteriorated “corner” 
style vinyl windows and replace 
with similar casements.  

See (W-4) Window Style for 
details. 

Use a corner window in new 
addition to preserve balace & 
symmetry. 

Existing Glass Block is not 
original to home. 

Remove glass block and cut 
openings for exterior doors. 



NORTH ELEVATION PHOTO | VIEW LOOKING SOUTH

Fig. 12 |  The backyard of 1948 Chicago Blvd. -North  Elevation



WEST ELEVATION 



WEST ELEVATION 

W-5

W-5

W-4 W-4 W-4

13 175 SQFT Brick addition. 
See Fig. 11 

W-5

13

W-4

14 Repoint masonry in some areas. New mortar should 
match the original composition in color, texture, and 
tooling.

Carry out masonry surface cleaning after conducting 
tests on limited areas not exposed to public view.

14

Image | Fig. 13Image | Fig. 14



WEST ELEVATION PHOTO

Fig. 13 |  The sideyard of 1948 Chicago Blvd. -West Elevation

Fig. 14 |  The sideyard of 1948 Chicago Blvd. -West Elevation




