
STAFF REPORT 07-08-2020 REGULAR MEETING          PREPARED BY: A. PHILLIPS  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 20-6757 
ADDRESS: 867 EDISON STREET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BOSTON – EDISON 
APPLICANT: GEORGE BOGAERT, TUFF SHED INC. 
PROPERTY OWNER: KERRY PALMER 
DATE PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE: 06-12-2020 
STAFF SITE VISIT: 06-30-2020 
 
SCOPE: ERECT A NEW GARAGE AT EXISTING CONCRETE PAD 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The building located at 867 Edison Street is a 2½-story single-family residence constructed ca. 1910. The structure is 
clad in stucco on the first floor and wood clapboard siding on the second floor. The house features painted wood 
details as well as half-timbering in the gable ends of the dormer and porch. The front façade includes a centrally 
located main entrance off a partially covered front porch and a large centrally located dormer at the roof. The simple 
rectangular massing bumps out slightly at the rear elevation. The original wood windows are still intact and are 
highly detailed with multiple lite divisions. The multi-gabled roof is covered in dark gray dimensional asphalt 
shingles. A garage was once located at the rear corner of the lot and would have been accessed via the alley behind 
the house. 
 

 
Photo taken by HDC staff – June 30, 2020  

 
PROPOSAL 
With the current proposal, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval to construct a new 16’ x 20’ x 11’ 
detached garage (2x4 wood frame construction) on existing concrete pad per the attached drawings and 
application. Garage materials to include: 



• 3/8 SmartSide Exterior Vertical Groove Siding with a “cedar texture”. First coat of paint on the body of the 
garage to be “Tundra Frost” (white in color) and trim to be “Delicate White” (white in color). 

• 8’ x 7’ white raised panel overhead garage door located on alley (south) façade and accessed via the alley 
(color: white). 

• 3’-0” x 6’-8” steel pedestrian door located on the north end of the west façade off of the rear yard. The door 
will be a white/gray primed door which will be painted by the property owner (color unknown). 

• Gable roof to be 4:12 in pitch and covered in 3 tab asphalt shingles (color: Charcoal). A small vent is to be 
centered in the peak of the north and south roof gables. The vents are to be 12” x 12” white plastic louvered 
vents with screens. 

• (1) 3’ W x 2’ H vinyl slider window to be centered on the north elevation at 4’-2” above grade. 
• No electrical work or exterior lighting is included in this application. 

 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 

• Boston-Edison Historic District was designated in 1973. 
• The applicant states, “We welcome all recommendations from the staff to be compliant.” 
• A COA for the installation of the concrete pad and rat wall was issued on 5/16/2020 (#20-6713).    
• There is not currently a garage present on the property. The Sanborn Map from 1915 shows a small garage 

in southeast corner of the lot, however the Post-1950 Sanborn Map shows a larger garage at the southwest 
corner. 

• It is unknown by HDC Staff as to when the former garage located on the property was demolished. 
• The following work items appear to have been completed recently, however, there is no record of a COA 

being issued for the work. 
o New asphalt shingle roof 
o Windows replaced at the rear elevation including a slider window at the dormer and what appears to 

be fixed sashes at the upper-level sun porch. 
o New siding and trim (enclosed entire porch?) at the rear bump out. 

• A Building Permit was issued in August, 2019 for interior structural repairs at the basement of the existing 
house. 

 
ISSUES 

• It is staff’s opinion that the proposed vertical groove siding with cedar texture cladding material not only 
detracts from the historic character of the property but is not an appropriate material within this historic 
district as it is not compatible with the historic character of the property or the district. 

• Vinyl is not considered an appropriate material within this historic district and it is staff’s opinion that the 
material (vinyl) and operation (slider) of the proposed window will detract from the historic character of the 
site and the district. 

• In staff’s opinion, the paint colors proposed (white) do not complement the existing house but instead 
detract from the historic character of the property. The paint colors of the garage should complement the 
color scheme of the existing house. The associated color system for the property is Color System E.  

 
RECOMMENDATION  
It is staff’s opinion that the work proposed, other than the proposed cladding material, vinyl slider window, and paint 
color(s) retains and preserves the historic character of the building, its site, and setting. Staff therefore recommends 
that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness as the proposed work meets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
However, staff recommends that the Commission issue this Certificate of Appropriateness with the following 
conditions: 

• The cladding of the garage is to be a horizontal true lapped siding (not panelized) with a 4” – 6” reveal and 
smooth in finish. 

• The window is to be wood, aluminum-clad wood, or aluminum rather than vinyl and the operation of the 
window is to be 1/1 double-hung rather than a slider. 

• Paint color selections are to complement the existing house. 



• The applicant shall revise the submission to reflect the updated siding, window, and paint selections and 
submit to HDC staff for review and approval prior to pulling the building permit for the project. 
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867 Edison St
Detroit, MI 48202

16x20 Garage Proposal



Proposal

• Construct new 16’x20’x11’ detached garage on already approved 
concrete pad (Reference App# 20-6713)

• Material to be 2x4 construction with 3/8 Smart Side Exterior Vertical 
Groove Siding (See Specs Attached)

• Install 8x7 white raised panel garage door
• Install 3/0 x 6/8 Steel Entry Door
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