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STAFF REPORT: 3/10/2021 MEETING     PREPARED BY: D. RIEDEN 
APPLICATION NUMBER: #21-7106 
ADDRESS: 550 FISKE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BERRY SUBDIVISION 
APPLICANT: CHARLES WILLIAMS 
PROPERTY OWNER: CHARLES WILLIAMS 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 01/28/2021 
DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 2/24/2021 

SCOPE: ERECT NEW GARAGE/ STORAGE STRUCTURE 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Built in 1960, this 2-story single-family house with attached garage stands midblock on two lots on Fiske Street, 
facing west.  The low-pitched, hipped-roof is accompanied by a large chimney, composed of light-grey bricks that 
wrap around the first floor of the home.  Black-shuttered windows punctuate the second story’s white clapboard siding 
and front elevation. The entry overhang features delicate, modern black-metal balustrade and matching columns. The 
property includes a fenced side lot, and consists mostly of an open lawn with periodic shade trees and evergreens.  

The owner purchased the property in March 2019.   As staff currently does not have access to some of the 
previous paper applications and approval letters, the Detroit Property Index is the only available information on 
the property.  This property has no previous HDC approved work, nor any violations. 

PROPOSAL 
The current owner provided an application, narrative, site photos, construction documents and material details for 
the following proposed work: construct a new 20’ x 25’ garage, with a 4” concrete pad, set back 3 feet from the 
rear (east) and side (north) property line. See also attached documents provided by the applicant.  No driveway or 
other site improvements are included because the proposed use for the garage is storage.  

Site Photo 1, by Staff February 24, 2021: (West) front side Site Photo 2 by Applicant: Garage site 
(North/East) side/rear. 
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Sanborn Map, Vol.8, P109, 1915. 1 

  

 
Aerial, May 2020 1 

 
 
  

Aerial of Parcel 19006294 and 19006293.  1 
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STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH 
 Upon receipt of the application, Staff requested the following details regarding the applicant’s proposed 

scope of work.   
o Show site plan details of any new additional pavement or gravel-way for the proposed garage. 
o Verify proposed siding material type, color and finish. 
o The applicant sent verification that there is no proposed additional pavement or gravel-way to the 

entrance of the garage.   
o The applicant verified that the proposed siding is white, vinyl siding. 

 The construction drawings show windows and exterior wall sconces at the doors, but the project narrative 
states that there will be no windows nor exterior lighting on the garage.  

 Staff visited the site on February 24, 2021. Staff photographed the property from the public right-of-way 
and observed the front (west) and sides (north and south) of the house.  (See staff photos enclosed)   

 The proposed location of the new garage is behind the house and aligned with the applicant’s neighbor’s 
garage immediately to the east. Because of this location and the garage being less than the maximum 
height allowed (15 ft) at 11 ½ feet, it would not be hardly visible to the public. 

 The proposed low pitch, hipped roof of the garage aligns in design, color and texture with the existing 
house’s roof.   

 The Timberline natural shadow charcoal Architectural shingles are appropriate material. 
 The orientation of the garage on the site has the main garage door facing south with the side door facing 

west, towards the house.  Thus, the roof’s ridgeline would be perpendicular to the house’s roof ridgeline. 
 The light-grey color siding and white doors match the existing color scheme of the house.  
 It is staff’s opinion with Hardie cladding, the materials, size, colors are appropriate for the existing context 

of the Berry Subdivision Historic District. 
 
 
ISSUES 
 Details on the construction drawing call out James Hardie siding with 8” reveal, which would be 

appropriate to the design of the house.  However, attached construction detailing shows a vinyl siding 
material.  Vinyl is not a historically appropriate material for the Berry Subdivision Historic District or this 
particular property.    

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
HDC staff recommends the Commission issue an approval for the below work items because they meet the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and conform to the Elements of Design for the Berry 
Subdivision Historic District: 
  
 Construct a new 20’ x 25’ garage, with a 4” concrete pad 

 
However, staff recommends the Commission issue a COA with the following conditions: 
 
 The applicant will provide manufacturer specifications with non-vinyl siding for HDC staff review 

and approval prior to an issued permit.  
 
 





























                              HBC 
I am submitting application for new garage construction, there is no 
garage in this space at the present time.  I have already sent photos 
where the garage will be built. The reason I am building the garage is 
because I don't have space for my lawn mower equipment, as well as 
lawn furniture and snow removal equipment. So basically the garage 
will be used specifically for storage.  The existing space where the 
garage will be built is a level surface with nothing but grass. There will 
be no windows in the garage there will be no external lighting on the 
structure there will be lighting on the interior of the garage 
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ARCHITECT

GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK

THE ADDITION OF A NEW SINGLE STORY ACCESSORY STORAGE STRUCTURE IN THE REAR

YARD.

BUILDING CODE INFORMATION

APPLICABLE CODES:

1. MICHIGAN RESIDENTIAL CODE 2015
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SITE AREA 9,000 S.F.

±.2 ACRES

MAX. LOT COVERAGE 35%

BUILDING LOT COVERAGE

           EXISTING RESIDENCE 1,240 S.F.

           PROPOSED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE                      500 S.F

PROPOSED TOTAL BUILDING LOT COVERAGE 1,740 S.F.

PROPOSED TOTAL LOT COVERAGE 19%

BUILDING SETBACKS (RESIDENCE)

FRONT        REQUIRED: 20 FEET

       EXISTING: ±31.7 FEET

SIDE        REQUIRED: 4 FEET

       EXISTING:   ±8.6 FEET

CUMULATIVE SIDE     REQUIRED: 14 FEET

       EXISTING: ±11.6 FEET

REAR        REQUIRED: 30 FEET

       EXISTING:  ±63.7 FEET

BUILDING SETBACKS (ACCESSORY STRUCTURE)

REAR REQUIRED: 3 FEET

PROPOSED: 3 FEET

SIDE: REQUIRED: 3 FEET

PROPOSED: 3 FEET

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE

MUST BE LOCATED IN REAR YARD
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A1.3

GARAGE PLAN
- NEW WORK

1939_A1.3_Garage_FirstFloorPlan
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FLOOR PLAN GENERAL NOTES:
1. ASSUMED SOIL CAPACITY IS 3,000#/SQ. FT.  THE CONTRACTOR

SHALL DETERMINE THE BEARING CAPACITY THROUGH

FIELD-TESTING.

2. EXTERIOR MASONRY WALLS DIMENSIONED TO FACE OF MASONRY.

EXTERIOR SIDED WALLS DIMENSIONED TO FACE OF SHEATHING

3. COORDINATE BUILT-IN FURNITURE, FINISHES, FIXTURES, TRIM, &

OTHER SIMILAR DETAILS w/ OWNER

4. ALL DOOR SIZES ARE LABEL IN FEET AND INCHES: 3080 = 3'-0" WIDE

x 8'-0" HIGH

5. UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE ON THE CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS,

LOCATE ALL DOORS MINIMUM 4" FROM ADJACENT WALL ON HINGE

SIDE.  IF CASING LARGER THEN 2 1/4" IS SELECTED, ADJUST AS

NECESSARY. IF DOORS ARE NOT LOCATED NEXT TO ADJACENT

WALL, CENTER ON SPACE THEY ENTER INTO

FLOOR PLAN KEY NOTES:

7'h O.H. DOOR w/ OPENER

INDICATES LINE OF O.H. DOOR ABOVE

POURED CONCRETE SLAB

DOOR AND FRAME AS SCHEDULED

WINDOW AND FRAME AS SCHEDULED

16" WIDE REINF. CONC. TRENCH FOOTING FROM 4" BELOW FINISH

FLOOR TO 42" MIN BELOW GRADE, SEE GENERAL NOTES THIS

SHEET & SECTION. FINAL DESIGN BY PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER.

4" CMU STARTER COURSE

25 YR ARCHITECTURAL SHINGLES

LINE OF NEW EXTERIOR WALL SHEATHING FACE BELOW

CONCRETE APRON; SLOPE TO GRADE

1-HR FIRE RESISTANCE RATED WALL PER AMERICAN WOOD

COUNCIL ASSEMBLY WS4-1.3 AS NOTED; SEE SECTION AND DETAIL

1

2

GARAGE PLAN - NEW WORK
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"

3

4

5

6

7

GARAGE FOUNDATION PLAN - NEW WORK
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"

GARAGE ROOF PLAN - NEW WORK
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"
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ROOF PLAN GENERAL NOTES:
1. PROVIDE CONTINUOUS RIDGE VENT AND/OR ROOF VENTS PER

MRC 2015; VENTS TO BE HIDDEN FROM STREET VIEW

2. ROOF CONTRACTOR SHALL INSPECT EXISTING ROOF STRUCTURE

AND FLASHING CONDITIONS FOR DEFICIENCIES AND REPAIR AND

REPLACE AS REQ. PER OWNER'S DIRECTION.

FRAMING GENERAL NOTES:

1. HEADERS FOR OPENINGS UP TO 6'-0" LONG SHALL BE MIN. (2) 2x8

AND BEAR ON (2) 2x4 BUILT-UP COLUMN AT EACH END U.O.N.

2. HEADERS FOR OPENINGS FROM 6'-0" TO 10'-0" SHALL BE MIN (2)

2x12 AND SHALL BEAR ON (3) 2x4 BUILT-UP COLUMNS AT EACH END

U.O.N.

3. SEALED DRAWINGS FOR PRE-ENGINEERED ROOF TRUSSES SHALL

BE AVAILABLE ONSITE AT THE TIME OF ROUGH-FRAMING

INSPECTION.

4. ALL FRAMING IN CONTACT WITH MASONRY SHALL BE M.R.T.

TREATED

5. LVL PROPERTIES:  E= 1,800,000 PSI, Fb= 2,400 PSI

6. MULTIPLE STUDS SHALL BE REQUIRED UNDER TRUSS GIRDER

BEARING POINTS - COORDINATE WITH TRUSS MANUFACTURER.

VERIFY ADDITIONAL HEADER SUPPORT WITH STRUCTURAL

ENGINEER IF REQUIRED.

12.02.20 BIDS/ PERMITS

N

N

11

1

12.18.20 ADDENDUM #1

1

1



FIN. SLAB

ELEV. 100'-0"

1'-0" O.H.

4
2

"
 
M

I
N

B
E

L
O

W
 
G

R
A

D
E

1
1

'
-
7

3

4

"

6

12

10

2

1

5

4

9

8

4

7

3

5

1

2

" TYP

1
1

"

3030 3030

6
'
-
8

"

11

8
'
-
4

"

1
1

"

7

1

4

"

3068

12

3

FIN. SLAB

ELEV. 100'-0"

4
2

"
 
M

I
N

B
E

L
O

W
 
G

R
A

D
E

13

9

1
1

"

5

1

2

" TYP

2

1

5

4

7

3

12

10

4

11

2

A3.2

8
'
-
4

"

1'-0" O.H.

1
1

"

7

1

4

"

1
1

'
-
7

3

4

"

12

3

FIN. SLAB

ELEV. 100'-0"

4
2

"
 
M

I
N

B
E

L
O

W
 
G

R
A

D
E

1
1

"

5

1

2

" TYP

S

L

O

P

E

 
3

:
1

2

2

1

5

4

7

3

12

10

4

11

2

A3.2

8
'
-
4

"

1'-0" O.H.

1
1

"

7

1

4

"

1
1

'
-
7

3

4

"

FIN. SLAB

ELEV. 100'-0"

4
2

"
 
M

I
N

B
E

L
O

W
 
G

R
A

D
E

1
1

"

5

1

2

" TYP

2

1

7

3

12

10

4

11

5

4

8
'
-
4

"

1'-0" O.H.

1
1

"

7

1

4

"

1
1

'
-
7

3

4

"

12

3

A2.2

 GARAGE
EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

1939_A2-3_GarageExtElevations.dwg

RILEY L. RINNAN

KEVIN J. CROSBY

NORTH ELEVATION
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"

EAST ELEVATION
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"

SOUTH ELEVATION
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"

WEST ELEVATION
SCALE:  1/4"=1'-0"

1. ALL FINISH/ TRIM SUPPLIERS SHALL SUBMIT

SHOP DRAWINGS OR SAMPLES OF ALL FINISH

MATERIALS FOR APPROVAL BY OWNER/

ARCHITECT PRIOR TO ORDERING.

2. ALL CUT ENDS OR DRILLED LUMBER SHALL BE

REPAIRED WITH SEALER.

3. PROVIDE 1x_ BLOCKING BEHIND ALL WALL

MOUNTED ITEMS; VERIFY SIZES.

GENERAL ELEVATION NOTES:

EXTERIOR ELEVATION KEY NOTES:

INDICATES LINE OF GRADE

INDICATES LINE OF NEW TRENCH FOOTING TO

MIN 3'-6" BELOW FINISHED GRADE

4" CMU STARTER COURSE

1x_ TRIM BOARD; MRT, PAINT.

1x_ TRIM; TYP. PAINT.

DOOR & FRAME; PAINT.

JAMES HARDIE SIDING w/ 8" REVEAL; COLOR TBD

BY OWNER

WINDOW AND FRAME

EXTERIOR WALL SCONCE AS SELECTED BY

OWNER

1x8 MRT WD. FASCIA BD; PRIME & PAINT

CONTINUOUS PRE-FINISHED SEAMLESS ALUM.

GUTTER SYSTEM w/ DOWN SPOUTS

ARCHITECTURAL SHINGLES ON NEW

CONSTRUCTION; SEE ROOF PLAN

7'h O.H. DOOR w/ OPENER
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AND  HOLD  HARMLESS  STUDIO  DETROIT  OF ALL  EXPENSES,
CLAIMS  AND/OR  LIABILITY  RESULTING  FROM  SUCH
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WILLIAMS RESIDENCE ADDITION
550 FISKE FISKE DR
DETROIT, MI 48214

CHARLES WILLIAMS

NOTE:

CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE AND INSTALL

CONTINUOUS ALUM. GUTTERS, DOWNSPOUTS AND

SPLASH BLOCKS IN APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS;

COORDINATE COLOR AND PROFILE SELECTION w/

OWNER
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B. SOFFIT

ELEV = ±108'-4"

B. TRUSS

ELEV = 108'-8"

13
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GRADE

(VARIES)

3
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12
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SEE PLAN

42" BELOW GRADE

17

NON-RATED WALLS

1-HR FIRE RESISTANCE

RATED WALLS

±
8
'
-
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"

1'-0"

1
1
'
-
8

1

4

"

4" CONCRETE SLAB

PRE-MANUFACTURED ROOF

TRUSSES 2'-0" O.C.

GARAGE DOOR & OVER HEAD TRACK

CONCRETE APRON

A3.2
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GARAGE SECTIONS

1939_A3.3_GarageSections.dwg

RILEY L. RINNAN

KEVIN J.CROSBY

WALL SECTION1

A3.2

SCALE: 1"=1'-0"

CONCRETE TRENCH FOOTING w/ #4 BARS 24" O.C. VERT. AND 24"

O.C. HORIZ.

CONTINUOUS PRE-FINISHED ALUMINUM FLASHING w/ DRIP EDGE

SLAB ON GRADE 4" CONCRETE SLAB ON 6 MIL. VAPOR BARRIER

ON 4" COMPACTED SAND BASE.

1/2" EXPANSION JOINT.

INDICATES LINE OF GRADE; PITCH AWAY FROM STRUCTURE

1/2" ANCHOR BOLT @ 32" O.C. 12" FROM CORNERS AND ENDS

2x4 MRT SILL PLATE w/ SILL SEALER

EXTERIOR NON- RATED WALL JAMES HARDIE SIDING w/ 8"

REVEAL (OR ALT. VINYL SIDING) ON AIR INFILTRATION BARRIER

ON 1/2" APA RATED SHEATHING ON 2x4 WD STUDS @ 16" O.C. ON

1/2" GYP. BD. (GYP. BD FINISH OPTIONAL. COORDINATE w/

OWNER)

1x_ TRIM BOARD; MRT, PAINT. COORDINATE w/ EXTERIOR

ELEVATIONS

2x4 DOUBLE TOP PLATE

CONTINUOUS PRE-FINISHED SEAMLESS ALUM. GUTTER SYSTEM

1x8 MRT WD. FASCIA BD; PRIME & PAINT

ROOFING 25 YR ARCHITECTURAL SHINGLES ON 15# FELT (TAPE)

ON 1/2" APA RATED SHEATHING - SEE ROOF PLAN

2x WD. BLOCKING/ FRAMING

PRE-FINISHED VENTED SOFFIT PANELS

PRE-MANUFACTURED ROOF TRUSSES @ 24" O.C.

EXTERIOR 1-HR RATED WALL JAMES HARDIE SIDING w/ 8"

REVEAL (ALT. VINYL SIDING) ON AIR INFILTRATION BARRIER ON

1/2" APA RATED SHEATHING ON 2x4 WD STUDS @ 16" O.C. w/

MINERAL WOOL INSULATION, 4 MIL VAPOR BARRIER AND 5/8"

TYPE X GYP. BD. AT INTERIOR FACE OF WALL; INSTALL PER

AMERICAN WOOD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY WS4-1.3; SEE

DESCRIPTION, THIS SHEET.
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WALL SECTION KEY NOTES:
(TYPICAL THIS SHEET ONLY)

BUILDING SECTION2

A3.2

SCALE: 1/2"=1'-0"

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

THIS  DOCUMENT  AND  THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED
THEREIN  IS  THE  SOLE  POSSESSION  OF STUDIO  DETROIT  AND
SHALL  NOT  BE ALTERED  OR MODIFIED  WITHOUT  THE
EXPRESS  WRITTEN  PERMISSION  OF STUDIO  DETROIT.   ANY
MODIFICATION  OR ALTERATION  THEREOF  SHALL  INDEMNIFY
AND  HOLD  HARMLESS  STUDIO  DETROIT  OF ALL  EXPENSES,
CLAIMS  AND/OR  LIABILITY  RESULTING  FROM  SUCH
MODIFICATIONS OR ALTERATIONS.

a2018 STUDIO DETROIT LLC

CLIENT

PROJECT

JOB NO.

SHEET

SHEET NO.

SEAL

CHECKED
DRAWN
FILE

ISSUED

DO NOT SCALE DRAWINGS

1939

WILLIAMS RESIDENCE ADDITION
550 FISKE FISKE DR
DETROIT, MI 48214

CHARLES WILLIAMS

12.02.20 BIDS/ PERMITS

17

1

1

1

12.18.20 ADDENDUM #1
1










	01_HDC Project Review Request
	05654 application 3
	05654 application 2
	05654 application 1

	02_Applicant Site Photos
	front
	front 2
	rear
	05654 photo land
	IMG-1804

	03_05654 letter to HDC
	04_1939-ADDENDUM #1-121820-Full Set
	1939-TS1.1_Coversheet-SITE PLAN
	1939_SP1-1_SitePlan-SHEET
	Sheets and Views
	SHEET
	AUTOCAD_NODE



	1939_A1-3_GarageFloorPlan-SHEET
	1939_A2-2_GarageExtElevations-SHEET
	Sheets and Views
	SHEET
	AUTOCAD_NODE



	1939_A3-2_GarageSections-SHEET

	05_Garage Specs
	550 Fiske Garage
	door specs
	shingle specs
	siding specs

	#21-7106_550 Fiske-Staff Report- Garage.pdf
	STAFF REPORT: 3/10/2021 MEETING             PREPARED BY: D. RIEDEN




