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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, February 16, 2017

3 About 3:00 p.m.

4                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Good afternoon and welcome to

5      the weekly afternoon meeting of the Board of Police

6      Commission.  I am your Chair, Willie Bell, from

7      District 4 and I'm going to call the meeting to order.

8      And we have one of our outstanding chaplains in the

9      house.  I'm going to call for Chaplain Barry to come

10      forward for invocation, please.  It's good to see all

11      your smiling face this afternoon.  Must be post

12      Valentine.

13                     (Invocation given).

14                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes.  Good afternoon.  Thank

15      you.  We're going to have roll call and I'm going to

16      start to my far left with Commissioner Shelby.

17                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Commissioner Richard

18      Shelby, District 1.

19                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Commission Ricard Moore

20      District 7 Vice Chair.

21                CHAIRMAN BELL:  It's good to see and interact

22      with my immediate past Chair, Lisa Carter from District

23      6.

24                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Yes, sir.

25                CHAIRMAN BELL:  It's good to see you this
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1      afternoon.

2                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you, sir.  It's

3      good to be here.  Thank you.

4                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner Brooks?

5                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Elizabeth Brooks

6      at-large.

7                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Derek Sanders

8      at-large, appointed.

9                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Eva Garza

10      Dewaelsche at-large.

11                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.  We have excused

12      absence for Bishop Edgar Vann and that's it at this

13      time.

14                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Commissioner Crawford is

15      going to be --

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Right.  Commissioner Crawford

17      is in the building and he'll be here shortly.  Mr.

18      Hicks, do we have a quorum?

19                SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes, I guess, Mr. Chair,

20      you have a quorum.

21                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Okay.  He hesitated for a

22      minute but it's been established that we have a quorum.

23      The Chair would entertain a motion for approval of the

24      agenda for this afternoon meeting.

25                COMMISSIONER:  So moved.
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1                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

2                CHAIRMAN BELL:  It's been properly moved and

3      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye?

4                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

5                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Those opposed.  Motion

6      carried.

7                The next item with the approval of minutes

8      from February should be hopefully the 9th right?  Yes.

9      2017.

10                COMMISSIONER:  So moved.

11                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

12                CHAIRMAN BELL:  It's been properly moved and

13      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye?

14                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

16      carries.

17                And sitting -- no.  Let's move to Mr. Hicks.

18      Would you introduce the board staff, please?

19                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

20      First of all, I want to introduce or indicate that

21      Robert Brown is not with us this evening.  Robert had

22      the good occasion to go visit his daughter who's away

23      at school and we're all, you know, really supportive of

24      dads in that regard.  Replacing Robert at the table is

25      a Jonya Underwood.  Jonya's over here.  And, of course,
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1      we have Ms. Johnson who's sitting at the front for our

2      fiscal area, Ms. White, and policy area Gail Oxendine,

3      who's over in this area here.  And I should indicate

4      that, of course, Sergeant Quinn is doing the taping of

5      the media services is doing the audio visual today, and

6      Mindy Womack is the court reporter today.  And then

7      seems like last, but never last, but I come back to

8      Chief Drake, because Chief Drake normally has other

9      individuals on her staff she'd like to also introduce,

10      so Chief Drake.

11                C.I. DRAKE:  For the record, Pamela Davis

12      Drake, Chief Investigator, and with us today is

13      supervising investigator, Lawrence Akbar.

14                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Good to see you all and

15      appreciate your attendance and your involvement.  And

16      sitting in for Chief Craig, who needs no introduction,

17      but I'm going to introduce him anyway, the one and only

18      AC Dolunt.

19                A.C. DOLUNT:  Afternoon.

20                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Afternoon, sir.  Would you

21      entertain introducing any other staff of DPD?

22                A.C. DOLUNT:  Captain Bliss is here from the

23      5th precinct.

24                CHAIRMAN BELL:  My captain from the 5th

25      precinct, Captain Bliss.
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1                A.C. DOLUNT:  Your captain.  He'll be doing a

2      presentation later for the board.  Captain Chambers is

3      here from internal affairs.  Lieutenant Johnson from

4      Assistant Chief Stair's office.  Sergeant Alexander

5      from Assistant Chief White's office.  Commander Simpson

6      internal affairs.  Lieutenant Potts from Neighborhood

7      Policing and Sergeant Potts from firearms.  Anyone else

8      I missed?

9                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you, sir.  It's good to

10      see DPD family at the meeting.  Do we have any elected

11      officials or anyone representing elected officials?  At

12      this time, would you like to care to introduce

13      yourself?  Dr. Divers?

14                DR. DIVERS:  From the office of Councilman

15      George Cushingberry.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Any others.  Any community

17      organization leaders?  Madam president.  Thank you.

18      And I see assistant police academy.  Sharon Pannell and

19      others.  Any others?  It's good to see you.  Did I miss

20      anyone?  Thank you.  Commissioner Willie Burton has

21      joined us.  Thank you from District 5.

22                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you, Mr.

23      Chairman.

24                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you, sir.  I just have

25      a brief report that myself and Chief Investigator
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1      Pamela Davis-Drake had an opportunity to interact with

2      academy class, correct me if I'm wrong.  Is that 17D?

3      Drake 17D about 30 young people in the academy.  I

4      think we was pleased.  We had a great deal of

5      interaction Q and A, so it was real -- interface was

6      good and we was impressed with the class.  They was

7      engaging and Ms. Drake gave always a thorough

8      PowerPoint on OCI, break it down.  And we also gave

9      them a little history in terms of the DPD, the past,

10      the present and the future and we welcome them and

11      director of personnel, Gail Oxendine, would be pleased

12      with that type of interaction.  And academy class staff

13      is on full capacity, in my opinion, so I appreciate

14      that type of -- oh, there he is.  Captain Williams.  I

15      don't see you.  I got overshadowed by all the Internal

16      Affairs in the house.  Officer always get a little

17      nervous when Internal Affairs would show up, but I

18      finished with a clean career.  But it's good to see

19      you, sir.  Appreciate the academy and all this go into

20      that type of involvement.

21                And was that Wednesday morning?  Wednesday

22      morning our Vice Chair, Ricardo Moore, we had

23      interaction with interns.  You want to elaborate on

24      that?  You want to share?

25                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  It was about 12 interns
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1      I guess recruited from Director Oxendine's office and

2      we just had an opportunity to talk to them about law

3      enforcement and my main message was for them to stay

4      relevant to the citizens of Detroit, and that means

5      whether it means listening to the music that folks

6      listening to or go back and become educated, just be

7      relevant to whatever your mission and core function is

8      in law enforcement.  And I think the Chairman was

9      talking about and Joe Frazier and Muhammad Ali and the

10      rope-a-dope so you might went to elaborate on that.

11                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Most of them could not

12      identify with that, it was so long ago.  I just tried

13      to explain to them that when you go into the ring,

14      everybody is in the ring with you and they give

15      instruction.  They going to throw a left and right and

16      everybody giving instruction.  When it come down to it,

17      they have to step out of the ring, right, and it comes

18      down to those two individuals.  So we can train them,

19      but at some point in time, they're going to be out

20      there as police officers in terms of that training is

21      to kick in but we're doing our best to make sure they

22      are trained.  And as you well know, Muhammad Ali went

23      on to a great career and Joe Frazier was a heavyweight

24      champion too, so they have opportunity.  Main thing,

25      they was in the ring and we'd get in the ring with
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1      them, but after that, you pretty much have to -- that

2      first day on the job you're out there and there are

3      people who are going to be helpful but it's on you now.

4      You are the star.  Thank you.  And that was a good

5      interaction with that particular group of individuals.

6                That's basically all I have.  We're going to

7      hear more.  I had two conversations with Chief Craig.

8      Chief Craig is attending a NOBLE conference, National

9      Black Law Enforcement Executive something, training

10      conference, so he briefed me in references to what has

11      transpired.  I'm pretty sure AC Dolunt probably going

12      to elaborate, but there was some concern that these

13      investigation of police shootings, especially a

14      fatality is not just by DPD, it's also involve Michigan

15      State Police and that's something and that was some

16      statement in reference to that, but the Michigan State

17      Police was involved in that investigation.  You'll

18      probably hear more in reference to AC Dolunt reporting

19      out on that, but that's basically all I want to convey

20      to you at this time in terms of my reporting out.

21                So the next item of business would be

22      resolution from our immediate Chair, Lisa Carter, and

23      Commissioner Moore.

24                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good afternoon, once

25      again.  This is a resolution honoring retired police
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1      officer Curtis S. Yancy.  Whereas Curtis S. Yancey was

2      appointed to the Detroit Police Department on July

3      15th, 1985.  Upon graduating from the Detroit

4      Metropolitan Police Academy, Officer Yancey began his

5      career at the 7th precinct and now, therefore, be it

6      resolved that the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners

7      speaking on behalf of the Detroit Police Department and

8      the citizens of the City of Detroit recognize the

9      lifelong commitment to public safety by Police Officer

10      Curtis S. Yancey, your fidelity to law enforcement has

11      been an invaluable asset to the Department and merit

12      our highest regard.  We salute and congratulate you,

13      Police Officer Curtis Yancey, signed by the Detroit

14      Board of Police Commissioners.  Move for adoption.

15                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Been properly moved and

17      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye?

18                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

19                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

20      carried.  Thank you.

21                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Resolution honoring

22      retired Investigator William Everett Galen.  Whereas

23      Mr. William Galen was appointed to the Detroit Police

24      Department on February 3rd, 1996.  Upon graduating from

25      the Detroit Metropolitan Police Academy his career
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1      began at the Seventh precinct.

2                And now, therefore, be it resolved, that the

3      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on

4      behalf of the citizens of Detroit and the Detroit

5      Police Department award this resolution to Investigator

6      William in recognition of his 26 years of outstanding

7      service and dedication.  His professionalism, integrity

8      and standard of commitment to the City of Detroit and

9      its citizens merit our highest regards and best wishes

10      for continued success.  We thank and congratulate you

11      Investigator William Galen from the Detroit Board of

12      Police Commissioners.  Move for adoption, Mr. Chairman.

13                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

14                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Been properly moved and

15      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye.

16                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

17                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

18      carries.  Thank you.

19                And the next item of business would be

20      hearing from AC Dolunt on behalf of Chief Craig.

21                A.C. DOLUNT:  Good afternoon.  There's a

22      couple things we're going to cover.  First the stats.

23      Homicides are up five which is 15%.  Non-fatals we have

24      terrible start to the year.  Slowly getting better, but

25      we're up to 127, non-fatals which is 36%.  Armed
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1      robberies are down 8%.  Our car-jackings are down 13%.

2                There's been a couple things that have

3      happened recently.  In today's paper, one of the

4      Detroit Police Officers was arrested for first degree

5      murder in Florida named Brian Mytych.  He was here for

6      five years.  Left.  Went to Westland.  No longer there.

7      Went to Florida and killed a man last night.  So I

8      don't know much about his career in Detroit, but I just

9      want to bring it out that he did leave.  Unfortunately,

10      one of the pictures I seen of him was in a Detroit

11      Police uniform.  The last time he was employed by

12      Westland Police.  On Tuesday we had an officer involved

13      in a shooting.  It was fatal.  I did speak to the

14      officer today.

15                As you spoke earlier, the homicide section is

16      evident.  Our task force, which is also comprised of

17      Michigan State Troopers, so there shouldn't be an

18      appearance that we're trying to hide anything.  As

19      Chief Craig spoke about on Wednesday at the press

20      conference, the officers were making a routine traffic

21      stop, were going to try to make a routine traffic stop

22      on a car that was speeding.  Unbeknownst to them, the

23      car was carjacked on Saturday, I believe.  It hadn't

24      been reported to the police.  The officer didn't know

25      that.  Went to make a traffic stop.  The individual
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1      lost control of his car.  We're told he hit a van by

2      citizens at the scene.  However, the owner of the van

3      has not come forward so we've not been able to

4      substantiate that.  He came to rest at a building, took

5      off on foot.  The officer, a 22-year veteran chased the

6      subject for about a quarter mile zigzagging through

7      vacant lots, abandoned houses, overgrown brush.  Over

8      on Webb in the back yard, a struggle ensued and a shot

9      was fired by the officer.  The individual is deceased.

10      We did track.  We were unable to locate a weapon,

11      though we have, we believe, statements the individual

12      may have been armed.  When we spoke to the individual

13      who had been carjacked, he pointed him out.  Subject

14      that was shot and said he was armed when he stole my

15      car.  Additionally, the individual had been arrested I

16      believe late last year in another carjacking crew.  He

17      was not charged.  The other three that were arrested

18      with him were.

19                So, it's my understanding we're going to

20      submit the investigator's report to the Wayne County

21      Prosecutors Office I believe by the end of the week and

22      they should start reviewing it on Monday.  I would

23      caution the public, or anyone else, to think there will

24      be a rush to judgement.  If you recall, the two

25      officers that were involved in the shootings in
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1      Dearborn, it took just about a year before a final

2      decision was made.  Ms. Worthy tries to do a very

3      thorough investigation.  Does not try to jump the gun.

4      So I'm assuming it will be the same case here.  So I

5      would ask that the public, and everyone else, be

6      patient.  I'm sure they're going to have additional

7      questions and ask for additional information from our

8      investigators and we'll provide them with that and

9      that's kind of where we're at.  Does the Board have any

10      questions?

11                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioners, questions or

12      concerns for AC Dolunt?  Let's pause.  I want to

13      recognize Commissioner Reggie Crawford joined us about

14      five minutes ago.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  I apologize for

16      being late.  I had another very very important meeting.

17      My discipline doesn't allow me to be late to meetings,

18      but in this case it's an exception.

19                Yes, sir, Assistant Chief.  I just have a

20      question in terms of this man that was shot,

21      unfortunately, and killed.  Information that was

22      released to the media about his criminal history, was

23      that really relevant or is the department normally --

24                A.C. DOLUNT:  Once he was identified, the

25      news media started asking about that.  Our initial
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1      stuff we had, information was -- oh, I'm sorry.

2      Director Woody would like to comment.

3                DIRECTOR WOODY:  Good afternoon, Board.

4      Director Woody, human relations Detroit Police

5      Department.  We at no time released any background

6      information on that suspect.  It should be noted that

7      the media carries their own background check process.

8      They can access a lot of the same records that we can.

9      They have Lexus Nexus, a lot of different tools that

10      they use.  So at no time did the Department release any

11      information.

12                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Because I know

13      the Department would not want information released on

14      the officer in terms of -- and there's always a

15      pushback in terms of getting the officer's name

16      involved, particularly if there's a discipline, if

17      there's anything like that.  Particularly in this

18      particular incident, I mean the man deceased.  So what

19      would be the relevance of releasing, other than what

20      the Assistant Chief said in terms of the car, the

21      carjacking, perhaps, but just this --

22                DIRECTOR WOODY:  Correct.  From our position,

23      sir, there would be no relevance whatsoever from us.

24                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Perhaps I need to

25      talk to the media see about this criminalization and
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1      demonizing someone who's deceased.

2                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner Moore.

3                A.C. DOLUNT:  May I respond?  I'm not trying

4      to demonize anyone, but I'm also -- I don't want people

5      to think.  And sometimes they do, especially in current

6      state of the country, that our law enforcement officers

7      are just shooting people for no reason.  In this

8      particular case, the officers were not aware of the

9      effect and definitely could have been seriously

10      injured.  We didn't have that information.  So it does

11      work both ways.  I'm not demonizing anyone.  I'm not

12      exonerating the police officer until the investigation

13      is complete.  All I'm saying is that I have heard and

14      I've spoke to the officer myself and he's distraught

15      because he is being portrayed as this heartless killer,

16      and that's not the case.  As he spoke to me, we talked.

17      It's never easy to use your weapon.  It's never easy to

18      take someone's life.  I'm not demonizing anybody, I'm

19      just telling people that this is what goes through

20      cops's minds when they have a split second to make a

21      decision.  And when people have to make a split second

22      decision, they're going to be Monday morning

23      quarterbacked.

24                And part of my speech on the don't rush to

25      judgement on the warrant is because even though it took
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1      a year for those two officers from Dearborn to be

2      exonerated, they have to live with the fact that people

3      are demonizing them because they haven't been

4      exonerated or found guilty and they have not had in

5      their minds due process.  And I've gone over this with

6      several people who have had to take an individual's

7      life, and it's not an easy thing.  I was not trying to

8      demonize anyone, for the record.

9                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Excuse me, for the

10      record, I think the record --

11                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Could, could.

12                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Pardon me.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Could we pause for a minute.

14      I think Commissioner Moore, you were next.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Because I never

16      implied or said the Department.  I believe the record

17      will reflect in speaking to Mr. Woody that I said

18      perhaps I need to talk to the media about demonizing

19      and criminalizing this individual since it was the

20      media that put it out there.  So with all due respect,

21      Assistant Chief, I didn't say you said it or the

22      Department.  I said I will talk to the media and I got

23      that information from Mr. Woody who stated that the

24      Department didn't put this information out there.

25                A.C. DOLUNT:  Fair enough.  I will apologize
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1      to you, Mr. Crawford, publicly I will apologize to

2      Commissioner Crawford.  It's very emotional.

3                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I didn't in know way

4      imply that or say that.

5                A.C. DOLUNT:  Fair enough.

6                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

7                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner Moore.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Just a quick question.

9      Who's responsible for DPD Live, Detroit Police

10      Department Live on Facebook?

11                DIRECTOR WOODY:  That would be my department,

12      sir.

13                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So that's open for

14      anybody to go back and look that no one said about the

15      gentleman's criminal history being put out there, is

16      that correct?  I think the Chief is the primary

17      spokesman.

18                DIRECTOR WOODY:  That's correct, sir.  And I

19      do believe that there was one particular incident that

20      was referenced but not in detail was anything provided

21      to the media to the degree that was released.

22                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  What was that one

23      incident?

24                DIRECTOR WOODY:  I believe he discussed a

25      carjacking incident from that actually sparked off that
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1      whole --

2                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I thought I heard

3      something about a prison guard or something being

4      assaulted or something?

5                DIRECTOR WOODY:  That's correct.  That did

6      not have anything to do with his juvenile record.  That

7      was something that occurred in 2016 and was a matter of

8      some other proceedings that may be relevant to the

9      investigation.

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So is that what

11      Commissioner Crawford's talking about his criminal

12      record?

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  With all due respect,

14      I haven't seen anything on DPD Live or anything like

15      that.  The issue as was out there in the media and I

16      was just concerned about the origin of it.  And even as

17      the Assistant Chief stated, and I have all the

18      confidence in the Wayne County Prosecutor, Kim Worthy,

19      in terms of her conducting her investigation so that's

20      where I, you know, in terms of at this point.

21                My statement was the man is deceased.  So

22      what is the relevance of it?  I mean other than getting

23      back to the statement the Assistant Chief made in terms

24      of the carjacking, you know, and that would lay perhaps

25      credence as to why this man was running because, as you
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1      well know, what was reported initially, they didn't

2      even know why he was fleeing at the time.

3                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And also I might add

5      too, Prosecutor Kim Worthy came to us four months ago,

6      spoke before this Commission in terms of what -- about

7      information being released in the media in terms of

8      investigations, etcetera.  She did speak before this

9      Commission on that issue in terms of how investigations

10      are conducted and kind of -- well, in essence, not

11      releasing certain information or to be time sensitive.

12      Perhaps that's my statement.

13                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I believe she said it

14      was a state mandate.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Any other Commissioners?

17      Thank you.

18                DIRECTOR WOODY:  Thank you so much.

19                CHAIRMAN BELL:  These are always serious

20      issues, very sensitive in terms of any police

21      shootings, especially with a fatal shooting, so

22      investigation will go forward.  And we have no control

23      of the media.  The media come in so many facets in this

24      day and age, I wouldn't know where to start.  But the

25      bottom line, it's the media.  And, as you well know,
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1      you can find out stuff over an instant by Googling

2      anybody's name and you come with etcetera, etcetera.

3      You go a little further and pay a little fee and

4      they'll be it little bit more, so it's out there.  So

5      I'm glad to hear that the Department was respectful and

6      not engage in that type, but sometimes the background

7      people want to know.

8                So let's move on to -- was there anything

9      else, AC Dolunt?

10                A.C. DOLUNT:  I think that's it.

11                CHAIRMAN BELL:  You had a couple people join

12      us.  I see two or three join us.

13                A.C. DOLUNT:  Oh.  Commander Bettison.

14                CHAIRMAN BELL:  And Deputy Chief Washington.

15      Are we prepared for the Chief of Police Improvement

16      Plan?  Is that something going to be in the future

17      perhaps?

18                SECRETARY HICKS:  To my understanding is that

19      AC White was going to be present for that discussion.

20                A.C. DOLUNT:  I wasn't aware of that.  I'm

21      sorry.

22                CHAIRMAN BELL:  We're just going to get

23      clarity if we're going to go forward.  If not, we can

24      move on.

25                D.C.  WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.  Through the
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1      Chair.  Celia Washington.  So there had been some

2      preliminary discussion as it relates to the Improvement

3      Plan.  Documents were provided to Mr. Hicks and Ms.

4      White and we were going to have a pre-meeting, it was

5      my understanding, before the presentation, and I'm

6      still waiting to get that meeting.

7                For today, one of the items on the Board's

8      calendar of events was the Annual Report and that's

9      what we were prepared for today.

10                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Okay.  We'll speak to the

11      Annual Report then.

12                D.C. WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Okay.  Thank you for that

14      clarity.  Annual Report then.

15                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Good afternoon, Board.  I am

16      Captain Mark Bliss of the Fifth Precinct.  Also a

17      member of the Annual Report Committee.

18                In November of 2016 under the direction of

19      James E. Craig, Assistant Chief James E. White

20      established the Annual Report Committee which is

21      comprised of Second Deputy Chief Celia Banks

22      Washington, Director Michael Woody, myself, Lieutenant

23      Sonia Russell, Lieutenant Melissa Gardner, Lieutenant

24      Carrie Sloan, Lieutenant Franklin Hayes, Sergeant Rumel

25      D. Alexander, sergeant Alan Quinn, Corporal Stacy



2/16/20172/16/2017

Page 23

1      Amering, Police Officer Gregory Matthews, Rose Love and

2      Elena Farmer of the City of Detroit's Creative Services

3      Department.

4                The Committee's objective is to create an

5      annual report that focuses on our members and our

6      achievements.  The 2015 Annual Report was constructed

7      from the ground up specifically detailing what sections

8      were to be focussed on and how the information was to

9      be presented to the reader.  There were many ideas

10      developed and implemented in the first report that will

11      be carried over to the 2016 version.  The format will

12      remain mostly the same with the order of the sections

13      being slightly modified for updated material.  The

14      following changes will we made to the 2016 report.

15      First, the community partnership's page will now

16      reflect a new individual each year.

17                Secondly, the officers in charge of the

18      department specialized units and platoons will be added

19      and identified.

20                Third, the unsung officers supervisor section

21      well be replaced.  The officer in charge of each

22      platoon will be highlighted in the precinct section.

23      And finally, a revised memorial page will be produced.

24      In addition to these changes, all department personnel

25      will be updated to include appointments, promotions,
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1      new members and retirees.  With the layout finalized,

2      other facets of the report can be revised to present

3      the reader with a familiar but new product.  Currently,

4      the committee is in the process of data collection and

5      selection of photographs for the book.  In addition,

6      the written sections are being reviewed and refreshed

7      with more content.  Report is scheduled to be completed

8      by the end of February and we're on track to make that

9      date.  Any questions?

10                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioners?  Well, we look

11      forward to receiving the annual report.  Completion

12      probably going to be the end of the month so somewhere

13      along in March in that time.

14                CAPTAIN BLISS:  We'll have a working draft

15      probably by the end of February, beginning of March.

16      Then we'll be presenting something.  You'll probably

17      see the draft before anything else is finalized.

18                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you, Captain.

19                CAPTAIN BLISS:  Thank you.

20                CHAIRMAN BELL:  The next item would be the

21      Criminal Justice System Liaison program is going to be

22      coming before us.  Commission, you have a handout here.

23      Little housekeeping before they start speaking and

24      identify themselves.  Back table there are some cards.

25      Have you collect cards?
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1                MS. UNDERWOOD:  Not yet.

2                CHAIRMAN BELL:  I'm sorry.  We're going to

3      circulate.  If you want to speak when we get down to

4      that point in the agenda, put your name on the card and

5      staff will call you up in that order.  So this is your

6      opportunity to fill out the card and we ask you comply

7      with that process as we try to initiate a little order

8      in terms of how we're conducting our order.  And I just

9      went to say you have two minutes and you're speaking to

10      the Board and be respectful because we respect you in

11      terms of coming out this afternoon at our meeting and

12      give you that floor so we want to make sure that we do

13      things properly and thank you.  Yes, sir.

14                MR. HOWARD:  Good afternoon, Board.  My name

15      is Norris Howard.  I'm representing, as you can see

16      from the pamphlet, Central City Integrated Health.  It

17      is a community reentry division that I am the division

18      manager for.  And one of the things that we're here

19      today is to introduce you and give the Board

20      information about a position that has been developed

21      with the cooperation of the Detroit Wayne Mental Health

22      Authority for a criminal justice systems liaison.  And

23      this is an individual that will work with the community

24      as well as criminal justice system and the court system

25      to identify those individuals with a mental illness
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1      that may be assisted and diverted both from the jails

2      as well as going into the jails and to reduce

3      recidivism for those individuals that we come into

4      contact with as well as to help those reintegrate into

5      the community.

6                If you refer to the sheet that looks like

7      this, I've also been tasked by the state a diversion

8      council to develop a system-wide program that would

9      address each of the five intercept points that you see

10      before you.  The intercept point that we would like to

11      work with the Detroit Police Department with would be

12      intercept position one, number one and that's the

13      community, and I will have Mr. Matthew speak to you

14      about his position as that liaison.

15                MR. BROWN:  Good afternoon, Board.  For

16      record, my name is Matthew Brown.  I am a licensed

17      Masters of Social Work and I have a full license in

18      dealing with the Community Mental Health System.  So my

19      position as a criminal justice systems liaison would be

20      to both interact with the individuals in the community

21      while also interacting with all different systems

22      across the criminal justice system.  We are working

23      with the courts.  We are work with Pastor Barry.  We've

24      been working with Detroit/Wayne Mental Health

25      Authority.  So any system that is within the criminal
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1      justice kind of auspices, we will be functioning to

2      bridge any gaps.  And to kind of put this into context,

3      we designed this program to identify those who are kind

4      of falling between the cracks.  So the people who might

5      be indigent or individuals in the community that might

6      be at risk of committing a crime due to mental illness,

7      substance abuse and also, well, one of the pieces to

8      highlight is the intellectual and developmental

9      abilities.

10                So just as us working in the jails, we also

11      want to try and work at getting services connected with

12      individual's pre-arrest, and that's what my position is

13      designated to do.  And if you can refer to this form,

14      it's a basic program outline of my position and the

15      beginning piece we'll discuss the primary intended

16      outcomes and then also at the very bottom would be the

17      scope of service for your review.  So please, if any

18      questions, I'm more than willing to answer.

19                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioners, questions or

20      concerns?

21                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I have a question.

22                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

23                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  For the police, are

24      there any police being trained now in any kind if

25      program to interact with people with mental illness?
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1      Can they identify with them?  Is there any system or

2      program going on now?

3                A.C. DOLUNT:  Commander Bettison?  Commander

4      Bettison.  Commander Bettison.  Did you hear the

5      question from commissioner?

6                COMMANDER BETTISON:  I believe I did hear the

7      question.  I'll repeat it to make sure that I did hear

8      it.  Is the Detroit Police Department providing mental

9      illness, mental illness training to our officers.  The

10      answer is absolutely yes.  In our academy in our

11      40-hour training, all of our department members receive

12      training as far as mental illness, awareness, things to

13      look out for.  So yes.  Thank you.

14                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes Commissioner.

15                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the Chair.  Are

16      you asking the Detroit Police Department to contact you

17      when the officers come into contact with individuals

18      suffering from mental illness?

19                COMMANDER BETTISON:  Yes.  We are putting

20      together the ability for you to contact us and we will

21      have transportation to come to whatever site you're at.

22      We also have temporary housing, if that's the issue.

23      We can also take that person to a -- we're a qualified

24      healthcare facility, so if there are other issues,

25      housing issues, whatever we --
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1                COMMISSIONERS SHELBY:  Because correct me if

2      I'm wrong, generally we take them to the Crisis Center

3      when we come across an individual.

4                COMMANDER BETTISON:  What we're looking at is

5      those individuals that aren't in a crisis but at risk

6      for becoming a crisis without any intervention.

7                A.C. DOLUNT:  I'm not sure -- I don't want to

8      sound ignorant, but I'm not sure how -- I can have

9      mental issues and you can come in contact and you might

10      not know it.  So how -- as the officers, how would you

11      know that I have mental illness?

12                COMMANDER BETTISON:  But if you would suspect

13      that a person has some issues that, that doesn't put

14      them in an emergency situation at that time, then you

15      can contact us.

16                MS. WASHINGTON:  Celia Washington.  Again,

17      through the Chair.  So this is not a new topic, and we

18      have had conversations, I believe, with your agency in

19      the past.  And there were some things that needed to be

20      worked through.  One of those particularly was the

21      ability to identify those types of individuals.  The

22      bigger piece was where do they go.  And the last

23      conversations I was involved in, that had not been

24      resolved.

25                At one point that there was a facility that
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1      may have been overcontrolled by an agency, but we knew

2      for sure that the DBC wasn't appropriate and that Wayne

3      County Jail was not appropriate.  So there are some

4      logistics and we'll be happy to resume those

5      conversations, but I know that's a couple year's worth

6      of conversations that I've been involved in.

7                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner Moore?

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Just a quick question.

9      Are you a 24-hour facility?

10                MR. BROWN:  Our services are 24 hours.

11                A.C. DOLUNT:  That's a good question because

12      if your services are 24 hours.

13                MR. BROWN:  Yes.

14                A.C. DOLUNT:  But if I'm working midnights.

15                MR. BROWN:  And you get in touch with us and

16      you have an individual that needs some type of

17      services, we have what we developed our transitional

18      housing room and board and that person will take them

19      to, and then one of our staff will go and work with

20      that person.

21                A.C. DOLUNT:  So it's not a committal.

22                MR. BROWN:  No, it's not a committal.

23                A.C. DOLUNT:  I can't make them go though,

24      right?

25                MR. BROWN:  No.  It's all voluntary.
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1                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner Carter.

2                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Through the Chair.  So

3      do you have to be referred by the Police Department?

4      Can a community member refer someone to you?

5                MR. BROWN:  Community member, anyone.  We're

6      open to the community at-large.  It's a community

7      liaison.

8                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.

9                MR. BROWN:  You're welcome.

10                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  How long have you been

11      in existence?

12                MR. BROWN:  Central City Integrated Health or

13      this particular program?

14                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  This program.

15                MR. BROWN:  This program, his position is a

16      pilot program.  We've been doing jail diversion and

17      prison reentry since 1997 and we were formerly known as

18      Detroit Central City Integrated Health, but now that

19      we're a qualified healthcare facility we have

20      re-branded to Central City Integrated Health.

21                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  So you have

22      experience.

23                MR. BROWN:  Yes, sir.

24                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

25                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes.
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  So you are working

2      with the Wayne County Jail System.

3                MR. BROWN:  Yes.  As a matter of fact, we're

4      putting in completion touches on a MOU and we'll be

5      able to gain access into the jails to begin the

6      services working with the individuals.  We're also, the

7      Mental Health Point Program, working with Judge King so

8      that's also one of the programs that is a part of our

9      organization.

10                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  I work in

11      the Wayne County Jail.  There is a lot of work needed

12      in the Wayne County Jail.  Those individuals bond case

13      dismissed or whatever and they're released back out

14      into the communities.

15                MR. BROWN:  We're also working a pilot

16      program where we can actually start seeing the bonders

17      right before they're released, and we've been working

18      with the tether division to identify those individuals

19      with mental health issues that are being released on

20      tethers and we will actually pick that person up and

21      take them to the point of contact where they can

22      receive services.

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you, sir.

24                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Are you working on

25      locating a facility now, because there are a lot of
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1      empty buildings around in Detroit?

2                MR. BROWN:  No, ma'am.  That is not part of

3      what our program is doing.  That's more on the

4      authority's side.  But yes, they are looking at trying

5      to get that in place.  And I am familiar with that

6      project that they were working on.  And it was, it was

7      difficult to try to find a facility that wasn't a

8      crisis center, but more or less like a urgent care

9      center that the officers could take the person and drop

10      them off, but it required so much conversation that

11      they're still working on that.  So in lieu of that,

12      we've come up with this.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Any other comments from the

14      Board?  If not, what I heard from Deputy Chief

15      Washington, she's somewhat familiar with your program

16      and she's willing to interface with you and perhaps

17      work something out in terms of a formal, semiformal

18      whatever process.  I would strongly suggest that you

19      contact her and she's willing to work with you on

20      behalf of the Department to see where that goes.  Yes.

21                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I just want to thank

22      Chaplain Barry for bringing you here today.  He's from

23      the 2nd Precinct.  He's part of District 7 and the

24      majority of the residents that usually attend are from

25      District 7.  Thank you.
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1                CHAIRMAN BELL:  I think Chaplain Barry took

2      the initiative from a couple of weeks ago we had this

3      discussion about mental health, how can we serve our

4      community with so many people falling so we appreciate

5      you coming before us.  I just hope you take advantage

6      of what's been offered by DC Washington trying to

7      really work.  There's such a need.

8                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Yeah, there is.

9      Absolutely.

10                CHAIRMAN BELL:  There's a tremendous need,

11      unfortunate so many instances that people need that

12      type of assistance.

13                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Especially in District

14      7.

15                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  All Districts.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  All districts.  Citywide.

17      Nationwide, really.  Thank you.  Thank you.  Appreciate

18      it.

19                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Standing committees reporting

20      out at this time?  If not, ad-hoc committee, we would

21      like to hear in terms of -- we always want to hear from

22      about recruiting.  Anything you want to share with us

23      just say we're recruiting.  That would be fine.  But

24      however you want to approach it.

25                MS. BROOKS:  We are recruiting.  We have run
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1      into a little difficulty with raising money for

2      Driver's Ed for Cody.  Cody was one of the schools that

3      was on the list.  And so some of the funders that I've

4      had set up meetings with, I'm delaying them until we

5      can find out how we can do it because they have told me

6      they will not give money to the schools.  So I'm

7      working with Lieutenant Gardner and the Police

8      Foundation to see how we can fund it into the Police

9      Station's 501c3, and that's all I'm going to speak of

10      that.  I will tell you more when we get more plans

11      together.  Thank you.

12                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

13                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  If I could just

14      add, we are going to be putting a calendar together as

15      well.  We're going to be meeting very soon to put a

16      calendar together.  But we are looking at recently

17      there was a fair, a career fair at the Northwest

18      Activities Center with the Sheriff's Department and the

19      Detroit Police Department Director, and I think there

20      was a lot of -- we were able to get a lot of candidates

21      that way.  So we're looking at doing that at the other

22      one stops as well so we'll be coming up with a calendar

23      real soon to do that because it was very successful,

24      right?

25                MS. OXENDINE:  Yes, it was.
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1                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Director Gail, how many

2      openings do we still have off the top approximate?  We

3      want to make sure the public's aware that we are

4      aggressively recruiting good people for the Detroit

5      Police Department.

6                MS. OXENDINE:  Give me one second so I can

7      tell you exactly.

8                CHAIRMAN BELL:  See what I mean by you can

9      just pop it right up.

10                MS. OXENDINE:  Yes, sir.  For the record,

11      Gail Oxendine Human Resources Director.  I have 130

12      positions as of Monday.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Okay.  So that 200 figure is

14      no longer there.  So we have 130.  So you have been

15      busy.

16                MS. OXENDINE:  130.

17                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.

18                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  And also I have one

19      other.  Lieutenant Gardner and I will be meeting, and

20      I'm going to tell you, I know his first name is

21      Reginald.  I think he's a police chaplain.  I cannot

22      remember his last name at this moment but we have a

23      meeting with him tomorrow to discuss recruiting in that

24      area.  So as I said before, we are working.  We really

25      want to give the mayor 40 a month so we're working hard
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1      on that.

2                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Okay.  Outstanding.  Thank

3      you for that update.

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the chair.

5                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes, sir.

6                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Reporting

7      out from the to Policy Committee meeting.  The Policy

8      Committee had a meeting at 1:30 today prior to this

9      one.  Myself -- well, I was present along with

10      Commissioner Moore and also Mr. Hicks and also Ms.

11      White.  In reviewing the draft policy for electronic

12      control weapons and also training directive for the

13      body-worn cameras, I want to thank attorney Washington

14      for getting the information to us and also to thank Mr.

15      Hicks and Ms. White for appropriately and efficiently

16      putting together or gathering the information.  Next

17      week Thursday, is that correct, Mr. Hicks, Policy

18      Committee would like to -- well, it is a presentation

19      by Assistant Chief White.  Also I'd like to thank

20      Assistant Chief White.

21                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Could we pause on that type

22      of announcement?  Just -- I'll talk to you about it.

23      Can we just pause on that?

24                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

25                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Any
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1      other committee want to report out?  Mr. Hicks, Board

2      Secretary.

3                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I

4      have nothing, no additional information in the form of

5      report for this evening.

6                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any old

7      business?

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Mr. Chair, just quick

9      question.  What is Sun Guard?  Can anyone in the

10      Department speak to Sun Guard?

11                A.C. DOLUNT:  It is the new report system and

12      it has to deal with -- I'm not an expert on it.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commander Bettison, come on

14      down.

15                COMMANDER BETTISON:  I'm not the technical

16      expert on it, but it's an all-in-one system as far as

17      it's a records management system.  It's a CAD system

18      and it's property system.  So finally our major

19      technologies as far as communication can talk.  So CAD

20      is Computer Aided Dispatch.  So with our 911 system,

21      now the police run automatically gets incorporated into

22      the police report so that the records management system

23      so it's going to make our department a lot more

24      efficient.  And they brought it on in phases and we're

25      training, we have provided training to all department



2/16/20172/16/2017

Page 39

1      members and we're currently continuing to train and

2      it's all-in-one.  It's something that we were really

3      moving forward on to be able to bring our department

4      where it needs to be as far as technology.  It allowed

5      us to do the thing that we need to do.

6                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Ultimately just replaces

7      CRISNET.

8                COMMANDER BETTISON:  It replaces CRISNET from

9      the incident reporting piece of it, but before when we

10      just had CRISNET, or CAD, our computer aided dispatch

11      system was completely different.  That was Tiburan.  So

12      they really, they didn't talk, whereas in other

13      departments looking at best practices, it's best when

14      they're all connected.  So now finally we have systems

15      that are interconnected and it's going to increase our

16      efficiency tremendously.

17                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you, sir.

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  One question.  When I

19      was in the department they went to CRISNET and CRIS

20      didn't talk to NET.  Trust me, it was very difficult,

21      initially.  This, as you just stated, so Sun is going

22      to talk to Guard, is that correct?

23                COMMANDER BETTISON:  Absolutely.  And one of

24      the things that we did before we went to it, it was a

25      lot of research put into, you know, picking the best
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1      system and actually doing demos.  And we had the actual

2      officers come into the demo sessions looking at a lot

3      of different systems, and it's really the rank, and

4      file and the end users who actually made

5      recommendations to pick this system and,

6      overwhelmingly, this is the system that they chose to

7      go with as far as functionality.

8                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And they do not have

9      to drive back to the precinct, as we did many years

10      ago, to do a CRISNET report.

11                COMMANDER BETTISON:  They're working through

12      all that.

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

14                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.  Are we good?

15                A.C. DOLUNT:  AC White's here.  Commissioner

16      Moore wanted to know exactly what Sun Guard was.

17                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I was actually satisfied

18      with Commander Bettison.

19                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

20                MS. DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, I just have a

21      comment.  I guess it would be considered old business.

22      I wanted to commend the Department for the work that

23      they did along with several other departments to close

24      down Victory Inn on Michigan Avenue, which is right

25      across the street from our Workforce Development
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1      Agency.  I cannot tell you how many decades that motel

2      has been there, and there has been a lot of drug

3      trafficking, a lot of prostitution on Michigan Avenue.

4      And we are a training center and we have now a lot of

5      youth programs and is has been just horrible having

6      that motel across the street.  I know that it's been

7      closed down for a year.  At least that's what I've

8      read.  I don't know if there's anything you can tell us

9      more about it.

10                AC DOLUNT:  I was told in the courts it had

11      to sell it and sell all the fixtures.  And it's a

12      chain, for what's that worth.  This was the worst

13      offender.  They have to divest everything from there.

14                MS. DEWAELSCHE:  And it turned out to be,

15      from what I read, an international ring.

16                A.C. DOLUNT:  Human trafficking.

17                MS. DEWAELSCHE:  Yes.  Very dangerous.  And

18      so it is so much safer, so much nicer now to go to work

19      because a lot of the people that went there would be on

20      Michigan Avenue and people coming into our center would

21      be accosted by the -- approached and accosted in a

22      verbal way.  I'm just saying.  But we thank you.  We're

23      very very appreciative.  Anything that we can do to

24      keep it closed, please let us know.

25                A.C. DOLUNT:  Yes, ma'am.
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1                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

2                CHAIRMAN BELL:  That's good news.  Appreciate

3      it.  So we covered old business.  New business?

4      Announcements?  The next meeting's going to be on

5      Thursday, February 23rd, 2017 at 3 p.m. Public Safety

6      Headquarters 1301 Third Street right here.  Our next

7      community meeting in March on the second Thursday,

8      March 9 would be 6:30 p.m.  We're going to be at

9      Downtown Service Wayne County Community College 810

10      West Fort Street.  I'm looking forward to that because

11      that would be our spring meeting, March, the quarter

12      and they have -- Wayne County do such an outstanding

13      job of criminal justice students training and that type

14      area so we want to interface from recruiting and

15      Inspector James Jackson is a former longtime Commander

16      of the Detroit Police Department Academy back when

17      Commissioner Crawford was in the academy and George

18      Anthony, our former Board Secretary, and there's quite

19      a few staff members that we wanted to try to interact,

20      try to gather some of these young people, try to expose

21      them to DPD and the Board of Police Commission,

22      especially DPD in terms of going in and come and teach

23      criminal justice there and all the campus throughout.

24      Hopefully we can really galvanize that type of

25      awareness on March 9th along with the community coming
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1      out for the meeting too so we really want to promote

2      that.

3                That covers announcement.  Oral communication

4      from the audience.  As I stated, come and do the honor.

5      Please give your name and your comments two minute and

6      we're going to -- Mr. Hicks is going to do honors

7      Hicks.

8                SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes.  Mr. Chair, we have

9      five individuals who've signed up for -- to speak -- to

10      address the Board and the first individual is Eric

11      Blount to be followed by Kiana Suggs.  So Mr. Blount,

12      if you can come forth and Ms. Suggs can follow.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

14                MR. BLOUNT:  Thank you, Board.  I come before

15      you just as a lifelong member and resident of the City

16      of Detroit.  Between my wife and I we average over 60

17      years in this city.  Tuesday's fatal shooting was very

18      disheartening on many levels.  And just hear me out.

19      As we see how the Dearborn Police Department handles

20      masked gunmen coming into their police precinct and not

21      a shot being fired.  So and along with that, the Chief

22      of Police Commission the study not that long ago whose

23      findings were released that said that there was growing

24      and systemic recidivism within the Detroit Police

25      department.  All of that is the backdrop for Tuesday's
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1      incident where you just have to -- your heart breaks

2      wondering where are the body cameras.  Why wasn't a

3      taser used instead of a lethal weapon.  So just as a

4      lifelong Detroiter, I want you to hear our concerns,

5      our worries and I'd just like for someone or anyone or

6      everyone to address it, please.

7                CHAIRMAN BELL:  AC Dolunt?

8                AC DOLUNT:  As far as the tasers, we are

9      doing a study on that.  We have not been approved yet.

10      There's no timeline on that.  The Chief has tired to

11      get tasers and we had some resistance.  We're working

12      through the taser incident.  And again, the shooting

13      was very unfortunate.  Yes, I do give kudos to the

14      Dearborn Police Department.  They used great restraint.

15      When masked men come in with AR-15s or AK-47s, whatever

16      it is, and they're told to get down.  They finally did

17      get down.  I do give them a lot of credit.  They were

18      at a distance.  And according to the video I've seen

19      from the subjects that were arrested, in this

20      particular case under investigation, it was a close

21      contact and I'm going to let the results of the

22      investigation.  But we don't have tasers.  That why

23      tasers were not used.

24                MR. BLOUNT:  Can I just follow up?  What's

25      the plan?
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1                CHAIRMAN BELL:  No.  No.  We can't go back

2      and forth with dialog, sir, at this time.  Could we

3      just pause for one second.  Commissioner Crawford?

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Through

5      the Chair.  Yes, sir.  In reference to the tasers, and

6      that's what's I just referenced earlier about

7      electronic control device.  It's in committee now and

8      I'm the Chair of the Policy Committee and that's what I

9      referenced earlier about that 1:30 meeting because

10      there is a drafted policy.  The board, it hasn't even

11      come before this board for a vote.

12                So in terms of the body cams, it has been two

13      and a half years or actually three years when we took a

14      seat on this Commission.  So it's roughly been two and

15      a half years.  It was a pilot program or even we moved

16      beyond a pilot program in two precincts.  But I do

17      concur with what you're saying in terms of because in

18      this particular incident it's just the officer out

19      there and the deceased individual.  So if we had a body

20      cam, it would perhaps bring a little bit more to the

21      table or to somewhat be able to tell the story as to

22      what happened out there.  But I respect the

23      investigation of the Department, the Task Force and

24      particularly Wayne County Prosecutor Kim Worthy to

25      review it.
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1                CHAIRMAN BELL:  You'll hear from Commissioner

2      Burton and AC White want to respond.

3                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you, Mr.

4      Chairman.  I'd just like to add, I've been advocating

5      for our Department to have tasers since 2014 and I'm

6      just optimistic that this department will have tasers

7      in the near future.  But I've been advocating since

8      2014.  Some of the other Commissioners have been

9      advocating as well.  But the Department has came a long

10      way.  The Department cane a long way and a lot of

11      progress has been made and you know we just approved

12      body cams a year ago.  The Department is in the third

13      pilot phase.  And so we are moving in the right

14      direction, but I am optimistic that tasers will come to

15      this Department.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  AC white?

17                AC WHITE:  Good afternoon, Board.  James

18      White, for the record.  With regards to the body

19      camera, the body camera deployment now sits at

20      Precincts 4, 7 and we're completing 11.  The deployment

21      strategy is one precinct per month.  The phase that

22      everyone is speaking about is when we were in the

23      testing phase or the phase that we called our risk

24      mitigation phase where we identified a number of issues

25      with the body camera.  As the Board is aware, we wanted
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1      the seamless integration between the in-car video and

2      the body camera.  So that did, in fact, delay the

3      deployment.  We don't make that or use that as an

4      excuse, that's a fact, and by the end of this year we

5      anticipate completing the full deployment for the

6      Police Department.

7                With regards to the taser, I think we have to

8      be careful with the taser deployment and not

9      necessarily using the taser as a solution to this

10      circumstances without having all the facts.  I think

11      we're very fortunate to have a very transparent chief

12      who keeps the community abreast of every issue that's

13      going through the Department at the time that it's

14      happening in realtime.

15                And if you look at the taser in the way the

16      tasers are deployed across the country and particularly

17      how we will model our policy, the taser is a hard hand

18      weapon and it is not a deadly force weapon.  So let's

19      wait till the determination is made on this case before

20      we determine if a taser was the appropriate weapon to

21      use at the time.  But having a taser at this

22      circumstance or with this situation may have been

23      inconsequential to the outcome.

24                CHAIRMAN BELL:  And I agree with you

25      wholeheartedly, AC White, because there's pros and cons
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1      about the use of tasers too and we work through the

2      whole concept.  So there's no magic wand in reference

3      to tasers or body camera solutions to issues that

4      officers are facing and sometimes it turns out to be

5      deadly or shooting.  We just have to work through in

6      terms of the investigation process and rely on the

7      system to function in that capacity.  So we hear you,

8      sir, we are concerned, but unfortunate it's something

9      that we offer condolence to the family and definitely

10      we're concerned, as been stated by AC Dolunt, about the

11      officer involved in the shooting, so it's something

12      that we all have to deal with and bear, and the facts

13      come out in terms of what has transpired.

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I have one question.

15      In terms of our Consent Decree and some of the other

16      things that came out of Washington in the Obama

17      Administration.  We're not pushing back from any of

18      those, are we, I mean in terms of the Department?

19      Because I have real concerns about attorney general,

20      Jeff Sessions, the new attorney general.  And I read

21      the Rosa Parks letter to congress in terms of when he

22      was he was seeking federal judgeship and he was denied

23      that due to the history of Mr. Sessions.  And there are

24      those who not only in this community but across the

25      country have concerns as to whether or not departments
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1      will look the other way, some of them perhaps even tear

2      up those Consent Decrees and not enforce them.  And if

3      there is any pushback, I'd like to know.

4                AC WHITE:  There is no pushback.  Certainly

5      we've been a constitutionally police agency, I feel,

6      for a number of years, and certainly the federal

7      government concurs with us by virtue of the fact that

8      we're no longer under a Consent Judgement.

9                With regards to the current administration,

10      his philosophy, I have not had an opportunity to look

11      at that report.  I did look at the previous

12      administration's report on policing and community

13      policing and we've adopted a number of those policies.

14      I do believe that the city is a model police agency.

15      When you look at our NPO program, when you look at

16      transparency that our Chief operates with, certainly it

17      starts at the top.  If you look at our relationship

18      with our community, we find that relationship to not

19      only be important, but it's part of what we do as a law

20      enforcement agency.  It's not the police and community,

21      it's us working together.  So that's why we've had some

22      of the success that we've had.

23                As we all know, the Chief constantly pushes

24      community policing efforts really by example.  He's

25      always out in the field.  He's always out in the
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1      community.  We joke with him.  We call him Hollywood

2      because he's always out in the community doing

3      something with the community and it happens to get on

4      television.  And I say that somewhat tongue in cheek,

5      but he's very committed and passionate about community

6      interactions and it certainly starts there and that's

7      why we've enjoyed the success that we've had.  We don't

8      pat ourselves on the back by the success that we've

9      had, we're looking at how can we make our relationship

10      with the community better.

11                So we're going to have incidents such as

12      these, unfortunately, in law enforcement.  We're going

13      to have a transparent and full investigation.  We're

14      going to turn our findings over to the prosecutor's

15      office.  But my purpose of addressing the Board today

16      was just to speak to the fact that a taser is not

17      designed to be a deadly force weapon.  I will assure

18      the Board, though, when we present our policy that it

19      will be a thoughtful policy.  It will be well written.

20      It will be drafted in such a way that is easily

21      digestible by the Board and the community and I'll be

22      available to answer any questions that should come up.

23                CHAIRMAN BELL:  And thank you.  And some

24      people are not going to we happy if we approve tasers,

25      as you well know, so it's something that we have to
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1      deal with.  We think it's the right thing to do and

2      we'll be moving forward on that particular issue, but

3      some people are still not going to be happy with it in

4      terms of my understanding.  There's going to be

5      opposition, but I think it's something that the

6      Department needs to engage in and I think this Board is

7      going to be supportive of that.  Thank you, sir.

8                AC WHITE:  Thank you.

9                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  On a final note, all

10      politics are local and I might add all power politics

11      are local.  That's a reference to what's going on in

12      Washington DC.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  All right.  Thank you.  Mr.

14      Hicks.

15                SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes.  Ms. Suggs to be

16      followed by Bernice Smith.

17                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

18                MS. SUGGS:  Hello, everyone.  My name is

19      Kiana Suggs.  I was born and raised here in Detroit.

20      I'm here because I'm asking for results.  I moved back

21      to the Detroit area September of 2016, well, August,

22      end of August, beginning of September, and I have

23      encountered aggravated stalking.  I've made at least

24      seven reports within the past four months and one of

25      the issues that I've been following up consistently is
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1      that this new system came in January the 1st.  My

2      reports haven't been found.  I probably walked into the

3      6th Precinct maybe ten times.  I maybe placed over 20

4      phone calls with DPD.  I've been down here probably

5      about five times.  Not even that.

6                When you're in a situation like that you

7      encounter police officers who are scout, who patrol the

8      are whom look at the situation as if they can't even

9      help me with certain situations.  Come to my home.  I

10      had to leave my home.  I am in hiding it's gotten to

11      that point.  So all I'm asking is can you put

12      someone -- I've gone through the chain of command.  I

13      haven't gotten any help from this precinct.

14                Not to knock people.  I've got two people,

15      two officers, I think his name is Michael Laforge and

16      Melissa Evans, they patrol the area, but for them to

17      come and see me washing paint off my car at 3:00 in the

18      morning, they have on their nice uniforms or come to my

19      home where somebody broke in three times in one day.

20      They can't baby-sit me.

21                So let me say this, you do have some good

22      people.  I mean I pretty much say everybody, but right

23      now maybe the ball has been dropped with me.  I'm just

24      asking for some results and no apathy.

25                CHAIRMAN BELL:  If you talked to Commander
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1      Bettison, he's waving his hand, and if you need to talk

2      to the Chief Investigator or her team you can do that.

3      But you can speak to him now and maybe step outside.

4      If you're not satisfied you can always -- one of our

5      staff member also interact with you.  Thank you for

6      bringing it to our attention.

7                MS. SUGGS:  Thank you, very much.

8                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

9                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, the next speaker

10      is a Bernice Smith to be followed by Kathleen Pope.

11                MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chief and the

12      commission.  Bernice Smith, political activist.  First

13      of all, I'd like to send my condolences to you in

14      regards to your family.  Church was to a capacity

15      showing their love for you.  So I want to extend my

16      condolences to you.

17                For several weeks now, well, three weeks ago

18      I was cohost on a radio program.  I stated the problems

19      that we had in the Medical Center in regards to the

20      towing.  In the meantime, what has happened, there's a

21      listener that calls in after I get through talking and

22      she does -- in other words, she calls me names that I'm

23      not this and I'm a flunky for the Police Department.

24      And so what I respond that particular day, I told her I

25      said well, I'm going to do like the Obamas do, you go
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1      low and I go high.  So that was the end of that.

2                This past Friday, I had an operation.  I am

3      blessed to be here.  I had a kidney stone that was

4      removed.  I thought it was my kidney and I thought you

5      guys wasn't going to see me anymore.  But anyway.  Good

6      Lord said I got more work to do so I'm here.  She went

7      on the air Sunday under Senator Young's program.  She

8      did the same thing.  Mother Bernice is this and that.

9      And she didn't come to -- there was a convention

10      Saturday at Cobo Hall, which most of you know,

11      democratic convention, she spoke in that respect, she

12      didn't name a name other than Mother Bernice.  And she

13      said she did show up because I was looking for her

14      because I had something I was going to tell her and she

15      used a little profanity.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Ms. Smith, Ms. Smith.  Could

17      you --

18                MS. SMITH:  Can I finish, please, because

19      this is serious?

20                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Could you, could you pause

21      for a minute.  We don't entertain personal dialog what

22      you might have.  Do you have a specific question or

23      concern for this Board?

24                MS. SMITH:  I have concern for the fact that

25      I have been threatened twice.  She did it Tuesday.  I



2/16/20172/16/2017

Page 55

1      have tapes now.  I called Commander and he told me to

2      present it to the Board, okay?  So I'm not just

3      standing up here taking up your time.  My life has been

4      threatened because of the fact she made statement

5      Saturday at the convention on the radio because I did

6      show up to the convention.  Now, I think that's serious

7      enough.  Not only has she insulted Helen Moore, she

8      insulted Talabi.  So am I number three on the Board?

9      I'm not going to take it, not at all.  So I'm doing the

10      right thing by coming to the Board and reporting it

11      because I want to a police protection order.  My

12      children has stated that I need to.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Ms. Smith, you want to file a

14      police complaint against someone, is that correct?

15                MS. SMITH:  I am going to do that today.  I

16      was told that.  You won't let me finish nothing.

17                CHAIRMAN BELL:  I'm just trying to get you --

18                MS. SMITH:  I know the procedure.  I'm not

19      going out and getting a gun, even though I have one.  I

20      know what the procedure is.  I'm going to go to her and

21      file it and then I'm going to tell Bettison where the

22      tapes are, okay?  That's what I got to say.

23                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Ms. Smith, we do not take

24      that type of complaint.  What you've got you've to file

25      with the Police Department, not with the Board of
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1      Police Commission.

2                MS. SMITH:  Well, you know the Board of

3      Police Commission should do more in regard to public

4      and I leave it like that because I do have complaints

5      about the Board too.  People have asked me to run for

6      it.  I don't want to run for it.  I want to be just

7      where I am so I can tell you what you're doing wrong.

8                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

9                MS. SMITH:  Now, can I give her --

10                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Ma'am, we do not take that

11      type of complaint.  Thank you.  Would you call the next

12      person, please?

13                SECRETARY HICKS:  Kathleen Pope is the next

14      speaker to be followed by Catherine Richardson.

15                MS. POPE:  Good afternoon.  My name is

16      Kathleen Pope and I'm the account manager to the

17      Medical Center Court Apartments for Goch & Son's Towing

18      and I wanted to come before the Board today because

19      we've heard that there's been a couple of gentlemen

20      that have been making disparaging remarks about our

21      towing practices over at the apartments.  I wanted to

22      set the record straight because this actually stems

23      from a competitor through Breakthrough Towing.  We've

24      had an injunction against Breakthrough Towing.  They

25      initially were blocking us doing business at the
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1      Medical Center Courts like we were contracted to do.

2      When a judge issued an injunction, then all of a sudden

3      these two gentlemen which have appeared before this

4      Board which never used their real names with this

5      Board, their names are actually James Milton and Marvel

6      Milton.  They stand out on the corner.  They tell

7      people that we tow 500 cars out of there a day.  We

8      pull pregnant women out of their cars, elderly people

9      out of their cars to tow them.  This is absolutely

10      false.

11                There is an injunction against both the

12      Milton brothers.  Just late last year a $10,000 bench

13      warrant was issued for each of them for continuing to

14      ignore the injunction.  In addition to that, many of

15      our driver's employees have PPO's against the Miltons

16      and James Milton has a felony stalking warrant out for

17      him due to physical threats that he's made against

18      drivers.

19                More disparaging than that is simply the fact

20      to make these statements that we tow unethically,

21      private property impounding, I mean it's not a popular

22      business.  A lot of towing companies won't even do it,

23      but I can assure this Board that we would not be in

24      business since 1926.  We're family owned.  If we didn't

25      operate ethically and in accordance to the laws, we
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1      wouldn't hold contracts with the Michigan State Police

2      or local municipalities or have done work with the FBI

3      or the Federal Reserve.

4                And I do have some copies just real quickly.

5      I know my time is up.  I'm a woman.  I can talk

6      forever.  But it shows the injunctions, it shows the

7      contempt of court and it shows pictures of the Milton

8      brothers.  So if I can just leave them with the Board.

9                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner Crawford.

10                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

11      Yes, ma'am.  Your company has a contract with that

12      private property, is that correct?

13                MS. POPE:  Yes.

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  How long have you had

15      the contract.

16                MS. POPE:  I believe it is almost five years

17      now.

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And when did these

19      issues start to occur?

20                MS. POPE:  Almost four years.  First they

21      would bring their trucks and they would block and they

22      would tell people not to park there, which -- I mean

23      life would be easier.  The bulk of the angry customers

24      that we get comes from people whose vehicles are

25      impounded.  We've put up additional signs.  We've tried
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1      to come up with different ways.

2                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  But this goes far

3      beyond the issues of them telling, because anyone can

4      stand there and tell people don't park there.

5                MS. POPE:  Absolutely.

6                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  You're about to get

7      your car towed.

8                MS. POPE:  But they're not community

9      activists like they portray themselves to be, nor are

10      they concerned citizens, they're actually employees of

11      Breakthrough Towing.  They've come here.  I reviewed

12      your videos.  They've used names like Kareem, Sharif.

13      It's just unfortunate.  But it really just stems over

14      competition for a towing contract.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  While you've

16      been towing on this property so you haven't had any

17      issues with anyone else other than --

18                MS. POPE:  Out of any other competitors?

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Well, not

20      competitors.  But just I guess any other individuals.

21                MS. POPE:  From people who's vehicles who

22      have been towed?

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

24                MS. POPE:  You know, on average, you know,

25      people get upset with their vehicle being impounded.
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1      Some of it is also the form that they receive from the

2      State that terms it as an abandoned vehicle, and they

3      think oh, it wasn't abandoned.  I just walked across

4      the street to the hospital.  I was coming back for it.

5      We go to court for Medical Center Courts, people who

6      contest the impound, approximately 10 to 12 times a

7      year.  I mean each time it has been found reasonable

8      how the tow took place.

9                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Your company is

10      where?  City of Detroit?

11                MS. POPE:  It's in Detroit.  It's located at

12      750 South Deacon Street.  And we have a secondary

13      location too.

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Could you leave the

15      information, your phone number, etcetera, with our

16      Board Secretary?

17                MS. POPE:  Absolutely.  And if anybody on the

18      Board wants to tour our facility or talk further about

19      some of the things that we put in place just to make

20      the signs more visible or to get the word out a little

21      bit more, I mean we welcome that dialog.

22                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And have you

23      experienced any extenuating circumstances?

24                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Could we close it out,

25      Commissioner Crawford?
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me.

2                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Could we close it out,

3      please?

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I have the floor.

5                CHAIRMAN BELL:  You have the floor, as the

6      Chair recognized in terms of the timeframe.

7                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Excuse me.

8      Extenuating circumstances where vehicles are towed

9      where you might try to work with the person in terms

10      of --

11                MS. POPE:  You know, absolutely.  We're not a

12      heartless company.  When a vehicle's towed, it doesn't

13      come with a sign on it that says out of work veteran,

14      father of two, you know.  So I mean vehicles aren't

15      towed based on who gets out of them.  Most of the time

16      we don't even know who owns the vehicle.  It's

17      basically do you have a permit, do you not.  Did you

18      display it, did you not.  You try to work with people

19      if they're reasonable or if you feel there is a

20      hardship.

21                I know one time specifically, just real

22      quickly, there was a woman who had to bring her

23      daughter to the hospital.  She wasn't thinking

24      straight.  Her father had raped her daughter.

25                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Ma'am, we understand.
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1                MS. POPE:  There's no questions, they're

2      going to get their car back.  So yeah.

3                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

4                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, we have two

5      remaining cards.  Kathleen Richardson would be followed

6      by Michelle George, and that would conclude the cards

7      that we have.

8                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

9                MS. RICHARDSON:  It's indeed an honor to be

10      standing before you all this afternoon.  And what my

11      purpose is, I am an activist for the seniors of the

12      City of Detroit.  And the State of Michigan.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Can you speak more into the

14      mic?  We can barely hear you.

15                MS. RICHARDSON:  Can you hear me now?  And

16      what I'm here for this afternoon, we're having a lot of

17      difficulties with a particular precinct on their calls

18      to the senior's buildings.  They feel that they're not

19      being handled properly.  They feel that the police

20      officers are being a little aggressive toward them when

21      they feel that -- and which we call them only when we

22      need them.  So at that moment, they are actually the

23      person that's being harmed or feeling unsafe in their

24      environment.

25                When the officers get there, you all spoke a
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1      moment ago about the 911 calls and stuff like that.  I

2      have a packet with me.  I'm not calling out the

3      precinct here on the floor today, but I do have the

4      precinct that I would like you all to look at.  And

5      they are not taking proper information.  They're

6      bringing back to their precinct the wrong address, the

7      wrong apartment, the person who has the PPO who've been

8      harmed, whatever, etcetera, okay?

9                So I would like for -- I'm here to find out

10      when they are in training the officers, do they get

11      certain training on how to handle seniors?  Some

12      seniors take medication.  Some take 23 pills a day,

13      okay?  They sometimes is not coherent to understand

14      what an officer is saying to them.  Do you be taught

15      how to be a little patient, be understanding,

16      compassionate, because this is a senior you're dealing

17      with, you know?  So that's why I'm here today.

18                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the chair.  I'd

19      just like to say, Ms. Richardson, I'd like to get on

20      your calendar this upcoming week and maybe you and I

21      can sit down and talk and maybe if I can come out and

22      share a few words for your seniors.

23                MS. RICHARDSON:  No problem.

24                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Commissioner.

25                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I know you said you
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1      don't want to call the precinct.  I'm the police

2      commissioner of District 7, which is called the called

3      2nd, 6th and 10th precincts.  Is it one of those three

4      precincts?

5                MS. RICHARDSON:  No.

6                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Why don't, why don't you,

7      ma'am, why don't you speak to AC Dolunt and when the

8      meeting's over with speak to him personally about your

9      concerns and hopefully we can probably resolve it and

10      he can take that concern to another level.

11                MS. RICHARDSON:  Thank you, so much.

12                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

13                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, the last card

14      which I have this evening is Michelle George.

15                MS. GEORGE:  Good afternoon, Commissioners

16      and Chairman, Mr. Chairman.  This is more focussed on a

17      health question.  I want to ask the Commissioners, and

18      I don't know if it's the right venue to ask.  I'm a

19      nurse in HIV care and a lot of times there's right now

20      we're almost next to a cure.  There's medication out

21      there to if a person is exposed to HIV to prevent them

22      from getting HIV if you can get that medication in in

23      the next 72 hours.  I know a lot of times officers come

24      in contact with patients maybe not be sure or

25      assailants or suspects may not be sure what the suspect
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1      may have and there is I think, and I'm doing that

2      research, one documented case of a human bite and so

3      from the transmission of HIV.  So what I wanted to

4      know, who would I see regarding that, because I know a

5      lot of times officers can come in contact and may get

6      injured with a human bite, but there's medication out

7      there.  So say, for instance, if the suspect had HIV,

8      if we get that medication within the patient within 72

9      hours, it's almost 100% sure they would not get

10      exposed.  So who do I speak with about that?

11                AC DOLUNT:  I would guess we'd go through

12      medical section.

13                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Director Gail Oxendine behind

14      you, she will talk to you in reference to that.

15                MS. GEORGE:  Thank you, very much.

16                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you.

17                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, that concludes

18      the cards that you have this evening.

19                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you for your public

20      comments.  I just want to say, we do not regulate

21      private towing companies on private property.  This

22      Board is charged with public DPD Detroit Police

23      Department towing, okay?  There's been a misconception.

24      Am I right, DC Washington?  We do not regulate.

25      Michigan State Police regulate towing on the freeways
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1      in the City of Detroit.  We do not deal with towing on

2      the freeways.  Michigan State Police has that

3      responsibility.  The people that's come before us, but

4      we want to make sure that people are aware of our

5      charge and responsibility.

6                There's some issue with Medical Center Court,

7      issue with DMC and all of that, but that is private

8      matter that this Board do not have that charge and

9      responsibility.  Is there any other business coming

10      before us?

11                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just have a follow

12      up to that.  We stated that before the table but also I

13      want to thank the woman for coming out today because it

14      does clarify a number of things that were stated and

15      also too, it's really truly about the community

16      relationship here.  Thank you.

17                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Any other business?

18                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes.  That was a very

19      good question the woman before asked.

20                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Yes.

21                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Are there any training,

22      Gail Oxendine?  Do you know if there's any training?

23                MS. OXENDINE:  With respect to?

24                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  With policemen how they

25      handle elderly people.
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1                MS. OXENDINE:  I wouldn't have any knowledge

2      of that.

3                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Okay.  But I think we

4      should find out.  As recruiting, I'm going to find out.

5                MS. OXENDINE:  It be a question for Captain

6      Williams.

7                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Any other business?

8                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I just want to

9      remind the Commissioners, I had sent an email out

10      during the week regarding the city council meeting on

11      February 28.  There are going to be several appeals for

12      medical marijuana facilities and I don't know if

13      anybody has a chance to go, it's going to be all day

14      and there are about seven or six that are appealing to

15      keep their locations.  And since we're very concerned

16      about it, I just wanted to let you know.

17                CHAIRMAN BELL:  And we scheduled for the law

18      department to give us an update at some point in time

19      in the near future on that calendar, so I'm glad you

20      shared that.  Might want to participate in that forum

21      to witness that process.

22                The Chair would entertain a motion for

23      adjournment.

24                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Before we adjourn, I

25      just wanted to say thank you, thank you, thank you to
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1      everybody for the support during the loss of my child.

2      So thank you, and I'm glad to be back so I just want to

3      say thank you.  We just got so many blessings during

4      that time and just continue to keep us in your prayers.

5      Thank you.

6                MS. DEWAELSCHE:  And we missed you a lot,

7      Lisa.

8                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Thank you for, and you are

9      with us and we are family.  We would continue praying

10      for you, continue lifting up your family and God is

11      good.

12                Motion for adjournment.

13                COMMISSIONER:  So moved.

14                COMMISSIONER:  Support.

15                CHAIRMAN BELL:  It's been properly moved and

16      supported.  Those in favor aye?

17                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

18                CHAIRMAN BELL:  Motion carried.

19           (The proceeding was concluded at 4:45 p.m.)

20

21

22

23

24

25
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