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STAFF REPORT 10-13-2021 REGULAR MEETING             PREPARED BY: A. PHILLIPS  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 21-7513 
ADDRESS: 2310 PARK AVENUE (AKA COLONY CLUB) 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: PARK AVENUE 
APPLICANT: TERRANCE E. ULCH II, AVER SIGN CO. 
PROPERTY OWNER: JIM FORBES, FORBES REALITY 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 8-26-2021 
DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 9-30-2021 
 
SCOPE: INSTALL PARAPET SIGNAGE AT NORTH FAÇADE 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The building located at 2310 Park Avenue, also known as the Colony Club, is a multi-story commercial structure 
constructed ca. 1928. The building is clad in limestone at the street level and red brick above street level. Limestone 
details accentuate the upper floors. The top of the building contains multiple levels, all with flat roofs. The footprint of the 
building extends to the sidewalk along Park Avenue and Montcalm Street, however, a surface parking lot exists adjacent 
to the north elevation along the W Fisher Service Drive. The Fox Theater parking structure is adjacent on the east 
elevation. 
 

 
2310 Park. View of south and west facades taken from Park Avenue looking northeast . Photo taken by HDC staff, September 30, 2021.     
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Google Satellite View.  
  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2310 Park. North elevation & location of proposed sign.      2310 Park. North elevation & location of proposed sign. 
Photo by HDC staff, September 30, 2021.      Photo by HDC staff, September 30, 2021. 

Location of 
proposed signage 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Per the submitted application, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval to install one (1) new parapet sign at 
the north elevation of the building. The proposed size of the sign is 34” H x 19’-4”. The sign is to be composed of 
individual channel letters which will be internally illuminated as well as halo-lit and mounted to an ACM (aluminum 
composite panel) which will be attached to the building. See attached application materials for additional details. 
 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 

• Park Avenue Historic District was designated in 2007. 
• The north façade of the building, on which the new signage is proposed to be located, faces a parking lot and the 

I-75/Fisher Fwy corridor. 
• The general environmental character of the historic district is an urban, commercial setting adjacent to the 

entertainment area with theaters and sports facilities directly to the east. 
• This project cannot be approved at the administrative level as it does not meet the Historic District Commission’s 

Signs and Awning Guidelines – specifically, it does not meet the size (not within the storefront), position (not 
located above the storefront opening), or illumination (internal illumination of individual letters) guidelines for 
signs mounted on buildings. 

 
Sanborn map of vicinity, ca 1950. 
 

                              
Sanborn map of vicinity, post 950. 

 
 
 

https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2018-12/Signs%20%26%20Awning%20Guidelines%20FINAL.pdf
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2018-12/Signs%20%26%20Awning%20Guidelines%20FINAL.pdf
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ISSUES   
• None 

 
RECOMMENDATION  

Section 21-2-78, Determinations of Historic District Commission 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposal to install new parapet signage at the north façade, as proposed,  should qualify 
for a Certificate of Appropriateness. Staff recommends that the Commission approve a COA for the proposed 
application, as it meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and the Park Avenue Elements of Design. 
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