
 

2 WOODWARD, SUITE 808 

CITY OF DETROIT         DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION       PHONE 313-628-2190 

 

 

 

February 26, 2021 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 

Derek Watson 

308 N. Stadium  

Oregon OH 43616 

 

RE: Application Number 21-7101; 1515 Chicago, Boston-Edison Historic District  

 

Dear Mr. Watson: 
 

At the regularly scheduled meeting held virtually on February 19, 2021, the Detroit Historic District Commission 

(“Commission”) reviewed the above-referenced application for building permit. Pursuant to Section 5(10) of the 

Michigan Local Historic District Act, as amended, being MCL 399.205, MSA 5-3407(5)(10) and Section 21-2-73 

of the 2019 Detroit City Code; the Commission has reviewed the above-referenced application for building permit 

and hereby issues a Certificate of Appropriateness, which is effective as of February 26, 2021.  
 

The following proposed work meets the defined elements of design for the historic district and the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and guidelines for rehabilitating historic buildings (36 CFR Part 67). 
 

Per the attached documents, the scope of work consists of the following components (on a non-historic rear 

addition): 

 Remove double-hung window on side elevation. The opening will be sealed and wood clapboard siding 

installed to match the existing exterior wood siding. 

 Remove vinyl sliding door and double-hung window on rear elevation.  

 Install a 12-foot wide, four panel, French door (French door flanked by equally dimensioned fixed glass 

panels). New door will be centrally placed. 
 

The COA was issued with the following conditions: 

 The new wood siding with be feathered in so the seam placement of the clapboard siding will remain 

consistent.  

 The existing stairs will be moved to be directly under the new French door opening.  

 The window order will be corrected to state the door’s exterior cladding will be Bahama Brown.  

 The application materials will be revised to reflect the above conditions and submitted to HDC staff for 

review prior to the issuance of a building permit.    
 

Please retain this COA for your files. You should now proceed to obtain a building permit from the City of Detroit 

Buildings, Safety, Engineering and Environmental Department. It is important to note that approval by the Detroit 

Historic District Commission does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable 

ordinances or statutes. 
 

For the Commission: 

 

Audra Dye 

Staff, Detroit Historic District Commission 



 

1515 CHICAGO BLVD SCOPE OF WORK 

DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS: 

 The scope of this project is taking place on an addition that was added to the house at 
some point after the original construction of the home. The wood siding on this section 
of the house is rotted and damaged near the gutters from years of weathering. The 
vinyl door and windows on this addition do not function properly and are not an 
aesthetic match to the overall beauty of the home.  

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 

 We are proposing the following alterations and repairs to this addition to bring the 
beauty back and upgrade to a quality that better matches the overall aesthetics of the 
house. We would like to remove the vinyl sliding patio door and the windows. On the 
back of the house we would replace the patio door and window with a 12ft wide, four 
panel, French style WOOD sliding door and repair the damaged and rotted wood siding 
to be painted the same almond color it is currently painted. We would like for the 
wooden sliding door to have a brown finish to match the other brown accents on the 
house (“Bahama Brown” as seen in the attached photo of exterior finish options). 
Adding this larger door will bring much more light into this area of the house while also 
vastly upgrading the over aesthetics, with a much more historical look than the current 
vinyl sliding door. On the side of the addition, we would like to remove the window and 
seal the opening to be covered with wood siding and painted to match the current 
color. The reason we would like to remove this window is to have the addition of the 
house utilized as a family room with a wall mounted TV where the window currently is. 
This window is facing the neighbors house, doesn’t let much light in, and can not be 
seen from any angle other than the neighbors back yard.  

 
SCOPE OF WORK FOR ALTERATION OF ADDITION: 

 SIDE 
o Remove window 
o Seal opening 
o Cover in wood siding 
o Paint to match color 

 BACK 
o Remove 6’ wide x 6’6” tall vinyl sliding door and window 
o Reframe to fit 12ft WOOD French sliding door form Marvin’s Windows 
o Replace rotted and damaged wood siding  
o Paint siding to match the current almond color 
o Install new sliding door with “Bahama Brown” finish (see attached photo of 

exterior finish options Marvin Windows offers) 
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The exterior cladding color 

doesn’t match the reported color 

selection. 










