
JLG Westside

May 1, 2024



WELCOME!

TODAY’S AGENDA:

● Quick Presentation
● Q+A
● Breakout Tables
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20 min
20 min
60 min



The Joe Louis Greenway is a 
recreational pathway that will unify 

Detroit’s neighborhoods, people 
and parks. Through this greenway, 

we strive to honor Joe Louis by 
providing equitable spaces 

through arts, programming, and 
economic opportunities for all
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JLG Framework Plan, 2021

INCLUSIVE GROWTH STRATEGY CREATE JOBS + SUSTAIN & GROW BUSINESSESHOUSING AFFORDABILITY + WEALTH CREATION



WHO IS IN THE ROOM TONIGHT?

CITY OF DETROIT
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

CONSULTANT TEAM
INTERFACE STUDIO

SIDEWALK DETROIT

OTHER
PARTNERS
JLGP

MOGO
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Have a question about the 
greenway itself?   Talk to GSD!
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OUR PROCESS
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COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP 
TEAMS
15 COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
leading neighborhood-
focused engagement

VACANT LAND 
SUMMIT

250+ PARTICIPANTS
on vacancy-focused 
workshops, resources and 
presentations

MOVE & TALK 
SESSIONS

5 MOBILITY AND 
ACCESS DISCUSSIONS 
on the ground

COMMUNITY 
MILESTONE 
MEETINGS
16 PUBLIC MEETINGS
with a city-wide and 
neighborhood-centered 
focus



WHAT WE HEARD Westside - Public Meetings, CLTs, Move and Talks 

● Engaged, vocal community.
● Community institutions.
● Solid neighborhood infrastructure 

(roads, sidewalks, houses, trees).
● Neighborhood history.
● Children are beginning to use the 

greenway.

● Mobility options and safety for 
all users.

● Multigenerational engagement 
and programming on the JLG.

● Access to amenities on the JLG 
(shelters, restrooms, etc.).

● Community ownership and 
investments.
(“A blueprint of beautification 
without gentrification”).

● Better relationships between 
new and old residents

● Clean-ups and resident-led 
action.

● Community center.

1. Neighborhood Quality of Life.
2. Connectivity and 
Accessibility.

3. Use of the JLG.

● Improvements:
● Safety on construction sites.
● Condition of vacant lots and alleys.
● Better lighting.

● Connections:
● Major roads as barriers to access 

amenities.
● Commercial traffic on residential 

streets.
● Improve pedestrian safety,

with a focus on seniors, children 
and residents with disabilities.

● Livability + Quality of life:
● Dumping and no animal control.
● Concerns about speculation.
● Incompatible businesses/zoning.
● Safety concerns.
● Vandalization and police response 

on the JLG.



JLG Westside STUDY AREA

This study area includes the 
neighborhoods of Littlefield, Barton 
McFarland, Midwest, Grand River I-96, and 
Oakman Blvd.
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01:
Are these

draft strategies 
heading in the 

right direction?

02:
Is there

an idea that 
excites you?

03:
Are there potential 
strategies missing 
that you would like 

to see?

TONIGHT!
We want to know your thoughts about the DRAFT strategies for the Greenway



DRAFT 
STRATEGIES 
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All public meetings recordings are
available online at

DETROITMI.GOV/JLGPLANNING
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GRAND RIVER OVER 96

POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS TO  COMMERCIAL STREETS
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GRAND RIVER

POTENTIAL MOBILITY HUB



7 BIKES ALLOCATED TO 
RESIDENTS AROUND THE JLG 



22



LONG TERM INFILL DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL ON ALPINE

ALPINE & TIREMAN

APPROCIMATELY 3O 
TOWNHOUSE UNITS ON DLBA 

PROPERTY
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CHICAGO & OAKMAN 

MEADOW PILOT ALONG JLG ALIGNMENT  ON CHICAGO



Bringing it all together…

GRAND RIVER & OAKMAN BLVD



Q + A
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DISCUSSION GUIDELINES

● Take space & make space for others

● For productive conversation, comments 
should address issues, not people

● Listen carefully and deeply

● Do not freeze each other in time 

● Challenge oppressive remarks and 
behaviors but not with blame or shame

● Practice “both/and” thinking.  

● If a statement has already been made, 
feel free to utilize the time to explore 
new issues and opportunities

● Expect/accept discomfort and 
unfinished business



NEXT
STEPS

1. Upcoming public meetings: 

April 04 - JLG Westside Public Meeting

May 01 - JLG Westside Public Meeting

May 16 - JLG Northwest Public Meeting

June 05 - JLG Northeast Public Meeting

June 26 - JLG Dequindre Cut Public Meeting

1. Stay tuned via detroitmi.gov/jlgplanning for 
more details about the release of the final 
plan at the end of the summer!



Visit each station to 
provide your feedback!
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