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A.B. FORD PARK 
PROJECT UPDATE

FEBRUARY 20TH, 2024



THE COMMUNITY CENTER 
AT A.B. FORD PARK IS NOW OPEN!
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COMMUNITY CENTER 
CONSTRUCTION
COMPLETED

PLANNED PARK 
PHASE 1 
-WALKWAYS
-PLAYGROUND 
-FITNESS
-PICNIC AREAS 
-SHELTER 
RESTORATION
-FISHING NODE
-& MORE

A.B. FORD PARK 
PROJECT REVIEW



-Environmental testing required                    	
	 for the demolition of the old
	 Lenox Center uncovered soil
	 contamination within park

-Buildings, Safety, Engineering 
and Environmental Dept., (BSEED) 
determined remediation for the 
entire park is necessary 

-Remediation will consist of 							    
	 environmental cap adding 2’ 					   
	 clean soil
			   -trees will be removed

-Funding secured to remediate
	 entire park and build out full
	 park master plan including

A.B. FORD PARK 
PROJECT UPDATE Previous Construction Footprint

Current Construction Footprint



A.B. FORD PARK 
TREES

DUE TO THE 2’ SOIL CAP ALL TREES 
WOULD BE UNABLE TO SURVIVE 
AND WILL NEED TO BE REMOVED

251 TOTAL TREES TO BE REMOVED 
	 -ARBORIST DETERMINED ONLY 10    	
   TREES ARE IN GOOD CONDITION, 	
	  THE REST WERE RANKED FAIR 			
	  OR POOR

597 REPLACEMENT TREES TO BE PLANTED
Mix of native shade, flowering, and specimen trees:

Quaking Aspen
River Birch
Princeton Elm
Shumard Oak
Purple Beech 

Sugar Maple
Bur Oak
Black Gum
Eastern Redbud
Dogwood
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COMMUNITY CENTER WILL 
REMAIN OPEN DURING 

CONSTRUCTION

SCRIPPS ST. 

ALL TRUCKS WILL COME 
DOWN LENOX AND ENTER 

SITE THROUGH THE 
PARKING LOT

TRUCKS WILL USE A TEMP 
GRAVEL ROAD TO GET 
ACROSS AND DELIVER 

MATERIAL THROUGHOUT SITE

TRUCKS WILL EXIT THROUGH 
THE LAKEWOOD PARKING 

LOT, TURN LEFT AT SCRIPPS, 
AND TAKE LENOX OUT OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD

A.B. FORD PARK 
TRUCKING/SITE ACCESS

Heavy trucking to import soil cap material 			
  will be required
		  -Average of 20-30 trucks per day to the site 
		  -March to September

 Work Hours
	 -Monday-Friday between 7:30am-5:30pm
	 -May utilize Saturdays as conditions permit         	
	   with reduced hours



Park will be closed tomorrow (February 21st) for the remainder of 
construction
			   	 -Community center will remain open regular hours! 

Site work will begin in early March with tree removals

Estimated completion Fall 2024

A.B. FORD PARK 
WHAT TO EXPECT

PROJECT TIMELINE

AMENITY CONSTRUCTION
PLAYGROUNDS, RIVERWALK, CONCRETE, ETC. 

MARCH

JUNE

SEPTEMBER
EARTH WORK

EXCAVATION, IMPORT MATERIAL, GRADING SITE PREP

FALL 2024



NATURE 
PLAY AND 
EXPLORATION

ARBORETUM

ALT: TENNIS & 
PICKLE BALL

OPEN LAWN

PICNIC GROVE

SKATE PATH

WALKING PATHS

NEW COMMUNITY 
CENTER

FISHING NODESMALL PICNIC 
SHELTER

LARGE PICNIC 
SHELTER

WATERFRONT 
PLAZA & BEACH

PROMENADE

NATIVE 
MEADOW

PLAYGROUNDS

FITNESS 
PAD

BASKETBALL

GRILL STATION

BIOSWALE

FISHING NODE
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A.B. FORD PARK 
CONSTRUCTION PLAN

N.T.S.

N

EXTENDED 
RIVERWALK TO 
LAKEWOOD ST.

RESURFACE 
PARKING LOT

LARGE PICNIC 
SHELTER

SMALL PICNIC 
SHELTER

REPLACE RIVERWALK 
AND RAILING

ALT: RENOVATE 
RESTROOM



Please direct all environmental questions to BSEED 
Environmental Affairs: 
Crystal Rogers
EA@detroitmi.gov 
(313) 471-5115

Park construction related questions contact GSD 
Project Manager:
Arianna Zannetti 
zannettia@detroitmi.gov
(313) 236-8805 

A.B. FORD PARK 
QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU! 


