
DHDC 21-8017 
A P P R O V A L  D O C U M E N T  –  P O S T  A T  W O R K  L O C A T I O N 

 
CITY OF DETROIT           2 WOODWARD, SUITE 808 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION         DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 
 

 

October 18, 2022 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 

Eamon Harnois 

3956 W. Lafayette 

Detroit, MI 48216 

 

RE: Application Number 22-8017; 3956 W Lafayette; Hubbard Farms Historic District 

Project Scope: Install solar panel array 

  

Dear Applicant, 

 

At the regular meeting that was held on October 12, 2022, the Detroit Historic District Commission (“DHDC”) 

reviewed the above-referenced application. Pursuant to Section 5(1) of the Michigan Local Historic District Act, 

as amended, being MCL 399.205 (1) and Sections 21-2-73/21-2-78 of the 2019 Detroit City Code; the DHDC 

hereby issues a Certificate of Appropriateness (“COA”) for the following work, effective on August 16, 2022, as 

it meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the district’s Elements of Design: 

 

Install solar panel array per the submitted documents, drawings, and other submitted materials and 

specifications.  

 

With the condition that: 

• The equipment will be field painted an appropriate color, subject to approval by staff. 

 

Please retain this COA for your files and post it at the subject property until work is complete. It is important to note 

that approval by the DHDC does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable 

ordinances or statutes.  If you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please contact staff at 313-224-1762 or 

hdc@detroitmi.gov. 

 

For the Commission: 

 

 
Timothy Boscarino 

Detroit Historic District Commission 



Description of Project:
Harnois 6.57 kW Residential Roof-mount Solar System
Eamon Harnois
3956 W Lafayette Blvd, Detroit, MI 48216

Distributed Power, LLC
_______________________________________________________________________

● Description of existing conditions:
-Brick Exterior. Shingled roof. Two story residential home with large attic.

● Description of project – include information on the viability of a free-standing solar
array in the side/rear yard, and if less intrusive solar options were considered.
-6.57 kW Residential Roof-mount Solar System.
-Other Options were considered. The layout of the panels provided is for the optimal
amount of production to the solar system. Solar panels are strategically placed where
the sun can hit the panels in the most efficient way possible for the customer to save the
most money on his Utility bill. The paying customer, Mr. Eamon Harnois, desires this
layout for his home.

● Current photographs – exterior photo(s) of each side of the house that clearly show
the roof, and photos of the surrounding yard.
-See Images**

● A brochure or other information on the selected solar panel, detailing material,
color and finish.
-See Solar Plans associated.

● Dimensioned roof plans and sections of the solar panels, confirming placement and
how far above the roof the panels would extend.
-See Solar Plans associated.
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Timothy Boscarino

From: Amanda Mayer <amanda@distributedpower.net>
Sent: Friday, September 9, 2022 3:09 PM
To: Timothy Boscarino
Cc: ekharnois@gmail.com; projects@distributedpower.net
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: 3956 W. Lafayette solar array questions
Attachments: Railing_Datasheet-E.Harnois.png

 

This Message Is From an External Sender  

ATTENTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please be extra cautious when opening attachments or clicking links.  
 

Hi Timothy, 
 
To answer your questions I will list them below: 
 
1) I am attaching the datasheet for the XR 10 railing highlighted as the specific railing we are using. 
2) The panels would not be tilted, they would be the same angle as the roof slope. 
3) The total height off the roof should be no higher than 5.5 inches off the roof with the panel and attachments. 
4) The finish comes in black and silver. We can use the more expensive black one and that should be low vis. Would that 
work? We could use a specific spray paint coloring if needed.  
5) Nothing else will be visible from the front of the house.  
6) For the ground access point, that is a theoretical space for access and not anything installed or created. It is for 
firefighters to be able to navigate the roof that some jurisdictions want pointed out.  
 
 
Hopefully this answers all your questions. Thank you for reaching out.  
 
Best,  
 
 
 

 
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Photograph
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Distributedpower.net 

  Amanda Mayer  

   She/Her/They/Them 

   Distributed Power     

   NABCEP Associate PVA-012120-029944 

Direct: (313) 279-8219 
Distributed Power: (313) 364-1584 
Service: (313) 356-0899 
Email: amanda@distributedpower.net 

2415 Burdette St. 
Ferndale, MI 48220  

 

 
 
On Wed, Sep 7, 2022 at 1:46 AM Timothy Boscarino <Timothy.Boscarino@detroitmi.gov> wrote: 
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Hello, 

  

I am assisting with the Historic District Commission review of your proposal and am looking for some additional 
information. 

  

Can you give me a better sense of what these fixtures might look like in section? From the product sheets you shared, it 
says that the rails come in three sizes, 1.8”, 2.4”, and 3”, but I don’t see where it says which size you would select for 
your installation. It also says that they employ “a range of tilt leg options.” Do you intend for your panels to be tilted 
upwards, or to be at the same angle as the roof slope? It would also be helpful to have a measurement of the total 
height: rail height, plus panel height, plus any gap between the rail and the roof surface. One of the images you provide 
shows a section drawing, but doesn’t show a scale: 

  

 

  

And finally, what color and finish will be used on the visible face? Is it possible for them to come from the factory dark 
brown, or could they be field painted dark brown? 

  

Essentially, the general idea is to keep the panels to the lowest profile possible, so they are minimally visible, and also 
to color them in a way that helps to camouflage them. This is a particular concern on the porch roof, where they will 
likely be visible in profile to somebody standing in front of the house. 

  

Other than the rails and the panels themselves, will there be any other elements that will be visible on the exterior? 
The site plan provided mentions a ground access point, but doesn’t share any visuals on what this would look like. 

  

With the Historic District Commission meeting on Wednesday next week, having this information by the end of this 
week would be helpful, so I can prepare a report for the Commission. If you have any questions, I’m happy to respond 
by email or do a phone call. 

  

Thank you, 
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Timothy Boscarino, AICP 

Historic Preservation Planner | Planning & Development | City of Detroit 

Coleman A. Young Municipal Center, 2 Woodward Ave. Suite 808, Detroit, MI 48226 

 ௲௳௴ www.detroitmi.gov/hdc 

 ᠀᠁᠂ timothy.boscarino@detroitmi.gov  

Michael E. Duggan, Mayor 

  

  

  






























