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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 June 8, 2017

3 At or about 6:40 p.m.

4

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good afternoon.  We'll try it

6     again.  Good afternoon good people.

7               ATTENDEES:  Good afternoon.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's good to see you.  And I

9     really say it's good to see you.  I'm a far eastsider, so I

10     needed to throw out a lifeline to get to this place with my

11     favorite staff person, Mr. Robert Brown; but he walked me

12     in.  I'm not accustomed to being lost.  I'm a military guy

13     and a DPD guy, you know.  But my wife says, you should

14     listen sometimes; I told you to turn left, turn right.  We

15     know how that goes.

16               It's good to see you this afternoon.  I am

17     Commissioner Willie Bell, District Four.  I am chairman of

18     the Board at this time.  And this will be my last community

19     meeting as chair of the Board of Police Commissioners, so I

20     want to relish this moment.  And it's good to see all your

21     smiling faces this afternoon.

22               I should say good evening, right?  Good evening?

23     I said good evening?  Okay, I'm accustomed to these 3:00

24     meetings.  We're going to get underway.  I'm going to ask

25     our very own Commissioner Bishop Edgar Vann for the
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1     invocation, please.

2               (INVOCATION GIVEN)

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner Vann.

4               We're going to move right into introduction.  And

5     before I do introduction -- this is District Six, right?

6               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Yes.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  -- I'm going to ask

8     Commissioner Lisa Carter to bring any welcome remarks that

9     she might want to share with you at this time.

10               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good evening everybody.

11               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

12               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Hope everybody had a

13     wonderful time coming from down or the eastside.  Getting

14     out here, it was terrible for me; so I can just imagine

15     what you're thinking, but welcome to the Sixth District.

16     Thank you all for coming out this evening.  And thank --

17     I'd like to thank Marathon for their hospitality today.

18               Some of you might know that my son who passed

19     away in December, he was an employee here at Marathon; so

20     Marathon means a lot to my family.  Marathon was very good

21     to me, to our family, during our time of loss.  So thank

22     you all for your hospitality, Marathon; and thank you all

23     community for coming out this evening.  Thank you.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you Commissioner

25     Carter.  Our very own District Six here.
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1               And I'm going to start with introduction.  The

2     commissioners are going to introduce themselves, starting

3     to my far right.

4               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Commissioner Derrick

5     Sanders, At-Large.

6               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Commissioner Elizabeth

7     Brooks, At-Large.  So I serve all the communities.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And to my left.

9               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Commissioner Eva Garza

10     Dewaelsche, and I'm a proud Southwest Detroit.  I was born

11     and raised, lived here over 50 years, and I love it.

12               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Commissioner Reginald

13     Crawford.  Commissioner of District Three.

14               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Commissioner Edgar Vann,

15     District Two, Northwest Detroit.

16               COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Commissioner Richard

17     Shelby, District One.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, commissioners.

19     And joining us now is Commissioner Conrad Mallett, Jr.

20     Good to see you this afternoon --

21               COMMISSIONER MALLET:  Good evening.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  -- I mean this evening, sir.

23               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Good evening everyone.  I

24     want to introduce my associate counsel, Loren Denise

25     Mallett.
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good.  Good.  And she's

2     sitting in the proper place to observe, and witness, and

3     see her dad at work.  That's a blessing.  Aman.

4               And we have excused absence from Commissioner

5     Willie Burton from District Five.  He will not be with us

6     this afternoon.

7               As we move on, I'm going to ask the Board to

8     approve the agenda for this evening's meeting.

9               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

10               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

12     supported.

13               Discussion?

14               Those in favor, aye.

15               THE BOARD:  Aye.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

17               The next item of business will be the approval of

18     the June 1, 2017 meeting.

19               COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved, Mr. Chair.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

21     seconded.

22               Discussion?

23               Those in favor, aye.

24               THE BOARD:  Aye.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion
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1     carried.

2               We're going to ask our Board secretary to my

3     right, Mr. Gregory Hicks, to introduce the Board staff

4     please.

5               MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

6               Before I introduce staff, let me indicate that

7     taping tonight's meeting is Sergeant Quinn; Media Services

8     providing the audio visual; and Donna Williams is our court

9     reporter.  And if we then turn our attention to the first

10     row, we have Ms. Blossom from the media area; Ms. Johnson,

11     who is our fiscal area; and, of course, next to me is

12     Robert Brown.  And then if we could go to Chief Drake, who

13     will introduce his people from her staff.

14               CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Good evening, Board.

15     Good evening, public.  Good to be here tonight.  With me

16     today -- again, I'm Pamela Davis Drake, Chief Investigator.

17     With us today -- and please stand as I call your name --

18     Supervising Investigator Haley Crowell.  It's been a long

19     day; I'm telling you.  And Senior Investigator Adela

20     Rivera.  Thank you.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

22               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair --

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

24               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  -- may I please add to

25     that?
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

2               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Adela Rivera is also a

3     resident of Southwest Detroit and a former police

4     commissioner.  Thank you.

5               (APPLAUSE)

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.  And

7     the next person we want to introduce is our Assistant Chief

8     Williams.  And he can properly introduce his full name and

9     his title.  He's sitting in for -- well he can't sit in for

10     the chief, but he's here representing Chief Craig.  There's

11     only one Chief James E. Craig.  So represent in your own

12     right.  You can speak and introduce any other staff after

13     you introduce yourself first.

14               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair;

15     Assistant Chief Arnold Williams today with officers from

16     Neighborhood Policing.

17               We're going to start with the staff.  And what

18     I'm going to do since there's so many, I'm just going to

19     start with Deputy chief Charles Fitzgerald; and then we'll

20     go across the room with everyone.

21               NEIGHBORHOOD POLICING:  Deputy Chief Charles

22     Fitzgerald.  Captain Serda.  Octavious Miles, Captain

23     Eleventh Precinct.  Captain Tucker, SDU; and little Captain

24     Tucker.  Captain Gary Saroka, Twelfth Precinct.  Captain

25     Donna Taurus, Civil Rights.  Whitney Walton, Commander,
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1     Fourth Precinct.  Russel Solano Captain, Fourth Precinct.

2     Commander Markowitz, Professional Standards.  Commander

3     Nick Kyriacou, Tenth Precinct.  Captain Derrick Galani

4     (Phonetic), Downtown Services.  Captain Conway Petty, Chief

5     Neighborhood Liaison.  Captain Pritchett, Commander, Eighth

6     Precinct.  Captain Tiffany Stewart, Ninth Precinct.

7     Captain Holly Hope, Seventh Precinct.

8               CHIEF OF POLICE:  And we have the neighborhood

9     police officers in the back.  Please introduce yourselves.

10               (WHEREUPON NEIGHBORHOOD POLICE OFFICERS

11                INTRODUCED THEMSELVES)

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you Assistant Chief

13     Williams, and thank all of the DPD family for their

14     attendance; especially our eastside precinct commanders.

15     And I know it's good to see you on the westside.  You know

16     who I'm speaking of.  Okay.

17               Any elected officials or representatives of

18     elected officials or precinct delegates attending this

19     meeting?

20               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Jessie Gonzales from --

21     unintelligible --

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.  Thank you for your

23     attendance.

24               Any others?

25               (No Response)
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We're going to move to -- I

2     have -- next item will be the chairman's report.

3               I just want to mention that -- first of all, I'd

4     like to thank our host, Michigan Refinery Division,

5     Marathon Petroleum Oil Company and Richard Robell, security

6     site manager, for hosting us tonight.  I understand that

7     Marathon Oil has been a cooperative part of the Fourth

8     Precinct.  I'd like Mr. Robell to welcome us and give his

9     remarks on behalf of Marathon Oil Company.  Will you come

10     forward.

11               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  He just ran out to dinner.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ran out to dinner?  Okay, any

13     other representative?  If not we're going to enjoy -- you

14     want to speak for him?

15               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  When we come up I'll say

16     something.

17               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, you can identify.

18               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Yeah.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's going to be a short

20     dinner?

21               UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Pardon me?

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, I got it.  I got it.  I

23     understand.  I understand.  I'm a little slow this

24     afternoon.

25               I would like to ask everyone tonight to still
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1     themselves for a moment of silence to show our support and

2     concern for two police officers, Detroit police officers,

3     who were recently shot.  The first officer is Wallace

4     Johnson of the Second Precinct.  He remains in critical

5     condition as you all know.  And he is in a coma beginning

6     the long road towards recovery.  The second officer is

7     Gregory Bentley of the Seventh Precinct who was shot off

8     duty; and he is still in the hospital.  So could we have a

9     moment of silence, please.  And just lift them up in your

10     prayers at this particular time.

11               (MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED)

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Commissioners, in

13     your package we released a press statement in connection

14     with the incident involving Officer Gregory Bentley.  A

15     copy of the press statement is in your packet.  I would

16     like, however, to emphasize the senseless act of crime and

17     violence in city, as we all know.  If we think of it, this

18     officer was off duty.  And to the criminal this officer

19     appeared to be a normal citizen.  In this case the officer

20     was well-trained and acted, using forces appropriate for

21     the circumstance.  As citizens, while we hold injured

22     officers high in respect and support we recognize that we

23     are praying for yet another victim of a senseless crime and

24     violence.  And there's too many instances that you turn on

25     your TV, almost daily there's something of that nature.  So
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1     we've just been praying for peace and tranquility,

2     especially as we reach out to these young men who engage in

3     this type of behavior, this type of conduct.  And we know

4     that the families of the perpetrators is grieving too

5     regardless of the circumstance.  So we submit our prayers

6     to all concerned parties.  But as we well know, we are

7     really concerned about these officers attempting to recover

8     and returning to full duty.  The main thing is just

9     continue to lift them up and their families as we have an

10     ongoing issues of police shootings.  As the chief stated,

11     there's been about eight or nine in the last couple of

12     months.  So that is quite serious.  Not the standard of

13     what's happening across this country.  So let's be

14     prayerful, and let's be thankful that they recover.

15               As per request of Commissioner Dewaelsche and the

16     recent enthusiasm of Commissioner Sanders, I have asked

17     staff to contact Paul Montgomery, 9-1-1 Dispatch Center,

18     Auto Pond Lot and Realtime Crime to arrange for visitation

19     of commissioners so we can witness in action some of the

20     great work of the department.  In some occasions specific

21     arrangements have been made.  If you're interested in doing

22     a visitation, please contact Mr. Robert Brown.

23               And I just bumped into Commissioner Derrick

24     Sanders.  He was on the ride-along with recently promoted

25     Lieutenant Stacey Travis Greer out of the Fifth Precinct.
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1     And I want you to know; AC Williams, he was well treated;

2     he was comfortable, and he enjoyed the experience.

3               They also attended the Fifth Precinct Police

4     Community Relations, and he was totally relaxed.  So I'm

5     glad that he's recovered from that other ride-along.  So

6     it's good to see that the commissioner is taking his

7     challenge; not once, but also the westside and also the

8     eastside.  So Commander Ewing brought out all the new

9     officers that have been assigned; the NPO -- the one NPO

10     that was filling in, and it was a good opportunity and

11     interaction.

12               I don't know if Commissioner Sanders wants to

13     elaborate.

14               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Well I definitely do.  I

15     definitely do.  I had a good experience at the Fifth

16     Precinct with also Officer May.  We went to a couple of

17     scenes, and I really seen how policemen work under

18     pressure.  And these guys was just excellent.  They was

19     what you called excellent police officers.  They handled

20     themselves very well; and the public they handled very

21     well.  And it was an eye-opener.  It was really an

22     eye-opener.  I learned so much; and I'm going to keep doing

23     these ride-alongs.  Before it's all done I'm going to hit

24     every precinct that we have on the Eleventh Precinct.  So

25     look out, I'm coming.
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner

2     Sanders, for sharing that experience.  I don't need to do a

3     ride-along.  Well maybe I need an update ride-along.  Maybe

4     I can take advantage of that.  We have that experience, but

5     I'm glad others -- I might have to go out.  I've been to

6     the precinct.  Not in terms of the most recent sitting in

7     the cattle cars, so --

8               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  It's a challenge.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, it is.  But the cars are

10     much better than when I was riding around in them.  And

11     more technology too.  But that's the challenge.  We thank

12     you for your commitment to that.

13               Commissioners, please mark your calendar for the

14     2017 Conference of the National Association of Civilian

15     Oversight of Law Enforcement (NACO).  The dates are

16     September 10th to September 14, 2017.  The conference will

17     take place in Spokane, Washington.  Please communicate with

18     staff as to your interest and availability for this

19     conference.  In fact, Mr. Brown, Robert Brown, sent out

20     information.  Take a look at it.  And you need to make

21     arrangements with him, and let us know if you are planning

22     to attend in a timely manner so we won't have any last

23     minute interaction trying to schedule you.  But the hotels

24     and all that normally books up quite quickly if you want to

25     be at the host hotel.
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1               And today is the second Thursday in June, which

2     according to our bylaws is the date that we select a new

3     chair and vice chair.  Staff notified The Commission on May

4     11th of this requirement and attached to our board packet a

5     copy of the bylaws on this point.  Today attached is your

6     Board package of another copy of the bylaws which govern

7     the nomination process.  And we are --

8               Before we move right into that, I want to ask

9     Commissioner Shelby to speak to our chief investigator's

10     resignation.  And we're going to ask Commissioner Shelby --

11     we received that about a week ago, and I consorted with our

12     chief investigator if we could have comments publicly at

13     this time.

14               COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  For the record; as the

15     Board members know, we received communications from our

16     chief investigator that she'll be leaving next month.  I

17     believe toward the end of the month.  I want to personally

18     thank her, and I know all the members want to personally

19     thank her.  She got us through the consent decree.  She got

20     us through the emergency manager.  And I hate to see her

21     go, and I wish her the best.  I'd like all the

22     commissioners to give her an applaud at this time.

23               (APPLAUSE)

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other commissioners want

25     to share?
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1               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Well I'd like to say that

2     I really do not want to accept her resignation, but we have

3     no choice.  She did such an excellent job.  When I came on

4     two years ago, she was slowly teaching me what it is to be

5     a police commissioner and care about what you're doing and

6     a police officer just as well as the job itself.  And I'm

7     really enjoyed talking to her and finding out things that

8     we should know and need to know.  I mean, she's a very

9     caring person, and I'm going to hate to see her go

10     personally, spiritually had I and every other way.  So

11     thank you very much for being there for us.  And I'm not

12     just talking about me; I'm talking about all of us, even

13     though it sounds like I'm talking about me.

14               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  If I may, Commissioner.

15     I also want to thank our chief for all that she's done,

16     especially to make the department, the division operate so

17     smoothly with very little disruption.  As some of you may

18     know, I was on the commission years ago, 1999; and I recall

19     that back then -- actually Bishop Vann was on the

20     commission with me as well -- that we had a lot of problems

21     with backlogs, and just hundreds and hundreds or maybe even

22     thousands I think.

23               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yes.

24               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  And we just don't have

25     that today.  I think your leadership has just been



Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Page 17

1     astounding.  It's going to be very difficult to fill your

2     position.  But I know that you have some goals in your life

3     that you want to achieve, and that's wonderful.  We wish

4     you all the best, and God bless you.  Thank you.

5               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

7               COMMISSIONER VANN:  I too want to join in the

8     chorus of commissioners who are wishing our chief

9     investigator a very happy life; and, of course, a great new

10     chapter of life for you as well.  I too can echo the

11     sentiments of Commissioner Dewaelsche.  I've been on this

12     commission before.  I have spent over ten years on this

13     commission collectively; and I can remember when the office

14     of the chief investigator was not run smoothly, was not

15     organized, a lot of ineptitude and a lot of problems where

16     it was overly politicized, and a whole lot of other things

17     that I don't even want to get into tonight.  But I am just

18     grateful for your service.  You have served impeccably.

19     You served with a smile.  And that smile, of course, lights

20     up the room.

21               I am particularly praying for you in this new

22     chapter of your life.  I know that you are pursuing a

23     theological degree, and I'm very excited about that.  And I

24     look forward to our paths crossing down the road.  And may

25     you live as long as you want, and may you not have to want
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1     as long as you live.

2               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, through the Chair.

3               Chief Drake I also want to thank you very much

4     for your service from the bottom of my heart, and also for

5     all your help in all our conversations.  And, you know, I

6     just wish you well in your future endeavors; and I know you

7     will be very successful.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Brooks.

9               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes.  I just want to thank

10     you for guiding me and helping me as a new commissioner.

11     When you -- when I was asked to read the citizen complaints

12     I thought, what are they?  You know, why are they writing

13     in complaints?  But you took me to lunch and you laid

14     everything out for me, and I understood everything.  I

15     don't want to see you leave.  I don't want to start crying,

16     but I'm very sentimental.  I don't want to see you leave,

17     but I really wish you the best of luck; and we're going to

18     keep in touch.  And again, thank you so much.  I am sorry

19     you all didn't have a building, but I'm happy that you came

20     to our building; because if you had not come I don't know

21     if I would have gotten to know you so well.  Thank you very

22     much.

23               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Through the Chair.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

25               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  I'd just like to -- don't
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1     make me cry.  I'm not going to cry.  Thank you for your

2     professionalism.  Thank you for always being there to

3     answer a question when I had a question, or when any of the

4     commissioners had a question.  Thank you for running a

5     tight ship.  Thank you for weathering the storm.  Thank you

6     for being you.  We're going to miss you.  And good luck.

7     Thank you.

8               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chair.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

10               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So the chief investigator

11     and I have an interesting relationship.  She delivers to me

12     -- is it complaints, Drake, that we look at where there has

13     been -- the officers have been involved in a complaint more

14     than one time.  And in each of those instances,

15     Mr. Chairman, you look at the thoroughness of the work that

16     is produced.

17               Drake, I can tell you that it is extraordinarily

18     professional product.  The work that you do on behalf of

19     the citizens of the City of Detroit really goes unheralded,

20     but by this Board of Police Commissioners does not go

21     unnoticed.  We are really -- you have really set a very

22     high standard, as all of my colleagues have indicated, of

23     professionalism.  And we're going to be looking forward to

24     the kind of work product from whoever comes next that you

25     have developed over the course of these years.
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1               You have done profound public service on behalf

2     of the people of the City of Detroit, and we just thank you

3     on behalf of the city for making sure --

4               Part of the reason, Mr. Chairman, that we don't

5     have some of the fuss and the mess that has is occurring in

6     other circumstances is because Drake has been able to make

7     sure that our citizens get heard.  Drake has been able to

8     make sure that our citizens are aware that there has been

9     professional follow up.  And whether or not there is

10     satisfactory resolution has got nothing to do with whether

11     or not a complaint was well investigated, recorded and

12     delivered to this body at some point for evaluation.

13               So, Pamela, I can just say thank you again, and

14     echo everything that my colleagues have said.

15               (APPLAUSE)

16               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.

17               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

18               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  On behalf of the staff of

19     the Detroit Police Department, I want to say thank you as

20     well.  I know the chief if he was here he would have some

21     things to say.  But I can say for me for the times that I

22     had interactions with your office everyone had a high level

23     of professionalism.  Anything that I asked they would

24     provide.  If it was something they could not provide they

25     very professionally told me they could not provide it to
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1     me.  And that level of care and concern that they showed me

2     has to come from a leader.  And it came from you, and I

3     want to say thank you.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And I just want to close it

5     out.  As you well know, in 2014 on my arrival I joined

6     Citizen Complaints.  In fact, I chaired that committee.

7     And thereafter I was chair, vice chair, and chair.  And I

8     worked closely with the chief investigator because I had a

9     great deal of concerns, because I was assigned as

10     administration with a lieutenant from OCI for about five

11     years.  I wanted to see all of the backlogs; all those

12     concerns you had.  I had witnessed that before I retired in

13     2003.  So on returning I wanted to see the quality of work;

14     I wanted to see -- and you raised the bar so high in terms

15     of chief investigator, and that reflects on your staff.

16     You know, even the former commissioner said -- she stepped

17     down to join that staff.  And I think that is was an

18     enhancement, and have given you the authority to really

19     mold and shape it.  And I know I reached out to you.  I

20     said, we need to visit the academy and have some

21     interaction; so you put together a power point that was so

22     impressive, and your remarks was so in depth I learned

23     something every time in terms of how OCI operates and some

24     of the concerns, the interworkings of it that I did not

25     have prior knowledge of.  And we became a tag team with the
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1     you being the focal point.  Because that's the reason why

2     we wanted to make sure that the young officers understand

3     the role of OCI and plus the Board of Police Commission.

4     But the focal point of OCI in terms of dealing with these

5     citizen complaints, that we are part of the system; we are

6     not anti-police; We are here to service the community, and

7     we're concerned about accountability and proper conduct, et

8     cetera.  So that's the bottom line.  So as the class

9     graduate -- two glass classes graduate next week.  We have

10     interacted with every class I think since that time frame.

11     So it's been really -- I don't know what I'm going to do in

12     terms of grooming somebody to fill that slot.  Because you

13     embraced it.  You was enthused about it and have a passion

14     for it.  And that's what I like to see; when people have a

15     joy in their work.  It was not a labor, it was a labor of

16     love.  So I just want to thank you.

17               I stated on getting that phone call, I wish you

18     the best.  I'm sad to see you go, you know, but I

19     understand there is another career path.  You want to serve

20     the Lord in a different capacity and move on.  So we wish

21     you blessing, blessing; and we're going to use you up until

22     you leave to make sure we transfer some of that.  So it's

23     been really great, and that's why the Board expressed their

24     concerns.  So thank you.  Thank you.  And we'll do a more

25     formal at a later date, next month.  Okay.



Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Page 23

1               Commissioners, we're going to move on to -- the

2     next item would be election of the chair and vice chair; so

3     the chairman of the board.  The floor is now open for

4     chair.  And the chair will accept nominations for the

5     chair.

6               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chairman, I'd like

7     to nominate Lisa Carter for chair.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Are there any other

9     nominations?  Any other nominations?  Any other

10     nominations?

11               (No response)

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Chair would entertain a

13     motion to close nomination for chair.

14               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

15               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

17     supported.

18               Discussion?

19               Those in favor, aye.

20               THE BOARD:  Aye.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

22     carried.

23               The next item of business will be nomination for

24     vice chair.  The floor is open now for vice chair.

25               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Mr. Chair, I would like to
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1     nominate Commissioner Eva Dewaelsche.

2               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Support.

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Are there any other

4     nomination?  Any other nomination?  Any other nomination?

5               (No response)

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  The chair would entertain a

7     motion to close nominations.

8               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

9               COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved.

10               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Support.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those in favor, aye.

12               THE BOARD:  Aye.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

14               Nomination is closed.  And by the two seats being

15     unopposed the chair would entertain a motion affirmation

16     that these people are duly elected at this time.

17               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

18               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Support.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

20     supported.

21               Discussion?

22               Those in favor, aye.

23               THE BOARD:  Aye.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those in opposition?

25               The motion carried.
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1               We commend and congratulate these two chair, vice

2     chair.  They will take office on July 1st.  And with this

3     timeliness of the process we will have a transfer of power.

4     Of duty and responsibility.  And I'm glad that this

5     election went rather smoothly.  Thank you commissioners.

6     Thank you that we had order, and we heard you over the

7     years.

8               So we move on to the next item of business would

9     be resolution for Attorney Tonya Phillips.  And who's going

10     to do this?  Is that District Six?

11               Oh, let me pause to recognize -- I think I

12     recognize him -- former commissioner from District Seven.

13     The one and only Commissioner Ricardo Moore.  Good to see

14     you, sir.  Good to see you.  And we're happy -- and I want

15     to make a comment about something pending, but I'm not

16     going to say it.  I'll talk to you privately.  Just a

17     prominent person in the media about, you know, whatever.

18     But it's good to see you.  Thank you for attending, coming

19     out tonight.  So it's a blessing.

20               I'd like to recognize Mr. Carter, Lisa Carter's

21     husband, in the audience tonight.  Thank you for attending.

22               MR. CARTER:  I'm tired of being called Lisa's

23     husband.  Once upon a time I was Tyrone.

24               CITIZEN:  And she tired of being called Tyrone's

25     wife.
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, as James Brown said, we

2     will be nothing.

3               Okay, it's good to see the commissioner, former

4     commissioner, moving on to great things; and all of you,

5     Mr. Carter, and all of that.

6               We're going to move right into hearing from AC --

7     Assistant Chief Williams at this particular time.  I'm

8     sorry.  Pause.  I got caught up in the drama.

9               Ms. Phillips.  At this time Ms. Phillips.  Is she

10     here?  Oh, there she is.  Okay, please come forward,

11     please.  And Commissioner Carter come around.  Thank you.

12               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All right, resolution

13     honoring Attorney Tonya Phillips.  Is this on?  It's not

14     on.  Thank you.

15               WHEREAS Attorney Tonya Phillips was born and

16          raised in Detroit, Michigan.  She attended Renaissance

17          High School and received her bachelor's degree with

18          honors and law degree from the University of Michigan

19          Law School; and

20               WHEREAS Attorney Phillips has a passion for

21          social justice and in approving the quality of life

22          for Detroiters.  Her role as Executive Director for

23          the Southwest Community Justice Center is to increase

24          public trust in the justice system, assist in the

25          reduction of crime, improve the quality of life and
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1          meet the needs of the community.  She's able to

2          combine her legal skills and love for the community

3          work, by facilitating the first Community Court

4          program in the City of Detroit; and

5               WHEREAS Prior to joining the Southwest Detroit

6          Community Justice Center, Attorney Phillips worked as

7          a staff attorney with the Michigan Legal Services.

8          She also worked in private practice representing

9          nonprofit organizations and small businesses, and with

10          Maurice and Jane Sugar Law Center for Economic and

11          Social Justice performing impact litigation; and

12               WHEREAS Attorney Phillips is very active in the

13          community.  She was appointed to serve on the City of

14          Detroit Charter Revision Commission from 2010-2012.

15          She serves as on the Board of Directors and volunteers

16          with several organizations, including the National

17          Lawyer Guild-Detroit, Michigan Legal Services, and the

18          New Leaders Council; and

19               WHEREAS Attorney Phillips has been honored

20          receiving the Distinguished Young Lawyer Award from

21          the Wolverine Bar Association.  She is also a past

22          recipient of the Maryann Mahaffey Public Servant of

23          the Year Award from the United Community Housing

24          Coalition.

25               NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
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1               That the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners,

2          speaking on behalf of the citizens of the great City

3          of Detroit and the Detroit Police Department

4          acknowledge Attorney Tonya Phillips' outstanding

5          dedication.  Her tireless advocacy for community and

6          commitment to improving the quality of life for all

7          the citizen in the Fourth Precinct and throughout the

8          City of Detroit merits our highest regards.

9               We thank you for your leadership and congratulate

10     you Attorney Tonya Phillips.  Signed by the Detroit Board

11     of Police Commissioners, June 8, 2017.

12               (APPLAUSE)

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm going to ask Commissioner

14     Dewaelsche to stand with the photo.  This is Southwest

15     Detroit, so let's make sure we --

16               (PHOTO SHOOT)

17               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Good evening everyone.

18               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

19               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  I'm sorry, Attorney Phillips.

20               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  So through the Chair.  I

21     believe Commander Walton also submitted a presentation that

22     we're going to do for Attorney Phillips.

23               OFFICER:  It's going to be covered during our

24     presentation.

25               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Oh, it will be covered
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1     during the presentation?  I'll stand down.

2               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  We're doing it during the

3     presentation?

4               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  I think we need to do

5     that.  We need to do that now.

6               OFFICER:  I'm sorry, I didn't know that.

7               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  So it's over there, right?

8               OFFICER:  I apologize.  I didn't know I was doing

9     this.  This is the Spirit of Detroit Award.  It's presented

10     here as an expression of the gratitude and esteem of the

11     citizens of Detroit to Tonya Phillips in recognition of

12     exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership and

13     dedication to improving the quality of life.  By the City

14     Council of Detroit, Michigan.

15               (APPLAUSE)

16               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  And if I can; I know this

17     might be a little bit different, but we're going to hold

18     this.  On behalf of the Chief of Police, James E. Craig; I

19     just want to say to everybody, Commander Walton and her

20     staff at the Fourth Precinct also put together a request to

21     do a resolution, and that's what she presented; the Spirit

22     of Detroit from the City Council.  But she also had a

23     Certificate of Recognition that's going to be received on

24     behalf of the Detroit Police Department signed by James

25     Craig.
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1               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Thank you.

2               THE PHOTOGRAPHER:  Get you in the picture too.

3               (PHOTO SHOOT)

4               (APPLAUSE)

5               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Oh, wow.  Well I just want to

6     extend my very humble thanks.  Thank you to the fine men

7     and women of the Board of Police Commissioners.  Thank you

8     so much.  I'm truly humbled.  Thank you to Detroit Police

9     Department.  Thank you to Commander Walton and the fine men

10     and women of DPD Fourth Precinct.  Thank you so much.  We

11     couldn't do what we do without your partnership.  Thank you

12     for the Police Community Relations Board I see in the house

13     and so many of the concerned citizens in Southwest Detroit

14     and all over the City of Detroit.  Mr. Carter, Ms. Theresa,

15     Ms. Gonzalez and so many, so many others.  Thank you so

16     much.  I want to thank my family.  My husband, who's here,

17     my mom, my son, the Leggos (Phonetic), and I want to thank

18     the awesome team at Southwest Detroit Community Justice

19     Center.  The staff is here.  No one can do anything by

20     themselves, so thank you Patricia, and Naomi, and Juan.

21     Thank you so much.  Thank you Consuela.  We all work

22     together as a team.  I'm honored.  I'm privileged to be

23     able to serve.  It's an honor to serve, and I wouldn't want

24     to do anything else.  So thank you everyone here for giving

25     me and some many of us an opportunity to serve.  And,



Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Page 31

1     again, I'm humbled and appreciative.  Thank you very much.

2               (APPLAUSE)

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let's give another round of

4     applause.

5               (APPLAUSE)

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And I say that because this

7     young lady, if you notice, she is a product of a public

8     school system; graduated from Renaissance High School in

9     Detroit.  And as you well know public education is under a

10     great deal of scrutiny, but you can see the caliber of

11     people that we are producing.  I know she graduated a...

12     couple years ago, but it's such a blessing when we see

13     people who strive.  And with all the negativity, it's quite

14     positive.  I just want to give a round of applause again.

15               Thank you for giving back.

16               (APPLAUSE)

17               COMMISSIONER BELL:  That's very crucial.

18               So we move on to assistant chief's report on

19     behalf of Chief Craig.

20               MR. HICKS:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir?

22               MR. HICKS:  We need a motion.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We can entertain that.

24               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Motion to accept the

25     resolution.



Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Page 32

1               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Second.

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

3     seconded.

4               Discussion?

5               Those in favor, aye.

6               THE BOARD:  Aye.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

8               Motion passed.  Thank you.

9               Yes, sir.

10               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair, this is

11     the citywide profile.  This is as of June 4th.  I'll give

12     you some updates on some of the key bias numbers.

13               For homicides, we had a reduction from -- and

14     this will be in comparison from 2016 and 2017.  So for

15     homicides, 4% down; sexual assaults 16% down; robbery down

16     9%; carjacking 17%; aggravated assaults 8%; nonfatal

17     shootings 6%, and total violence offense is 8%.

18               Now to give you the total numbers as of today;

19     the homicide, the change or the difference has improved.

20     We're now down as of today 8% on homicides.  For robberies

21     we're down 8%.  For carjackings we were up 17%.  Now we're

22     up 14% -- or down 14%, I'm sorry, I should say.  And that

23     number is going to increase a little bit more.  We had

24     probably about I would say eight homicides -- I'm sorry --

25     eight carjackings that will probably be backed out because
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1     it probably didn't actually reach the point where you would

2     call it a carjacking or it was a false felony report.  So

3     the majority of them are false felony reports; so eight

4     we're looking at backing out now, and that will cause a

5     further reduction.  And as for nonfatal shootings, that's

6     as of today down by 4%.  For property offenses -- again,

7     these numbers are as of June 4th.  Property offenses:

8     Burglary went up 7% as compared to 2016.  Larceny, we're

9     down 14%.  Stolen vehicles, we're down 6%; and total

10     property offenses, we're down 6%.  For the burglary

11     numbers, even though it shows we're up for the last 28 days

12     we have been trending down.  So the numbers are doing well

13     and the things that the precincts are doing to combat the

14     burglaries are working as well.  That's it for the CompStat

15     report.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

17               Yes, ma'am?

18               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I wonder if I could

19     please ask a question with regard to -- the sexual assault

20     numbers are significantly down if you compare them to last

21     year.  Is there something that we can attribute that to or

22     -- but significantly down.  From 2% last year to 16%, which

23     is very commendable.

24               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  So the one thing I say is

25     that the majority of sexual assaults you have occur with
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1     known individuals.  But I'm not going to speak directly to

2     it because I have Captain Tucker here, and we're going to

3     let Captain Tucker from SBU -- if you come to the podium

4     and speak to the question at this time.

5               CAPTAIN TUCKER:  Good evening everybody.

6               ATTENDEES:  Good evening.

7               CAPTAIN TUCKER:  It's a real swift, brief answer.

8     Awareness.  We are allowing people -- it's normally called

9     a silent crime.  Now we're speaking in schools and making

10     it okay to talk about your figure.  They're reporting it

11     more.  It's very really simple.  They're talking now and we

12     can enforce it.

13               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

14               CAPTAIN TUCKER:  Yes, ma'am.

15               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.  Yes.

17               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  You said on the car

18     jackings, you said this is false reporting.  I remember

19     many years ago we had a real problem with false -- we had a

20     large number of false reportings for carjackings.  So is

21     that something that recently just started?

22               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  No.  Through the Chair;

23     we've had a -- we had been down on car jackings throughout

24     the year; we just had a slight increase.  And just to paint

25     a picture.  Last year this time we had 21 cases that were
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1     backed out because they were false felony reports.  As of

2     this year we had seven cases that have been backed out.

3     And this is because we have not had the opportunity to go

4     back and do a thorough case review of those questionable

5     cases.  So at this time carjacking is actually looking at

6     those cases, and they're doing a thorough review; and

7     that's why we'll have those eight cases probably backed

8     out.  But looking at how the numbers compared with last

9     year, we could have some additional cases backed out as

10     well.

11               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

12               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

14               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I wonder if I could ask

15     Attorney Phillips a question.

16               Through your leadership of the Southwest Justice

17     Center, when we did our citizen meeting over at LASAD when

18     we were talking about the police department's management of

19     its relationship with ISIS, how we were going to be

20     managing our encounter with particularly Detroit citizens

21     and people who live in the City of Detroit of Latin decent;

22     I'm wondering have you seen an increase of persons in your

23     office talking about their concerns; not being able to go

24     to court, afraid to call the police?

25               'Cause I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if part of it is
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1     -- vice chairman Dewaelsche, if what we are seeing in terms

2     of the drop, with all due respect to the captain, might be

3     nonreporting of some of the members of our immigrant

4     community.  And I wonder if Attorney Phillips could talk to

5     us about that just for a second.

6               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Sure.  Sure, I'll be happy to

7     speak about that.  Of course I can't say whether it

8     correlates to court or not, but I certainly can say that

9     there is a lot of fear and apprehension in the community

10     about the change in the immigration policies recently; that

11     there is a great deal of hesitation in going to court.  And

12     our staff and other members of the community work very hard

13     to assure people that when they come to court that there

14     will be -- there will be a comforting presence.  There's

15     our office, there's an agency, and there's people there to

16     help; and we don't want them to feel like they cannot

17     engage in the judicial system and the judicial process.

18     But there is a lot of fear.  There is a lot of

19     apprehension.  And community members, community

20     organizations, along with I know the men and women of the

21     Fourth Precinct, we're doing the best we can to help in

22     these times.  But let me know if I can elaborate further.

23               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Well I wonder are you

24     keeping any kind of record of the number of reports that

25     you get where people are saying, I would have reported this
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1     to the Detroit Police Department but I'm afraid and then

2     deliver the information to you?  I mean, I'm just wondering

3     have you seen an uptake in that; in people coming to you

4     for guidance in how they manage in this particular

5     circumstance?

6               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Though we are seeing an

7     increase that's not information that we track.  We do track

8     lots of things, but most of them are related to the

9     judicial procedure and not necessarily from a crime

10     victim's rights perspective.  So I couldn't run a report on

11     it but I can say we have been having many conversations in

12     the community.

13               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Is there anything that --

14               I thought, Mr. Chairman, that the board meeting

15     that we had was particularly effective.  I really do think

16     that that was one of the times where even though we could

17     not give the community the kind of definitive answers they

18     were looking for it was clear, I think -- at least we sent

19     the message, and the chief did too, that we were very

20     concerned about how we were going to manage our

21     relationship and the policies that we have that affect this

22     particular section of the city.

23               So is there anything that you think that we could

24     do as a Board of Police Commissioners to enhance the work

25     that you're doing?  Are there other opportunities that we
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1     might add to strengthen the community's receptivity to

2     working more closely with the police department and with

3     your office?

4               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Absolutely.  And thank you

5     very much for the question and the invitation, because part

6     of our mission is to increase trust between law enforcement

7     and the judicial system.  So things that this body can do

8     is continue to reiterate that message.  There are events

9     that happen, not only in the City of Detroit but across the

10     country that make people nervous, that make people

11     apprehensive about interacting with police, about

12     interacting with law enforcement; and the more that we can

13     reiterate that we're allies, that we all have a common

14     goals; that's to have a safe, beautiful community that

15     helps.  So as many times as that can be reiterated in

16     public in terms of policy and documentation to be a

17     welcoming body, I mean, that's something that the police

18     commission can certainly take into consideration; making a

19     resolution, or however you see fit, that this is a

20     welcoming body, a welcoming city.  And also part of what we

21     do is falls on a restorative justice category.  We work

22     with -- I'm going to back up just a little bit and make

23     sure that everybody knows what we do.  We're a nonprofit

24     501(c)(3) organization.  We run a community court program.

25     So we work with persons that have committed misdemeanors
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1     offenses.  Things like driving infractions, loitering,

2     being in the park after dark; low level nonviolent

3     offenses.  And we coordinate with the court to provide

4     community service opportunities as restitution so a person

5     can resolve the matter.  And while they're working with us

6     they also receive social services.  Social services like

7     continuing their education, taking English as a second

8     language classes, job referrals, health care referrals to

9     meet those basic life needs.  And over time this model has

10     been shown to help contribute to reduction in crime and

11     beautification of the community.  And as we work hand in

12     hand with law enforcement, with Commander Laws, with

13     Captain Serda, with so many other fine men and women people

14     begin to trust the police.  They don't think they're out to

15     get them and shake them down for money at the traffic stop.

16     So things -- and writing certainly a resolution, working

17     with your sister agencies, governmental agencies, to

18     reiterate that message again, not just in words but in

19     terms of polices will be very helpful.  And I'll certainly

20     be glad to make myself available to follow up with that.

21               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Thank you.

22               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Thank you very much.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

24               ATTORNEY PHILLIPS:  Thank you to this honorable

25     body.
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1               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

3               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Also if we look at the

4     numbers, especially for sexual assault; looking at the

5     2015, we had 218 cases year-to-date.  Same time 2015 as

6     year-to-date 2017.  And 2017 our numbers are very similar

7     to 2015.  Where we had 218 in 2015, we have 213 in 2017.

8     2016 was an anomaly year.  At this time 2015 we had 254

9     cases.  So that's another reason for the difference.  2016

10     was an anomaly year.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for pointing that

12     out.

13               We are now going to hear a presentation from the

14     commander of the Fourth Precinct.  Now you get your

15     opportunity.

16               COMMANDER WALTON:  Hi.  Welcome everybody.  I'm

17     Whitney Walton.  I'm here with Captain Salona, who's

18     actually going to do our presentation; but I have a few

19     opening remarks.  First off, I would like to introduce our

20     two brand new NPOs, which is Garret Taylor and Amy

21     Sarafenski (Phonetic).  Stand up.  They were actually

22     appointed a few weeks ago, but they actually start June

23     19th.  We had to make some personnel changes.  Also, Amy,

24     stand back up.  Amy is also the 2017 female officer of the

25     year.
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1               (APPLAUSE)

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  She's our, what, 20 year

3     veteran, right?

4               COMMANDER WALTON:  Yeah.  Are you 20?

5               OFFICER:  Yes.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I listen.

7               COMMANDER WALTON:  She and I started together

8     almost three years ago.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Wish you the best, And thank

10     you.  You look so good up on that stadium and with such

11     a -- women in blue was so powerful that particular morning

12     that we witnessed; Commissioner Brooks.  And it really was

13     an honor for the third effort -- I think the third program

14     of that nature to lift up.

15               COMMANDER WALTON:  What they didn't relate is why

16     she was nominated.  I wrote the nomination, and it had to

17     do with a human trafficking case down on Electric; where if

18     her and her partner had just walked away -- the run came

19     out for a dead body.  And they got there and a woman said,

20     no, there's not.  And they could have just walked away at

21     that point, but Amy and her partner saw something was

22     wrong, which ended up into a very large human trafficking

23     case.  So that's was why she was nominated and she deserves

24     it.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  You know, you should make
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1     that recommendation, because we didn't know that.  We had

2     no idea.  So they should share that --

3               COMMANDER WALTON:  It's not because she wrote a

4     lot of tickets or anything; it's because it was deep.  It

5     was amazing work.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I know it was 20 outstanding

7     nominees, and I didn't know how they arrived.  I assumed it

8     was for outstanding work, but you've somewhat enlightened

9     us.  They should have make that part of the program.

10               COMMANDER WALTON:  Yeah.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It only takes a couple of

12     minutes to share that.  That will lift up more the value of

13     her work and why.

14               COMMANDER WALTON:  Yeah, she built a rapport with

15     the woman --

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.

17               COMMANDER WALTON:  -- that the Feds just wanted

18     them to stay together.  It was really great.  One more

19     thing.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

21               COMMANDER WALTON:  By the front door there's some

22     fliers for our Family Fun Day, June 23rd at the precinct,

23     from 2:00 to 6:00.  So if any of the commissioners would

24     like to stop by.  We have a lot of good food and fun.  A

25     lot of the police department things are going to be there;
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1     SRT.  We have Aviation flying in.  We have a basketball

2     tournament through PAL.  So we welcome everyone there.

3               And lastly, I want to thank Marathon, who gave us

4     this great facility.  And at the end of the event, if we

5     walk out this door to the right there is a lovely hot

6     catered meal by Marathon.  It looks fabulous.  So we need

7     to speed this up so we can get to the food.

8               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I agree with you.  It's on

9     you, captain.

10               CAPTAIN SOLANO:  I'm going to speed it up.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Take your time.

12               CAPTAIN SOLANO:  AC, Commissioners.  Fourth

13     Precinct encompasses fifteen square miles and borders

14     several suburban departments, as well as the Second, Third

15     and Tenth Precinct.  Fourth Precinct is home to a variety

16     of business and a very diverse community.  Our current

17     population of approximately 71,000 citizens consist of 56

18     Latino, 22% African American, and 20% white.  Based upon

19     our unique population, the Fourth Precinct has been

20     intimately involved in the ongoing issues stemming from the

21     federal policies regarding citizenship and deportation, as

22     was just spoken about.

23               As a precinct confident that we do not engage in

24     immigration enforcement we are continually working hard to

25     ensure our citizens that we do not enforce immigration
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1     laws.  As a matter of fact, the commander asked Homeland

2     Security to come and address some of the community meetings

3     to ensure citizens -- to ensure them, make sure they report

4     their crimes.  It's that simple.  We routinely complete the

5     U visa paperwork for victims of crime that are applying for

6     temporary status and attend, as I mentioned, community

7     meetings to spread the word that immigration status is not

8     a factor when you are a victim of crime.

9               The Fourth Precinct is truly unique when compared

10     to other precincts in many ways.  But one distinct way is

11     the pilot precinct working in partnership with the

12     Southwest Community Justice Center headed by Executive

13     Director Tonya Phillips.  This organization in partnership

14     with the City of Detroit 36 District Court offer an

15     alternative to incarceration.  The community court model is

16     to make the court a problem solving entity, recognizing

17     that fines and incarceration will not stop or prevent some

18     crimes.  Persons who are ticketed for misdemeanor offenses

19     in the precinct are afforded the opportunity to participate

20     in the alternatives to incarceration, which include

21     community clean up, counseling, and other social services.

22               As of May 26, 2017 the Fourth Precinct showed an

23     overall 21% drop in violent offenses as compared to 2016,

24     and an 8% drop in property crimes compared to 2016.  This

25     reduction in crime was accomplished through the combination
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1     of hard work and dedication on the part of police officers

2     and supervisors assigned to our Fourth Precinct.  A great

3     contributor to this decline was the excellent work by our

4     precinct detectives.  Fourth Precinct Detective Unit

5     finished 2016 with a combined closure rate of 24%, which

6     finished above the city average of 13%.  In fact, the

7     overall armed robbery, home invasion one, and nonfatal

8     shootings, our Detective Unit led the city in closure rates

9     in those categories.  Additionally, in every category the

10     Fourth Precinct Detective Unit exceeded the citywide

11     average.

12               And, of course, none of this would be possible

13     without partnerships with the community.  So at this time I

14     would like to recognize some of the community groups that

15     have contributed to strengthening the bond between the

16     community and the police.  I'm going to have to hurry up

17     because my voice is heading the other way.  Fourth Precinct

18     Community Relations President, Ms. Josephine Smith; the

19     Original United Citizen of Southwest Detroit; President

20     Tyrone Carter; Congress of Communities Executive Director

21     Maria Salinas; Executive Director Chasey Condin (Phonetic);

22     Ms. Amanda Holiday; Springdale-Woodmere Block Club;

23     President Tom Fayz; Southwest Detroit Improvement

24     Association President Maria Avila; Michigan Avenue Business

25     Association President Joe Gappy; the West Vernor Civilian
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1     Patrol President Nicole Fisher; and the Mexican Patriotic

2     Community of Metro Detroit President Alicia Juarez.

3               Members of the Fourth Precinct are committed to

4     making this a safe area for citizens of Southwest Detroit.

5     Their dedication translates directly into our goal of

6     gaining the highest confidence of our citizens; that our

7     officers and civilians take their issues and crimes

8     seriously.

9               Any questions?

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners?

11               (No Response)

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  If not, we thank you for --

13               COMMANDER WALTON:  Oh, you want the meal, right?

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yeah.  But thank you for an

15     outstanding report on all the great things that's happening

16     in the Fourth Precinct.  Well done, and just continue to

17     interact.  That's what it's all about.  Thank you,

18     Commander.  Thank you, Captain.

19               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  And through the Chair.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

21               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  For Commissioner Mallett,

22     I just want to talk about the significance of the closure

23     rate that they have at the Fourth Precinct.  The Fourth

24     Precinct; their average closure rate reaches the city by a

25     phenomenal amount, phenomenal number.  You can't reach that
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1     number unless you have citizens coming forward in

2     cooperation with the police giving information, making

3     statements to get those closure rates with the detectives.

4     So this is a good sign that we do have that confidence from

5     the community that is 56% Latino.  So I just want to make

6     sure that that's known as well.

7               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  No, I think that's an

8     extraordinarily important observation.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

10               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  And the Board of Police

11     Commissioners is really just very supportive of what the

12     chief is intending to do; wanting very much to ensure the

13     community that we want to continue to be a welcoming city,

14     and with whatever we could do to make sure that that was a

15     message that was well received.  So absolutely, the Fourth

16     Precinct is to be congratulated; and I thank you for that

17     observation.  That is certainly proof that the community

18     remain very confident in their relationship with the

19     Detroit Police Department.  So thank you very much.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

21               And I just want to convey to the Fourth Precinct,

22     Chief Craig; I talked with him earlier just prior to the

23     meeting, and he really had a strong desire to be here, but

24     there's been so many -- it's been a long day, a pressing

25     week for him, as you well know.  So we wished him the best.
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1     But he just wants to convey that he normally would have

2     liked to attend the Fourth Precinct meeting but he could

3     not just make it.  And I can understand.  It's been a long

4     ordeal with the visitation interaction and his schedule.  I

5     just want to convey that to you.  He said assistant chief

6     would do a great job -- Williams -- but he sends his

7     regrets.  So I won't tell him about the meal.

8               And the next item of business will be any board

9     standing or Ad hoc committee?  I know we're going to hear

10     from Commissioner Brooks.

11               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  We have a graduation coming

12     up.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am!

14               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I'm looking for the date.

15               COMMISSIONER BELL:  On the 16th.

16               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  The 16th at Second Ebenezer

17     Church.  We're still aggressively out here recruiting.  So

18     look for me, because I'll be back to your community.  We

19     are recruiting as hard as we can.  We know that some of our

20     policemen are getting shot, but you can get hurt on any job

21     that you're on.  So we wish them the best, and we pray for

22     them; but we're still out here pushing.  We have -- next

23     week we have an event coming up at the COTS where we will

24     have Sergeant Star.  And Eva, what is your -- what is the

25     other person that's coming?



Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Evening Community Meeting
6/8/2017

Page 49

1               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Yes, we're going to

2     have some representation from SER Metro --

3               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes.

4               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  -- to do some

5     recruiting as well to assist in this in any way that we

6     can.

7               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  It's called Career Day.  So

8     any opportunity we get; church, Career Day, Sunday school,

9     anywhere we can go to recruit.  Because being a police

10     officer is a career, and so we're really pushing that.

11               But I have a question if it's okay if I ask.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Oh, sure.  You're the

13     commissioner.

14               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I'm looking on here and we

15     have a lot of violent offenses.  Human trafficking is

16     moving up.  Everywhere I go, everywhere I read; not only

17     here but in other places.  I want to know is there a

18     department within the police department for human

19     trafficking?

20               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.  If I

21     could have Captain Tucker step to the mic again to address

22     that.

23               CAPTAIN TUCKER:  Good evening again.  We don't

24     have a specific unit, other than my unit, Sex Crimes Unit;

25     but we are pursuing a partnership with the Feds as well as
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1     the Sex Crimes Unit to build a tasks force to address it.

2     And I've also spoken to City Council regarding establishing

3     a unit that specifically handles human trafficking.  So

4     it's an active pursuit of this unit, and we will have

5     something for you shortly.

6               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Oh, that's wonderful.

7     Thank you.

8               CAPTAIN TUCKER:  Yes, ma'am.

9               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

10               Any other commissioners?

11               Any other committee reports at this time?

12               If not, we will move on to the next item, which

13     will be or board secretary, Mr. Hicks

14               MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I do want to

15     indicate and draw your attention to the four items that are

16     on the agenda.  These, again, represent communications into

17     the office that are not on the agenda for the purpose of

18     action during the meeting.  And I call that to your

19     attention that we did hear from Commander Barron, for

20     example.  We had a concern about this mock bomb exercise.

21     That was something that was transmitted to the

22     commissioners several days ago, and it was designed to

23     alert you as commissioners that an exercise was taking

24     place so that as you interact in the community, as people

25     would raise questions with you, you would have information
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1     about it.  But minus that observation, there are four items

2     that were incoming that and are listed on your agenda.  And

3     that's all I have this evening.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Mr. Hicks.

5               Any old business?

6               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

8               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Last week --

9     at last weeks board meeting I raised an issue about a

10     retired deceased police officer, Ben Turpin, whose picture

11     was in the Detroit Police museum.  And that issue, I

12     understand that the picture has been removed, which is an

13     appropriate action.  I believe it was removed sometime --

14     well immediately after our meeting.  Is there any other --

15     if Mr. Hicks has any other update as to whether or not that

16     picture will be displayed in any other area of the museum I

17     still stand in protest.

18               MR. HICKS:  Through the Chair.

19               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

20               MR. HICKS:  No.  We were informed that the

21     picture was immediately removed.  I am reminded by what the

22     Board called for was that we enter into a dialogue with the

23     police department to address the concerns that the picture

24     tends to focus upon; and that is the history in the

25     department of the fairly aggressive behavior on the part of
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1     that particular officer.  And we have not began that

2     particular dialogue as of yet.  There are a number of

3     people that come down on this question in varying ways,

4     including the question of if you eliminate or eradicate

5     those types of historical accountings whether or not you're

6     eliminating the history.  And there are other people who

7     are concerned that, well you're not eliminating the history

8     but that you put the proper context around the history,

9     because people ought to know.  And I think when I look at

10     the work in which Commissioner Bell and Chief Investigator

11     Drake has done in the academy in terms of informing new

12     recruits or new members of the academy about the history,

13     if you will, that what we ought to look at is to continue

14     that dialogue in a way to put the context and not just

15     simply eliminate some information.  Because it's as

16     important to talk about the context in which that occurred.

17     And once that -- we agree upon in that dialogue on some

18     language, we bring the language in front of the Board here

19     and the Board will opine as to what it would want to do

20     with the language and direct the department in whatever

21     appropriate fashion.

22               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Well first and

23     foremost, I want to thank those in the department or

24     whomever decided to take that picture down, because it was

25     the appropriate thing to do.  And I will forever be
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1     watchful and always in protest that that picture should

2     find its way back into the Detroit Police Museum.  Thank

3     you.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

5               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

7               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Just to reiterate.  I

8     think that Mr. Hicks said it very well.  One thing that we

9     don't want to do is we don't want to glorify anybody who

10     did wrong.  But we also want to remember that history is

11     just that, it's history.  We want to know what it is so we

12     don't repeat it; so you have to frame it in the correct

13     context.  The position where that picture was, was a

14     position of what I would say honor.  As soon as you walked

15     in everybody saw it.  It had no context of good or bad or

16     indifferent.  There was no learning, no education to be

17     found with it.  Not to say the picture will ever be back

18     up, but if it is ever up again it will be in context.  This

19     is what you should not do.  This is the history of the

20     department.  This is something that happened in the

21     department.  Let's make sure it doesn't happen again.  And

22     it should be something our officers should see and learn

23     from.  Just wanted to make sure that was said for the

24     record.

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  And we will have
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1     ongoing dialogue.

2               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Most definitely.

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

4               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And I'm in agreement with

5     the assistant chief.  But also too, they are not putting up

6     the confederate flag again; the confederate flags they've

7     taken down across this country.  They're not putting back

8     up the statutes of individuals who oppressed and suppressed

9     and discriminated against the community of color, the

10     African American community across America.  So I do

11     understand the history and what context.  But some of the

12     images that are coming down across this country is

13     appropriate.  They should have never been up.  And I

14     appreciate the other comments and I will be forever

15     vigilant about this particular issue.  Thank you.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  And as we well know, there

17     are well deserving African American officers and others who

18     served this department with honor.  And, therefore, we have

19     opportunity, and perhaps even a profile or rotating profile

20     of individuals who served this department honorably,

21     including the first African American officer who was killed

22     in the line of duty in Detroit.  And we need to lift up

23     individuals who really served with honor.  And I look at

24     some -- and I was familiar with some of these officers.

25     Not maybe by interaction, but I knew through reputation,
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1     like Conrad Mallett's father who, you know, did not stay in

2     the course, but he was one of those individuals that --

3     Frank Blount.  It's a list of people who served this

4     department; not just in terms of rank but in terms of

5     status of police officers; and they went through a whole

6     lot.  You know, we try to lift up some of them a year ago.

7     But maybe we need to really understand when you put a

8     prominent person like that and people have no idea that we

9     need to really give them an idea.  If they can take down

10     the statute of Robert E. Lee -- General Robert E. Lee in

11     New Orleans, who is a legend in terms of -- surely we can

12     address the issue here in Detroit.  And I think that's what

13     we're dealing with.  So we can put things in proper

14     perspective, and that's what we really want to initiate.

15               I'm glad that our historian, Commissioner

16     Crawford, brought it to our attention; and among other

17     issues of that nature.  But a young officer, even a young

18     officer in this room, perhaps not even understood the

19     historic perspective of Ben Turpin because they don't have

20     that age and the longevity like we have.  Even though I did

21     not interact with them my father and others who did that

22     profile.  So we just want to put it in the proper

23     perspective.  He made me enlightened.  He shared some

24     remarks, but maybe we'll give you something in writing in

25     the near future where you're going to get a clear picture.
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1     If not, you can talk to some of your people who are in

2     their 80s and 90s.  They can give you an idea.  And that

3     was not just Detroit; it was in Chicago, Beale Street.

4     It's a historic role that when they hired these officers

5     they had to act in a certain manner, and they were really

6     brutal in this.  And, again, what we're dealing with in

7     2017.  So let's put things into proper perspective as we

8     move forward.  And I thank you for that type of dialogue.

9     Okay.

10               Any new business?

11               COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the chair.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

13               COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  With the number of Detroit

14     Police officers shot recently, I'm concerned about the bill

15     that's being passed that's been going through the House in

16     Lansing with you can carry a weapon without a CPL.

17               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

18               COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  I think this puts our

19     officers at risk if we have everyone carrying a gun.  They

20     can carry a gun concealed without it.

21               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  No question.

22               COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  So it concerns me.  So is

23     it possible that this board could draft a memo to maybe

24     somewhat the key legislators letting them know that we

25     don't want this bill passed?
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1               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Absolutely:

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  The Chair will entertain.

3     I'm glad that Commissioner Shelby brought that up.

4               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

5               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved and

7     supported.

8               Any further discussion on it?

9               Those in favor, aye.

10               THE BOARD:  Aye.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

12               Motion passed.

13               Thank you for supporting an issue that we should

14     really be --

15               MR. HICKS:  Excuse me.  Mr. Chair.

16               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

17               MR. HICKS:  Just for clarification, we'll

18     research the varying bills, draft a resolution and bring

19     that resolution to the next meeting so that you can

20     actually act on specific -- voice your position on specific

21     legislation as it's moving through the legislator.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Mr. Hicks for

23     always keeping us on point.

24               COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I know one of the bills,

25     House Bill 4419.  I don't recall any other ones.
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank

2     you, Commissioner Shelby.

3               Announcements.  Our next meeting will be next

4     week, June 15, at 3:00 p.m. at Public Headquarters at 1301

5     Third, Third and Michigan.

6               Our community meeting in July will be July 13 at

7     6:30 p.m., at 10th Precinct Police Academy.  That's 6050

8     Linwood.  That's two blocks south of East Grand Boulevard.

9     And that will be your opportunity to visit the academy, the

10     police academy of the Detroit Police Department.  And I

11     just want to mention that we have two classes graduating

12     next Friday at Second Ebenezer Church, pastored by the one

13     and only Bishop Edgar Vann, Northeast Detroit.  So that's

14     two classes graduating.  And I think it's going to be quite

15     a privilege to participate.  If you are free at 10:30 a.m.

16     I'm pretty sure the doors are always open, especially for

17     this graduating ceremony.  We are pleased that Bishop Vann

18     is hosting us again.  It's a great location.  I love that

19     location.  And you know why, right?

20               COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yes, sir.  It's on the

21     eastside.

22               ATTENDEES:  It's on the eastside.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's on the eastside.  And of

24     course a historic church, historic community involvement.

25     And all due respect, we get the same thing on the westside,
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1     but it's a little bit different on the eastside.

2               The next item of business will be the oral

3     communication from the audience.  Please give your name.

4     And you have two minutes.  We address public safety issues.

5     There are other meetings where you can embrace the council,

6     the mayor, and all the other activities.  But the Board

7     have responsibility in terms of public safety.  So if not,

8     we can steer you to the right person after the meeting if

9     you don't get your time allotment.  Because we have the DPD

10     ranking officers and DPD neighborhood officers and we have

11     a commissioner here.  I'm pretty sure they would interact

12     with you, any of your concerns.  But we want to move on

13     because we're on the clock right now.

14               Mr. Brown.

15               MR. BROWN:  Yes, sir, Mr. Chair.  We have Mr. Dan

16     Wroblewski.

17               MR. WROBLEWSKI:  Close enough.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.

19               MR. WROBLEWSKI:  Just don't call me late for

20     dinner.  As he said, I'm Dan Wroblewski.  I retired from

21     the police department in '93 after 20 years and then taught

22     high school for 17 years.  I want to commend the community

23     police efforts.  The MPO's and the improved Detroit App

24     have done wonders in improving the quality of life in my

25     neighborhood, as it probably has in others.
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1               The issue I have is the use of Rouge Park for the

2     Bomb Squad practice.  Now I understand the need for the

3     team to practice and by no means want them to stop.  As a

4     former member of the Underwater Recovery Team I understand

5     the need for practice.

6               As a resident of the city I am forced to put up

7     with commercial grade fireworks starting with Memorial Day

8     and continuing until well after Labor Day.  Now add to that

9     the unannounced bomb detonations by our Bomb Squad in Rouge

10     Park.  There's a half a mile in either direction from

11     highly populated areas.  Car alarms go off.  It shakes my

12     house.  I can see Rouge Park right through my picture

13     window.  Next door explodes with my neighbors and friends;

14     their dogs running away, jumping fences, breaking tethers,

15     and other things like that.  My own dog needs to be

16     medicated for the afternoon because I have no idea when

17     they're going to finish.

18               Is there a possibility of relocating to a less

19     populated area?  Like I said, when they detonate those

20     bombs they're a half mile from the neighborhoods on either

21     side of the apartments.  Or at least give the residents a

22     schedule of their practices so area residents can make

23     accommodations?  I don't know if this is the proper forum,

24     but I --

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's a good question.  This
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1     is the forum that we address those issues.  I'll let AC

2     Williams respond.

3               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Yeah, through the Chair.

4     Both of those thing we can do.  In addition to that, we can

5     also make sure that we spread it around the city.  I think

6     Rouge Range, the archery portion of Rouge Range --

7               MR. WROBLEWSKI:  Right.

8               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  -- is one of the locations

9     that they'd really like to use.  But we can make sure we

10     decrease the frequency of that happening, and we can also

11     make sure that notification is made.

12               MR. WROBLEWSKI:  And in fact, I've called the

13     Sixth Precinct and I've called the Range, and nobody can

14     give me an idea of when they're going to do this, how long

15     it's going to last, how many bomb they're going to blow up.

16     If they can give us a schedule of some kind, I mean, I can

17     take my dog and walk her out in Hines Drive or something,

18     get far enough away where -- and I can also notify the

19     neighbors next door that this is going to happen and they

20     can secure their animals.

21               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Okay.  And we can

22     definitely do that.  Through the Chair again.

23               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

24               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  We'll make sure that we

25     look to relocating.  And until we actually are able to
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1     relocate we'll make sure we get a schedule out.  And that

2     schedule --

3               MR. WROBLEWSKI:  I understand you got kicked off

4     Belle Isle last.

5               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Some other

6     discussions there.  But we'll make sure -- we'll try to do

7     two things.  We'll try to make sure the sixth Precinct has

8     a schedule and then we'll also place a schedule next door.

9               MR. WROBLEWSKI:  Perfect.  Thank you.  Thank you.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Could --

11               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  We'll supply that with the

12     Board of Police Commissioners as well.

13               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well there you go.  I would

14     help respond and definitely let this young man know about

15     the -- that's something; they got kicked off Belle Isle,

16     huh?  I wish we could kick -- no, I won't say that.   Yes,

17     we just move on.  So report back to that particular matter

18     that we can make sure -- but I understand your concern.  I

19     wouldn't want that in my neighborhood.  So don't move in

20     Chandler Park.

21

22               MR. WROBLEWSKI: :  That was going to be my next

23     option.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Mr. Brown.

25               MR. BROWN:  Mr. Chair, that's all the cards I
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1     have.

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am?

3               MS. LANDRUM:  I didn't know there were cards to

4     fill out.  If I could just briefly --

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm sorry.  Would you take

6     the mic, please.

7               MS. LANDRUM:  Good evening.  My name is Theresa

8     Landrum, and I'm a resident of 48217.  And I don't come to

9     the commission meetings often because they coincide with

10     other meetings that we attend.  But I want to thank you

11     guys for coming down and bringing it.

12               I just had a brief statement with the crime

13     stats.  Here in 48217 over the years we have enjoyed a low

14     crime rate.  But in the last year we have seen a serious

15     increase on shooting deaths.  As a matter of fact, in less

16     than three months we've had four so far.  Last year about

17     five.  And it's a great concern, because we know crime is

18     city wide; but here in 48217 we have also experienced low

19     police presence.  It is always been brought to the

20     attention of the police department and to the city.

21     Through the help of Marathon, in the last few years, since

22     the expansion, we have had an extra car and we also have

23     had a stay.  And that was in Officer Denmark, as well as

24     Officer Labron.  And now Officer Denmark, you know he has

25     to go on to his greater good; but we need some more police
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1     presence down in Southwest Detroit.  We know the city,

2     downtown and midtown, is growing; and it seems the concern

3     is always there.  We are impoverished to a degree because

4     we're retired 30, 40 years, so we don't have the means or

5     the ability as more affluent areas that have the coverage

6     of the police.  So I'm bringing it to this Board's

7     attention; we need more police in 48217.

8               The other concern is -- thank you, Commissioner

9     Shelby for bringing it up.  That was my concern.  I saw it

10     on TV about the house bill passing.  And if it's no

11     licensing, no class, no permit requirement that puts us all

12     in danger.  Because the young people, they think it's cool

13     to carry a gun.  And then we're older people in an aged

14     community, we're fearful.  So I'm kind of thinking it's

15     going to be catastrophic if that bill passes.  Because I

16     don't think anybody that knows me wants me to go out and

17     get a gun.  You see what I'm saying.  I used to carry a gun

18     years ago when I was a prison guard for the State of

19     Michigan, but I no longer do that.  And I'm telling you,

20     I'm afraid if I have to carry a gun again.

21               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  And I think the

22     commander is going to speak to you.

23               COMMANDER WALTON:  Come to the mic?

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  You can come to the mic.

25               COMMANDER WALTON:  Commander Walton again.  Yes,
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1     we do know because we did lose our NPO Denmark.  He got

2     promoted to sergeant.  And there was a gap because we

3     didn't have the manpower to put an NPO in.  We do --

4     Officer Taylor is going to be now down there, so I

5     guarantee you he will be on it.

6               ATTENDEE:  Where is he?

7               COMMANDER WALTON:  Oh, stand up Taylor.  And he's

8     starting June 19th.  And truly that was a manpower issue.

9     And I apologize for any kind of -- we were down to two NOPs

10     and we were very short, so I apologize for any distress

11     that caused down there.  We are aware of the issues that

12     are down there.  That is a challenge.  And geographically

13     it's a challenge down in your area.  It's unfortunate that

14     it's a geographic challenge.  But we have been doing

15     different targeted enforcement down there.  We brought in

16     TRU.  We brought in Traffic Enforcement.  We also have been

17     working closely with River Rouge and the suburban, because

18     what we see is a lot of cross boarder.

19               MS. LANDRUM:  Exactly.

20               COMMANDER WALTON:  You know, the people from over

21     -- I was joking with Commissioner Sanders about Polk Street

22     where he grew up, which is a thorn in our side in River

23     Rouge, but -- so please go do something about that.  No.

24     But yeah, we are working on it.  It's a challenge, but

25     you'll see more and more presence down there.
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1               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commander.

2               A COMMISSIONER:  Through the Chair.

3               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

4               MS. LANDRUM:  Just one other comment.

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

6               MS. LANDRUM:  When the stats are given citywide;

7     I think when you go to district, each district, I think it

8     would be helpful if you gave that district their crime

9     stats.  That would be helpful.

10               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We do.

11               MS. LANDRUM:  Okay.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We have that type of

13     interaction.  They interact with the commander.  They have

14     CompStat.  There's a while lot of information in reference

15     to what department is engaging and reporting out et cetera,

16     et cetera.

17               You trying to get my attention?

18               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Yes, through the Chair, if

19     I may.  Overall for the Fourth Precinct, the Fourth

20     Precinct has some of the highest decreases in violent

21     crimes in the city, as well as some of the highest

22     decreases in property crime.  They are doing extremely

23     well.  Now there is a history with the homicide rate.  And

24     it's because they're basically competing with the years

25     prior numbers.  They've had massive decreases over the past
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1     few years.  So right now they're at a heightened point.

2     But the strategies they're putting in place, they're

3     showing that they're working right now.  We haven't had any

4     homicides in the Seventh Precinct in over a week, and

5     that's -- believe it or not, that's excellent.  And if they

6     continue doing the -- it may sound bad, but sometimes

7     there's a lot of violence occurring.  And early on in the

8     year at the Seventh Precinct there was a lot of violence.

9     But that violence, they found a strategy for it and they

10     have it under control right now which they're going to

11     continue to have.

12               We do have academy classes coming out with 55

13     officers, which is one of the highest numbers that we've

14     had this year, and the Fourth Precinct will be plussed up.

15     So they're going to get some additional officers there.

16     But just to make it known, every precinct in the city is

17     short manpower.  So we all have been struggling to make

18     sure we have manpower with the attrition rate so high.

19     Because we're still losing people to retirement and to

20     other departments.  So the strategy is still there, and

21     we're doing more with less.  And the Fourth Precinct is

22     being very successful with the strategies they have in

23     place for violent crimes.

24               MS. LANDRUM:  Thank you.

25               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Thank you.
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1               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  And by the way --

2               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

3               COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  We do need more vehicles.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We know that.  We need more

5     manpower.  We need more equipment.  And all the precincts

6     are really seeking more manpower.  We're graduating a

7     class.  But as we well know people are retiring; people are

8     leaving, so we have about 150 plus openings now.  We're

9     aggressively recruiting.  You know anyone who wants to

10     join, as Commissioner Brooks stated, we are seeking police

11     officers.  We have civilians now.  We have openings for

12     civilians.  We are doing everything possible that we can

13     do.  And we're doing a better job, but it's still not

14     sufficient.

15               I told the people at the Fifth Precinct, we need

16     your corporation.  It's about your neighborhood.  It's

17     about your people.  It's about your cousin, your uncle.

18     It's about the young man was shot and killed on Gratiot and

19     Chene.  He come from a family.  I don't know his

20     background; but somewhere along the line when they drop out

21     of high school or middle school they have a tendency to

22     don't get on a career path.  They don't leave Detroit.

23     These are not people coming outside of Detroit.  These are

24     home grown folks that we are dealing with.  That is the

25     reality.  So the more we can do in terms of parenting,
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1     being a family, and trying to encourage.  I know the city

2     -- the teachers are short everywhere.  It's not enough

3     teachers as we deal with the education issue.  Until we

4     resolve that we're going to have issues.  You know the

5     history.  I'm speaking to the choir.  I'm speaking to the

6     concerned community.  But let us continue to fight, fight,

7     fight for all the positive things we can do and positive

8     things we can say about what's happening in the City of

9     Detroit.

10               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair.

11               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

12               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  If I may; I brought

13     some fliers that will explain everything that you need to

14     become a police officer.  Please take some.  Even if it's

15     not for you, it's for -- as the commissioner said, for your

16     grandchildren, your cousins, uncles, neighbors.  Please

17     take some information.  And especially those of you who are

18     representing organizations.  I'd appreciate it.  Thank you.

19               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Through the Chair.

20               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

21               COMMISSIONER CARTER:  I just wanted to thank

22     Ms. Landrum for her comments.  Because all of you -- well

23     many of you experienced the traffic coming out to 48217

24     this afternoon.  And it's like that all the time.  Not all

25     the time but all the time.  And my concern is emergencies
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1     during that time and police presence.  So it's a

2     conversation that I'm willing to have with Commander Walton

3     and the captain regarding response -- response time and

4     police presence in 48217.  Thank you.

5               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  And in closing,

6     let's dialogue on what's positive; how can we attack the

7     problem.  It's one thing to say this is what's wrong.

8     Let's see how we can attack the problem.  Any solution you

9     might have or recommendation something we -- just like the

10     young man spoke about bomb issues in their -- those issues

11     we can probably resolve.  And we are going to resolve it.

12               So if there's no other business.

13               ATTENDEE:  May I --

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, excuse me.  We have a

15     process.

16               ATTENDEE:  I've raised my hand, but you don't see

17     me.

18               COMMISSIONER BELL:  We don't do hands anymore.

19     We don't do hands anymore.  Did we submit the cards?

20               MR. BROWN:  She wasn't here.

21               ATTENDEE:  I wasn't here.

22               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, we'll make an

23     announcement at the beginning of the meeting to make sure.

24     Because we don't want last minute people coming up and we

25     get bombarded.
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1               So there's two hands.  Please come to the mic

2     quickly please, because we want to move on and close up.

3               ATTENDEE:  I will be brief.

4               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

5               MS. SMITH:  Chief, Commissioners.  Brenda Smith,

6     Precinct 149, Midtown.

7               Over the week there were several questions that

8     was presented to a radio station that I do commentary on

9     that's in regards to the curfew in downtown on the

10     Riverfront.  Is there a curfew for 16-year old students

11     that are -- after 6:00?  That's one of the questions, and

12     we would like to know the answer to that before I leave.

13               Also, since the suspect that allegedly killed the

14     Wayne State police officer, Collin Rose, we would like to

15     know what happened to the reward money?  Was it -- it was

16     strongly suggested that the money be divided between the

17     two officers because they felt as though -- the listeners

18     felt as though that they could use the money in their

19     expenses and their medical expense.

20               Also, there have been a -- because they are good

21     police.  That's what we all knew.  But there were -- we

22     have good police and we have bad police.  We suspend them,

23     and then we do recommendation for them or fire them.  But

24     lately there has been a war on shooting police officers,

25     and this must stop.  Their lives are at stake every time
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1     they wear their uniform in the public.  It is a challenge

2     for them to deal with the public.  We should start giving

3     them a raise in salary and show our appreciation for

4     protecting the citizens of Detroit.  I thank you for your

5     attention.

6               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Assistant Chief Williams, the

7     curfew issue.

8               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.  We

9     have presented a temporary ordinance request to City

10     Council that has not been approved.  But we are requesting

11     the same curfew be in effect that was in effect last year

12     during the fireworks.

13               MS. SMITH:  City council?

14               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  At this time we're waiting

15     for city council approval of the temporary ordinance.

16               MS. SMITH:  What about the salary?

17               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  As far as the reward --

18     you said salary.

19               MS. SMITH:  The reward money and the salary for

20     the police officers.

21               ASST. CHIEF WILLIAMS:  They are continuing to

22     make the same salary.  But as far as reward money, I don't

23     know.  I have to find out.

24               MS. SMITH:  Can we find out next week?

25               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, excuse me.  There's no
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1     reward for police officers functioning in their capacity

2     I'm aware of.  So there is no reward.  That is the nature

3     of their job.

4               Okay.  Yes, ma'am.

5               MS. LOPEZ:  Thank you for the opportunity.  My

6     name is Consuela Lopez.  I live in and love Southwest

7     Detroit.

8               First thing is you asked about stats for -- with

9     emigrant residents coming to report crimes.  I work

10     directly with a lot of the residents here, and I can -- I

11     would love to come and talk to you in person and give you

12     actual like updates on the problems that we find.  They are

13     not coming -- they are not reporting because there is that

14     fear.  And I am working close in hand with the commander

15     and the captain, as well as FBI and HSI in that in making

16     some type of a neutral ground, which is the Community

17     Safety Hub.  And I'll get to that point later.

18               Human trafficking.  I am working diligently with

19     HSI, FBI, and DPD and council president Brenda Jones in

20     regards to human trafficking.  And our civilian patrol

21     group has assisted DPD and FBI in resolving some of the

22     cases that impacted the quality of life here in Southwest

23     Detroit.

24               And the last two things are the happiest; is that

25     is the Hispanic Police Officers Association is having our
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1     fifth annual scholarship fundraiser next Thursday at

2     Giovanna's Lounge which is on Vernor.  And I would not mind

3     sharing that information.  I hope you all can come.

4     Because we've had 23 kids who are all DACA who are now

5     going to Harvard, Princeton, MIT in full rides.  So we want

6     you guys to come out and help us celebrate that.

7               And the last one is, on June 29th will be our

8     first anniversary of the Community Safety Hub.  It's the

9     first ever community safety led by residents working

10     closely with law enforcement; local, state and federal.

11     And we would love to invite you all to celebrate our first

12     year, and I will not mind sharing that information with

13     you.  And think you so much.  And that's it.

14               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

15               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Could you please give

16     the date and time for the scholarship event again.

17               MS. LOPEZ:  It's June 15th.  What time is it?

18     It's at 5:00.  I just got nervous all of a sudden because I

19     never stood up here and talk to anybody.  It's at 5:00.

20     And I think I sent out an email for that.

21               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Okay.

22               MS. LOPEZ:  Gracias.

23               COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  No.  Thank you.

24               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, I want to

25     entertain a motion for adjournment at this time.
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1               I want to thank all of you for coming out this

2     evening.  We're going to have fellowship, and there's a

3     meal.  And Marathon, thank you for being a great host.

4     We'll have that time to interact too.

5               COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Move for adjournment.

6               COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Support.

7               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved and

8     supported?

9               Discussion?

10               Those's in favor aye.

11               THE BOARD:  Aye.

12               COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

13               Motion carried.  We stand adjourned.  Thank you

14     once again, and have a great evening.

15               (At 8:16 p.m., proceeding concluded)
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