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This guide is one of five packets on how to buy publicly owned land and create land 
based projects in Detroit. Download these resources at www.DetroitMi.gov/Land or 
pick up at 2 Woodward Ave.

Land Based Projects: A Path to Purchase, Permit and Design

Plot plan, Site design, 
and Maintenance Guide
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Draw your site:
Property lines
Sidewalks along edge of 
property
Required setbacks for 
plantings, structures, and 
other items from the property 
line

Draw all existing and 
proposed:

Structures 
Fences or other features
Driveways or other vehicle 
access locations
Water access
Rain catchment systems or 
rain gardens
Trees
Signage
Compost, brush and/or trash 
storage
Temporary restrooms and 
screening
Benches and sculptures  or 
other art elements
Paths

Draw in the areas where 
you will have:

Row crops/planting areas
Raised beds

Label all existing and/or 
proposed:

Seed banking, permaculture 
techniques and pollinator 
habitat
Streets and alleys next to the 
property
Fences with heights and 
materials
Dimensions and area of 
structures in feet
Tool storage and chemical/
fuel storage needs

Sample Plot Plan

EJ'S Beautification Project 
124 Fifth Street Detroit, MI 01234 

Change of Use from Residential to Urban Garden
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