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HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ART



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ART

TODAY’S GOALS

Find appropriate locations for art installation &  
board-up initiatives within the community

Determine which neighborhood history to share

Find appropriate means for sharing this history

Select primary locations for historic story-telling

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Significant Sites

1. 	 Concentration along  
	 commercial corridors -  
	 Dexter Ave, Livernois Ave

2. 	 Concentration in Russell  
	 Woods Historic District

Music & Entertainment History

Historic Events

Historic Properties & 
Community Institutions



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTSIGNIFICANT SITES
Vaughn’s Bookstore



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTSIGNIFICANT SITES
Former home of Dudley Randall, African-American Poet 
who also pioneered Broadside Press



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTSIGNIFICANT SITES
St. Cecilia’s Gym



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTSIGNIFICANT SITES
Davis Chrysler Plymouth dealership



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTSIGNIFICANT SITES
House in Russell Woods designed by Architect, Nathan Johnson
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Existing Historic Assets

MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTFORMER HOME OF DIANA ROSS
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTFORMER HOME OF FLORENCE BALLAD
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTFORMER HOME OF MARY WILSON
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTRUSSELL WOODS PHOTO STUDIO  
& RECORD SHOP
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTCLUB DEXTER SPEAKEASY
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTDEXTER CHOP HOUSE SPEAKEASY
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTTHE MINOR KEY JAZZ CLUB
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTLANGSTON HUGHES THEATRE
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTDEXTER THEATER
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY
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Existing Historic Assets

HISTORIC PROPERTIES &
COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTST. PAUL AME ZION CHURCH
HISTORIC PROPERTIES & COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTNEW LIGHT BAPTIST CHURCH
HISTORIC PROPERTIES & COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS



EBENEZER AME CHURCH
HISTORIC PROPERTIES & COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS
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Existing Historic Assets

HISTORIC EVENTS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTBROADSTREET PARADE
HISTORIC EVENTS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTJAZZ IN THE PARK
HISTORIC EVENTS
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WHAT WE HEARD

1.	 Community members think neighborhood  
	 history & stories are the most defining  
	 characteristics of the neighborhood

2. Community members are concerned about  
	 illegal dumping on vacant land or alleys in  
	 Russell Woods

3. In order to feel safer, residents would 
	 like occupants in vacant housing and if  
	 not at least boarded up more tightly
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OPPORTUNITIES

1.		  Integration of art + architecture

2. 		 Introduce art along commercial streets
		
3.		  Introduce art in residential areas 

4.		  Rehab existing structures to promote  
		  new businesses + economic development

5. 		 Utilize City board-up initiative
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LOCAL RETAIL 

CORRIDOR

BROADSTREET 

PARADE ROUTE

1	 DEXTER AVE
•	 Majority of community 

members would like 
to see more public 
art along commercial 
streets 

•	 Commercial zoning 
overlaps with historic 
Broadstreet Parade 
route

OPPORTUNITIES
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GREENWAY CONNECTION
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LOCAL RETAIL 

CORRIDOR

STREETSENSE 

MICRODISTRICT

2	 DAVISON ST36,933

BROADSTREET 

PARADE ROUTE

•	 Majority of community 
members would like 
to see more public 
art along commercial 
streets 

•	 Commercial zoning 
overlaps with historic 
Broadstreet Parade 
route 

•	 Average daily traffic 
volumes of 36,933 cars 
per day 

•	 Intersection of Davison, 
Livernoi & Broadstreet 
saw 64 accidents in 
2016. Art potentially 
as a traffic-calming 
strategy

OPPORTUNITIES

64

39
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GREENWAY CONNECTION
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3	 ELMHURST ST
•	 Majority of community 

members would like 
to see more public 
art along commercial 
streets 

•	 Strong existing 
community - Eleos 
Coffee House & former 
Vaughn’s bookstore  

•	 Some existing 
commercial zoning 

•	 Close to Birney site 

•	 Potential connection to 
Joe Louis Greenway

BROADSTREET 
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GREENWAY CONNECTION
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4	 WAVERLY ST +
	 CORTLAND ST

•	 Community members 
expressed concerns 
about vacant 
structures along 
Waverly & Cortland

OPPORTUNITIES
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GREENWAY CONNECTION
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BIRNEY

5	 ALONG  
	 BROADSTREET  
	 PARADE ROUTE

•	 Connects the two 
neighborhoods - Russell 
Woods and Nardin Park 

•	 Connects existing parks 
within the neighborhood, 
including Russell 
Woods, Zussman, 
McCabe, Schultz 

•	 Approximately 3.25mi 
(1h walk / 20m bike)

OPPORTUNITIES



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PRECEDENTS

YOUTHWORKS DETROIT



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + ARCHITECTURE
PRECEDENTS

AFRICAN BEAD MUSEUM
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WAVERLY

ART + ARCHITECTURE
PRECEDENTS

THEASTER GATES DORCHESTER PROJECTS, CHICAGO



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + ARCHITECTURE
PRECEDENTS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + ARCHITECTURE
PRECEDENTS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PRECEDENTS

BREATHING LIGHTS, ALBANY, SCHENECTADY, TROY



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PRECEDENTS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART + COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PRECEDENTS

SITE:LAB, GRAND RAPIDS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTCOMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PRECEDENTS

THIS PLACE MATTERS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTHERITAGE TRAIL
PRECEDENTS

BIRMINGHAM CIVIL RIGHTS HERITAGE TRAIL, ALABAMA



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTHERITAGE TRAIL
PRECEDENTS

BIRMINGHAM CIVIL RIGHTS HERITAGE TRAIL, ALABAMA

huizhenng
Sticky Note
open space
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huizhenng
Sticky Note
streetscape



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTCOMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - BIKE TOUR
PRECEDENTS

ATLANTA CIVIL RIGHTS BIKE TOUR



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART ALONG COMMERCIAL STREETS
PRECEDENTS

NESPOON, CHICAGO PIANO STAIRS, VALPARAISO CHILE

huizhenng
Sticky Note
streetscape



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART ALONG COMMERCIAL STREETS
PRECEDENTS



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTART IN PARKS
PRECEDENTS

FREENOTES HARMONY PARK, DURANGO COLORADO

huizhenng
Sticky Note
open space
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Living Trades Academy program

SUPPORTING PROGRAMS - LIVING TRADES ACADEMY
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SUPPORTING PROGRAMS - MICHIGAN HISTORIC PRESERVATION NETWORK
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SUPPORTING PROGRAMS -  
MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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Each dollar of 
tax credit 
leverages 
four dollars of 
private 
investment.

$4

How the Historic Tax Credit (HTC)
Leverages Private Investment

$1
$200k Tax  

Credits
+

$800k Private 
Dollars

=
$1m Total

16 Jobs Created

$971k Added 
GDP

$885k Added  
Activity

$256k Local, 
State,

Federal 
Taxes

$2.m
Total Economic Activity:

Investment:$200,00
0 of tax credits
spurs $800,000 in 
private dollars, 
creating $1 
million 
of investment

For every $1 million in historic 
property investment,16 jobs 
are created and $2.1 million in 
economic activity 
is catalyzed



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ARTHISTORIC PRESERVATION: CONSERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICTS ​
An opportunity to protect neighborhood character according to 
residents’ criteria.



HISTORIC PROPERTIES + ART

Which commercial streets are best suited for 
integration of art and story-telling?

Which historic narrative resonates most with you?

What is the best way to tell this story?

Where do you think is the best location to demarcate 
this history?

1.

2.

3.

4.

WORKING GROUPS
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Feedback from May 

2018 Focus Groups

1. Rich history and deep family ties 
within the neighborhood

2. Additional significant community 
members discovered – Raymond 
Jenkins, Lina Parker, Dinah 
Washington etc.

3. Interest in developing Dexter into a 
commercial ‘International Village’

4. Economic development needs to 
reflect the character of community

5. Art is not only a representative 
medium but also has a responsibility 
to communicate information






