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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, May 11, 2017

3 At approx. 6:41 PM.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good evening.  I 

5      was traveling from the east side, so it's evening 

6      over here, it took that long to get here this 

7      evening, but it's good to see all of you here 

8      this evening for the weekly evening meeting of 

9      the Board of Police Commissioners for the month 

10      of May, so I'm Willie Bell, your Chair from 

11      District 4 representing the Board of Police 

12      Commissioners. 

13                So I'm going to call the meeting to 

14      order and I'm going to call our very own Bishop 

15      Vann, Commissioner Vann for invocation, please. 

16                COMMISSIONER VANN:  May we pray? 

17                (INVOCATION WAS GIVEN).

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Bishop 

19      Vann.  I don't know about you, but I always feel 

20      blessed when he pray for us and collectively for 

21      the city of Detroit. 

22                But what I would like to do at this 

23      time to have a special prayer for a young man who 

24      -- Officer Johnson who's still lingering fighting 

25      for life.  I just ask you to meditate on him and 
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1      close your eyes and just think some positive 

2      things for him and his family and all the 

3      hospital staff and all those who are impacting 

4      him and all the officers who are praying for him, 

5      so just a moment, please. 

6                (SILENCE).

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  As we 

8      move forward, I'm going to ask my commissioners 

9      on my right to introduce themselves and any other 

10      brief remarks they might want to make in terms of 

11      their service with the Board.  Thank you. 

12                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.  

13      Eva Garza Dewaelsche, commissioner at large and I 

14      want to thank you for hosting our meeting again 

15      today.  Thank you. 

16                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:   Derrick 

17      Sanders, commissioner at large and I'm just glad 

18      that we made a prayer for the officer that's 

19      wounded in the area of Precinct 2, that really 

20      touched me and touched all of us and the 

21      commissioners and I just hope that he's able to 

22      pull through. 

23                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Elizabeth Brooks, 

24      commissioner at large, and I just want to say I 

25      am at large, but I'm representing all districts 
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1      and all neighborhoods, so when I come into your 

2      neighborhood to recruit, please know why I'm 

3      there; thank you.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  To my 

5      left? 

6                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I'm Commissioner 

7      Willie Burton assigned District 5, but I serve  

8      city-wide. 

9                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Commissioner Edgar 

10      Vann, District 2, Northwest Detroit. 

11                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Good evening, my 

12      name is Richard Shelby, police commissioner for 

13      District 1.  I want to thank everyone for coming 

14      out tonight.  I want to thank all the community 

15      leaders for making District 1 the great district 

16      that it is. 

17                I'm going to ask for special 

18      acknowledgement to the command staff of the 

19      Detroit Police Department and to the president of 

20      6th and 8th Precinct Community Relations Council.  

21      Is Ms. McGee here, Mary McGee?  Is anyone here 

22      from her -- from the Community Relations Council? 

23                I want to acknowledge them for the work 

24      that they do.  I also want to acknowledge the 

25      NPOs that makes my job a lot easier. 
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1                They answer and they address a lot of 

2      concerns in the community.  This is an exciting 

3      time for District 1 because if things go as 

4      planned, we should have a new 8th Precinct on 

5      Grand River by June.

6                (APPLAUSE).

7                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  And that will be 

8      our own precinct, so let's keep our fingers 

9      crossed.  Again, I want to thank everyone for 

10      coming out and hope you enjoy an informative 

11      meeting.  

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

13      Commissioner Shelby, representing District 1.  

14      He's been providing great leadership over three 

15      and a half years and he's just really a blessing.  

16      When Commissioner Shelby speaks, you really have 

17      to listen because he's a quiet spirit, but he's 

18      always right on target. 

19                And do we have any representatives of 

20      the pastor or leadership of this great church, 

21      Harvest Christian Church? 

22                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair, the 

23      pastor is here, Pastor Bob King.

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Rev. King, pastor, 

25      would you care to make any appropriate remarks 
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1      you feel as though at this time, we would 

2      appreciate it.

3                REV. KING:  On behalf of the church we 

4      just want to welcome you to Northwest Detroit.  

5      Sometimes we're forgotten because we're west of 

6      Telegraph, but we are part of Detroit and we're 

7      not going anywhere and so we welcome you to this 

8      district and to our community and thank you for 

9      just the wonderful job you're doing and we're 

10      standing with you for transformation of this city  

11      and the police department and so, again, thank 

12      you very much for all the work that you do.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Pastor.  

14      Commissioners, the Chair would entertain a motion 

15      to approve the agenda for this evening's evening.

16                COMMISSIONER VANN:   So moved, 

17      Mr. Chair. 

18                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

19                COMMISSIONER BELL: It's been properly 

20      loved and supported.  Those in favor, aye?

21                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

23      Motion carries.  The next item would be approval 

24      of the minutes from May 4, 2017.  What is your 

25      pleasure? 
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1                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

2                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Support. 

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 

4      moved and supported.  Discussion?  Those in 

5      favor, aye? 

6                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

8      Motion carried.  At this time I would like to 

9      have our Board Secretary Mr. Gregory Hicks 

10      introduce the Board staff, please.

11                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

12      Here at the table this evening we have a new 

13      addition.  Some of  you may know that Robert 

14      Brown is away from the city and taking his place 

15      next to me is Theresa Blossom who is in change of 

16      our media and community coordination area. 

17                We also have Ms. Johnson, our fiscal 

18      person who is directly in front of me and then I 

19      know that the Chief has several people who are 

20      here from the Office of the Chief Investigator 

21      and I will come back to you, but I also want to 

22      indicate that Sgt. Quinn is doing the taping for 

23      this evening, Media Services is doing the 

24      audio-visual work for today and then Dale Ross is 

25      the court reporter for today. 
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1                So Chief Drake?

2                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  Good 

3      afternoon, everyone.  Pamela Davis-Drake, Chief 

4      Investigator.  With me today is Supervising 

5      Investigator Abdullah Nelson. We have two 

6      investigators with us as well, Deanne Turner and 

7      Lashane and I believe that's it.  

8                SECRETARY HICKS:  And, Mr. Chair, you 

9      do have a quorum.  

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for the 

11      quorum and thank you for the introduction of 

12      staff and good to see all of you here this 

13      evening.  And to my far left, he's not in uniform 

14      today, but we can still recognize him as Chief of 

15      Police James E. Craig. 

16                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

17                (APPLAUSE)  .

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And if Chief Craig 

19      will introduce his team we would appreciate it.

20                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you, Mr. Chair, but 

21      as I get started I wanted to thank you and the 

22      Board for all your support for Officer Johnson 

23      who is still fighting for his life in the 

24      hospital.  I was there today.  Certainly there 

25      are -- he is showing signs of improvement and so 
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1      we're encouraged, but I also want to thank all of 

2      Detroit because they have truly been praying and 

3      I know through those prayers he is showing small 

4      signs of improvements, but we'll take that for 

5      now, so I want to thank that.

6                So in terms of introductions, I start 

7      with 1st Asst. Chief Stair.

8                1ST ASST. CHIEF STAIR:  Good evening, 

9      1st Asst. Chief Lashinda Stair.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL: Let's give her a 

11      round of applause, newly promoted 1st Assistance 

12      Chief.

13                (APPLAUSE).

14                (REMAINING COMMAND STAFF WAS

15                INTRODUCED).

16                (APPLAUSE).

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And, Chief, is that 

18      it?

19                CHIEF CRAIG:  That should be it.

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Chief, 

21      for that introduction.   And do we have any 

22      elected official with us this evening, any 

23      elected officials or representatives of elected 

24      officials. 

25                Dr. Divers?
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1                DR. DIVERS:  I'm the chief of staff 

2      liaison for the Hon. George Cushingberry who's 

3      President Pro Tem of Detroit City Council, 

4      District 2. 

5                (APPLAUSE).

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Dr. 

7      Divers.  Yes.

8                MS. ODOM:  Corina Odom of the office of 

9      City Councilmember Raquel Castaneda-Lopez.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, and our 

11      corporation counsel Butch Hollowell is in the 

12      house this evening.  Good to see you, sir.  Any 

13      others? 

14                And give yourself a round of applause 

15      for all you very important people who have made 

16      this meeting this evening. 

17                The next item is my report.  I'm just 

18      going to make a brief report and this is Police 

19      Week.  We are finishing up, you have one more day 

20      to make your way to a precinct and say hello to 

21      these officers who are doing a fine job 365 plus 

22      days around the clock and they are outstanding, 

23      so this is your opportunity to say thank you to 

24      these officers. 

25                Let's say thank you now.  Thank you.
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1                (APPLAUSE)

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, this is 

3      Police Week and the Chief is going to be 

4      traveling with a team of people -- he going to 

5      speak to that for the national memorial service 

6      for officers across this country, so I'm not 

7      going to steal his thunder, so I can't get to go 

8      to D.C., so I'm going to stay right here with 

9      you.

10                The next item we're going to -- we're 

11      going to reset our May 18 meeting, 2017 meeting 

12      from 3 PM to 2:30 PM and the rationale is that 

13      we're going to conduct some personnel matters, so 

14      the Chair would entertain a motion to make that 

15      adjustment of a half hour. 

16                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Make the 

17      motion to approve.

18                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Supported.

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:    It's been moved 

20      and supported.  Those in favor, aye? 

21                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

23      Thank you for your cooperation on that. 

24                The next item on the agenda -- I think 

25      I'm following the agenda here, would be that we 
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1      have a recommendation for executive appointment 

2      to the rank of Deputy Chief and that individual 

3      is Comm. Todd Bettison, the all-purpose young man 

4      who serves in so many capacities in the city of 

5      Detroit DPD and you have his bio, his resume 

6      before you, you received it prior to.  So the 

7      Chair would entertain a motion to that effect.

8                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Motion to 

9      approve. 

10                COMMISSIONER VANN:   I second that 

11      motion, Mr. Chairman. 

12                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Certify that 

13      motion, Mr. Chairman.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been moved and 

15      second.  Do we have any discussion on the motion?  

16      Those in favor, aye? 

17                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed, 

19      Motion passed, so --

20                (APPLAUSE) .

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I guess the 

22      Commander should come forward, right, Chief.

23                CHIEF CRAIG:  I would concur.  The 

24      Chief needs to make a comment, but, you know, 

25      he's a little long winded.  
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, we know that. 

2      We'll give him 2.5 since this is his day.

3                DEP. CHIEF BETTISON:  Okay.  Well, 

4      first of all I want to thank God who's head of my 

5      household, and then thank the Chief, thank my 

6      command officers, thank my neighborhood police 

7      officers, thank the Board, thank the community 

8      because without the community -- I mean we as 

9      police officers is just a department.  That's 

10      what makes us different.  We have the support of 

11      the community, so it's just a whole lot of thank 

12      yous. 

13                If I forgot anybody, it was a mistake 

14      of the head, not the heart.  So I'm a little 

15      emotional right now, so thanks.

16                (APPLAUSE). 

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That means that 

18      you've been workings 12 hours a day and I was 

19      told now you got to work 15 hours a day, so man, 

20      I don't know, you better keep praying.  I don't 

21      how you going to handle all that. 

22                You've got a family too, but well 

23      deserving, well deserving, well deserving. 

24                And the next item of business would be 

25      resolution for --
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1                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair, if I 

2      may, I'm just, you know, excited about this 

3      appointment and I just want to commend the Chief 

4      of Police James Craig because this is my second 

5      stint as a police commissioner. 

6                I served in the 1990s into the 2000s 

7      and I've seen this department in other days.  

8      I've seen this department when, you know, 

9      opportunities were not necessarily available to 

10      everyone.  And I want to thank our Chief and the 

11      leadership of the department now for many of us 

12      who've been around a while like yourself and 

13      others who are sitting at the table know that 

14      there's been a great change in the Detroit Police 

15      Department. 

16                We have great police community 

17      relations and we have great leadership, so to all 

18      of the leaders who are here, thank you very much 

19      for all that you do and to Deputy Chief Bettison, 

20      congratulations. 

21                (APPLAUSE)

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Thank you, 

23      Commissioner Vann, for those appropriate remarks  

24      and I agree with you 110 percent in terms of the 

25      change of status quo in terms as we're moving 
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1      forward.  So we have witnessed that and we've 

2      been part of the future now, so that's a 

3      blessing. 

4                Commissioner Vann or is that 

5      Commissioner Shelby, this is 8th Precinct or 

6      which one has the honors.  Yes, sir, Commissioner 

7      Shelby and I think we have a young officer who's 

8      going to come forward, is that Officer Campbell, 

9      NPO -- Coleman, I'm sorry, Coleman. 

10                COMMISSIONER VANN: I have a resolution 

11      honoring Ms. Peggy Nobel from District 2, but I 

12      think we have Mr. McClary before, wasn't it.

13                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  This is a 

14      resolution honoring Mr. Titus McClary. 

15                WHEREAS, Mr. Titus McClary was a native 

16      of Georgetown, South Carolina.  He came to 

17      Detroit as a teenager and joined Ebenezer A.M.E. 

18      Church with this family and 

19                WHEREAS, Mr. McClary graduated from 

20      Highland Park High School in 1955 and went to 

21      earn a bachelor's degree in criminal justice from 

22      the University of Detroit.  He later studied 

23      Urban Ministry at Tyndale College. 

24                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 

25      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking 
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1      on behalf of the citizens of the great city of 

2      Detroit and the Detroit Police Department 

3      acknowledges the dedication and legacy of Mr. 

4      Titus W. McClary. 

5                His commitment to improving the 

6      professionalism of law enforcement and to serving 

7      the greater Detroit community merits or highest 

8      regards.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

10      Commissioner Shelby.  I just want to recognize -- 

11      this is more a resolution for Titus McClary, and 

12      I had the honor and privilege of working with him 

13      in the early '70s.  He was a founding members of 

14      the Guardians of Michigan, a black police 

15      organization, and also he was active with the 

16      National Black Police Association and he went on 

17      to have a distinguished career.  He was presently 

18      at the time of his death he was on Highland Park 

19      Council, before that he was also Mayor of 

20      Highland Park and also the school Board.

21                He had an extensive record of 

22      involvement and I will present the resolution to 

23      the family tomorrow, so that's why I wanted to -- 

24      I know him personally and worked with him and 

25      continue with his involvement with the Wayne 
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1      County Black Caucus in terms of so many 

2      activities that he engaged in, so so many years.

3                At one time we thought he was the only 

4      officer in Highland Park which I had some 

5      interaction with because on a national level he 

6      made sure that he was not from Detroit, but he 

7      was from Highland Park and he put you on the map 

8      over and over again.  I'm talking about Nelson 

9      here who's the former Highland Park public safety 

10      officer and I know you probably had to work with 

11      him on -- okay. 

12                So that's why we want to recognize this 

13      particular resolution and memorial service for 

14      Titus McClary tomorrow morning at 10:30 and 

15      thank.

16                So the Chair would entertain a motion 

17      to that effect. 

18                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  So moved. 

19                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Second.

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved 

21      and supported. Those in favor, aye?

22                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

24      Motion carries, thank you, thank you.  Yes, 

25      Commissioner Vann, our next resolution.  Now, 
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1      this is your opportunity. 

2                COMMISSIONER VANN: Thank you very very  

3      much.  This is a resolution honoring Ms. Peggy 

4      Nobel. 

5                WHEREAS Peggy Nobel is a dedicated 

6      supporter of the city of Detroit, she received 

7      her general education diploma from the Detroit 

8      Public School District.  She continued her 

9      studies and received both her bachelor's degree 

10      and master's degree in social work from Wayne 

11      State University, and 

12                WHEREAS, Ms. Nobel is the president and 

13      organizer of the College Park Community 

14      Association.  Her commitment to the overall 

15      well-being of her neighborhood does not only 

16      include her work with the Detroit Police 

17      Department, but also her efforts working along 

18      with other concerned citizens of her 

19      neighborhood, and

20                WHEREAS, Ms. Nobel's sincerity and 

21      devotion to her neighborhood through community 

22      service is an example of the type of citizen that 

23      most residents in this community would want as a 

24      next-door neighbor and would consider to be a 

25      stand-up citizen, always vigilant against 
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1      lawlessness.  Ms. Nobel has been a true pillar to 

2      the advancement of her community and the city of 

3      Detroit, and 

4                WHEREAS Ms. Nobel has received 

5      community service awards from the Detroit City 

6      Council District 2, the Wayne County 

7      Commissioner's Office and Cathy Garrett, Wayne 

8      County Clerk's Office.  She prides herself in 

9      living by the motto "Success is not what you 

10      accomplish, but the struggles one prevails 

11      through". 

12                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 

13      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on 

14      behalf of the citizens of the great city of 

15      Detroit, Detroit Police Department acknowledge 

16      the dedicated support of Ms. Peggy Nobel.  Her 

17      generous spirit and commitment to improving the 

18      quality of life for all citizens in the 8th 

19      Precinct and throughout the city of Detroit 

20      merits our highest regards. 

21                We thank you for your leadership and we 

22      congratulate you, Ms. Peggy Nobel.  This is 

23      signed by all of the commissioners of the Board 

24      of Police Commissioners hear on May 11, 2017. 

25                I so move, Mr. Chair. 
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1                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

2                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Support.

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 

4      moved and supported.  Those in favor, aye?

5                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

7      Motion carried, thank you.

8                You have the mic and you can be short 

9      and brief. 

10                OFFICER COLEMAN:  My name is Officer 

11      Coleman, neighborhood police officer.  We've been 

12      doing it for about three years and Peggy Nobel 

13      has been an inspiration to us with the NPO 

14      program and the neighborhood police officers and 

15      the police department, so she couldn't be here 

16      today, it's her birthday celebrations.  I think 

17      she's 80, she won't tell me -- well, people told 

18      me she was 80.

19                Her neighborhood group is throwing a 

20      block club meeting surprise party for her right 

21      now and she apologizes that she couldn't be here, 

22      but she has to be there, so I told her how I'd 

23      rush over there right now and make sure she gets 

24      this. 

25                She thanks everybody for being here and 



Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Page 22

1      this appreciation.  

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Coleman, 

3      the one and only neighborhood police officer on 

4      the west side. 

5                (APPLAUSE)

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ladies and gents, I 

7      asked earlier elected officials and I would like 

8      to recognize a young lady who needs no 

9      introduction and as Commissioner Vann stated 

10      earlier back in the day I had an opportunity to 

11      interaction with the legendary Erma Henderson as 

12      Council President and I say to this Council 

13      President she is walking in those shoes, but she 

14      walking in her own shoes and she represents the 

15      city at large and she's a great supporter of this 

16      Board and of the Detroit Police Department and 

17      all the citizens of the city of Detroit, so I'm 

18      going to ask her to come forward and she have to 

19      say something. 

20                Let's give a round of applause to 

21      Council President Brenda Jones.

22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT JONES:  Good evening 

23      to everyone and, you know, I tried to stay in the 

24      back and I told them I did not want to say 

25      anything, but thank you for all of the 
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1      commissioners for all that you do and all that 

2      you give and thank you for all of you all for 

3      being here and thank you to the officers and as 

4      rank go up, you all did not come here to hear me, 

5      that's why I tried to stay in the back and I told 

6      them I did not want to say anything because when 

7      you want to hear me, you come to City Council. 

8                So I don't have anything to say.  

9      You're here to hear them, so I am going to take 

10      my seat and probably go back out the room so that 

11      they won't call me up when you're here for the 

12      Board of Police Commissioners meeting, so thank 

13      you.

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  The 

15      next item on the agenda would be our newly 

16      appointed AC Williams.

17                ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  That's correct.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And you can explain 

19      why the Chief left early too and his team, thank 

20      you.

21                ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Thank you, 

22      through the Chair.  Chief Craig, he left -- 

23      they're going to be departing today to go to D.C. 

24      for the Washington Memorial.  We have several 

25      officers who are going to be placed on -- their 
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1      names on the wall, so he along with a number of 

2      our command staff, our officers and other members 

3      will be going down to D.C. and they'll be leaving 

4      early, some left early this morning. 

5                For the report out, city-wide we're 

6      looking at year to date comparing 2017 to 2016 

7      our homicide rate is up 3 percent.  Sexual 

8      assault is down 18 percent.  Robbery -- I'm 

9      sorry, my numbers are -- sexual assaults are down 

10      15 percent, robbery is down 8 percent. 

11                We have no change on our carjackings, 

12      we're basically at 0 percent change, so 2016 we 

13      had 105, 2017 we had 105. 

14                And give me one quick second here.  I 

15      want to make sure my data is correct going down.  

16      So for non-fatal shootings we're down 3 percent.  

17      Our overall violent crime we're down 8 percent 

18      from 2016. 

19                If we go to our property offenses for 

20      burglary we're up 8 percent city-wide, for 

21      larcenies we're down 14 percent.  Stolen vehicles 

22      we're down 6 percent and we have an overall 

23      reduction year to date in all property offenses 

24      by 6 percent.  Any questions?

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, any 
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1      questions for the Assistant Chief or concerns?   

2      Well, if not, we thank you for your report.

3                ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS: Thank you.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  We move on to the 

5      next item would be hearing from the Building, 

6      Safety Engineering and Environmental Department 

7      on medical marijuana.  Presentation from that 

8      particular group and it's good to see you.  Thank 

9      you for coming out.

10                MS. FILSEN:  Good evening, 

11      commissioners.  My name is Jada Filson, I'm the 

12      zoning manager with the Building Department.

13                CHIEF JOHNSON:   My name is Chief 

14      Johnson, I'm the Chief of Property Maintenance 

15      and Code Administration for Building and Safety 

16      Engineering Department.

17                MS. FELSON:  We just wanted to give a 

18      quick presentation about medical marijuana within 

19      the city of Detroit.  This is our mission 

20      statement for our department.  Basically we are 

21      trying to make sure the citizens are safe in 

22      structures within the city of Detroit. 

23                So I am the manager of the Zoning 

24      Division.  So basically we deal with special land 

25      use hearings and under our ordinance medical 
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1      marijuana would be a special land use.  It falls 

2      under controlled use in our current ordinance. 

3                And also Chief Johnson is representing 

4      the Property Maintenance Division, so he deals 

5      with enforcement of the medical marijuana 

6      facilities if they're licenced and unlicensed, we 

7      do investment.

8                So last year March we started the 

9      medical marijuana ordinance and as you know it is 

10      only allowed in certain districts, certainly B 

11      districts and industrial districts. 

12                So with that ordinance anyone that 

13      applies for a medical marijuana facility in the 

14      city of Detroit needs to apply through our 

15      website.  That is, you know, the Detroit website, 

16      detroitmi.gov.  We do not take applications at 

17      the Building Department at all.  They would need 

18      to apply with their application, their site 

19      plans, floor plans, security plan, disposal plan. 

20                There is also a spacing requirement 

21      with MMCC.  You cannot be within 1,000 feet of a 

22      school or a controlled use or a religious 

23      institution.  If you are, you would have the go 

24      to the Board of Zoning Appeals to try to get that 

25      spacing waived and that is the end of our 
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1      presentation -- oh, and then it's just zoning 

2      approval. 

3                Just pretty much repeating where you 

4      can submit the application through the website.  

5      Oh, and there also is a search engine I want to 

6      put out there, so if you go to the City's website 

7      you can put in your address and it will let you 

8      know what -- if you're eligible to proceed 

9      through the application process.

10                CHIEF JOHNSON:  So one of the exciting 

11      things that we want to make sure that everyone is 

12      aware of, we have tools that would help one to 

13      identify where facilities that have opened is and 

14      if in fact there are legally open. 

15                We know that in our community we have a 

16      lot of medical marijuana facilities that's 

17      popping up pretty regularly.  In fact, we can see 

18      we know that in fact there has been an increase 

19      in the Eight Mile Corridor, Grand River Corridor 

20      and Gratiot and some of those other larger 

21      streets that are impacted by traffic.

22                And so these facilities are becoming 

23      very common to see spring up without any notice.  

24      In fact, what we find through our process of 

25      surveys is that there's an enormous amount of 
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1      medical marijuana facilities that's open that are 

2      not legally open. 

3                So we have a process through the 

4      Enforcement Division.  That process includes 

5      surveying, identifying locations that are 

6      opening, responding to complaints and so we're 

7      very excited when we get communications from the 

8      public to let us know that there is a location 

9      that has opened, and the reason I use the word 

10      "excited" is because now our adrenalin starts to 

11      increase and we're ready to take action because 

12      we want everybody to have a safe neighborhoods, 

13      particularly those facilities that are near 

14      schools, near churches and all of those 

15      controlled areas. 

16                We're fortunate to have a great 

17      partners in the Detroit Police Department.  

18      Deputy Chief Bettison has taken a lead to assist 

19      us with making sure that as we go through the 

20      process of closing those facilities down that we 

21      are in fact protected. 

22                And we have a good unit that 

23      specifically concentrates on that type of 

24      enforcement.  We have Supervisor Wilkins here, 

25      his team is charged with going in and putting 
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1      those orange placards that you may see in some of 

2      those facilities and at the same time making sure 

3      that everybody that's in those facilities that's 

4      illegal is out.

5                And in fact if they re-open we go 

6      through the process of providing or giving them 

7      -- issuing tickets as well as it could include 

8      misdemeanor criminal citations. 

9                So in that piece then we then rely on 

10      our great partner the Law Department to really 

11      help us to make sure that we're following all of 

12      the legal requirements that's necessary to effect 

13      the enforcement efforts.  So even though you may 

14      see facilities that may be open and you may 

15      conclude that they may be legal, if you want to 

16      be sure go to our website, 

17      detroitmi.gov/medicalmarijuana. 

18                As you can see on the screen there it 

19      has specific identifiers that helps you to see 

20      the actual locations for the facility under the 

21      conditions the ones that are closed -- I don't 

22      know if you can raise that up -- the closed ones 

23      are in red and then those ones that are open 

24      which the only three that's legally open in terms 

25      of approval is in green. 
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1                Then we have those ones that are in 

2      yellow, those ones that are yellow are locations 

3      that in fact have put in an application and yet 

4      they're not open.  Then we have another section 

5      that's in blue or identified in blue which is 

6      those locations that they put in an application, 

7      they are open, they're allowed to stay open until 

8      the application process has ended. 

9                The key point is those ones in red 

10      because if we see those ones in red and we go 

11      through the survey process and we get a complaint 

12      from you the community we'll go back to those 

13      locations and make sure that they are in fact 

14      closed.  If they're not, then we're going to take 

15      enforcement action. 

16                So that's the fullest extent of our 

17      presentation.  The whole purpose of us being here 

18      is to really talk to communities and community 

19      leaders and certainly inform you contact us, let 

20      us know if in fact you have a facility that has 

21      opened and you want to make sure that it's opened 

22      legally or else we want to go through the process 

23      of closing it.

24                And so we're here to answer any 

25      questions.  We'll be in the back at the end of 
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1      this session if you want to answer questions.  

2      You also have the opportunity to go on the 

3      website and provide a complaint. 

4                There is a section that allows for that 

5      and so that information that you put in, it will 

6      go to our Smart Sheet, we'll get the information 

7      immediately and then we'll take action if 

8      necessary on those complaints.

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners?

10                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the 

11      Chair, once you find a place that's illegally 

12      operating, how long does it take to shut that 

13      place down?

14                CHIEF JOHNSON:  A place that is 

15      illegally operating? 

16                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  That comes to 

17      your attention, how long does it take you to shut 

18      that place down? 

19                CHIEF JOHNSON:  We shut down -- we do 

20      enforcement actions on facilities weekly and so 

21      if you give us -- for example, if you contact us 

22      today and say can you check out this facility, we 

23      first would go through our data system and see if 

24      there is a location that is legally established 

25      and then we will respond in that respect, but if 
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1      in fact it is truly -- has not put in an 

2      application or the application has been denied 

3      and the zoning appeals process has exhausted, 

4      then we will go out and send a notice the 

5      following week.

6                And so our notice goes out on 

7      Wednesday, we close them down on Friday.  And so 

8      that's our time frame for which we do the 

9      closings.  So if you give us information for next 

10      week, we're going out and we're taking action. 

11                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Just for 

12      clarification, you have some dispensaries that's  

13      operating and they're still in the application 

14      process?

15                CHIEF JOHNSON:  Yes, so one of the 

16      pieces of the ordinance allows for -- and Mr. 

17      Hollowell can kind of talk more about the piece 

18      of that, but the ordinance allows for buildings 

19      that were operating prior to April 1 to start the 

20      application process and continue to operate until 

21      they exhaust our application process, and then if 

22      they take it to Board of Zoning Appeals and they 

23      exhaust that process. 

24                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Just one last 

25      question.  How long is that application process?
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1                CHIEF JOHNSON:  You want to talk about 

2      that?

3                MS. FILSON:  Right now in BSEED the 

4      application process is probably a few weeks.  I 

5      know that the Board of Zoning Appeals is kind of 

6      backed up right now because we were inundated so 

7      much with so many applications and now we're 

8      through the process and so everyone is getting 

9      shipped to the Board of Zoning Appeals, so --

10                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair?  

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

12                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Several questions 

13      come to mind.  I'll try to ask the most succinct 

14      ones.  No. 1, with the pending applications is 

15      this a part of the Detroit ordinance in terms of 

16      law or is this coming from the State or -- I 

17      couldn't open a liquor store and sell liquor with 

18      a pending application.

19                Why is this being allowed?

20                CHIEF JOHNSON:  Can I suggest through 

21      the Chair that Mr. Hollowell does his 

22      presentation which may answer that question.  

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  He can come 

24      forward, yes, sir.

25                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Chairman Bell, members 
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1      of the Commission, again Melvin Butch Hollowell, 

2      corporation counsel and I serve as legal counsel 

3      for all City agencies, the Mayor's office, the 

4      City Council, my Council President Brenda Jones, 

5      the police department and all City agencies. 

6                We also worked hand in glove with the 

7      City Council in designing the ordinance as we 

8      speak.  It certainly is not a perfect ordinance, 

9      commissioner, as it relates to how can we be open 

10      when others are not open, but we tried to strike 

11      the right balance.

12                And I think once you see where we are 

13      today versus where we were we're getting there, 

14      we're getting there.  When I talk to my 

15      colleagues around the country, so I'm the city 

16      attorney for Detroit, but when I talk to city 

17      attorneys in Denver and San Francisco and 

18      Philadelphia and around the country. 

19                I think we've handled it better I think 

20      than anybody else.  We've paid out less in terms 

21      of lawsuits.  We have had fewer instances, 

22      instances of litigation.  We've had more success 

23      in administrative and legal judgments from orders 

24      from the Court. 

25                I think we've struck the right balance 
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1      and let me just go through it and we'll take it 

2      from there.  So again, this from the Law 

3      Department.  What we've tried to do is to balance 

4      between oversaturation and patient rights, so 

5      they just started popping up all over the place. 

6                And what happened was that the voters 

7      went to the poles, Michigan voters went to the 

8      poles in 2008 and they approved the use of 

9      medical marijuana in certain instances, although 

10      when it was approved at the poles it was pretty 

11      messy in terms of how it was written, and so 

12      there were a number of Supreme Court and Court of 

13      Appeals cases that were kind of all over the 

14      place. 

15                Are dispensaries allowed, are they not 

16      allowed, what are some of the regulations and so 

17      it began to open up.  And by the time that the 

18      City Council passed -- and you should understand, 

19      it's not just one ordinance that's in place, 

20      there are two ordinances in place. 

21                The first ordinance deals with zoning 

22      issues and that was spoken to by my colleagues in 

23      BSEED and again it can only be in heavy 

24      commercial which is B2 through B4 or heavy 

25      industrial, M1 through M4.  That's the zoning 
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1      part of it, so -- and then that speaks to the 

2      thousand radial feet from schools, a church, a 

3      park, a liquor store or another medical marijuana 

4      facility. 

5                And separate from that the Council 

6      passed an ordinance that deals with the licensing 

7      issue, do you have a site plan, a security plan, 

8      and the like.  So there are two ordinances that 

9      are operating.  So the baseline was 283.  These 

10      were the alleged locations that came in from the 

11      start.  When they did come in -- I don't know why  

12      it won't stick on -- there we go.  That's where 

13      we started, so I sent a letter to each of the 

14      283. 

15                It was not a nice letter.  The letter 

16      says that you are operating at your own risk, 

17      that in fact until you have received a license, 

18      both licenses from the City of Detroit, you are 

19      operating at your own risk and you are subject to 

20      any and all enforcement of the City of Detroit.  

21      That could be the police department, that could 

22      be Building, Safety and Engineering, that could 

23      be the Law Department going into the chief judge 

24      for any judge in the Circuit Court and asking for 

25      an order.
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1                So I have reserved the right to 

2      exercise all of our potential enforcement actions 

3      against any of the potential facilities, so that 

4      letter was sent out immediately after the 

5      ordinance was passed to put them on notice, which 

6      of course helps me in front of a judge. 

7                On the history piece, in 1970 the 

8      Congress passed the Drug-Free Zone Act which 

9      means that -- so what is drug-free zone?  A 

10      drug-free zone is where a Schedule 1 drug which 

11      -- you know, marijuana is still a Scheduled 1 

12      drug, and so a Schedule 1 drug, you cannot have 

13      the manufacture or distribution of a Schedule 1 

14      drug within 1,000 radial feet of a school. 

15                What do I mean by radial feet, so if 

16      you take --

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Excuse me, but 

18      would you talk about the mic because we are 

19      recording.

20                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Yeah, sure.  So radial 

21      feet is the edge of the property and so you do a 

22      big circle and if it's within 1,000 feet of that 

23      circle, that's a drug-free zone. 

24                So after -- in the '70s then most of 

25      the states including Michigan passed its own 
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1      version of the Drug-Free Zone Act.  Michigan is a 

2      little different, so we have not just schools, 

3      but also libraries.  Now, our ordnance adds some 

4      other things, so we have a state law in place.

5                I already talked to you about 2008, 

6      voters went to the poles and it's only supposed 

7      to be used for certain things such as cancer, HIV 

8      AIDS and glaucoma and chronic pain.  The law says 

9      five patients, 12 plants per patient.  It was -- 

10      the law was revised by the state legislature in 

11      December of 2016 which clarified the dispensaries 

12      are in fact legal and that edibles -- so it's not 

13      just smoking a joint, but it's edibles, so 

14      sometimes they have gummy bears or they're in 

15      rice crispy treats or brownies or these kind of 

16      things, so edibles. 

17                The way the technology -- the 

18      agricultural technology is working is let's say 

19      you had a joint and that joint was 90 percent 

20      buzz, but 10 percent the delivery of certain 

21      medicine and we've known for centuries that there 

22      are certain medicinal properties in it, they're 

23      now starting to engineer it so that the medicine 

24      is 90 percent medicinal and 10 percent the other 

25      way. 



Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Page 39

1                So they are making changes in that 

2      rapidly.  The City again self-regulates.  When we 

3      looked at Councilman Tate and the rest of the 

4      Council passed that ordinance which became 

5      effective March 1 of 2017, I already talked to 

6      you about the M1 through M4, heavy industrial, 

7      and B1 through B4, heavy commercial.  Why those,  

8      because we wanted to take it out of the 

9      neighborhood.  That's why those zones were 

10      picked. 

11                You have to close also by 8 o'clock PM, 

12      that's another thing that you can help us be eyes 

13      and ears.  If you call in and you see oh, there's 

14      still an "open" sign and it's 9 o'clock, it's 10 

15      o'clock, you can call that in.  That's a 

16      violation.  I can use that in my pleadings.

17                So after -- so that's kind of how we 

18      got where we are.  The dispensaries allowed under 

19      the ordinance, we did not put a hard cap on that, 

20      so I've talked to city attorneys, my colleagues 

21      in Toronto and Paris and San Francisco and a lot 

22      of other areas.  Some put caps on it and some 

23      haven't. 

24                Most of them have gotten bogged down in 

25      litigation; we haven't.  We've won every case by 
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1      the way, and so we didn't put a hard cap on it, 

2      it's a soft cap, which means that if you look at 

3      the 1,000 foot radius for all of the criteria and 

4      if you look at the zones, the B2 through B4, in 

5      the end you're going to fit no more than probably 

6      50 across the city and most of them again will be 

7      located in heavy commercial and heavy industrial 

8      areas, so about 50 locations when they get done.

9                As BSEED indicated before I got up, 

10      they're at about three have been approved so far.  

11      You can track it on the web and on the 

12      detroitmi.gov/medicalmarijuana, so again it 

13      tracks the status enforcement in real time, the 

14      applications.  So what they do is they come in 

15      for these special land use hearings, they make 

16      their case.  Mr. Blackman and others are 

17      generally there on behalf of the community. 

18                He's been -- wave your hand, 

19      Mr. Blackman, so he's been great.  So he is -- he 

20      speaks on behalf of the community.  He's got a 

21      very legitimate perspective in terms of what you 

22      were saying, Commissioner Vann, and saying I 

23      don't think this is necessarily good, but then 

24      you have others who have the right to say I do 

25      think it's good, so we have a law which allows 



Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Page 41

1      for due process. 

2                That's why we've done so well in court, 

3      we've tried to balance the interests as best we 

4      can.  If they lose at the special land use 

5      hearing they have a right to appeal to the Board 

6      of Zoning Appeals and if you lose at the Board of 

7      Zoning Appeals you can appeal it to the Circuit 

8      Court. 

9                And I serve as counsel to both the 

10      Board of Zoning appeals, BSEED as well as if the 

11      action gets into Circuit Court.  There have been 

12      the number of actions in Circuit Court.  You may 

13      remember the very first one, got a lot of 

14      publicity.  The judge in the case had -- we got 

15      the judge thrown off the case.  They tried to get 

16      a class action.  We got the law firm thrown off 

17      the case and that was very important for me and 

18      for the Law Department to set a tone that if you 

19      are going to file a case, you're going to have a 

20      hard time in this respect, so we haven't lost a 

21      case yet. 

22                It is an inter-departmental solution, 

23      so that's DPD and BSEED, so what I typically ask 

24      for is that we have an NPO, a neighborhood police 

25      officer, working in tandem with an inspector from 
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1      BSEED.  They go in together, for safety purposes 

2      and other purposes.

3                You knock on the door.  If they don't 

4      open the door, you don't need to kick the door in 

5      because under the building code if a business 

6      does not allow entry for an enforcement official 

7      that is a per se violation of the code.  That's 

8      all I need.  All you need to do is write down the 

9      fact that I knocked on the door, I tried to get 

10      in, they didn't let me in. 

11                If they do let you in, I don't need you 

12      to take anything.  All I need you to do is take a 

13      photograph and I can use that in my pleadings in 

14      front of any court.

15                We also look at weed maps which is a -- 

16      it's a website, I look at that.  If it's 

17      registered there, I'll put that in the pleadings 

18      as well, Metro Times, I'll put that in there as 

19      well, and then I can file lawsuits in Wayne 

20      County Circuit Courts and, again, we've been very 

21      successful in that regard. 

22                So this is -- so you see that -- you 

23      see that orange poster right there and underneath 

24      it is a padlocking, so if we take an 

25      administrative action and what I ask for is a 
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1      range of relief from the Court, I ask for 

2      shutdown, I ask for postering, I ask for fines, 

3      penalties and I ask for padlocking. 

4                There's a lot of money involved in 

5      this, so they try to get around it every which 

6      way. 

7                So we continue to follow them even n 

8      social media.  So it might be that you see that 

9      the orange sticker is still there in the front 

10      and the padlock is there, but you can go on weed 

11      maps and they'll say yeah, we've meet you around 

12      back at 10 o'clock. We still follow it, we follow 

13      it.  We want to let you know that we follow it. 

14                And then on the plants, 12 plants per 

15      patient, new testing protocols.  I'm also 

16      concerned now about what's the next step, where 

17      are we going next on this and that is on the 

18      testing side of things. 

19                I mean, if you go and get -- you know, 

20      I take Lipitor, so if I go to CVS and get my 

21      Lipitor refilled, it tells me that it's good and 

22      it's from this place and it's got certain 

23      testing, etc. 

24                This is something that's being 

25      ingested, so we're going to need to have testing 
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1      protocols for this, laboratories that are going 

2      to be certified.  We're getting ahead of the 

3      game.  The State -- frankly we didn't wait for 

4      the State in terms of their legislation, so we're 

5      going to have to have testing protocols for this 

6      to ensure life and safety issues are complied 

7      with in the city.  

8                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Hollowell -- I 

9      mean I'm respectful of your presentation, thank 

10      you for bringing it, but it doesn't look like 

11      we're doing a good job of managing these 

12      facilities from the City's standpoint.

13                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Take a look at this 

14      next slide. 

15                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Well, I want you to 

16      address that.

17                MR. HOLLOWELL:  14 lawsuits were filed 

18      in eight weeks, no lawsuits lost, 167 facilities, 

19      167 closed by City enforcement.

20                78 of those were closures by BSEED and 

21      DPD.  The balance were closed by lawsuits.  We 

22      have a very dedicated -- we have not lost a case 

23      and let me tell you something. 

24                Because of the money that's involved in 

25      this, they now are not just hiring smaller 
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1      lawsuits, they're hiring the biggest law firms in 

2      town.

3                So we have closed 167 facilities in the 

4      city without losing a case.  Nobody in the United 

5      States has that record, nobody. 

6                COMMISSIONER VANN:  I mean, that's 

7      great from a legal perspective, but I think that 

8      what the community wants to hear -- I know in my 

9      district where I live and you live as well, we 

10      know that one of the Number 1 concerns, 

11      especially in the 12th Precinct, with Woodward, 

12      Eight Mile, etc. are the proliferation of these 

13      dispensaries that are illegally open.  They're 

14      open all kind of hours, they're selling fake 

15      medical cards to people, they're doing all kinds 

16      of stuff, literally almost under the nose of a 

17      system that's not managing them well. 

18                I'm glad that you're doing well with 

19      your lawsuits, but the dispensaries are still in 

20      the community and it's a deleterious effect in 

21      the community on the people in that community  

22      property values, quality of life, you name it.

23                And I just think that, you know, I 

24      would like to see the vigorous enforcement from 

25      the City's perspective with these dispensaries 
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1      and I just don't think -- I think we've taken 

2      sort of a laissez-faire attitude with it, that's 

3      what it appears.

4                MR. HOLLOWELL:  No, sir, no, 

5      commissioner.  No, sir.

6                COMMISSIONER VANN:  In my district 

7      that's what it appears to me.  And I think what 

8      we need to do is -- I mean, how can you vouch for 

9      the veracity of the products that are being sold? 

10                How are we managing the facilities?  

11      You're allowing people -- I couldn't open up -- I 

12      couldn't sell liquor, I can't sell lottery 

13      tickets, I can't cut hair without a license 

14      legally. 

15                And so why is it that these 

16      dispensaries are allowed to proliferate without 

17      licenses or pending licenses and not even 

18      approved facilities? 

19                I mean, I'm just -- I'm very concerned 

20      about it and it's like one of the Number 1 things 

21      that my constituents ask about.

22                MR. HOLLOWELL:  So, if I could, with 

23      respect I validate where you're coming from.  I 

24      vigorously disagree, vigorously disagree as it 

25      relates to the approach.  No one has had the kind 
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1      of success that we've had and the reasons that 

2      we've had success is we haven't kicked in the 

3      door.  We could do that.  There is a temptation 

4      to do that, but what happened is I'm in Federal 

5      Court then, it stayed open, I've got a claim 

6      saying you stole my patients' medicine, and we 

7      get something that get ties up the courts for two 

8      years. 

9                By doing it this way, we have closed 

10      down 167 facilities.  If we go to the first 

11      slide, we started with 283, we started with 283.  

12      There is no laissez-faire about this whatsoever.  

13      We have all of our resources that are dedicated 

14      on the strike force within the Law Department, 

15      very vigorously going toward this. 

16                Is there something that we could do as 

17      it relates to tightening up the law, I think so.  

18      Is there a way that we could do it better in 

19      terms of enforcement with respect to getting into 

20      court, absolutely not, absolutely not. 

21                And when you look at the cities around 

22      the country they have been paralyzed with 

23      lawsuits, we have not.  So I will defend my 

24      lawyers in the nth degree in terms of the process 

25      that they have gone through and, again, we have 



Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Page 48

1      closed 167, 65 are in the approval process, we've 

2      had three approved, we got about 50 more, Bishop, 

3      we've got about 50 more to be closed. 

4                So we're going to keep on that path.  I 

5      understand what you're saying, but I also know 

6      how difficult the work is as it relates to 

7      getting these facilities in front of a judge, 

8      allowing the other side to argue the case, filing 

9      the briefs on this case and then winning every 

10      one in front of a court.

11                So I'm very proud of the job that our 

12      lawyers have done in this case.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other comments, 

14      Commissioner Vann? 

15                COMMISSIONER VANN:  No, I'll leave it 

16      there.  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other 

18      commissioners? 

19                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes, I just want 

20      to thank you.  I thought it was a very good 

21      report, I feel good about it because the 

22      commissioners brought this to you, to the Council 

23      and you all have been doing a wonderful job I 

24      think.

25                And my question would be, when you have 
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1      the 50, will they be located in the city in 

2      different areas or just wherever they are?

3                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Yes, commissioner, they 

4      will be -- so those 50 will have to be separated 

5      by at least 1,000 feet within only heavy 

6      industrial or heavily commercial areas and 1,000 

7      feet, what is that, about three football fields 

8      and then it has to be, again, 1,000 feet from a 

9      school, a park, a church, a liquor store which is 

10      a "controlled use" under the zoning ordinance or 

11      another medical marijuana facility. 

12                And so when they're open, again they 

13      will be subject to inspection like any other 

14      business in the city and they will be in places 

15      where we will take them out of the neighborhoods, 

16      again heavy industrial, heavy commercial. 

17                COMMISSIONER BROOKE:  Thank you.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

19                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Yes.  The 

20      question I have is earlier it was mentioned that 

21      there are several appeals that the facility can 

22      take, so what is the average length -- I don't 

23      know if that was answered or asked earlier, 

24      because on Woodward and Seven Mile there has to 

25      be five or six like within a block or two blocks. 
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1                None of them look like they're closed 

2      and you're saying only three are legally open 

3      right now, so -- and they've been there for years 

4      -- at least since 2008 or around that time.  None 

5      of them are closed so what is the length or the 

6      average length of the appeals process?

7                MR. HOLLOWELL:  So first the ordinance 

8      only went into effect in 2016, so March 1, 2016  

9      from that ate and each one of those -- actually 

10      there are five -- each one of those five are in 

11      the application process. 

12                The application process, I think BSEED 

13      can answer it more, more quickly.  Once it gets 

14      through the special land use hearing and the 

15      appeal is to the Board of Zoning Appeals they can 

16      hear, I think, a half a dozen to a dozen cases on 

17      a monthly basis, and then it's really up to each 

18      one of the facilities if they lose at the Board 

19      of Zoning Appeals and decide to appeal to the 

20      Circuit Court they've got 30 days in which to 

21      make that -- to file a Complaint and then the 

22      City has the right to answer the Complaint and 

23      litigate the case.

24                CHIEF JOHNSON:  And so one of the 

25      additional pieces to that, so we have roughly 135 
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1      cases or applications that's going through the 

2      process and so when you factor that into almost a 

3      dozen or so appeals that can be heard at any one 

4      given time, they meet I think once a week, and so 

5      that becomes a longer process.

6                They also have to go through the 

7      application, the full application process which 

8      includes a building permit and all those other 

9      types of regulatory activity. 

10                That of course will allow these 

11      processes to be for a longer period of time, 

12      certainly than we would like.  And then of course 

13      with those ones that are in the application 

14      process and open, those are only the ones that 

15      were open prior to that April or March date. 

16                Then we closely monitor those ones, so 

17      that if they close, then all bets are off, they 

18      cannot reopen.  Those ones that are on Woodward 

19      we are monitoring those ones to in fact catch 

20      them at the point of being open, catching them to 

21      see if they have signs up, so we're constantly 

22      going down Woodward, down Eight Mile, Grand 

23      River, all of these streets that we would 

24      typically find that may in fact have these 

25      facility that's popping up. 
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1                And so we have an enforcement office 

2      and that office itself has seven inspectors.  

3      Then we have another 30 inspectors that go 

4      through the city throughout the city to do 

5      inspection activity. 

6                As they're out in these communities and 

7      on these streets, all the inspectors are charged 

8      with letting us know if there are facilities that 

9      in fact have opened.  We then go back out and 

10      take action to those ones that has illegally -- 

11      that is open illegally.  And so to that extent we 

12      are constantly out there and to the 

13      commissioner's point, this is a chief concern of 

14      the director of Building and Safety. 

15                It's a huge responsibility that I have 

16      and then I have a deputy chief as well as 

17      supervisors that are charged with making sure 

18      that any of those facilities that's open that can 

19      be identified that we get on those right away.  

20      So the community is of excellent help to letting 

21      us you know that in fact there are facilities 

22      that have popped up. 

23                We encourage, please, contact us.  We 

24      want to get out, we want to address those ones 

25      that in fact are opening illegally. 
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1                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Excuse me, I 

2      have one more.  It was very helpful to know that 

3      they were not supposed to be open after 8 so I'm 

4      glad I learned that because often I see cars in 

5      these lots of these facilities. 

6                But the other question I have or that 

7      least, you know, when you said earlier that -- 

8      or, I'm sorry, attorney Hollowell, when you said 

9      earlier that these facilities are for glaucoma, 

10      cancer, HIV, then why are they in hospitals?

11                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Well, the voters -- I 

12      agree.  I mean, the voters --

13                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  No one would 

14      be opposed to that.

15                MR. HOLLOWELL:  I wouldn't disagree 

16      with you, commissioner, but the voters of the 

17      state of Michigan went to the poles and that was 

18      the law they passed.  I didn't pass that law, so 

19      I have to enforce that law and that's how it was 

20      written. 

21                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  It was just a 

22      sarcastic comment; thank you.

23                MR. HOLLOWELL:  No, I know.  So the law 

24      is what it is and I have to enforce it.  

25                COMMISSIONER BELL: Any other comments 
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1      from the commissioners. 

2                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chairman, just 

3      one last thing.  The last comment was well taken.  

4      I think we can see the idiocy of this and how 

5      it's unfolded, but this will not be the only 

6      thing we have to deal with.  We have a political 

7      party out there right now that's putting this on 

8      the ballot next year so they can get people out 

9      to vote for governor and if this passes, whatever 

10      iteration of that recommendation passes, are you 

11      preparing for that particular moment as well 

12      because obviously with the confusion that took 

13      place with medical marijuana in this city, state 

14      and again with the federal law, how is all of 

15      that going to be reconciled with that 

16      eventuality?

17                MR. HOLLOWELL:  You're right on the 

18      money as usual, commissioner.  Yes, I've heard 

19      the same thing that you have, that they are 

20      working very hard and even last year they were 

21      working hard to try to get this on the ballot to 

22      legalize -- and that's different than medical 

23      marijuana.  What the commissioner is talking 

24      about is legalizing it as some states have done 

25      such as Colorado.
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1                And they've had a lot of problems in 

2      Colorado.  They did the same thing a year ago in 

3      Ohio, so they were able to get enough signatures 

4      to put it on the ballot in Ohio.  It lost, 

5      everone thought it would pass, but it lost in 

6      Ohio even though it was leading in the poles most 

7      of the way. 

8                And one way or the other I think you're 

9      right, I think that there will be enough 

10      signatures to put this on the ballot.  It was on 

11      the ballot in Detroit as you know about a decade 

12      ago where we passed it, we decriminalized 

13      marijuana in the city of Detroit by a 70 percent 

14      margin for an ounce or less. 

15                But it probably will get on the ballot.  

16      Whether it passes or not, I don't know what the 

17      political climate will be. 

18                Are we preparing for it, yes, we are.  

19      In particular I'm looking at Colorado and some of 

20      the problems.  At first they were saying oh, this 

21      is going to be so great.  That hasn't turned out 

22      to be so great in terms of people say it's going 

23      to be just a source of revenue and then they 

24      segment it into three separate sections, so you 

25      have the manufacturer, that is let's say the 
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1      State would identify certain areas that will be 

2      fields, so instead of growing corn you'd grow 

3      marijuana right.

4                So you have the manufacture and then 

5      you have the distribution, how do you get it from 

6      the marijuana farms let's say in Alpena or 

7      Cadillac or the Upper Peninsula and get it 

8      distributed on trucks or however it would be 

9      distributed. 

10                And then you have the retail side of 

11      it, that is the dispensaries that we see.  Those 

12      three areas are what the state legislature has 

13      been talking about and those who would like to 

14      put it on the ballot in Michigan and other 

15      states. 

16                And in each one of those you have 

17      people that are making the argument, well, you 

18      know, it's jobs, you can tax it, you can use the 

19      taxes, you can get it out from underneath the 

20      shadows, so I've heard all the arguments.  But 

21      I've been paying very close attention to what's 

22      going on around the country, particularly 

23      Colorado.  We will be prepared for that if it 

24      does get on the ballot and I've got a great team, 

25      so it is possible that it's on the ballot next 
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1      year.  

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

3      Carter?

4                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  What kind of 

5      enforcement are you doing to ensure that that 

6      happened?  Are the inspectors going out after -- 

7      do they change shifts or do they do the 

8      enforcement after 8 o'clock?  Do they do 

9      inspections after 8 o'clock?

10                CHIEF JOHNSON:  Well, this is the 

11      challenge.  We do do inspections.  There are 

12      occasions where we will do inspections.  We're 

13      looking at some policies and procedures that we 

14      can work along with the police department, 

15      particularly with those officers who are 

16      patrolling at night because they certainly can be 

17      a representative of our actions. 

18                In other words, if they identify a 

19      facility that's open, we need only to get that 

20      information and then we can take our enforcement 

21      action against that facility. 

22                It certainly goes to the fact of the 

23      application process.  We've had some discussions 

24      about that so that if there is a person that's 

25      going through the application process and is 
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1      allows to be open during that process and yet go 

2      beyond what the scope of the permission is, then 

3      we're moving to -- considering removing that 

4      application process then -- which then would make 

5      that facility as a whole illegal.

6                So there are some steps.  We do have 

7      some challenges with having different shifts and 

8      those types of things and being able to do our 

9      other types of activities, but that on occasions 

10      we will do some types of enforcement later on in 

11      the evening which will allow us to identify those 

12      facilities. 

13                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And then it's 

14      important that the citizens report, as you 

15      stated, that when they see dispensaries open 

16      after 8 o'clock?

17                CHIEF JOHNSON:  I can't stress that 

18      enough.  I mean, the fact is that every time we 

19      get those reports, that gives us an opportunity 

20      to act because, quite frankly, we do find that 

21      the majority of those facilities that open, they 

22      open up in the evening or in the afternoon when 

23      we've already done our inspections quite often, 

24      particularly when we go through closings and so 

25      much more later on in the evening or in the 
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1      afternoon we find ourselves doing closings as 

2      opposed to before we were doing closings earlier 

3      during the day, so we're looking at all avenues, 

4      all opportunities to make sure that those illegal 

5      facilities are not operating.

6                And so the community's involvement is 

7      so great and our community is unique in that or 

8      an urban community because we do get a lot of 

9      involvement from community members and we get, 

10      like Mr. Blackman, those ones who have -- that 

11      make a voice and they ring in my ear and so I'm 

12      waiting for that ring and we're taking action.

13                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  Thank 

14      you, Mr. Chair. 

15                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes, I have one 

16      other -- this is my last one.  I'm wondering if 

17      the dispensaries will take a chance with the 

18      Green Light Project.  I think that would be very 

19      helpful for them because it feeds into the police 

20      department?

21                MR. HOLLOWELL:  You mean once the 50 --

22                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Once they're 

23      open, officially open. 

24                MR. HOLLOWELL:  That's a great idea.

25                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Officially part 
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1      of the 50, the Green Light.

2                MR. HOLLOWELL:  And they already have 

3      the green lights, right, so yeah.  So you're 

4      right, it would be a great idea.

5                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Thank you. 

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commission Burton? 

7                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Mr. Corporation 

8      Counsel Butch Hollowell, I just want to say great 

9      presentation right away.  Thanks for enlightening 

10      this Board. 

11                Secondly, there are at few dispensaries 

12      in my district in the 5th District that some of 

13      my constituents are pretty concerned about and 

14      I'd like to know -- I can get those addresses.  I 

15      guess -- I don't know, would I send them to your 

16      office or who do I e-mail them to to see are they 

17      in compliance with the City of Detroit of that 

18      nature, but I can send that over perhaps by 

19      Monday.

20                CHIEF JOHNSON:  That would be great, so 

21      my e-mail is ericj@detroitmi.gov.  You can send 

22      that -- any of those addresses to me, any 

23      community person, you can share that e-mail with 

24      your communities, use that e-mail ericj and just 

25      indicate as your heading either -- if you have a 



Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Evening Community Meeting
5/11/2017

Page 61

1      difficult time with medical marijuana, the 

2      spelling, I did earlier on, is it j or h, you can 

3      certainly just say MMCC and that will clue me in 

4      to it and  I'll open it up and we will address 

5      it, so yes, please, send the information to me.

6                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  So would it be 

7      ericj in Groupwise?

8                CHIEF JOHNSON:  Yes, but for those who 

9      don't have Groupwise ericj@detroitmi.gov. 

10                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you. I will 

11      be e-mailing you something on Monday, thank you.

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Is there's no other 

13      questions and comments, I know this issue is 

14      really complex legally and the community concern 

15      about it, so hopefully we can have some ongoing 

16      dialog that we can really have -- share 

17      information just like you said, 8 PM closing, we 

18      was not aware -- I assume DPD was aware of that 

19      particular issue, but I would make one request, 

20      that you share one copy of your Powerpoint, that 

21      would be helpful to the commissioners and to the 

22      office and we can duplicate it from there.

23                That would enlighten us in terms of we 

24      go forward because it comes up as you will know 

25      throughout the community in terms of it appears 
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1      like we operate in the same manner that we have 

2      beer and wine stores in the city of Detroit and I 

3      know that's not the case, but there's appearance 

4      of that reality in terms of how people's 

5      perception of it, so I want to thank you for 

6      bringing forth your Powerpoint, Mr. Hollowell and 

7      BSEED team.  We look forward to some more 

8      interaction on that. 

9                If there's no other issues, thank you.

10                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Thank you, Mr. 

11      Chairman.  It's a delight to be in front of you.  

12      I'll come in front of this honorable body at any 

13      time that you so request. 

14                I'll take a copy of this report and 

15      give it to Greg Hicks if that would be helpful 

16      and I'm available to you at any time, so thank 

17      you again for the opportunity.  

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, we 

19      appreciate it.  Audience, thank you for your 

20      patience.  I hope that you have taken time to 

21      fill out the cards.  BSEED, I don't know if Butch 

22      Hollowell is going to still be around, but if 

23      your questions comes up, I'm pretty sure they can 

24      entertain any concerns you might have, so we'll 

25      move on. 
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1                I'd just like to do a little 

2      housekeeping.  Let the record reflect that 

3      Commissioner Reggie Crawford is excused absent 

4      for this meeting, he could not make it, he's out 

5      of town.

6                So as we move on to presentation from 

7      the Homicide Division, that would be the next 

8      item. 

9                COMM. WILSON:  Good evening, Board 

10      members, Assistant Chief.  For the record, Marlin 

11      Wilson, Commander, Major Crimes Division.  With 

12      me today I have Lt. McGinnis of the Homicide 

13      Division. 

14                This evening we're going to give you a 

15      brief overview of the Homicide Unit year-to-date.  

16      So I'm going to start with the staffing levels.  

17      Currently we have 64 members assigned to 

18      Homicide.  That includes one captain, three 

19      lieutenants and an administrative team.  The 

20      remaining members are divided in-between  nine 

21      squads. 

22                Those nine squads are as follows.  We 

23      have five district/precinct squads and they 

24      handle the bulk of the investigations. 

25                Next we have Fatal Squad, they handle 
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1      all traffic-related facilities.  The Homicide 

2      Task Force, that's a joint task force between 

3      ourselves and the Michigan State Police. 

4                They handle all of your police officer 

5      involved shootings as well as fatalities 

6      involving multiple victims. 

7                Next we believe our Inactive Case Squad 

8      which focuses on cold cases and lastly we have 

9      the Headquarters Surveillance Unit which is the 

10      apprehension arm of Homicide. 

11                Year to date the Homicide Unit has 

12      investigated 97 homicides.  That's an increase of 

13      2 percent compared to last year.  The current 

14      closure rate is 69 percent which is an increase 

15      of 16 percent and I just want to make one note. 

16                That 69 percent is approximately 5 

17      percent above the national average.

18                In order to achieve that closure rate 

19      we work with many units and I just want to 

20      highlight a few. 

21                We work with Michigan State Police, 

22      Michigan Department of Corrections, Mothers of 

23      Murdered Children, our federal partners, FBI, 

24      DEA, United States Marshals and ATF. 

25                Lastly for my portion or the 
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1      presentation I just want to highlight a couple of 

2      initiatives that we have ongoing.  We work with, 

3      at I said earlier in the previous slide, Mothers 

4      of Murdered Children, the Victim Assistance 

5      Program, as far as our Ceasefire Outreach 

6      Program. 

7                We utilize these services to provide 

8      advocacy and direct service programs for the 

9      families impacted by homicides, so what that 

10      encompasses is they conduct monthly support group 

11      meetings, individual peer counseling as well as 

12      providing financial assistance for funeral 

13      service and transportation costs back and forth 

14      to court. 

15                One of the most recent initiatives that 

16      we took on is probably about two months in, we 

17      started work with the Drug Enforcement 

18      Administration on their Overdose Project.  We got 

19      some data from DEA which was pretty alarming.  In 

20      the year -- last year there was over 816 overdose 

21      deaths recorded in Wayne County with 406 of those 

22      occurring in the city of Detroit.

23                So based on that information, we had a 

24      conversation with the Chief.  We met with the 

25      stakeholders from DEA and we joined their task 
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1      force. 

2                So we go out with them on a regular 

3      basis and we meet weekly, we exchange information 

4      and the goal is for us to use data-driven target 

5      enforcement against individuals that are selling 

6      and using.  We also want to go out and provide 

7      education to the public regarding this issue. 

8                We have our first townhall meeting 

9      that's going to be scheduled for June 14 at Wayne 

10      State University, 6 PM to 8 PM at their Law 

11      School which is 471 West Palmer and that's open 

12      to the public, everyone is welcome to attend. 

13                You can go there and ask questions, get 

14      literature and things of that nature.  That's 

15      going to conclude my portion and I'm going to 

16      have Lt. McGinnis complete the presentation and 

17      what he's going to do is give us an update on our 

18      Ceasefire enforcement related to Homicide.

19                LT. McGINNIS:  Good evening.  For those 

20      of you that are not aware, Ceasefire is a 

21      community-led program, it's a crime prevention 

22      strategy that began in Detroit in 2013 and it 

23      started in the 9th and 5th Precincts, otherwise 

24      known as the Eastern District.

25                And it's a different model for fighting 
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1      crime than what the police department and police 

2      officers are used to.  It encompasses using 

3      community resources collaboratively to combat the 

4      crime by targeting high offenders or groups that 

5      are driving up the crime. 

6                The numbers in the 9th and 5th 

7      Precincts show that it seems to be working, so it 

8      is now expanded as of just over a year ago to the 

9      west side to include the 6th, 8th and 12th 

10      Precincts. 

11                So the slide there that is up shows the 

12      homicides from 2012 where we were at near the 400 

13      and all the way through to 2016 where the numbers 

14      dropped to 302.  What this shows is the number of 

15      homicides in the 9th and 5th Precincts 

16      specifically in that time frame and you can see 

17      that in those two precincts in 2012 we had 88 

18      homicides.  By 2016 we were down to 61 and 

19      Ceasefire started in those precincts in 2013, so 

20      it's hard not to think that the Ceasefire program 

21      did not have an influence in driving those 

22      numbers down. 

23                The next slide, this shows our homicide 

24      closure rate for the 9th and 5th Precincts which 

25      for that same time period while the homicides 
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1      were going down, our homicide closure rate was 

2      going up from just in 2012 closing only 18 cases 

3      to closing 35 or nearly 70 percent of the cases 

4      in 2016. 

5                So, again, that supports that the 

6      Ceasefire program is working.  So this slide 

7      shows the numbers from 9 and 5 in comparison to 

8      the numbers from the 6th and 8th Precincts.

9                9 and 5 are in blue, and 6 and 8 are in 

10      orange and the reason why I wanted to show this 

11      slide is because you can see it going down in 9 

12      and 5 where in 6 and 8 it went a little bit, but 

13      then it went back up, and so that's where we hope 

14      the Ceasefire program will have the same effect 

15      in the 6th and 8th Precincts. 

16                I can speak a little bit to the program 

17      itself.  It's new to me.  As a police officer or 

18      former street police officer I have bought into 

19      the idea, I think it works.  I think the numbers 

20      show that it works.  It involved Michigan 

21      Department of Corrections.  We have community 

22      outreach partners that are able to speak to these 

23      groups or gangs that are driving up the crime and 

24      send the message and have them receive the 

25      message better than me, a police officer in 
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1      uniform who they may not listen to. 

2                The Wayne County Prosecutor's Office is 

3      involved as well as the Assistant U.S. Attorney's 

4      Office, all of the federal partners and the 

5      Michigan State University does quite a bit with 

6      analytics.  So I imagine at some point this Board 

7      will probably have a presentation if it hasn't 

8      already from our Gang Intelligence Unit which is 

9      the unit that is driving the Ceasefire program. 

10                However, I just wanted to introduce the 

11      numbers to you as relates to Homicide and how we 

12      think it is working.  Thank you.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  

14      Commissioners, questions or comments?

15                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Very quickly, 

16      Mr. Chair, these are good statistics.  We know 

17      the sort of abysmal closure rate that took place 

18      in the past.  I've seen it down through the 

19      years, so to see that you're making progress 

20      toward better metrics is a good thing.

21                ASST. CHIEF JOHNSON:  Through the 

22      Chair, I just want to commend the Homicide 

23      Section.  A lot of people don't really realize, 

24      piggybacking on what Commissioner Vann just spoke 

25      on that the actual implication that it has that 
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1      we're nearing 70 percent closure rate.  I mean, 

2      that's the highest -- we're above the national 

3      average right now.  It is very significant and I 

4      just wanted to make sure that significance is 

5      stressed going forward, so good job.

6                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: I do have a 

7      comment.  These charts are extremely helpful to 

8      see the progress and I think it's extremely 

9      helpful to show to the community as well, not 

10      just to the Board, so I think you for the 

11      Powerpoint. 

12                It shows that we're moving in the right 

13      direction and I thank you for your work, 

14      appreciate it. 

15                LT. McGINNIS:  Thank you.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Once again, on 

17      behalf of the Board make sure you provide a copy 

18      of your Powerpoint, please, we would appreciate 

19      that and thank you for your work and continue 

20      work.  I just wish that you were not so busy due 

21      to the nature of homicide, responding to the 

22      crisis scene of a shooting, it might be fatal.  I 

23      always convey to people, they wonder why we don't 

24      have enough police to respond in 9-1-1. 

25                A homicide scene requires manpower to 
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1      be there for the Homicide team to come out, so 

2      you talking about tieing up a minimum of three to 

3      four cars, that might be still true? 

4                LT. McGINNIS:  That's true.  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So that's why when 

6      you look at the manpower, they're not available 

7      because they're tied up on a homicide potential 

8      scene or any fatal shooting that, so I just want 

9      to commend you for the outstanding work and your 

10      national average, but it's still no relief to the 

11      moms and dads on TV asking for closure, but one 

12      message that we can convey to the public is that 

13      we need gun safety. 

14                We need more people to be conscious 

15      about their firearms.  I understand you have a 

16      right to bear arms, you carry arms in your 

17      household, but there's too many kids, too many 

18      shooting of police officers, too many shootings 

19      period of people with guns they do not have the 

20      ability to use them safely, so make sure you 

21      store them and you properly have safekeeping. 

22                I understanding the nature, when you 

23      pull that trigger, you can't put it back and so 

24      that's -- I just want to remind the public keep 

25      that in mind as we live in a gun society, so 
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1      thank you, thank you once again. 

2                LT. McGINNIS:  Thank you, sir.

3                (APPLAUSE)

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And finally our 

5      host precinct, the 8th Precinct.  Thank you for 

6      being patient.

7                CAPT. WERBOYCE:  For the record, Capt. 

8      Kirt Werboyce,  8th Precinct here representing 

9      No. 8 for Comm. Jacqueline Pritchett.  Good 

10      evening to the Board, AC Williams.  Thank you for 

11      coming over to the west side and specifically to 

12      the 8th Precinct, I'm glad to have you here. 

13                Going to report out on some of the 

14      things going on in No. 8 over the past year.  

15      Start off with description of our boundaries.  We 

16      have the northern border is Eight Mile from Five 

17      Points Road to Greenfield.  Eastern border is 

18      going to be the Greenfield corridor, Eight Mile 

19      down to Schoolcraft.  We have our western border 

20      is Five Points to Puritan, Telegraph to Fenkell, 

21      and then our southern border is Puritan to Five 

22      Points -- excuse me, Five Points to Telegraph, 

23      Fenkell from Telegraph to Evergreen and 

24      Schoolcraft from Evergreen to Greenfield. 

25                The population of the 8th Precinct is 
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1      approximately 86,000 people.  We have three 

2      public high schools, one of them being 

3      Communication and Media Arts, Henry Ford and the 

4      Old Redford Academy.  We also have three middle 

5      schools and sic elementary schools within our 

6      boundaries. 

7                Some of our community assets within the 

8      precinct are 200 churches, 400 businesses 

9      including approximately 62 gas stations and six 

10      senior citizen homes.  As most of you know and it 

11      was mentioned earlier that we're going to be 

12      opening up a new home here at 2155 West McNichols 

13      sometime in June.  I think the kickoff date is 

14      tentatively scheduled for the 26th.  There will 

15      be more information coming out on that through 

16      downtown and headquarters, but I was over there 

17      recently and progress is very good. 

18                Walls are up, electricity and HVAC have 

19      already been routed, so we're very excited about 

20      that and look forward to having everybody over 

21      there for our grand opening. 

22                Some of the initiatives that we're 

23      taking that have been primarily administered by 

24      our neighborhood police officers who are a huge 

25      asset for our precinct.  I'm going to review 
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1      those right now. 

2                Starting with some of our youth 

3      programs and, commissioner, you mentioned gun 

4      safety.  It's a primary focus for us.  We're 

5      tired of seeing children and youth even 

6      accidentally shooting themselves by playing with 

7      guns, so we have something called Eddie the Eagle 

8      Gun Safety Program, and our officers are 

9      presenting the students from pre-K through the 

10      third grade how to help identify and dangers and 

11      hazards of firearms. 

12                We also have a program called Cops Read 

13      to Kids and that's just as it sounds.  We have 

14      officers that are going to pre-K elementary 

15      schools and churches reading to students age 3 to 

16      8. 

17                We have a yearly coat drive that we put 

18      on, we've been doing it at the 6th and 8th 

19      Precinct and we'll continue that at the 8th 

20      Precinct going forward.  We accept and distribute 

21      over 1,500 gently used or new coats for -- and 

22      cold weather accessories for our school-age youth 

23      and their family members in need.  We also have a 

24      health fair that's a back-to-school event which 

25      provides students with the school supplies, 
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1      haircuts and a mobile dentist all free of charge 

2      .

3                One of the other things for the youth 

4      is a Career Day.  It's an event which we provide 

5      for those that are not going to college.  It 

6      gives them an opportunity to try to find a career 

7      path out of high school and brings employers -- 

8      an opportunity to meet with employers that are 

9      looking for people with their skillset. 

10                And finally for our youth program we 

11      have an anti-bullying initiative where our NPOs 

12      visit schools and churches in the area to mentor 

13      and educate the children of all ages on different 

14      types of bullying and the steps that can be taken 

15      to lessen the problem. 

16                Besides dealing with the youth we also 

17      try to administer to our seniors in the precinct.  

18      We have a senior awareness crime prevention 

19      program which tries to inform seniors about 

20      staying safe and alert.  This program includes 

21      seminars on con men and scams aimed at the 

22      elderly. 

23                The City of Detroit Senior Services 

24      also participates in this by providing 

25      information n various programs, assistance and 
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1      medical services. 

2                We have a very strong community 

3      organization and community within the 8th 

4      Precinct.  Right now we have 55 active and 

5      organized community-based organizations and block 

6      clubs and four active CB patrols that our 

7      neighborhood police officers interact with 

8      regularly to address issues such as abandoned 

9      vehicles, illegal dumping, blight and crime 

10      complaints. 

11                We also have a quarterly community 

12      advisory board meeting that we have at the 

13      precinct offering an opportunity to have a 

14      face-to-face dialog with community members on how 

15      to improve relationships between law enforcement 

16      and the citizens. 

17                It's a great opportunity to sit down 

18      and it's not a time to complain and talk about 

19      your neighbors not bringing in the garbage, it's 

20      a time to try to come to a solution on how we can 

21      all interact better together and provide better 

22      service. 

23                One of the other things we're doing is 

24      we have a Blight Committee the fourth Thursday of 

25      each month we hold a Blight Committee meeting at 
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1      the Motor City Job House located at 17336 Lahser  

2      with community stakeholders to address blight 

3      issues within our boundaries. 

4                We have Coffee with a Cop, bi-monthly 

5      meeting which residents come to the precinct and 

6      ask questions, can get to meet the executives, 

7      the NPOs directly and officers that are coming in 

8      and out of the station to do reports and it's a 

9      nice way to get to know the people that we're 

10      policing and servicing and then get them to know 

11      us, kind of a low key relaxed atmosphere.

12                And finally our NPOs, they do  Movie in 

13      the Park, it's been going on for a few years now.  

14      It's very well-liked activity.  It's an 

15      opportunity for children of all ages and come out 

16      and enjoy a great movie and meet their neighbors.

17                Some of the crime control strategies 

18      that we're doing is we have our NPOs and Platoon 

19      4 doing wraparounds, so when there's a Part 1 

20      crime that committed within our precinct we send 

21      out the NPOs to go talk to the citizens, the 

22      business owners and make sure that their 

23      questions are answered and anything they can do 

24      to provide a security assessment and things of 

25      that nature, also our Special Operations Platoon 
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1      4 officers are out there doing zero tolerance in 

2      that area trying to gather information and help 

3      solve some of those crimes and also with patrol 

4      doing proactive patrol and keeping some of those 

5      crimes down. 

6                And as was mentioned earlier in the 

7      previous presentation we're active in Ceasefire.  

8      The 8th Precinct has been a Ceasefire member 

9      since about March of last year.  It took us a 

10      little while to get ramped up, but as the numbers 

11      show our homicides are down, our non-fatal 

12      shootings are down and this program, if I can add 

13      a little bit more detail from my experience with 

14      it, is a tri-level program where we have law 

15      enforcement, a moral voice and an offer to help.  

16      These entities include such things as faith 

17      leaders, community organizations, outreach 

18      workers, neighborhood associations and human 

19      service providers.  And these are focused towards 

20      gang and group members that are out there and 

21      mostly there are younger people that are 

22      committing crimes earlier that don't have a large 

23      extensive criminal background at this point.  

24      It's to give them an opportunity to try to find a 

25      different path. 
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1                Like I said, we were initially given 

2      this about a year ago and it took a little while 

3      for us to get a buy-in because it's not something 

4      that law enforcement is normally used to doing.  

5      We're used to going out and making arrests.  This 

6      is actually going out and having conversations 

7      and offering a hand.  We do what we call -- where 

8      we go to people's homes and the commander and 

9      myself along with my Ceasefire team and community 

10      advocates will go, knock on doors and give the 

11      message about Ceasefire and say look, we know 

12      what you're doing, we know what you're up to, you 

13      better stop because we have a federal partners 

14      with us who's going to help us make sure this 

15      doesn't happen any more, stop the gun violence, 

16      but if you want to stop and here's an opportunity 

17      to find a different way to go, and we're going to 

18      try to get your license taken care of, get rid of 

19      some of your misdemeanors, take your tickets, 

20      help you with child care, things of that nature.

21                So it's only been going on on the west 

22      side like I said for about a year, but I think if 

23      you look at all the numbers for both the 6, 8 and 

24      12 it shows that it's being very successful at 

25      this point.
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1                We also have Eyes and Ears of our 

2      community partnership.  We work very closely with 

3      our citizen groups to target and resolve crime 

4      patterns, quality of life stuff even burglaries 

5      all the way up to homicides. 

6                We want the neighborhoods to let us 

7      know what's going on so we can help patrol that 

8      area better. 

9                Medical marijuana was discussed fairly 

10      thoroughly tonight.  We have had -- we have our 

11      share of medical marijuana dispensaries in No. 8.  

12      I did a little bit of a recap myself on their 

13      website and I came up with approximately at the 

14      start of the whole thing we had about 50 in 8th 

15      Precinct alone.  With the help of BSEED and my 

16      NPOs and Special Operations going out and doing 

17      inspections I think we have it down to about 25 

18      so it's progressing. 

19                They're still out there and you all see 

20      them in the neighborhoods and on the major 

21      thoroughfares, but we're doing what we can not 

22      just with what Mr. Hollowell was saying with the 

23      legal side of it going to court, but we're also 

24      monitoring and making sure that they're not 

25      having other illegal activity going on there like 
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1      gunplay, the purchase and sale of illegal 

2      narcotics, so we still have much activity going 

3      on enforcing those things as well. 

4                And finally on our enforcement stuff, 

5      we have Green Light and Green Light is a huge 

6      initiative throughout the city.  We lead the city 

7      with 26 Green Light locations, so it's been a 

8      huge buy-in by our businesses and I give a lot of 

9      credit to the people in the community because 

10      they're going to these businesses, these gas 

11      stations, these restaurants and talking to the 

12      owners and telling them look, if you get a Green 

13      Light we will come and spend our money here.  I 

14      believe that people feel safer with Green Light, 

15      it's offering a place for people to feel a little 

16      bit more secure and say look, if something does 

17      happen, we can't stop all crime, but now we have 

18      great video and we have it live with the 

19      department and we can at least follow up and make 

20      sure that we're getting the people that commit 

21      these crimes and prosecuting them.

22                So it's been very popular in the 8th 

23      Precinct.  I think we'll probably have over 30 

24      Green Light locations before the end of June, so 

25      before July 1, and it's something that we'll 
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1      stressing at every community meeting we go to.

2                Just some of the significant 

3      statistical information for the last year, the 

4      8th Precinct we had 685 arrests, we seized 265 

5      weapons in 2016 and we've already seized 132 so 

6      far this year, so the officers of the 8th 

7      Precinct are very active, besides just answering 

8      police runs which we had 12,761 last year, 2,563 

9      of them being Priority 1 runs, so that's some of 

10      the statistics that were talked about earlier. 

11                Yeah, we get calls non-stop all day at 

12      No. 8.  There's a lot of people that still live 

13      here and are active here and want police service, 

14      so we are doing our best. 

15                I looked it up and we are about at just 

16      under a 10 minute response time for calls for 

17      service, that's travel time, so that's when we 

18      get the call from Dispatch, takes a little under 

19      10 minutes.  I do believe that will improve 

20      greatly once we move into our new building.  A 

21      lot of times we're coming from roll call down in 

22      the 6th Precinct up on Plymouth Avenue. 

23                Being on West McNichols now, the center 

24      of the precinct, and we'll be able to respond I 

25      think in a much quicker way, especially at those 
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1      roll call changes.

2                That's about it unless there's any 

3      questions.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, any 

5      questions or comments? 

6                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes, I have one.  

7      Or your Career Day would it be possible to have 

8      Lt. Gardner who is head of Recruiting to come and 

9      speak on Career Day because we are pushing police 

10      officers, it's not just a job, it is a career.  

11      There are a lot of things you can go into, so if 

12      that is possible I would relay that to her.

13                CAPT. WERBOYCE:  No, I think that would 

14      be great. 

15                COMMISSIONER BROOKE:  And if there's 

16      anything else that you have that we could 

17      recruit, we would have to come to this 

18      neighborhood and the last thing I want to say is 

19      that your report was great, you're doing a lot of 

20      wonderful things in this community, you're doing 

21      a lot of wonderful things within the precinct and 

22      I look forward to coming to your new precinct.  

23      Thank you.

24                CAPT. WERBOYCE:  Look forward to having 

25      you.  Thank you.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, any 

2      other comments? 

3                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  If I could 

4      just add another note, that I was going to ask 

5      the exact same question.  I'm on the committee 

6      with Commissioner Brooks on recruiting for police 

7      officers.  What day is your Career Day, what date 

8      is it?

9                CAPT. WERBOYCE: I will have to get that 

10      information to you.  Me NPO sergeant will have 

11      that information.

12                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:   Wonderful  

13      and at the end of today's presentation -- okay, 

14      so they're already involved.  That's great.  And 

15      what I was going to suggest too is that we need 

16      to do that for every precinct who has a career  

17      day, so maybe we can get a calendar from every 

18      one of them. 

19                Maybe they're not all doing that.  They 

20      should because it is helpful. 

21                The other question I had was -- well, 

22      not question but a comment about the Green Light.  

23      I think you make a very good point when you say 

24      that you're talking to the businesses and telling 

25      them or community people are talking to the 
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1      businesses and saying we will frequent your 

2      facility or your business if you have a Green 

3      Light.  In fact, at our last commission meeting 

4      we had some community people who actually have a 

5      plan, they actually have like a posterboard with 

6      pictures of those businesses that have the Green 

7      Light and they're going to the businesses and 

8      trying to recruit them, so I'm so glad to hear 

9      that the community here is doing the same, trying 

10      to recruit the businesses.

11                CAPT. WERBOYCE:  It's very active in 

12      No. 8 with that.  Every community meeting we go 

13      to they talk about the next business they want to 

14      stop in and talk to those owners and we're 

15      participating with them hand in hand. 

16                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you so 

17      much and very good report, thank you.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for 

19      outstanding -- I like your youth initiative and 

20      your marijuana clinic enforcement and the Green 

21      Light program, so you're not just doing -- you're 

22      doing a little bit of everything, and keep up the 

23      good work.  It's always good to visit the 8th 

24      Precinct and know about all -- I don't travel 

25      here that often, so I'm pleased with what's 
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1      happening over here.  Maybe I need to come back a 

2      little bit more.

3                CAPT. WERBOYCE:  Next month we'd love 

4      to have you.

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  

6      Commissioner Burton:

7                COMMISSIONER BURTON: I have a question 

8      for members of the audience.  I mean today is May 

9      11, this marks the anniversary death of Mariah 

10      Davis, he 5-year-old girl who accidentally shoot 

11      and killed herself last year by removing a gun 

12      under her grandparents' pillow. 

13                You know, so basically, you know, we've 

14      been asking families who have children in the 

15      household to be responsible and secure their 

16      weapons, specially when children are in the 

17      household.  No child should have access to a gun. 

18                So last year, you know, we did this 

19      initiative as far as pushing out a gun trigger 

20      locks and I want to know if anybody in this room 

21      today who has a gun who likes his gun or whatever 

22      that needs a gun safety lock because no child 

23      should have access to a gun.  Anybody in the 

24      audience -- because I have a gun safety lock for 

25      you or should I say we have a gun safety lock for 
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1      you.

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, can we sort 

3      of pause on that note.  See Commissioner Burton 

4      in reference to after the meeting and we can 

5      respond because we want to try and close this 

6      agenda, it's been somewhat lengthy, so thank you 

7      for that comments on that, Captain, thank you 

8      again. 

9                (APPLAUSE)

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, any 

11      standing or ad hoc committee reports?   If not, 

12      Mr. Hicks. 

13                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

14      Just want to indicates to you there are three 

15      items listed under the Secretary's report, two 

16      that I would like to call to your attention. 

17                One is there is a notice for leadership 

18      election and this is the second Thursday in June.  

19      It's the -- information is included in your 

20      packet, but this is the public notice of those 

21      elections. 

22                Secondly, that the Board of Police 

23      Commissioners under Ms. Blossom putting out the 

24      weekly e-news and these are summaries of some of 

25      the activities which you all provide or are 
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1      involved in, but it's written a little 

2      differently from the policy newsletter which we 

3      have because it is written in a fashion so that 

4      it's consumed by a much greater number of people 

5      inside the community and you do have a copy of 

6      that in your packet.

7                That is e-blasted throughout the City's 

8      resources and other resources too, literally 

9      thousands of people in the city of Detroit. 

10                With that, Mr. Chair, there was one 

11      other communication, but you have it listed on 

12      the agenda and that concludes my report for this 

13      evening.

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.  

15      Any old business?  Any new business?  

16      Announcement, our next meeting would be next 

17      week, May 18, Thursday at 3 PM at Public Safety 

18      Headquarters on Third and Michigan and our next 

19      community meeting would be on June 8, 2017 at 

20      6:30 PM on the 4th Precinct location forthcoming.

21                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I thought our 

22      meeting was going to be at 2:30.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Correction, 

24      Commissioner Sanders.  The meeting is going to be 

25      at 2:30 PM.  Thank you, sir, for that correction,  
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1      2:30 PM. 

2                I mentioned about June 8 is our 

3      community meeting and that will be in the 4th 

4      Precinct.  I just want to make the commissioners 

5      aware we're going to be at the academy next 

6      Wednesday at 10 AM to speak to the new recruits 

7      in the academy so you are invited to come out 

8      next Wednesday. 

9                Oral communication from the audience.  

10      You have two minutes.  Please give your name and 

11      be respectful speaking and I'm going to have Ms. 

12      Blossom to call the individuals up at this time.

13                MS. BLOSSOM:  First we have Peggy 

14      Dunkirk.

15                MS. GEORGE:   Hi, I didn't have a card.  

16      Hi, Commissioner Bell and to the Panel.  Michele 

17      George.  I wanted to make a comment about the 

18      medical marijuana.  I have this pamphlet here, 

19      "Second Hand Marijuana What Users and Non-Users 

20      Do Not Know"  so what I'm going to talk about is 

21      not so much a basis of the benefits of medical 

22      marijuana because I'm an HIV nurse, I know what 

23      the benefits happens to HIV, but they're not 

24      telling you even though the marijuana 

25      dispensaries may close at a certain time, but the 
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1      aroma the stench, is very bad.  That's why I 

2      couldn't come in here because this is a mask that 

3      I have to wear.  When someone uses marijuana  

4      nearby, it can affect those of us who do not 

5      smoke it.  That is what's happening in the 

6      community. 

7                Every day I have to drive down the 

8      street Livernois with that cush smell.  Also if 

9      you can read, Sterling Heights had a crackdown on 

10      illegal grow operations.  How did they find that 

11      out?  The people on the block had headaches. 

12                That's one of the things that it could 

13      cause.  Also even though the voters came out, 

14      they came out to vote for weed, but they don't 

15      come out to vote for anything else. 

16                In Denver, Colorado there has been an 

17      increase in babies being born with PHC in their 

18      system.  

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm sorry, ma'am.  

20      I'm going to have to cut you off.  Do you have a 

21      question for the Board of Police Commissioners?

22                The commentary, you have to cut that 

23      off.

24                MS. GEORGE:  Oh, I thought it was 

25      comments.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  You have to cut 

2      that off, please.

3                MS. GEORGE:  Okay.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  If you have a 

5      question --

6                MS. GEORGE:  The question for the Board 

7      is would you all look into not -- getting those 

8      dispensaries out of our city because it's a 

9      health risk for us.  Nine out of 10 dispensaries 

10      are laced with mold and pesticide.

11                And also the question is, do you know 

12      about the legislation with Jeff Sessions.  If he 

13      have his way, we going to see people of color 

14      going back n jail if he hits the states.  The 

15      only difference is Congress did not approve it.  

16      That's my question, I want them out of our city.

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  It's 

18      very complex as you heard with them dealing with 

19      this because there's a whole lot of legal issues 

20      involved, so we have to accept what it is.  We 

21      are concerned.

22                MS. BLOSSOM:  Peggy Dankirk?

23                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the 

24      Chair, I'd just like to say anybody that need a 

25      gun safety lock I have some with me, please see 
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1      me afterwards.  You know, today is the 

2      anniversary death of Mariah Davis, so I don't 

3      want to see no child having access to a gun. 

4                We can be responsible by using one of 

5      these gun safety locks.  Thank you.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

7      Commissioner Burton.  Now, let's continue with 

8      the audience participation.

9                MS. DANKIRK:  I would like to thank 

10      Commissioner Vann for his concern about getting 

11      medical marijuana shops closed.  The problem with 

12      that I see is when they're closed, how do we keep 

13      them closed and, you know, they might pop up a 

14      block or so over and the little fines that they 

15      get are kind of pocket change in this business 

16      unless we go with some really heavy bonds or 

17      something or put them in jail for a stint that 

18      makes it a serious thing.

19                As much as the counselor can go to 

20      court and win judgments, it's like it's still -- 

21      we're just seems like kind of spinning our 

22      wheels.  That's -- I'm glad you're asking the 

23      questions.  

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am, 

25      and Commissioner Vann was right on point.  We all 
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1      are concerned, we all -- it's complicated, so Ms. 

2      Blossom?

3                MS. BLOSSOM:  Patricia Carter.

4                MS. CARTER:  Good evening.  District 7, 

5      10th Precinct Oakman Boulevard Community 

6      Association. 

7                I'd like to congratulate you, Deputy 

8      Chief, and also make comments about my Commander 

9      and my Captain, Capt. Kay, Commander Kay and 

10      Capt. Snodgy.  We really appreciate them. 

11                I've been going to the hearings at the 

12      Zoning Board.  What they've been doing is 

13      postponing the hearings so that they can stay 

14      open.  The Zoning Board finally got onto them and 

15      have been demanding that they close up the 

16      medical marijuana places which is a good thing, 

17      and we have had at least six closed on Livernois.  

18      The funniest one was kitty-corner from the 10th 

19      Precinct next to a party store and right in front 

20      of a nightclub.

21                Well, they finally got them closed up 

22      because they come in and paint the buildings 

23      green.  City Planning needs to do something about 

24      that, but there has been crime in our 

25      neighborhood also.  A man was murdered on 
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1      Thanksgiving night at Chalfonte and Livernois 

2      trying to break in. 

3                The gentleman was held up at gunpoint 

4      for his medical marijuana card so crime comes 

5      with it, but what I really want to ask the Board 

6      is how -- the police don't have any equipment to 

7      test them when they're high off of drugs. 

8                You can test drunk drivers.  The 

9      statistics show at the end of the year last year 

10      there was more accidents and things happening 

11      crime with people high off of drugs than it is 

12      with alcohol.  So it should be your job to work 

13      towards something to give our police officers to 

14      identify these people that are committing crimes 

15      and different things that are happening. 

16                Thank you for your time.  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am. 

18      Ms. Blossom?

19                MS. BLOSSOM:   Mitsey Ruddick and after 

20      Ms. Ruddick, William M. Davis.

21                MR. DAVIS:  Good evening, my name is 

22      William M. Davis, 2nd Precinct District 7 also 

23      secondary I'm also running for the vacant seat -- 

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sir, no comments 

25      about any politics or election, please.
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1                MR. DAVIS:  Okay, I'm getting to 

2      something else.  I was going to ask about the 

3      identification of people that's on marijuana, but 

4      I'm going to ask my secondary question because 

5      I'm the president of a couple other groups and 

6      organizations throughout the city. 

7                I know there's a number of people, 

8      especially mature people, that's been indicating 

9      that there's an ongoing problem throughout the 

10      city of people speeding down the residential 

11      streets, and it appears to many that that appears 

12      to be a very low priority for a lot of police 

13      officers and I was wondering is there anything 

14      that could be done about the number of speeding 

15      going down a lot of residential streets that has 

16      increased.

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sir, I would like 

18      to say this.  Contact your -- what precinct?

19                MR. DAVIS:  This is not just in the 2nd 

20      Precinct.  

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's just 

22      city-wide.  They have it in my neighborhood, our 

23      Commander and our Captain is working on it.  We 

24      have three traffic cars and this is something 

25      that is really a problem and we're trying to 
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1      address that to the best of our ability, but also 

2      some of our best people are our neighbors that's 

3      speeding, so as we face that -- go ahead, you 

4      want to respond. 

5                Yes, they'll talk to you in the back 

6      about any issue of that nature.   We are trying 

7      to deal with that situation as we all 

8      neighborhoods face that in terms -- I hear it all 

9      the time about speeding.

10                MR. DAVIS:  It's not just the 2nd 

11      Precinct because I represent people all around 

12      the city.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  City-wide, sir.  We 

14      represent city-wide.  We are concerned, we are 

15      conscientious about it, we're trying to do the 

16      best we can, but I would hope that we encourage 

17      your neighbors to slow down, my neighbors to slow 

18      down.

19                MR. DAVIS:  I do, I have.  

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.

21                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the 

22      Chair, through the Chair, I just want to -- I 

23      just want the audience to acknowledge William 

24      Davis here.  He's the president of the Detroit 

25      Chapter for the Detroit National Action Network 
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1      which is Rev. Sharpton's group and they do a lot 

2      of demonstrations throughout the city and also do 

3      a lot of things nationally. 

4                Very good group, very good person right 

5      here before us.  He supports our Detroit Police 

6      Department, he's also Detroit -- support other 

7      elected officials throughout the city. 

8                William Davis, I mean they doing some 

9      great things over in NAN, National Action Network 

10      over with Rev. Al Sharpton's group,state director 

11      Rev. Charles Williams.  Great guy by the way, 

12      Williams Davis. 

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been duly 

14      noted.

15                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  A true fighter 

16      for the people.  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.  

18      Ms. Blossom, would you continue on, please?

19                ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS: Through the 

20      Chair, if I may I just want to address one of the 

21      comments that Mr. Davis said, that Detroit police 

22      are not taking traffic serously.  Traffic is a 

23      very serious thing to us and we take it 

24      seriously. 

25                Those complaints like the commissioner 
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1      said, you make those complaints to your precinct 

2      city-wide they have traffic officers and they'll 

3      get on it.  I just wanted to make sure I said 

4      that.  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Ms. 

6      Blossom? 

7                MS. BLOSSOM: Scotty Bowman.

8                MR. BOWMAN:  Yeah, I was going to 

9      address a couple of the comments that I third 

10      earlier in the discussion when Mr. Hollowell was 

11      doing his presentation regarding the medical 

12      marijuana laws and some of the comments from the 

13      commissioners. 

14                I'm one of the people that circulated 

15      petitions to put it on the ballet.  I'm part of 

16      the majority that voted in favor of that law.  

17      The reason, first of all, that it isn't 

18      distributed in hospitals or at a pharmacy which 

19      would make sense is because the federal 

20      government is not allowing that.  They're putting 

21      it on Schedule 1. 

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sir, do you have a 

23      question for this Board?  We don't need editorial 

24      statements.  We are familiar with the issue, we 

25      know -- do you have a question for this Board?
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1                MR. BOWMAN:  Yes, I do, I was prefacing 

2      it.

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Could you pose that 

4      question, sir.

5                MR. BOWMAN:  I was prefacing it. 

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

7                MR. BOWMAN:  Okay, and the other matter 

8      is so I guess my question is -- I'll make it a 

9      question.  Why is it given that pharmaceuticals 

10      like oxycodone kill far more people than medical 

11      marijuana -- in fact which I think might be zero 

12      on fatalities and why is -- and there's this 

13      thing comparing it to liquor stores and other 

14      places and getting licenses. 

15                Well, we're not restricting the number 

16      of liquor stores to 50 places, so I guess my 

17      question is why this drive to restrict something 

18      more heavily than things that are less harmful, 

19      why should it be harder for a patient who uses 

20      medical marijuana to get their substance than a 

21      person who uses oxycodone which is far worse, 

22      basically pharmaceutical heroin to get their 

23      substances.  

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.  

25      Ms. Blossom?
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1                MS. BLOSSOM:  Mr. Chairman, we're done 

2      with the comments, with the cards. 

3                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the 

4      Chair, through the Chair, I want the audience to 

5      recognize Scotty Bowman, another great guy you 

6      all in the community.  He's a college professor 

7      teaching a lot of our students and he's a 

8      community activist. 

9                You're going to hear a lot of great 

10      things from Scotty Bowman in the near future, 

11      along with community activists from NAN William 

12      Davis. 

13                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Mr. Chair, I'd 

14      like to move for adjournment. 

15                COMMISSIONER SANDERS: I'll second that. 

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  If there's no other 

17      business the Chair will entertain a motion for 

18      adjournment. 

19                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  I just did.

20                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I seconded it.

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those in favor, 

22      aye?

23                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those against?   

25      Motion passes.  Have a happy Mother's Day.
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1                          (Proceedings concluded at 

2      8:46 p.m.)
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