
DHDC 21-7399 
A P P R O V A L  D O C U M E N T  –  P O S T  A T  W O R K  L O C A T I O N 

 
CITY OF DETROIT           2 WOODWARD, SUITE 808 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION         DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 
 
9/28/2021 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
Joel Smith, AIA 
Neumann/Smith 
400 Galleria Officentre Suite 555 
Southfield, MI  48034 
 
RE: Application Number 21-7399, 1445 Griswold, Capitol Park Historic District (AKA 1457 Griswold, 

Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue) 
Project Scope: Redesign storefront/replace windows, new stairs/elevator penthouse  

  
Dear Applicant, 
 
At the Special Meeting that was held on September 22, 2021, the Detroit Historic District Commission (“DHDC”) 
reviewed the above-referenced application. Pursuant to Section 5(1) of the Michigan Local Historic District Act, as 
amended, being MCL 399.205 (1) and Sections 21-2-73/21-2-78 of the 2019 Detroit City Code; the DHDC hereby 
issues a Certificate of Appropriateness (“COA”) for the following work, effective on September 28, 2021, as it 
meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the district’s Elements of Design: 
 
Exterior rehabilitation including new storefront, windows, new stairs and elevator penthouse per submitted 
drawings, narrative, and documents. 
 
Please retain this COA for your files and post it at the subject property until work is complete. It is important to note 
that approval by the DHDC does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable 
ordinances or statutes.  If you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please contact staff at 313-224-1762 or 
landsbergg@detroitmi.gov. 
 
For the Commission: 
 

 
Garrick Landsberg, Director/Staff 
Detroit Historic District Commission 
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Historic District Commission Narrative 

 
Date 7-13-2021 

 
To Historic District Commission 

 
Subject Project Description  

 
Project Name Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue – 1457 Griswold, Detroit MI 48226 
  

  

 

History of the building. 

 1457 Griswold original building was built for Mary Lucking Apel by her father Joseph Lucking.  The building 

was constructed in 1930 and was occupied by William Apel & Son Coal Inc, the husband of May Lucking Apel.  The 

building went into liquidation and was occupied by a ladies’ clothing store, beauty salon and medical offices during 

1934 – 1937.  In 1944 the Fingris Corporation bought the building and did extensive alterations to the interior and 

exterior.  In 1953 additional changes happened to the interior when one of the tenants was a finishing school for girls.  

Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue purchased the structure in 1964.  It’s believed that around this time in 1965 or 

1966 is when the exterior changes happened to the first floor storefront and entry.   

 

Current Description of the Existing Building. 

 The pie shaped building is a four-story concrete frame that measures 36’-10” at the wide end and 10’-1” at 

the narrow end.  The building measures 100’-0” in length and measures 51’-6” to the building parapet.  The building 

is cladded with limestone on the east and north with a granite base at the columns.   The west and south elevations 

are cladded in brick in-fill between the exposed concrete structure.  The fenestrations on the fourth and third floor are 

wood double-hung windows.  The windows on the fourth and third floor appear to be original to the building.   The 

second floor openings are in-filled with aluminum frame with transparent colored textured acrylic panels.  The 

windows on the second floor are not original to the building as of the most current photo taken in 1964.   The first 

floor openings are in-filled with brick below aluminum frame and clear glass with transparent colored textured acrylic 

panels on the interior side of the opening.  Again, the windows on the first floor are not original to the building as of 

the most current photo taken in 1964.  The corrugated panel detailing between the fenestrations on the fourth and 

third floor looks to be original to the building and is need of refurbishing.   

 

Description of Project. 

 The project will include an added roof deck with new stairs and elevator penthouse.  The exterior limestone 

cladding will be rehabilitated and cleaned.  Any loose limestone panels will be resecured along with the existing steel 

support to be cleaned and painted to stop the deterioration of those steel supports.  The first floor brick and aluminum 

frame windows will be removed and replaced with a similar look design that was original to the building back in 1964. 

The new aluminum storefront system will sit on new black granite base, flush with the existing walls.  The storefront 

windows with transoms on the granite base that is similar in height and location to the original.  The transom windows 

had originally been blanked off they will instead use colored transom windows.  The existing colored transom 

windows are unique to the synagogue and will be salvaged during construction to be used within the design of the 

interior.  In keeping with identification of those colored transom as a part of the synagogue the new design will also 

incorporate colored transoms.  The vertical mullion spacing is an effort to match what rhythm and spacing happening 
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on the third and fourth floor windows.  The design of the storefront windows with the black granite base is in keeping 

with the design back in 1964.  The window will be ballistic glass on the lower section and the transom units above will 

be colored film on the interior side of a normal insulated glass unit with ballistic polycarbonate on the interior of the 

opening.  As a goal of the synagogue, they are working to increase the congregate size with a stronger connection to 

the community.  The opening of the first floor windows is an effort to increase the visibility of synagogue by exposing 

the different community activities happening in that space.  The desire for the first floor is for it to be an inviting and 

welcoming experience.  The removal of the brick wall is an effort to make that connection and to have that 

experience. The special attention paid to the history of the building and the effort to bring back what was original, with 

respect paid to the identity of Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue, is what is being proposed. 

 

Detailed Scope Of Work. 

• Remove current brick and aluminum frame window system within the first floor openings on the east and 

north elevations. 

• Install new storefront window system with ballistic glass over new black granite base.  The storefront 

window within existing openings will have a 2 to 1, transom over main window ratio with each vertical 

mullion division similar to the bay division on the fourth and third floors. 

• The existing wood double hung windows on the third and fourth floors will be restored per the report by 

BlackBerry Window and Door Systems. 

• Existing elevator penthouse to be removed. 

• New elevator with new elevator penthouse to be installed.  The penthouse is to be cladded in brick to match 

the existing. 

• New stairs extension from the existing interior stairs.  The new stair extension to the roof to be cladded in 

brick matching the existing. 

• New roof deck to be installed with guardrail around the exterior perimeter of the deck. 

• New roof Vestibule constructed with new aluminum storefront window system to enclose the doors to the 

elevator and stairs. 

• The existing fire escape will be extended to the new roof deck. 

• The existing windows along the west elevation, below the extended fire escape will be removed and bricked 

in to project occupants using the fire escape. 

 

 

From  Jim Cummings 
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RENDERING OF
EAST ELEVATION

NEW CLEAR ANODIZED
STOREFRONT SYSTEM

BLACK GRANITE BASE
BELOW NEW STOREFRONT.

RED ALUMINUM
COMPOSITE
PANEL

RED
STOREFRONT
SYSTEM

PROPOSED NEW ENTRY.

Ballistic Level 3
insulated glass unit.

Ballistic Level 3
insulated glass unit
transom with colored
film on interior side.
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ELEVATION = 113'-9 1/2"
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THIRD FLOOR
ELEVATION = 124'-8"

FOURTH FLOOR
ELEVATION = 134'-8"

ROOF LEVEL
ELEVATION = 146'-8"

EXTERIOR ELEVATION
RENOVATION KEYNOTES

1. REFER TO DOOR  SCHEDULES AND DETAILS FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.

2. ALL EXTERIOR SEALANT COLORS TO MATCH MATERIAL BEING SEALED AND
CONFIRMED WITH THE ARCHITECT PRIOR TO SEALING.

3. CONTRACTOR TO COORDINATE LOCATION OF ALL EXHAUST AND INTAKE
LOUVERS WITH THE MECHANICAL DOCUMENTS.  ALL FRESH AIR INTAKES
TO BE 4'-0” MINIMUM ABOVE FINISH GRADE AND 10'-0” MINIMUM FROM
EXHAUST OPENINGS.

4. SEAL ALL PENETRATIONS, GAPS, SPACES, JOINTS, ETC. FOR ENTIRE
EXTERIOR FACE OF THE BUILDING.

5. PROVIDE AND INSTALL FLASHING AND WEEP VENTS IN EXTERIOR MASONRY
WALLS AT SHELF ANGLES, LEDGES, WINDOW AND DOOR HEAD AND SILLS @
24” O.C. AND AT ALL OTHER LOCATIONS INDICATED OR OTHERWISE
REQUIRED.

6. FORM END DAMS AT HORIZONTAL FLASHING TERMINATIONS TO PREVENT
MOISTURE ENTRY INTO THE WALL CAVITY.  AT HEAD AND SILLS OF
OPENINGS, TURN UP FLASHING NOT LESS THAN 2” TO FORM END DAMS.

7. REFER TO THE SPECIFICATIONS MANUAL FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

8. SURFACE MOUNTED BUILDING SIGNAGE SHOWN FOR REFERENCE ONLY.
FINAL DESIGN SHALL BE SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW WITH SIGNAGE
FABRICATION PACKAGE.

9. PROVIDE ADDITIONAL LAYER OF AIR BARRIER AND OVERLAP 2” MINIMUM
EACH SIDE BETWEEN CONCRETE, STEEL AND EXTERIOR SHEATHING WITH
INTEGRAL AIR BARRIER.

10. PROVIDE WATER STOP BETWEEN MEMBRANE AND METAL FLASHING, METAL
COPING, ETC. IN WHICH THE ROOF MEMBRANE DOES NOT EXTEND UP
MORE THAN 1'-0” VERTICALLY.

11. PROVIDE CLEANING FOR ALL EXISTING MASONRY TO REMAIN.

12. PROVIDE AND ALLOWANCE FOR TUCK POINTING OF MASONRY FOR [X]
SQUARE FEET OF MASONRY IN THE BASE BID AND UNIT PRICING PER
SQUARE FOOT OF TUCK POINTING BEYOND THE [X] SQUARE FEET.

13. REMOVE AND REPLACE ALL EXISTING SEALANT JOINTS ON THE EXISTING
BUILDING TO REMAIN.  JOINT REPLACEMENT TO INCLUDE BUT IS NOT LIMED
TO MASONRY CONTROL JOINTS/MOVEMENTS JOINTS, WINDOW PERIMETER
SEALANT, SIDEWALKS TO BUILDING JOINTS, ETC.

14. PROVIDE MASONRY SEALER ON ALL EXISTING EXTERIOR MASONRY TO
REMAIN AFTER CLEANING.  REFER TO PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS.

INSULATED GLASS UNIT- BALLISTIC LEVEL 2

INSULATED GLASS UNIT

3 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH RED COLORED
INTERIOR FILM
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4 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH GREEN COLORED
INTERIOR FILM

5 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH ORANGE COLORED
INTERIOR FILM

6 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH YELLOW COLORED
INTERIOR FILM

7 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH BLUE COLORED
INTERIOR FILM
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TUCKPOINT ALL JOINTS WITHIN INDICATED AREA.

REMOVE TOP PARAPET CAP JOINTS FULL LENGTH OF
WALL;  INSTALL BACKER RODS AND UV RESISTANT
SEALANT.

REMOVE LIMESTONE PANELS, CLEAN RUSTED STEEL
LINTEL, INSTALL RUST INHIBITIVE PRIMER, THEN EPOXY
PAINT AND REINSTALL LIMESTONE PANELS.

REMOVE METAL BRACKET AND PATCH STONE.

PATCH STONE WITH CATHEDRAL STONE "RESTORATION
MORTAR" ( OR EQUAL PRODUCT).  MATCH COLOR OF
STONE.

DRAIN PIPE TO REMAIN.

INSTALL DUTCHMAN LIMESTONE PATCH AT FORMER
ELECTRICAL BOX LOCATION.

DEMOLISH FIRST FLOOR BRICK INFILL AND TRANSOM
GLAZING FOR INSTALLATION OF NEW STOREFRONT
(INCLUDING ENTRANCE) - SEE DEMOLITION ELEVATIONS

REHABILITATE DOUBLE HUNG WOOD WIDOWS BY
REGLAZING, TIGHTENING/GLUING OF ANY LOOSE JOINTS,
INSTALL WEATHERSTRIPPING IN JAMBS, STRIP PAINT,
INSTALL NEW SASH CHAINS, PRIME/PAINT, INSTALL
EXTERIOR ALUMINUM STORM WINDOWS TO MATCH
WINDOW COLOR.

INSTALL CUSTOM FIBERGLASS CORRUGATED SPANDREL
PANEL TO MATCH ADJACENT EXISTING PANELS.

CLEAN EDGE AND LOWER FACE OF RUSTED STEEL
LINTEL, APPLY RUST INHIBITIVE PRIMER, EPOXY PAINT.

REMOVE ELECTRICAL CONDUIT, PATCH AND ANCHOR
HOLES IN STONE.

REPLACE DAMAGED BRICK.

PATCH CONCRETE BEAM/SPANDREL SURFACE.
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06-03-2021 75% DESIGN
DEVELOPMENT

NEW METAL GUARDRAIL TOP
AND POST WITH STEEL CABLE
INFILL RAILING.

NEW TREX DECKING.

NEW STOREFRONT WINDOW
SYSTEM.

NEW ROOF NON-PENETRATING
SAFETY GUARDRAIL AROUND
NEW CONDENSER UNITS.

METAL FASCIA .

BRICK VENEER EXTERIOR TO
MATCH EXISTING PAINTED ON
THE WEST ELEVATION.

NEW STOREFRONT WINDOW
SYSTEM.

METAL FASCIA .

BRICK VENEER EXTERIOR TO
MATCH EXISTING PAINTED ON
THE WEST ELEVATION.

NEW METAL GUARDRAIL TOP
AND POST WITH STEEL CABLE
INFILL RAILING.

NEW TREX DECKING.

NEW PREFINISHED COPING

NEW PREFINISHED COPING
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3 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH RED COLORED
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4 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH GREEN COLORED
INTERIOR FILM

5 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH ORANGE COLORED
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6 INSULATED GLASS UNIT WITH YELLOW COLORED
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EXTERIOR ELEVATION
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TUCKPOINT ALL JOINTS WITHIN INDICATED AREA.

REMOVE TOP PARAPET CAP JOINTS FULL LENGTH OF
WALL;  INSTALL BACKER RODS ADN UV RESISTANT
SEALANT.

REMOVE LIMESTONE PANELS, CLEAN RUSTED STEEL
LINTEL, INSTALL RUST INHIBITIVE PRIMER, THEN
EPOXY PAINT AND REINSTALL LIMESTONE PANELS.

REMOVE METAL BRACKET AND PATCH STONE.

PATCH STONE WITH CATHEDRAL STONE
"RESTORATION MORTAR" ( OR EQUAL PRODUCT).
MATCH COLOR OF STONE.

DRAIN PIPE TO REMAIN.

INSTALL DUTCHMAN LIMESTONE PATCH AT FORMER
ELECTRICAL BOX LOCATION.

DEMOLISH FIRST FLOOR BRICK INFILL AND TRANSOM
GLAZING FOR INSTALLATION OF NEW STOREFRONT
(INCLUDING ENTRANCE)

REHABILITATE DOUBLE HUNG WOOD WIDOWS BY
REGLAZING, TIGHTENING/GLUING OF ANY LOOSE
JOINTS, INSTALL WEATHERSTRIPPING IN JAMBS,
STRIP PAINT, INSTALL NEW SASH CHAINS,
PRIME/PAINT, INSTALL EXTERIOR ALUMINUM STORM
WINDOWS TO MATCH WINDOW COLOR.

INSTALL CUSTOM FIBERGLASS CORRUGATED
SPANDREL PANEL TO MATCH ADJACENT EXISTING
PANELS.

CLEAN EDGE AND LOWER FACE OF RUSTED STEEL
LINTEL, APPLY RUST INHIBITIVE PRIMER, EPOXY PAINT.

REMOVE ELECTRICAL CONDUIT, PATCH AND ANCHOR
HOLES IN STONE.

REPLACE DAMAGED BRICK.

PATCH CONCRETE BEAM/SPANDREL SURFACE.
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GENERAL EXTERIOR ELEVATION
NOTES

1. REFER TO DOOR  SCHEDULES AND DETAILS FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.

2. ALL EXTERIOR SEALANT COLORS TO MATCH MATERIAL BEING SEALED AND
CONFIRMED WITH THE ARCHITECT PRIOR TO SEALING.

3. CONTRACTOR TO COORDINATE LOCATION OF ALL EXHAUST AND INTAKE
LOUVERS WITH THE MECHANICAL DOCUMENTS.  ALL FRESH AIR INTAKES
TO BE 4'-0” MINIMUM ABOVE FINISH GRADE AND 10'-0” MINIMUM FROM
EXHAUST OPENINGS.

4. SEAL ALL PENETRATIONS, GAPS, SPACES, JOINTS, ETC. FOR ENTIRE
EXTERIOR FACE OF THE BUILDING.

5. PROVIDE AND INSTALL FLASHING AND WEEP VENTS IN EXTERIOR MASONRY
WALLS AT SHELF ANGLES, LEDGES, WINDOW AND DOOR HEAD AND SILLS @
24” O.C. AND AT ALL OTHER LOCATIONS INDICATED OR OTHERWISE
REQUIRED.

6. FORM END DAMS AT HORIZONTAL FLASHING TERMINATIONS TO PREVENT
MOISTURE ENTRY INTO THE WALL CAVITY.  AT HEAD AND SILLS OF
OPENINGS, TURN UP FLASHING NOT LESS THAN 2” TO FORM END DAMS.

7. REFER TO THE SPECIFICATIONS MANUAL FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

8. SURFACE MOUNTED BUILDING SIGNAGE SHOWN FOR REFERENCE ONLY.
FINAL DESIGN SHALL BE SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW WITH SIGNAGE
FABRICATION PACKAGE.

9. PROVIDE ADDITIONAL LAYER OF AIR BARRIER AND OVERLAP 2” MINIMUM
EACH SIDE BETWEEN CONCRETE, STEEL AND EXTERIOR SHEATHING WITH
INTEGRAL AIR BARRIER.

10. PROVIDE WATER STOP BETWEEN MEMBRANE AND METAL FLASHING, METAL
COPING, ETC. IN WHICH THE ROOF MEMBRANE DOES NOT EXTEND UP
MORE THAN 1'-0” VERTICALLY.

11. PROVIDE CLEANING FOR ALL EXISTING MASONRY TO REMAIN.

12. PROVIDE AND ALLOWANCE FOR TUCK POINTING OF MASONRY FOR [X]
SQUARE FEET OF MASONRY IN THE BASE BID AND UNIT PRICING PER
SQUARE FOOT OF TUCK POINTING BEYOND THE [X] SQUARE FEET.

13. REMOVE AND REPLACE ALL EXISTING SEALANT JOINTS ON THE EXISTING
BUILDING TO REMAIN.  JOINT REPLACEMENT TO INCLUDE BUT IS NOT LIMED
TO MASONRY CONTROL JOINTS/MOVEMENTS JOINTS, WINDOW PERIMETER
SEALANT, SIDEWALKS TO BUILDING JOINTS, ETC.

14. PROVIDE MASONRY SEALER ON ALL EXISTING EXTERIOR MASONRY TO
REMAIN AFTER CLEANING.  REFER TO PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS.
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NEW LADDER CAGE ATTACHED
TO EXISTING LADDER.

NEW OPENING. TOOTH-IN NEW
BRICK INTO EXISTING BRICK.

06-03-2021 75% DESIGN
DEVELOPMENT

NEW STOREFRONT WINDOW
SYSTEM.

METAL FASCIA .

BRICK VENEER EXTERIOR TO
MATCH EXISTING PAINTED ON
THE WEST ELEVATION.

NEW METAL GUARDRAIL TOP
AND POST WITH STEEL CABLE
INFILL RAILING.

NEW TREX DECKING.

NEW PREFINISHED COPING

EXTENDED FIRE ESCAPE FROM
THE EXISTING FIRE EXCAPE.
SUPPORT BACKETS OFF OF
EXISTING STRUCTURE.  REFER
TO STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

REMOVE EXISTING WOOD
WINDOW AND FRAME.  BRICK
IN-FILL EXISTING OPENINGS
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