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| All seasoned Grefighters have heard the exp]anatian, “The smoke detector woke me up. I was able to

walce the rest of the family and get them out just shead of the fire.” A smoke detector 1s the best early
 fire detection device available o the average homeowner. Here are some answers to questions

How much does a smoke detector cost?
A smole detector may be purchased at most

i ! commonly asked about smoke detectors.
E retail stores for prices ranging from $5 to $20.

| Whar Iind of smoke defector should
I buy? .

Both battery-powered and house

current-powered smoke detec-

tors do a good job. Make sure

{ke one you choose has been

l tested by a nationally-recog-
nized testing laboratory.
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How many smoke deteciors
do I need?

There should be at least one
detector on every floor of the house
except attics, unless the atlic space is
vsed for sieepmp. Additional detectors
E will increase the chance of early detection.
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Where shonld I place a defecior?

Smolce detectors should be placed near
bedrooms either on the ceiling—at least 6 to
12 inches away from the wall—or on the wall,
&0 12 inches down from the ceiling. This

lt allows the detector to sense the smole as it

approaches the sleeping area.
Safety

CCTIRI:

How do T install a smoke detecior?
Battery-operated detectors can be attached
directly to the ceiling or wall. Wired-in
eleciric detectors are somewhat more
difficult to install and may
require an electrician.

What maintenance do
smoke deteciors require?
Test the detector at Jeast
monthly by pushing the
iest button. Once a year
vacum: the dust from
alarm air vents. Battery-
operated detectors shounld
have the battery replaced each
year or when the low-battery
warmning sounds. Select 2 memorable daie
such as a holiday or family birthday to
remind you to replace the batteries in your
smoke detectors at that time.

Is there anything else I should do with my
smolke detector? ' .
Yes! Hold practice drills with your whole
family so they will know what to do if your
detector ever alerts you of an emergency.,

Tips

» Install a smolke detector on each level of your home.

» Never remove a good battery or otherwise disable
the detectors.

» Know what to do after a detector sounds off.

= Plan a home escape route in the event of a fire.
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When do most home fires stari?
Between the howrs of midnight and 6:00 a.m.,
just when you are aslesp—and least prepared!

Where do mosi home fires sinrt?

Tnx this order: a) living room, b} kitchen,

c) basement, d) bedrooms, €) all others. This
means that most fires start just where they are
likely to block your usual escape (from bedrooms).

Fire Escape Planning
Draw a floor plan of your ground or upper floar
bedreoms—with two escape routes from each room:

Step 1 (Basic Floor Layoui):

A) Make an outline of your entire floor area;
dimensions and details need not be exact.

B) Now add each bedroom and label it.

C) Locate windows, doors and stairways. If an upper
floor, shade in any rooftops that could be used as
a fire escape.

Step Z (Room Inspection):

A) Go to erch bedroom and select the best window
for an emergency escape.

B) Test the windows or screens to see that they worlc
easily and are large and low enough to use.

Step 3 (Compleie “Escape Plan™):

A) Black arrows show normmal exit through hall or
slairway.

- B) Outline arrows show emergency exit in case fire

blocks hallway or stairs.

.

" Point & —Plan [o use a neighbor’s

Family Instructions
Gather your family together for a short explanation
of the vital nighttime fire escape procedures.

Point 1 — Always sleep with bedroom or kall door
closed. It can keep out fire long enough
to allow escape through your emergency
escape roule (nsually a window).

Point 2 — Make certain that a smoke detector is
installed and operating properly in the
hallway outside bedrooms. Fire safety
officials are now recommending the place-
ment of smoke detectors inside bedrooims
where the door is kept closed at night.

This is to protect against the advent of
fize starting inside the bedroom.

Point 3 —Don't waste time petting dressed or
gathering valuables. Precious seconds
can count in a fire.

Point 4 — Test the door before opening, Intense heat
and deadly smoke can be on the other side.

Point 5 — Have an ontside meefing
place to quicldy check if
everyone is safe. Once
out—STAY OUT!

phone to disl 511.

Condncting Your Fire Escape Drill
1) Everyone is in his/her bedroom (doors closed).
2) Test your smoke detector to sound the alarm.
3) Everyone swings into sction—out of bed, to
the door.
4) Carefully test door before opening.
= First Drill: Escape throngh normal exit
(hall or stairway).
= Second Prill: Imagine doors are hot and the
hall is blocked by fire. Now everyone must
test his emergency escape exit. Depending on
age and capability, you need not actnally go
out on the roof, but be sure everyone can
open windows and screens easily. Position
an emergency escape ladder quickly, etc.
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s Be Prepared For

Y ntional statistics show that
on the average, every

% person in this conniry will
experience two kitchen fires in their
lifetime. Hopefully, you will avoid
a fire in your kitchen.

Those of you who are prepared
and know how ta respond to this
kind of en emergency can minimize
damage.

“When a kitchen fire strikes,
Imow what to do!

The most é

starts in a
panon top of
the stove. When it happens, don't
try to move it. Tn doiag s0, you will
only increase the chances of
spreading the flames.

How to extinguish

1. 'Try to extinguish the fire n the
pen by slowly sliding the lid over
the pan. Don't kry to throw the lid
/ on from a
4 distance or
place the 1id

2. By sliding the lid on top of the
pan, you cut off the oxygen to the
fire and fire will die.

3. Once this has bean done, turn the
burner off to remove the heat
soarce. Cantion: under no circum-
stances should you attempt to put
ont a fire in 2 pan on the stove by
using water. Doing so will only
incresse the intensity of the fire,
causipg possible injury to yourself
or spreading flame to other portions
of the room.

Fire in ai GVen

If a fire starts in the oven, closing
the oven door will cut off the oxypen
in most cases and smother the fire.
Again, turn off the oven to remove the
heat sowce and keep the aven door
closed.

Fire extinguishers

(A vital element to be ntilized in the
kdtchen ) If you don’t have a lid thal
Fits the pan or if the fire is too intcose
to get close, you must use a fire
extinguisher. Most Idtchen fires can be

% put out quickly if an adequate home

fire extinguisher is available and nsed
correctly.

Have the proper fire extingnisher
and store it correctly.

It is Important to store the fire
extinguisher away from the stove so it
can be easily aveilable if a fire occurs.
Keep it on a wall in the laundry room
or parape. Don't hang it over the stove
or other potential fire areas. Your

- home fire extinguisher should be
npproved for a B-type and C-type fire
and ‘weigh no less than fve pounds.
{(B-type fires involve flamraable
liguids such as prease and C-type fires
involve electrical appliances).

Know how o use
your fire
extinguisher

1. Be within effectve mnge.

2. Puil the release pin on the fire
extingnisher.

3. Aim the extingnisher at the
base of the fire. :

4. Usinga et
sweeping pattern, move, =
the extingnisher back

and forth.
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Domn’t waste tizmne

If the fire extingnisher does not
put out the fire or if one is not
available, you shonld slert the fire
department immediately by calling
§-1-1 {or the emergency response
phone number in your area, if

different).

Get out

After you have contacted the fire
department, mnake sure that every-
one is out of the house. Gather
everyone out font until the fire
departrent arrives. Remember,
once out, 5tAy out

Commor sense
rules to rememmiber

Proper ciothing: Xitchen fires
can ignite your clothing when
you’re working aroand the stove.
Long, flly, or loose-fitting sleeves
are likely to come in contact with
the hot surface and catch fire. You
should always wear short sleeves
when worldng around a bot stove.

Never leave the arez unatiended
while cooking (fying) i 4n apen
pan an the stove or while broiling.

Maintenance: regular cleaning of
the stove, hood, and vent system is
also important. Most range hoods
should be cleaned with a degreaser
or household detergent. Vent filters
can be cleaned In a dish-
washer. This maintenance
should be conducted once &
weck or as needed, depead-
ing on how much your stove
iz nsed.
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family needs a good pian for
disaster survival. You buy
"B msurance for your house.
Thinl of your plan as annther form of
insurance. Your family survival plan
shonld:
& Assure yon of betier

protection and more self~
reliance in case of a major disaster.

€ Provide you with an adeqguate supply of food,
water, clothing, medical supplies, and special
equipment.

© Inform each family member of their
responsibilities in an emergency.
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| Yes, it sould app

2y Which ont-of-state relative or fiiend will serve os
our “family contact” where others can get in éouch

The following are a few of the thiﬁgs

vour plan should inclode.
ar leave messages? Teach your children this
S How can we prepare purselves to
. s ; telephone number.
respond in A positive manner during %
and after a disaster? (Learn the =y How can we develop the ability to be self-suffieient
if we are isolated from help?

*Da’s™ end *Don’ts™ at home or away from home.)

2 Are we prepared to evacuate pur home in one-half =y How much ready cash will we

hour or less? need? Banks may be closed é g
gver a large area.

=y What are the best escape routes ffom our house if
repular exits are blocked? (Pay special attention to
rooms that are located above and below the main
floor.) What are our search and rescue plans?

=y What emergency supplies

do we need to assemble? 8
‘Who should be mspunsible;%_ f
for this task? v

2 If'we become separated indoors, where will we plan

to meet outdoors? 2> ‘Where will we store our
jeg?
=y What should we do if o disaster strikes when we are emergency supplies? Tmtmmm——
at work? at school? on the freewny? at the market? = Put your plan on paper!
i 9
in a theater? These are but & few of the guestions yor may weat to

answer with your disaster plan. Remember that no two
family plans will be alike, so fit yours to your family in a
. . . manner that will assure it’s use.
< gt];rﬂsz T&E ;Zfﬁft:k;nzz;f parate parts of the Your chance of survival is much higher if your fiunily
S can react ns a team. You should discoss and rebearse your
plan with your femily. This is cheap insurance to protect
the ooes you love. '

2 Where is the nearest emergency shelter Jocation to
our house? schooels? or place of worlc?

' What are the-best ways to revaite our femily after a
disaster?
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