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DATE: October 1, 2021 

 

RE:  Reparations Ballot Initiative 

 

This report is in response to the request for The Legislative Policy Division to provide an 

overview City Council sponsored ballot initiative addressing possible reparations for the 

November 2, 2021, election.   

 

The ballot initiative reads as follows:   

 

Should the City of Detroit establish a Reparations Committee to make 

recommendations for housing and economic development programs that address 

historical discrimination against the Black community in Detroit? 

 

The ballot initiative is straightforward in its intention.  If approved, a Reparations Committee 

would be established with the purpose of making recommendations for programs to address the 

systematic and unjust enslavement and discrimination of Black people in Detroit.  The suggested 

programs would focus on housing and economic development initiatives to combat some of the 

effects of the following past practices:   

• segregation, unjust incarceration and racially-motivated discriminatory practices that 

have negatively impacted the economic opportunities of the City’s Black citizens; and 

• past housing practices that were used to deny housing opportunities through racist 

practices in the public land use arena and the private realty markets, including redlining, 

steering, blockbusting, denial of mortgages, gentrification and urban renewal. 

 

Christopher Gulock, AICP 

Derrick Headd 

Marcel Hurt, Esq. 

Kimani Jeffrey 

Anne Marie Langan 

Jamie Murphy 

Kim Newby 

Analine Powers, Ph.D. 

Rebecca Savage 

Sabrina Shockley 

Thomas Stephens, Esq. 

David Teeter 

Theresa Thomas 

Kathryn Lynch Underwood, MUP 

Ashley A. Wilson 

 

 

David Whitaker, Esq. 

Director 

Irvin Corley, Jr. 

Executive Policy Manager 

Marcell R. Todd, Jr. 

Director, City Planning Commission 

Janese Chapman 

Director, Historic Designation 

Advisory Board 

 

John Alexander 

Megha Bamola 

LaKisha Barclift, Esq. 

Nur Barre 

M. Rory Bolger, Ph.D., AICP 

Elizabeth Cabot, Esq. 

 

 

 

 

 


