
JLG Dequindre Cut Extension

September 30, 2024



WELCOME!
TODAY’S AGENDA: 
● Introductions
● Update on JLG Design & Construction
● About the JLG Neighborhood Planning Study
● What we HEARD: Community Input 
● Draft strategies and IDEAS
● Questions
● Breakout Tables
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20 min
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5 min

10 min
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The Joe Louis Greenway is a 
recreational pathway that will 
unify Detroit’s neighborhoods, 

people and parks. Through this 
greenway, we strive to honor Joe 

Louis by providing equitable 
spaces through arts, 

programming, and economic 
opportunities for all
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JLG Framework Plan, 2021

INCLUSIVE GROWTH STRATEGY CREATE JOBS + SUSTAIN & GROW BUSINESSESHOUSING AFFORDABILITY + WEALTH CREATION







How do we best 
leverage the 
investment in the Joe 
Louis Greenway to 
create more 
equitable outcomes?

1. Creatively engage 
residents, business 
owners, and key 
stakeholders.

2. Understand the 
opportunity in both scale 
and potential scope. 

3. Develop detailed action 
plans and policies that 
shape equitable growth 
and support existing 
residents and businesses.
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WHO IS IN THE ROOM TONIGHT?

CITY OF DETROIT
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
JOE LOUIS GREENWAY, GSD

DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOODS

HOUSING & REVITALIZATION

OFFICE OF MOBILITY & INNOVATION

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

DETROIT ECONOMIC GROWTH CORP

CONSULTANT TEAM
INTERFACE STUDIO

SIDEWALK DETROIT
SMITHGROUP

SMM

NOELL CONSULTING

MASS ECONOMICS

 

OTHER
PARTNERS

JLGP

EASTERN MARKET PARTNERSHIP

MOGO
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JOE LOUIS 
GREENWAY
DEQUINDRE CUT EXTENSION

SEPTEMBER 30, 2024



 

AGENDA
1. Introduction

2. Construction Update

3. Iron Belle Proposal

4. Dubois Greenway

5. Neighborhood Planning Study



FRAMEWORK 
PLAN

JOE LOUIS GREENWAY

www.joelouisgreenway.com



CURRENT 
CONSTRUCTION



USAGE
Warren Gateway Counter
August 2024
5,018 Visitors

Joy Trailhead Counter
August 2024
2,379 Visitors
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CHICAGO TO JOY
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GRAND RIVER TO CHICAGO
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OAKMAN TO GRAND RIVER
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I-96 TO OAKMAN
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INTERVALE TO SCHOOLCRAFT

18



DEQUINDRE TO GODDARD
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PREVIOUS 
ENGAGEMENT
8/16/2022 D5 DON Community Meeting

8/23/2022 Iron Belle Presentation – D4 Community 
Meeting 

9/14/2022 DEPSA In-Person

9/26/2022 COO#1 City-wide DONCAST

9/30/2022 East Ferry-Warren Block Club

10/24/2022 – COO #2 City-wide DONCAST

5/20/2023 – Bailey Park Mobility Festival

5/20/2023 – Grassroots Detroit Block Club

8/16/2023 East Ferry Warren Community 
Association

10/05/2023 Detroit Hamtramck Coalition for 
Advancing Healthy Environments 

10/08/2023 Dequindre Cut Extension Move and 
Talk

7/25/2024 JLG Dequindre Neighborhood Planning

8/10/2024 Bailey Park Community Meeting



RAISE 
GRANT
Joe Louis meets Iron Belle Proposal



DEQUINDRE 
CUT 
EXTENSION
Mack to Warren



DEQUINDRE 
CUT 
EXTENSION
Mack to Warren



DEQUINDRE 
CUT 
EXTENSION
Mack to Warren

Dequindre and Warren

Dequindre and Mack



DUBOIS 
GREENWAY
Warren & Forest

Iron-Belle Trail



DUBOIS 
GREENWAY
Forest to Ferry



DUBOIS GREENWAY



THANK YOU

STAY 
INVOLVED

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS:
Idrees.mutahr@detroitmi.gov  
(313)542-2175

FOLLOW FOR UPDATES:

Bit.ly/Subscribe2JLG

www.joelouisgreenway.com

Facebook.com/JoeLouisGreenwayy

mailto:Idrees.mutahr@detroitmi.gov
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Have a question about the 
greenway itself?   Talk to GSD!
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OUR PROCESS
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JLG DEQUINDRE CUT 
EXTENSION AREA

This study area includes areas of Russell 
Industrial, Milwaukee Junction, Poletown 
East, McDougall Hunt, and Forest Park. 
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COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP 
TEAMS
15 COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
leading neighborhood-
focused engagement

VACANT LAND 
SUMMIT

250+ PARTICIPANTS
on vacancy-focused 
workshops, resources and 
presentations

MOVE & TALK 
SESSIONS

5 MOBILITY AND 
ACCESS DISCUSSIONS 
on the ground
 

COMMUNITY 
MILESTONE 
MEETINGS 

16 PUBLIC MEETINGS
with a city-wide and 
neighborhood-centered 
focus



WHAT WE HEARD Dequindre Cut Extension  - Public Meetings, CLTs, Move and Talks 

1. Connectivity and improved infrastructure.
2. Environmental safety and sustainability
3. More amenities and services.
4. Affordability.

● Existing businesses, historical/cultural 
assets and parks (Perrien, Bailey).

● Proximity to citywide amenities 
(Eastern Market, the Dequindre Cut, Riverfront).

● Current bike/pedestrian-friendly assets.
● Affordable and quiet neighborhoods.
● The community - multigenerational, 

friendly, vibrant, with many legacy 
residents.

● Heavily industrial area - pollution 
and environmental impacts.

● Lack of amenities and city services
(grocery stores, retail, recreation, public 
restrooms, amenities for children).

● Blight, illegal dumping & vacant 
properties.

● Concerns about gentrification, 
displacement and inequitable 
development.

● Historical disinvestment and fear of 
being left behind.

● Bike and car conflicts.
● Lack of infrastructure 

maintenance and connectivity.
● Lack of education for residents 

about the greenway and its 
development.

● Accessible, better connected, 
maintained infrastructure.

● A community hub for businesses 
and families.

● Increased walkability & bikeability.
● Increased community involvement 

& ownership.
● Activated vacant land (as meadows, 

gardens, housing, businesses).
● Revitalized with affordable homes.
● More wayfinding and storytelling.
● Healthy ecosystems that integrate 

wildlife, native plantings and urban 
agriculture.

● Increased amenities and 
community programming

● Business development and job 
creation.

● More safety and beautification.



DRAFT 
STRATEGIES   
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WHY PLAN?
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VACANT PUBLICLY-OWNED STRUCTURES  ON CHENE



Support small businesses by strengthening 
connections to existing commercial corridors
 & activating non-traditional retail spaces





Eastern Market Framework Re-zoning to Support Opportunities 
for  New Housing & Expanded Food Production Business  

1923 Division Public RFP Site



LONG-TERM 
REDEVELOPMENT 
VISION
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Holbrook Connection 
to Oakland Ave in the 

North End

Explore Relocation of 
Grand Blvd Bike lanes 

to Milwaukee

Help locate potential 
new MoGo Stations

Confirm Priority Bike & 
Pedestrian Connections

Proposed Dennis Archer 
Greenway Extension



East Canfield Slow Street
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Forest Park Apartments 
& Diggs Homes Study



IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW 
MIXED-INCOME  HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Long-term Multi-family Housing 
Opportunity Site along Dequindre 

Extension between Canfield & Willis 
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Meadow Typology on Publicly-Owned Land
& Street Mural on Low-volume Roads



St. Aubin Tree Planting



GREENWAY OPPORTUNITY AREA: CANFIELD

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER



Q + A
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DISCUSSION GUIDELINES

● Take space & make space for others

● For productive conversation, comments 
should address issues, not people

● Listen carefully and deeply

● Do not freeze each other in time 

● Challenge oppressive remarks and 
behaviors but not with blame or shame

● Practice “both/and” thinking.  

● If a statement has already been made, feel 
free to utilize the time to explore new 
issues and opportunities

● Expect/accept discomfort and 
unfinished business



NEXT 
STEPS Stay tuned via 

detroitmi.gov/jlgplanning for more 
details about the release of the 
final plan this Fall!



Visit each station to 
provide your feedback!
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