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6/20/23 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
Gary Brownell 
2108 Burns St. 
Detroit, MI  48214 
 
RE: Application Number 23-8391; 2108, 2120, 2146 Burns St.; Indian Village Historic District 
 
Dear Applicant, 
 
At the Regular Meeting that was held on June 14, 2023, the Detroit Historic District Commission (“DHDC”) reviewed the 
above-referenced application. Pursuant to Section 5(1) of the Michigan Local Historic District Act, as amended, being MCL 
399.205 (1) and Sections 21-2-73/21-2-78 of the 2019 Detroit City Code; the DHDC hereby issues a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (“COA”) for the following work, effective on June 20, 2023, as it meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation and the district’s Elements of Design: 
 

• Erect one accessory structure per the attached plans 
• Install landscaping, pool, cabana and other hardscape features per the attached plans 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness is issued with the following conditions: 

• The roof material of the proposed structure be asphalt. 
• The windows of the front elevation hallway more closely express the design, scale, and operation of the house at its 

front elevation. 
• HDC staff review the above changes for approval prior to implementation.  

 
Please retain this COA for your files and post it at the subject property until work is complete. It is important to note that 
approval by the DHDC does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable ordinances or statutes.  
If you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please contact staff at 313-224-1762 or hdc@detroitmi.gov. 
 
For the Commission: 

  
Daniel Rieden, Detroit Historic District Commission 



2108 Burns Summary 

Our request here is a small alteraƟon of our ongoing project that received HDC approval in May of 2021. 
The main six points of approval from the 2021 COA are included below for quick reference. There are 
two items we are requesƟng approval for that are in deviaƟon to the original approval: 

1) We have removed the carriage house as an intended use, and instead will use the previously 
allocated space as a workshop. In doing so, we have also made the decision to create a single 
building instead of two separate buildings as previously shown (and approved). To do so, a new 
hallway has been introduced connecƟng the two buildings. Nearly all elements of design on each 
building, material selecƟons and angles have remained the same to the original project that was 
unanimously approved. 

2) We have updated our landscaping plan in a few key areas pointed out in the original issued COA 
for compliance. 

The original COA did also call for a new color for the main house. However, that new color has been 
selected, submiƩed to the HDC for review, and a COA was issued in July of 2022. That new color will be 
incorporated into this construcƟon and is included in the 3D renderings shown below. 

  

Originally approved project elements for reference:  

• Install new paƟo with aƩached hot tub and fireplace  

• Install new pool with cabana and sunken lounge  

• Install landscape planƟngs, walking path and paƟo  

• Construct 2 parking space, parking lot with driveway  

• Construct new conservatory building, also called “four seasons room”  

• Construct carriage house with garage 

 

 

 

Gary Brownell 

Gabby Brown 

2108 Burns 



2108 Burns Avenue Detroit, Michigan 48214
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
MAY 8, 2023

2108 BURNS AVENUE

The City of Detroit Historic District Commission Hearing
for a new structure, pool, and landscaping at:

2108 Burns Avenue
Detroit, MI 48214

Three lots at the northeast corner of Burns Avenue & Kercheval 
Avenue

Property Owners:
Gary Brownell & Gabby Brown

Architect:
ad| |ROOM architecture + design
kevin@adroomarch.com

Project Description:
The proposed project includes no work to the existing residence.
Removal of an existing two car garage is included with this 
application. The garage is in disrepair and has structural damage 
due to a tree growing into the side of it, and years of water 
damage. 
To the east of the existing residence, a new one story, 1,748 SF, 
accessory structure is proposed.
Near the center of the rear yard, a new 270 SF open-air Cabana is 
proposed adjacent to a new in-ground pool. 
At the rear of the existing house, a new 560 SF raised patio is 
proposed.

Zoning = R1H

Lot size = 172.3’ x 200’ = 34,460 SF

Existing residence (no work) footprint = 1,092 SF



Proposed view from Kercheval Avenue
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Proposed view from rear yard / Burns Avenue
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Proposed view from rear yard
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



EXISTING CANOPY & PRECEDENT IMAGES
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2108 BURNS AVENUE

Existing Canopy at Entry Door Precedent Images



POOL SIDE GABLE END PRECEDENT IMAGES
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



























1885 Baker Rd. 
Dexter MI 48130
(734) 426-6600
lotusgardenscapes.com

SHEET:

Sh-1

DRAWN BY:

DATE:

PROJECT

ADDRESS:

PURPOSE:

Traven Pelletier & Nicole 
Lloyd

03/29/2023

Brown Landscape

Concept

2108 Burns Avenue
Detroit, MI 48214

Brown Landscape Concept
Scale: 3/32" = 1'-0"1
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Yew
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Hydrangea Hedge

Exisiting evergreen

Exisiting evergreen

Planter with Bamboo



ASPHALT ROOF SHINGLES
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING at AWNING and CENTER HALL
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



STAINED CEDAR SIDING - PAINTED BRICK & STUCCO
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



PAINT COLORS D:1 & B:19
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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WALKING PATH - HARDSCAPE
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2108 BURNS AVENUE

decomposed granite walking path with stabilizer thermal cut bluestone hardscape



ANDERSEN 100 SERIES WINDOWS
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
MAY 8, 2023

2108 BURNS AVENUE
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ANDERSEN E SERIES PATIO DOORS
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ANDERSEN BIG DOORS MULTIGLIDE DOORS
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VELUX ELECTRIC VENTING SLYLIGHTS
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CLOPAY CANYON RIDGE GARAGE DOOR
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