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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, May 28, 2015
About 3:01 p.m.
(Police Chief Craig and Commissioners Burton,
Taylor, and Carter not present).
CHATIRPERSON BELL: Good afternoon.
AUDIENCE: Good afternoon.
CHAIRPERSON BELL: And welcome to the weekly
meeting of the Board of Police Commission. I am your
Chair Willie Bell, District 4.
At this time, I would ask Commissioner

Donnell White, if he would be so kind, for opening

prayer.
COMMISSIONER WHITE: TIf we could pause.
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask that you bless
this occasion. Put us on like mindedness, that we may

move the agenda for the betterment of your community
and of your people.

We ask that you give a special hedge of
protection around the men and women who serve this
great city.

Bless those who are in route to and as we
leave this place.

We give you all the honor, the glory, and the

praise, to your name, amen.
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AUDIENCE: Amen.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Amen.

Thank you, Commissioner White.

At this time, I am going to ask the Board
Secretary George Anthony to conduct a rollcall, please.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

Vice Chair, Lisa Carter?

Commissioner Willie E. Burton is upstairs.
He will be —— I am sure he will be down shortly, sir.

Commissioner Reginald Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Eva Garza
Dewaelsche and Commissioner Conrad Mallett have asked
to be excused.

Commissioner Ricardo R. Moore?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Richard
Shelby?

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Jessica
Taylor?

Commissioner Bishop Edgar Vann?

COMMISSIONER VANN: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: And Commissioner
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Donnell R. White?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Mr. Chair, you have a
quorum.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Outstanding.

It's my pleasure to introduce Assistant Chief
James White, sitting in for Chief Craig.

A.C. WHITE: Good afternoon.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Good to see you, sir.

Mr. Anthony, would you introduce the staff
for the Board of Police Commission, please.

SECRETARY ANTHONY : Yes, sir.

We have Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake, our Chief
Investigator. We have Mr. Robert Brown, who is our
Administrative Assistant. We also have Sergeant Alan
Quinn who is recording our proceeding. And Ms. Rhonda
Foster from Hanson Court Reporting Service.

That completes the introduction, sir.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.

Commissioners, you have before you the agenda
for the meeting this afternoon. The Chair would
entertain a motion to approve the minutes. I am sorry,
the agenda.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Supported.
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CHAIRPERSON BELL: TIt's properly moved and
supported.

Ready for the question, those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?

Motion carried.

The next item of business would be approval
of the minutes from Thursday, May the 21st, 2015.

The Chair would entertain a motion to that
effect.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: So moved.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Support.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: It has been properly moved
and supported.

Ready for the gquestion. Those in favor, aye?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?

Motion carried.

(Chief Craig entered the proceedings at

about 3:03 p.m.)

CHATRPERSON BELL: I want to pause. The
Chief need no introduction, but we are going to
introduce him for the record. Chief Craig, James
Craig.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you.
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CHATRPERSON BELL: Good to see you this
afternoon.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you.

(Commissioner Burton entered the proceedings

at about 3:04 p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I don't really have a
formal report for this meeting here.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Mr. Chair, may I?
Commissioner Burton has arrived.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Commissioner Burton?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: He is sitting to my right.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: The one and only Willie
Burton.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Present, Mr. Chair.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.

Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

I just want to point out that the
commissioners should have in their possession by
e-mail, that would be the draft of the 2014 Annual
Report. Hopefully you have received that.

(Commissioner Carter entered the proceedings

at about 3:04 p.m.)

CHATRPERSON BELL: And if you have any
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concerns, any suggestions, or notes, respond to the
Board Secretary, we would appreciate it, because we
want to move that item right along with your input.

And also we asked last week that you have the
strategic planning draft also in your possession. And
so hopefully you have responded to that. If you have
any concerns, any issues, that we can move that item
into the Board agenda next week, I think, as it is
scheduled, on that particular note. So those two items
I just ask that you do diligent in terms of reviewing
those two items.

And the third item would be that we have two
hearings coming up next week, so you have that
notification package, you should have those items too.
So please take your time to read those appeals, two
candidates for the Academy. So you have that in your
package, so hopefully —-- I just want to make sure that
we have been duly served and that we have the
documentation, that we can move forward next week on
those two issues.

So that would be my reporting out.

And I just want to say Chief Craig, I would
say once again, we served up all your accolades last
week at the Board Meeting. And I had an opportunity to

speak to your renewal contract for two more years. But
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say at this meeting, once again, we are

looking forward to those two years plus —-

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: -- since you denied the

rumors that you —-- Chicago —-

he is not

one.

them.

expressed

terms of your reappointment to Chief of Police.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Chicago, Los Angeles.
CHATRPERSON BELL: Those have been dispelled.
CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Right.

CHATRPERSON BELL: And like the Mayor said,
running —--

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Cincinnati.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I didn't know about that

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: There is a bunch of

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. So the Board

their support, you know, across the table in

We all

agree that you have been doing outstanding for the last

two years.

And we are looking forward to more

outstanding work and relationship with this Board. So

just really pleased that you have the opportunity to go

forward.

I think it is in the best interest of the

City of Detroit, and especially the Detroit Police

Department. And I was pleased to see that your family
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was out there in terms of supporting, even though you
forgot to introduce them.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: It was taking me off
my flow.

CHATRPERSON BELL: I know. I know.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: I had it planned for
the very end. But --

CHAIRPERSON BELL: The Mayor stepped in.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Yes, he did. But I
appreciate those kind words.

And certainly to the Board, I appreciate your
support. This has certainly been the most challenging
two years in my 38 years in policing. But it has been
very rewarding too. So I appreciate that.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you.

And I just want to say that I never attended
a ceremony of that nature. And I was just impressed by
the room in terms of the filled to capacity in terms of
cross—-section of people that attended and spoke highly
of you, and in terms of that type of support.

And I apologize to the Board. We did not get
the information out to them in a timely manner, but I
think in the haste of the Mayor office and all of that,
but I apologize on behalf that process —-- they didn't

get the proper notification. But in spirit they were

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
| COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 313_567-8100



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/28/2015

Page 10

there.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: I believe that.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: I asked a couple of
the Board, said, where were you? And they said, well,
we didn't get a formal invitation. I say, well, I
called —-

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Beg your pardon?

MS. SMITH: We didn't either.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Well, you show up at
everything.

MS. SMITH: We felt left out.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I just want to say I know

we had an officer was shot in the line of duty last

week.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I assume that officer is
doing well.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: And I want to talk
briefly.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Okay. Why don't you do it
now.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
I did want to talk because it 1is critical.

First let me say, and I know there is a presentation
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set, certainly, the Commander, Captain, certainly did a
phenomenal job in managing what I would describe as a
very tense situation.

I have been on a number of these barricade
suspects, both here and other cities. I will tell you
this one was one that from the beginning, it just
didn't feel right. I mean, first, the suspect, you
know, who had some recent history of mental illness
that was not documented, we learned this, he went over
to his mother-in-law's house, shot the house up. And
what was interesting that really didn't get
communicated out in the news is that he left that
location, with his family, or went —-—- or returned to
his residence where his family was at and took them
hostage. Probably five or so family members.

But what was interesting, the initial
responding officers, they got there, responded in, and
met with the suspect who was armed with a shotgun. He
pointed that shotgun at the officers. Clearly, they
had an opportunity to use deadly force. And in having
a conversation with them at the scene that morning,
they articulated to me that they were very concerned if
they had used deadly force, that it may have caused
harm to the family. So they opted not to. Putting

their own safety ahead of, you know, very important.
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So they quickly did the right thing. Our SRT got out
there quickly. Lengthy negotiation with the suspect.

Once I arrived there, I was closely
monitoring the dialogue with Commander Barren, and it
was clear at different points that the suspect could
have gone either way. At times he would come and
display a weapon. He was armed with a pistol and a
shotgun.

And at some point during the negotiation, we
believed he was going to surrender. He released all
the hostages except for one, his wife.

We were certainly concerned about her safety.
In fact, we met with her son, not in common with the
suspect. He is a 1l5-year-old young man, who said, he
is going to kill our mom. He was convinced on that
based on the actions that we knew about, some things he
had said prior.

Well, of course, that didn't happen. He
preferred we go in, basically neutralize the threat. I
explained to him that we were going to do everything we
could to keep his mom safe and his step-father.

And so negotiations were going well, and it
became problematic. Once he let the hostages go, he
put on an army fatigue jacket and literally jumped out

off the front porch. And as he did that, he
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immediately began firing, striking one of our tactical
team members. The suspect was armed with a shotgun,
birdshot. Probably if he had been armed with buckshot
or a Magnum round in the shotgun, we might be talking
about the officer's funeral.

I am absolutely convinced that the round that
the officer took, it struck his helmet, there was a
clear indentation on the helmet, again, if it had been
a stronger round, it might have been fatal or a
significant injury.

So, of course, the SRT unit responded
quickly. And he was pronounced —— I think he was
pronounced dead at the hospital.

I know that in some subsequent news reports,
the estranged wife made comments that maybe we could
have done more with the PPO to save his life.

Clearly, this individual, again, I want to
emphasize a couple —- the discipline that was out
there, they spent probably five hours negotiating. The
goal was successful resolution. And it just didn't
happen.

What we learned later, in addition to
exhibiting some recent signs of mental illness, he had
some books in his personal vehicle about a tactical

approach to dealing with these kinds of situations. So
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he had a plan. He had recently talked about suicide.
So we think that suicide by cop was his plan.

We also learned later, he had turned all the
gas on in the home. And so when he decided to make the
move out, it was probably in his mind that our reaction
to his action may have caused the house to explode,
thereby taking her out, as well. That didn't happen.
So we were able to get her out successfully.

As you may have saw on some of the subsequent
news reports, the community was very happy in terms of
no harm coming to the wife.

And certainly I had the unfortunate task of
notifying suspect's sister about what happened. She
just happened —-- she was driving in from —-- was it
Ypsilanti or Inkster? She was driving in from Inkster.
And the idea there was that we were going to introduce
her voice in as part of the negotiations.

And so, again, tragic, but I commend the
discipline and the skill set of all those officers.

Three of the officers did use deadly force during this

encounter. We have since —-- they have been seen. One
thing that we have lost, this is the first time -- you
may have heard me talk about our -- a peer counseling

or peer counselors, we just launched this new effort.

We had a couple of doctors out of California come in
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and provide training to about 30 to 40 Department
members who have been in a crisis themselves. And we
wanted to introduce that as an opportunity to help heal
from these type of crisis situations.

Because I worked so closely with them in Los
Angeles, I thought this would be a great opportunity
for DPD. Everybody that was selected was ecstatic
about it. And this was the very first time it was used
with the S.W.A.T. officers. And frankly, they were
very happy about that part of this healing process.

So i1f anybody has any questions about that.

I don't know if the Captain or Commander, you want to
add anything to that?

UNIDENTIFIED CAPTAIN: I think you covered it
pretty well.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I just want to pause to
acknowledge our Vice Chair Lisa Carter arrived about
ten minutes ago. Appreciate your attendance.

Chief, we can continue on with your report.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you. Okay.

And I will talk a little bit about crime.

And one last thing, this was the second
standoff. We recently had a standoff in February of
this year, one of those very cold days, it was a

12-hour standoff with another mentally ill person.
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And it was during this 12-hour standoff that
at one point, the suspect had been firing shots, but
actually fired shots at the —-- what we call the
BearCat, the vehicle that has ballistic protection. I
bring that up for two reasons. One, in that situation,
I am absolutely convinced that the characteristics of
that vehicle may have saved personnel that was inside
during negotiation because the vehicle was shot. My
aide, who was also an SRT member, was part of the
negotiations. He was one of the members that was shot
at, that was in that incident.

And then we fast forward to just last

weekend. Our SRT member who took a round in the face
and —-- well, part of the shotgun pellet in the face and
his helmet.

Again, there's been a lot of dialogue about
the militarization of police departments. There is a
time and place for wearing helmets, for having armored
vehicles. We are not talking about driving tanks down
the street on patrol.

We are talking about for the sole purpose of
protecting lives, not just the lives of the men and
women who do this work, but also our citizens, because
the BearCat, as it is called, can be deployed to

facilitate a rescue operation of a citizen who might be
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down from gunfire, as well as a police officer. So
those things matter. And what we do a lot here in

Detroit, unlike a lot of other cities, that armored
vehicle will go up close and personal to the location.
And that's where negotiations are taking place. So
without that, we would be at an extreme disadvantage.

Certainly, again, if the officer was not
wearing that helmet, we might be talking about planning
a funeral. That's just the reality of it. $So I wanted
to make sure I got that point on the record.

As it relates to crime, we are still trending
downward. Some good news, for the first time, you
know, I reported out last that we were up in homicides
and we have been up in non-fatal shootings. But for
the first time, we were actually even with nonfatal
shootings, or is LaValley, David LaValley here? Are we
down one shooting? I think we are down one shooting,
non-fatal shooting incident. We are still up in
homicide, but in overall violent crime, we are down
4 percent.

In the area of robbery, we are down 17
percent. Carjacking we are down 19 percent. All
property crime, we are down 18 percent, which we have
an overall Part 1 crime reduction, which includes both

violent and property, 14 percent. And I just -- if you
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could bear in mind that these stats are compared to
last year, where we also saw some dramatic reductions.
So we are still trending in the right way.

And I am not suggesting that in any way that
our work 1is over. But the good news is we are in the

second quarter, and we are starting to see somewhat of

a slowdown, but probably not enough. But we are still
in the overall reduction. So that's my report out on
crime.

The last thing I want to talk about, and I
have gotten mixed reaction, certainly we had this past
weekend a violent carjacking crew, I guess that's the
best way to describe it, was on a 24-hour crime spree,
starting with a carjacking incident, which led to a
drive-by shooting, which then led to yet a second
carjacking. Then a third carjacking where the
gentleman was murdered at a gas station. And then
right after that carjacking incident -- well, that was

attempted carjacking, then they carjacked a fourth

vehicle. It was three car jackings and one attempted
carjacking. The wvictim in that incident was pistol
whipped. So this group of three were on a 24-hour

crime spree.
And so through the diligent and hard work of

our investigators, our auto what we call CATS, they
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worked around the clock, literally worked around the
clock and brought a sense of closure. They ended up
arresting three suspects. Certainly, we had the help
from the State Police, the Task Force was involved in
that, involving CATS, representation from Wayne State,
Oakland County, and I might be missing one other. But
in any event, there was an arrest made.

So at the following day press conference, the
Detroit News decided to take out of context what I
said. Frankly, the initial headline read, Detroit
Police Chief Says Don't Buy Gas in Detroit. On the
record I will tell you that was an absolute untruth.

Now, what I did say when asked the question
about buying gas at night, I said, no, but then I said,
if I had to, I would. Well, in my mind, what my
thoughts were, is for one, I don't have a job
necessarily where I am working at night. And so if I
am not working at night, I am not going to set my alarm
clock for 2:00 in the morning to get up and buy gas.

But I then took the liberty to say that, you
know, to caution our community, which is part of my
job, I believe, that if we see that there is a trend,
that people should be aware of their surroundings.
They should be aware, day or night. But particularly,

when we look at, you know, the trend of carjackings,
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and while I report to you that they are down,
certainly, there is some common, common aspects of car
jackings at gas stations. One, sometimes they are in
not-so-well-1it areas, that they are dirty locations,
they are unsafe, there is loitering. But one thing
that's clear, the majority of them that happen at gas
stations occur probably between the hours of 11:00 and
3:00 a.m. in the morning.

So 1if you are going to buy gas, you should be
aware. Not just in Detroit, anywhere in the country.

Now, if somebody finds that a problematic
statement, shame on you. I have a responsibility to
report the truth. I never said that we should not buy
gas overnight. But if we should, at 2:00, 3:00 in the
morning, how about we just use a little caution.

So, of course, I had a very spirited
conversation with Detroit News who opted to change the
title or the headline of the story, which just
basically said that I am warning people to just be
aware, whatever the headline said. But people continue
to seize on this issue, and the problem I have with it,
and I felt a need to bring it to your attention,
because I am sure someone would have questions about
it, is that, you know, I have a responsibility. One,

to tell the truth, be transparent about it, offer wise
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advice based on what we are saying. But I would never
as a police chief of any major city say, do not buy gas
in the City of Detroit. This is irresponsible. And we
know that some of our gas station owners, which we work
with, are doing a phenomenal job.

However, there are others that are part of
the problem. Just last week, we had an operation,
whatever we call it, Fill Up, and we focused on gas
stations in the 9th Precinct. And at this one
location, we had had eyes, or we had been watching the
location because we knew that drugs were being sold in
and out and around the gas station. We observed that a
drug deal had consummated. And we went in, detained
the suspect, made the arrest. And this owner,
ironically, has been a problem location. We have
handled somewhere between I think in that one location,
if I am correct, 75 calls over a three-month period.

And so if we want to sit here and say that
some of our gas stations haven't been a problem, that's
not true. Many of you —- I have been here 23 months —-
you could tell the stories better than I can.

So in closing on that issue, so one thing we
know about carjackings are down year-to-date, so out of
161 car jackings that we have had in the city of

Detroit this year, 28 of them occurred at gas stations,
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while this time last year, 42 occurred. And so we are
up in arrests, we have made 68 carjacking arrests
total. So we are trending in the right direction.

But what I had my staff do over the past
18 months, just to give you an example, pull reports in
the most problematic locations. So at the top, we have
one gas station where there's been a report of 103
incidents. That's a problem.

So when you talk about our lean staffing, and
we are handling an inordinate amount of calls for
service at gas stations because the owner may have
refused to cooperate, it is draining our resources. It
is taking officers out of the field.

Here is another example. So in another gas
station, over this 18-month period, three sexual
assaults, 14 robberies, seven aggravated assaults.
That's just not acceptable. And then another gas
station where we had the one homicide. Another gas
station we saw where we had two homicides and two
sexual assaults. That's a problem. And it affects the
neighborhood.

So our commitment is we are going to continue
to work through our Neighborhood Police Officers, our
narcotics units, and our TRU unit to address these

issues in and around gas stations, because it is a
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problem. But certainly not a problem where the police
chief would ever say, do not buy gas in Detroit.
Totally false statement. Yeah, it would sell papers,
it would be good national news, but certainly not true.

So in my report, I would like —-- if anyone
has any questions, I would be more than happy to answer
them.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Commissioners, questions
or concerns to the Chief?

I just want to say I acknowledge the issue
that we have with service stations, and we all know
that certain places you have to be really
conscientious. If you have got family members, we
always advise them, ATM in service station at
nighttime, ATMs in service stations, you really have to
be on your Ps and Qs in terms of monitoring the
situation. So we understand. And so hopefully, I
think the citizens understand those issues too because
we all conscientious about those issues.

So we appreciate it.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Mr. Chairman, I just
wanted to also add on that, you know, because we are
about the business of public safety, and you brought up
the issue of ATMs, one of the things that certainly, a

great best practice in many cities, not just Detroit,
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but people find police stations a safe haven because
they are open 24 hours a day and staffed by police
officers.

And so one of the things that we did,
certainly under the leadership of James White,
Assistant Chief James White, we just recently deployed
ATMs —-- in every police station? Or how many --

A.C. WHITE: We are missing one precinct
right now.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Which one is that?

A.C. WHITE: Number 5.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Number 5. That's
because they are opening a new station.

So we are excited about that. This is
another service for the community, that if someone
needs to get money after hours, 2:00 in the morning,
instead of standing at the kiosk that's out in the
open, I don't recommend it. But should the banks now
be upset because I am saying, you probably should not
be drawing cash out in an unprotected open kiosk on the
corner, walking up? That's in any city. I wouldn't

take money out of an open ATM in Beverly Hills,

California, just to be candid. But -- so we see this
as a great opportunity. So there are kiosks or ATM
machines in the various police stations. As you know,
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when I came here 23 months ago, police stations were
closed at 4:00.

CHATRPERSON BELL: That's the truth.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Which was ridiculous.
But they are open, and now people desiring to get cash
at 2:00, 3:00 in the morning, they can go to their
local police station.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Through the Chair.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Chief, do you have an
update on the attempted abduction of the young ladies
in Northwest Detroit, the Chicago/Evergreen area, as
well as the l4-year-old girl that was raped?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: You know, through the
Chair, that's still an active investigation.

Certainly, there is a sketch that has been distributed.
We have gotten some tips. It is right now kind of
slowed down. You know, the suspect at one point was
very active in a matter of -— I forget how many days
over a few days period, there were four incidents. But
because of the news coverage, for the most part, he is
gone. We are following up on some leads. There is
one, without going into detail in this open meeting,

that we feel good about, but I cannot say for sure,
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but —-- so we are still working those cases.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Is that the same person
with the 14-year-old?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Two separate
incidents.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Any updates on the
l4-year-o0ld?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: No new updates on
that.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Okay.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Oh, and by the way, I
want to backtrack, on this suspect, you know, the
shooting of the individual at the gas station, we have
been able to clear an additional homicide. I will tell
you that it was so unfortunate. You know, many times I
will say that sometimes two lives are affected or lost,

but the young man who was involved in this situation

has never —- doesn't have a criminal record, which is a
problem. Never had a criminal -- no, not involved in
any crime. And so it makes you wonder, why did this

24-hour crime spree start? And I will tell you, very
violent.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Through the Chair, the
brawl that happened at the gas station on Hoover and I

believe it was Seven Mile.
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CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Yes.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Do you have any update?
It was very disturbing to see what happened in broad
daylight. And females of -- young females, fighting in
broad daylight like that. 1Is there any update? Do you
have any leads on who they are or have they been
identified yet?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Through the Chair, we
are working that one. We just became aware of it.
What's ironic about that particular gas station, I
visited that location with the precinct captain not
even a week prior.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Right.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: And the reason why we
went to this location, believe it or not, this was a
gas station that I think over three months, that had
something like 94 calls for service. And it is in
close proximity to I think Denby.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Osborn.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Osborn. Basically
across the street. It has been a problem location.

And so we have asked the captain to move very quickly,
in putting some closure, to identify. But this is just
one of many issues impacting that location.

So we are going to make an example out of a
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gas station or two, working with the other members of
the city family. Because it has got to stop. And you
are right, that was a very troubling video. But that's
just an example of the kind of things that go on.

And so here we are talking about broad
daylight. If anybody is driving by and needs fuel, are
they going to stop at a gas station?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: No.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: We can't have that.

Thank you.
COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you.
COMMISSIONER VANN: Mr. Chair-?
CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.
COMMISSIONER VANN: To the Chief. That
particular —— I am very aware of that particular gas

station. I had a group called Made Men. And we worked
in that area for a long time in the Osborn area. And,
you know, that is a very hot trouble spot there. There
is a lot going on at that gas station, which I am sure
you are aware of. And there are other such hot spots,
you know, throughout the city.

And what I am most appreciative of is the
Chief's personal attention to a number of these
different areas. He has been there. You know. He has

talked to the folks. He has talked to the gas station
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owners, some of which needed a talking to, to be
perfectly honest. Others, of course, doing a good job.
But the personal attention, the Chief on the street
concept, I think is working in Detroit. And I wanted
to just compliment you for that, because I have worked
under a lot of different chiefs. And they don't always
have the same concept.

CHATIRPERSON BELL: Two or three.

COMMISSIONER VANN: It is about my sixth
Chief I have worked under.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Over what period?

COMMISSIONER VANN: Five chiefs in seven

years the first time. And now Chief Craig.

But I just —-- that personal attention,
knowing that he is going to show up. He is going to
get the information firsthand. It is not going to be

filtered information. And, you know, accountability is
going to be demanded, as well. And then there is a
return visit at some point, where he can check on the
progress of it. I just think it is a positive,
positive strategy toward eliminating crime at the
street level.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: And through the
Chair, just in response. Thank you, Reverend Vann, for

that comment.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
| COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 313_567-8100



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/28/2015

Page 30

And just to kind of -—- we are going to use
this list, this past 18-month list as kind of a
template of the most problematic gas stations.

But what we are really going to take a closer
look at, it is one thing for us to go by there and have
a conversation with the owner, while this one where the
fight took place is a problem, another one that we went
to on Friday where the drug dealing occurred inside,
that is probably ranking number one on our list. We
want to move very swiftly to holding that owner
accountable, even if it means shutting that gas station
down. Because we can keep going back, have the same
conversations. And as you pointed out, Reverend Vann,
that gas station has been a problem for years. And the
community knows it.

And so we have got to put teeth in it.
Certainly, I am asking for the Board support. I know
many of you represent different districts. And I think
this is something that we can collectively work
together on. And even if we take a gas station in each
of the districts, I am sure this list here, each
district is represented. And we will just go after it.
And I think it might be worth -- it will show a
collaborative effort. And I know that the Mayor's

folks are very interested in this, as well.
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So I think if we work this together, and
really go after the licensings, because like, for
example, the one gas station where the owner allowed
the drugs to be sold, you know, there was a list of
conditions that he agreed to. But he has only
satisfied out of a list of 15 maybe two. And so
certainly with cameras there, we think and thought that
the cameras might cause him —- he said all the right
things on camera, but what we do know, he is absolutely
part of the problem. We know that. And so we have got
to hold him accountable for it. Because it is not just
arresting someone that comes inside and deals drugs.
Someone is allowing that to happen.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Mr. Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, sir, through the
Chair.

Chief, that gas station at Seven Mile and
Hoover, that is in —-— not only in my district, but in
my neighborhood. I don't buy gas there.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Be careful. Be
careful.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Nor do I buy gas at
Seven Mile and Van Dyke. Having a history of —-- I
don't know, some 15 years ago, I marched with a number

of groups on gas stations in the city of Detroit,
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mobilized the citizens, where we actually closed them
down for various issues that has occurred, such as some
of the ones that you mentioned, and even there were
some that were of lesser issues that occurred, such as
just disrespect in the community in selling certain
products to the community that should not have been
tolerated, that we didn't tolerate it at the particular
time. So look forward to getting a copy of your list,
particularly the ones in my district.

(Commissioner Taylor entered proceedings

at about 3:39 p.m.)

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Okay. We can
certainly make this available. And again, we can work
on someone —— if one of the districts has a gas
station, let's make it a project, we will get our
Neighborhood Police Officers, and we will go out.
Because the two that I made reference to today,
certainly are two stations that we want to, you know,
set the bar on in terms of changing.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: And the community, I
will tell you, for example, we were out on Friday where
we got the individual who was dealing drugs, community
member after community member approached and said, this

station has been a problem forever. And something has
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got to happen. And so it is just —-- it is overdue.
COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Thank you.
CHATRPERSON BELL: The Chair will recognize
Commissioner Jessica Taylor, her arrival. Thank you
for your attendance this afternoon.
All right. I think that was really a needed
dialogue. And I appreciate the hands on too. And I
know I am willing to help out Commissioner Crawford

because I don't have a gas station like that in my

district. But we are willing to target his district.
We clean it up first. We might have some on the
borderline.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: I think there are a
few across the city. Trust me.

CHATRPERSON BELL: I understand.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: I would just like to
ask the Chief how many gas stations signed up so far
this year for the Greenlight Initiative program.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Through the Chair,
that's a great question because we want to push that.
We have got 15 to date.

Now, here is a bit of good news, because I
had not talked about it much in terms of -- we have had
some issues around some of the party slash liquor

stores, you know, there have been some problematic
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locations. I met with an organization that

represents —-- and some owners. And they want to become
part of the lighthouse, the Greenlight, and so what we
have decided to do, because we want owners of
businesses that do the right things, that have clean,
well-1it, and those instances where they need security,
because again, that gives a service to our
neighborhoods. So we are going to bring in some of
those liquor store slash party stores to be great
examples. So we have the 15 gas stations. I think 11
McDonald's are coming online because they are 24-hour
locations. We know that the party stores, markets are
not 24 hours, but we want to bring them in. And so
they are very pro that. I have Commander Todd Bettison
who is doing a wonderful job at driving that effort.
And so we —-- how many McDonald's do we have so far? Is
it 11.

COMMANDER BETTISON: Yes, sir.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Eleven McDonalds, but
we still need more gas stations. And so I think this
effort, this renewed effort, might give us an
opportunity to kind of get more signed up.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Thank you, Chief.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: You are welcome.
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CHATRPERSON BELL: I guess our next item
would be TRU, Tactical Response Unit.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Good afternoon to the

Board, Chair, Vice Chair, Chief. I am Captain Williams
of the Metropolitan Division. I am here with Commander
Barren. Deputy Chief Hall, she is —-- our unit is under

her, in her absence.

What we are going to do is just do a quick
presentation on the Tactical Response Unit.

The primary objective is to address violent
crimes. This is aggravated crimes and, of course, a
lot of this, the Chief had already talked about.

One arrest of note from our unit is in early,
mid, mid April, one of our units made an arrest of a
serial rapist and ended that spree. So that's —-- in
addition to that, they do a lot of gun arrests or CCW,
concealed weapons in vehicles, concealed weapons on
persons arrests.

The operational manpower of the unit: They
have currently one lieutenant, two sergeants, and 19
police officers.

Inception: The Tactical Response Unit was
deployed on November 25th, 2013. Generally, they
receive their deployment through the crime intelligence

unit. That can also be changed by 2400 or the captain
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who works the night shift. And when that happens, the
captain can direct them to either respond to Downtown,
because they have an event, or he can put them in
service on runs.

The operational plan: Currently the Tactical
Response Unit is a seven-day operation. We are
uniformed patrol. They utilize fully marked scout
cars. Their scout cars are a bit -- they stand out, in
that they have gold letters. They will be the only
gold lettered writing you see in the city of Detroit on
their scout cars. The unit works from 2000, or
8:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m., Sundays through Saturday. And
the hours are subject to change based on events we have
in the city.

Current statistics: And this is
year—-to-date, calendar year, from January, up to I
believe we submitted our slide deck on I want to say
May 21st. So as of May 21st, we have had 115 total
arrests, that's going to include misdemeanor arrests.
So if you are looking through this, try to add the
numbers up, they won't add up to 115 because we have
included the misdemeanor statistics in it. We have had
47 CCW person, which is concealed weapons on a person.
We have had 30 concealed weapons in a motor vehicle

arrests, 16 narcotics arrests. And of all these
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arrests, we have recovered 77 firearms. That's going
to be both pistols and rifles or long guns.

Arrests, continued: We have seven armed
robbery arrests, two homicide arrests, one arrest for
criminal sexual conduct, and three arrests for
possession of stolen motor wvehicles.

In addition to combating violent crimes in
the city, the Tactical Response Unit has a couple of
additional tasks that are very important. They are one
of the city's primary force for mobile field force. So
they are activated in those instances where we know we
are going to have events where we are going to have
rowdy crowds, possibly riotous crowds. They also are
placed on standby for special details, as well.

They assist SRT with barricaded gunman, and
primarily what they will do is —- the precinct units
will be the first responding unit. They will take up
the outer perimeter on traffic, traffic positions.

Once the Metropolitan Division is activated, we move in
all of our assets that include TRU. They will take
over those positions for the precinct unit, so the
precinct units can go back in service.

And one other thing they do on barricaded
gunman situations, they will assist SRT with the

acceptance of surrender. So if you have someone in a
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house, we will accept that surrender. They will call
them out. Back them down. They will secure that
person. Then they will pass it off to our officers.
And that can be both for the subject, and also for
hostages that may be inside the residence or location.

They are also trained in low level search
warrants. And what this means is they receive the raid
entry training from SRT, so they can actually active
raid crews.

Questions?

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Questions, Commissioners,
concerns?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: I just have a comment,
through the Chair.

I just want to commend you and Commander
Barren. I have seen you in 2nd precinct, 6th precinct,
10th Precinct. You are very active in what you do.
And I just want to say thank you.

(Applause) .

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: There are no questions?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: I have a question.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Through the Chair.

So your daily assignment, you don't know day

to day where you are going? Is that how it happens?

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 OO



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/28/2015

Page 39

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: What happens is we receive
a daily deployment from the crime intelligence unit.
And that deployment tells us where we are going to go.
And that deployment is based on the last 24 hours.
They actually have one officer at the crime
intelligence unit that goes through all of the reports
from the previous day.

So there is two things that can happen. It
can be either a short-term deployment process or a
long-term deployment process. Meaning it can be
because of the last 24 hours, or it could be for a
pattern that presented itself over a long period of
time. So in the absence of that deployment, either the
commander or I will deploy or the supervisors for TRU
deploy themselves.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Through the Chair.

Just to follow up, for example, the captain
talked about the sexual assault suspect. Certainly
that was a violent crime that was creating a lot of
fear. And they were assigned to work those areas where
we believe most likely the suspect was working.

Whenever we see a trend that's emerging, like
if there is a -- and while —-- even though our robberies
are down year-to-date, if we see, say, a trend of

robberies along Gratiot between the hours of say 7:00
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and 11:00 p.m., then the TRU unit would go out and work
that area based on information they have on certain
suspects. And it can be very effective and has been a
very effective tool. When you look at our crime
reduction efforts, that's one of the reasons, because
they are strategically deployed into areas that we want
to reduce crime.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Any other questions or
concerns?

Captain?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Yes. Somebody said that
was very short. And if she would like me to go longer,
I can probably add some stuff.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: We like them short and
sweet and to the point.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.

CHATRPERSON BELL: And your reputation
precedes you. So we know what you are engaged and that
you are involved and we really appreciate your unit.

CAPTAIN WILLTIAMS: Thank you, sir.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: One question.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Through the Chair.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Most of your CCW
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arrests, CCW motor vehicles, are they done through
traffic enforcement?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: They are done through --
they are done through I will say a combination of
traffic enforcement, meaning that it will be the
initial traffic violation that institute the stop, but
some of them also are done by tips. So our officers,
they are engaged in a lot of conversations with like
the bouncers who work at certain clubs, work at certain
bars, they will give them a call. They will say, hey,
we have —-- they will give a vehicle description,
occupant description, and they will give us the
description of the weapon that will be in the vehicle.
So. ..

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.
Appreciate it.

Before we move on to standing committee, I
would ask Commander Bettison to come forward to the
mic. And if you would, report out on what took place
at Henry Ford High School this morning.

COMMANDER BETTISON: Oh, absolutely.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

COMMANDER BETTISON: Absolutely. It was —- I
am still —- I still feel good about it. Great event.

Received a request to present to the students, juniors
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and seniors, of what should the children do when
stopped by the police. So myself, Detective Fountain,
who many of you have seen his presentations before, we
put together a presentation. Judge Deborah Thomas was
there, as well. Barb McQuade was there. They had
initially asked for the Chief. The Chief sent
Commander Bettison to go to that location. I went to
the location, was deployed by my Chief. And I did my
best to represent my Chief. So we blew students away.
It was well received.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Chief hat today.

COMMANDER BETTISON: Yeah. Yeah. And the
gentleman from Wayne State University Police
Department, NOBLE, he was there, as well.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Good. Good.

COMMANDER BETTISON: And we triple teamed
them and gave them, you know, what to do. What not to
do. And just that hard love. And also just letting
them know that we love them, we care about them. We
want a peaceful, safe summer interaction.

And Chief, we told them also about the Youth
Summit that we are going to have on June the 25th.

And also met with Bishop Vann right after
that. And we are talking about some great stuff, as

well. And thank you for that information that you gave
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me to the young -- to the gentleman that were
performing at your church. So I have his name, his
contact information, Arthur Cartwright. So I am good
to go.

But it was great. So thank you.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you. I know it was
fantastic. So —-- and keep in mind, I am glad you
represented the Chief since he would not —— if it would
have been Cass Tech, he would have been there, right.

I mean, we will leave it at that.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Donnell is laughing.
You went to Cass Tech, didn't you?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: No.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: But anyway, through
the Chair.

CHATIRPERSON BELL: You know I love Cass. I
love Cass. Especially since my daughter graduated from
Cass. After that, you know how they —--

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Well, through the
Chair, I did want to report and not fail to. We had a
great ceremony on this morning, the U.S. Border Patrol
opened a new headquarters on Jefferson, great facility.
I don't know if any of you had a chance to see it, a
state of the art facility, really is a great

opportunity for —-- that's on the Eastside of town in
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terms of -- and we work very closely with the Border
Patrol, so just wanted to report that out. So thanks
for —-

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, Commander.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Through the Chair.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: The Commander had
mentioned about a June 25th Youth Summit.

COMMANDER BETTISON: Absolutely. We are
still putting the skeleton, the meat on the bones of
it. But we are going to get the information out to the
Board. We are going to be getting it out to everyone.
We are going to really push it.

It is going to be at the Butzel Center. And
it is going to be, like I said, June 25th. And it is
at the one on Kercheval. I don't have the address
committed to my memory, but it's going to be a great
event. We expect well over a thousand kids there.

And then we are doing it in a smart way. We
are utilizing our City resources, so that is our part,
that is our equipment. And we are being frugal. And
we are going to be able to produce a great show for
them.

And we've got a lot of folks coming on board.

You all are familiar with Pastor Moe, and we are
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reaching out and having other folks, and we are adding
them to the —— run a show, so what I will be doing is
sitting down with commissioners, as well, so that we
can get young folks from your various districts
involved.

And we want to make sure that we have a
constant theme of, you know, anti-bullying, say no to
drugs.

We are going to have the youth there take a
peace pledge, as well, a peace pledge for the summer.

So this one, the Chief said, hey, we want
this Youth Summit, originally it was going to be one.
Chief says, you know what, this is a city of
neighborhoods, this is a city of communities. I want
one east, I want one west, and I want one southwest.
So we are doing it throughout the summer to keep that
peace theme going.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Sounds good.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Good.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Outstanding. Thank you,
Commander.

Okay. Any other standing committee reports?
I am going to be working on due diligence to make sure
we regroup on that.

So any new business? Any —-
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Under old business, attorney to the Board,
Linda Bernard, provided an e-mail to the subject matter
of Officer Lorenzo Jones. I shared it with the Board.
Since we voted on two different occasions affirming and
not-so affirming, it stands in the hands of the
Department in reference to this matter. So from my
understanding, also going to revisit in terms of
rewriting the manual to address secondary employment.
So I just wanted to share that with you. So there will
be another action that this Board will be taking on
that matter.

Announcement: Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, June the 4th, right here at Headquarters.
Very, very important meeting. So hopefully,
Commissioners, you will put it on your calendar because
we have two hearings, appeals I should say, at 3:00.

And our Community Meeting will be -- it is at
District —-- June 11lth, Greater Apostolic Faith,
4735 West Fort. I am trying to see this without
reading it, so —— but that's in Commissioner Carter's
district?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Yes. Fort Street.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Fort Street, West Fort
Street, right?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Near Clark.
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CHAIRPERSON BELL: And now item number 15
would be oral communication from the audience. Please
give your name and limit your comments to two minutes.
We would appreciate it.

MS. HILL: Yes. My name is Brenda Hill. I
am with Mothers of Murdered Children. Resident Andrea
Clark is here, as well.

I usually come before the Board to just tell
my story. But today I come to ask you for something.
And I come with a heavy heart, because my son has been
murdered for six years this past April. And I have had
to come to the realization that nobody is going to find
those killers, and —-

MS. SMITH: Take your time.

MS. HILL: I can't do it.

MS. CLARK: To the Board.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, ma'am.

MS. CLARK: All the commissioners, Chief
Craig, I am the President/Founder of Mothers of
Murdered Children. We have reached out to have a ——
oh, my name is Andrea Clark. I am sorry. Thank you,
Commissioner.

We reached out to have a meeting with you
because we think that we can do you some good. We can

help you.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 OO



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/28/2015

Page 48

We have drawn up a resolution with mothers
organizations across the nation to declare homicide a
public health issue. And with that legislation, it
becomes a bill, we can get those Federal dollars in
here to handle some of the programs that we need to
kind of curb the violence, if not stop it all together.

Mental health is one of the biggest issues,
as you can see, with the barricaded gunman. And those
issues are going to continue to happen until we get
Federal funding to bring back mental health issues.

Also, June the 5th, we are traveling to D.C.
to present that resolution to Congress.

We have presented it to City Council. It
just has not been adopted.

The Wayne County Commissioners have adopted
the resolution.

And I would really like for you to take a
look at it as well as the Commissioners.

We have been supported and endorsed by the
NAACP. And I want to thank them for that.

It is time for us to try to do something to
stop the violence. And one thing I really want to say
real quick is that whatever we can do as citizens to
assist you, and not your job.

I want to introduce to you, as well, a
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project that was done in California called Next of Kin
model. So that we can work with you to try to change
some of this, get homicides investigations kind of
completed and closed.

That's it. Thank you so much for your time.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Go ahead, Brenda.

MS. HILL: Can I just say that I spoke with
the Chief at the Grace meeting, at the Grace Church
meeting.

And since then, I spoke with
Commander —-- Deputy Chief Hall. And she has not gotten
back with us.

And then I spoke with Yvette Walker, the
scheduler, and she has not gotten back with us.

And I just talked to Commander Bettison, and
he says —-

But I am out here all the time. And if it
takes that much to get in touch with the Chief, what
about the people who can't speak up? This is the city
that we live in. And this should not be this way. I
really need your support.

I sent the resolution to Willie Bell. And he
will pass it all out with you. And we spoke to the
Bishop, as well. And we would like to speak to you

personally so that you understand that we are not
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only —- are talking the talk, we walk the walk, and I
have to walk that walk knowing that my son is dead on
the streets of Detroit, the city that I love. And
other people have to do, but we have to change this.
This should not be six years later, five police chiefs,
and you know, I had to pause when I heard you were
going to be here two more years because that gives me a
little bit of hope that somebody will listen. I have
had to tell this story to five police chiefs that did
not care. And if I have to do it, imagine the other
people.

We are trying to go to Washington to change
this, to make homicide a mental health issue, so that
we start touching the places that cause this.

We have got another five-year-old dead in
another city. That's a mental health issue. They
starved this baby to death. As well as the one in
Martin Luther King home, I don't know, but I do know
that we need your help. We can't do it by ourselves.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, ma'am. And I
received your e-mail, and I will share it with the rest
of the Commission.

I don't know if the Chief want to respond to

your plea.
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MS. HILL: Thank you.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Through the Chair,
yes, we did have a conversation. And during that
conversation, I talked to you about a new initiative
that we launched called the victims advocate —--
Volunteer Victims Advocate that work squarely with
victims of homicide.

One of the things that I am keenly aware, and
sorry for your loss, but one thing that really struck
me is very different here in Detroit when I arrived
here, was not just the number of unsolved cases, but
the fact that we have police officers, police officers
that have family members who are also victims and they
have unsolved cases too.

And so while —- we have also in response

since, you know, having a conversation with you, we

have launched —-- and I don't like to use the word "cold
case unit," but we do have what I am calling an
"inactive homicide case unit." And inactive just means

we haven't gotten any new leads, but certainly, as
information comes in, that case then becomes active,
until it goes inactive. So "cold case" means the case
is just done, we have exhausted all opportunity. So we
have launched that.

I have a new commanding officer in the
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homicide unit, Captain Slappy, who we will be working
with your organization and other organizations, NRVBA
(phonetic), to try to at least keep our arms around the
families of the victims. Because we know that as we
continue to do that, we can still get more information,
so that inactive case can become active.

But as I have oftentimes said, that, you
know, the police, we are only one cog in the wheel. It
is truly the community that solve these crimes, that
prevent crimes. And it is the police that actually
facilitate it. Because we know, like you know, there's
somebody in the neighborhoods that knows something.

And the key is getting those folks in the neighborhoods
to speak up so that we can do our job.

So we are committed to it. Certainly Todd
Bettison can facilitate the meeting, but we can also
talk about this new initiative, which I brought up to
you when we last spoke, the Volunteer Victim Advocate,
which I think can coexist with your organization,
support it in so many ways.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.

Yes, ma'am?

MS. VASS: My name 1is Vernell Vass.

I would like to thank you all for allowing me

to come today and have an opportunity to read this

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/28/2015

Page 53

information that I have.

In regards to the investigation of my son
Carl Bruner and Michael Lawson, my son has been wrongly
sentenced to life in prison for the murder of Marcel
Jackson. He was the cofounder of the Detroit 300. On
June the 20th, 2012, at Club Pandemonium, Marcel
Jackson lost his life.

The error that was involved in the
investigation starts at the lack of securing the crime
scene, collecting valuable evidence, and finished with
providing inaccurate testimony and falsification of a
labyrinth of witness statements.

My hope is that the City of Detroit and the
Detroit Police Department would hear my objections and
acknowledge the grave errors that have been contribute
to a young man and both men that's unjustly taken from
his family and sentenced to life in prison.

There are several wrongdoings that we feel
should be addressed to the City of Detroit and the
Police Department.

Upon arriving to the crime scene, the
forensic officer testified, who had been a police
officer for 30 years, he testified that he noticed
there was fresh brick ash on the ground, indicating

that a bullet had entered the alley wall. He stated,
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however, that when he attempted to extract the bullet,
it was missing from the wall.

When he attempted to notify Officer Dale
Hopkins that the bullet was missing and the scene,
indeed, had been tampered with, Officer Hopkins, at
that time, notified him that the gun that was present
with only police involved was missing.

Officer Hopkins later testified that he
received disciplinary action from the Police Department
due to the gun missing from the crime scene. Officer
Vila (phonetic) had testified also that he had noticed
the gun, had walked over the gun four times, and he
wanted it to be known and on record that the gun was
there.

Later, the Department homicide detective
Nancy Foster testified that she returned evidence such
as clips of bullets and broken watch back to a
gentleman named Mr. Wayne White, a security guard who
was in the alley with Mr. Jackson at the time of the
shooting. Mr. White never was required to turn in the
items or was investigated in regards to his gun.

When asked, he said that the gun was left at
the hospital. He said that his vest was left at the
hospital. He said the shooter who shot into his vest

was at least 25 to 30 feet, which is quoted in the
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Detroit News.

So I asked for a police officer expert, gun
expert, to appear at court and to investigate the vest.
When he investigated the vest, he said that there was
no bullet in the vest because the bullet had been
missing from the vest.

He said that the person who shot you in this
vest, Mr. White, was not 25 to 30 feet, he had to be
standing 45 feet because there was gun residue on the
vest. That is what he testified to.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Ma'am, I am going to have

to interrupt here. Your time is up. And we appreciate
your concern. I don't know if the Chief can respond to
this situation. But --

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: I can.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Through the Chair,
what I would like you to do, Sylvia, can you get some
information? And also, Commander from professional
standards, I mean, what I am getting is you're alleging
police officer misconduct.

MS. VASS: Yes, by Officer Foster.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Okay. Then I would
like you to set a meeting and find out if we have

allegations of misconduct that we have not addressed.
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That sounds like you —-

MS. VASS: I have sent for the Freedom of
Information Act for Officer Hopkins. And I sent that
out and I have not had a response.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: But I guess —-

MS. VASS: Well, they did respond back to me
to give them additional time, but it's been over three
months now.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: But if you are
alleging police officer misconduct —--

MS. VASS: Yes.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: —-- we need to open an
investigation, if one has not. Although you did
reference in your comments that there was some
discipline associated with this case.

MS. VASS: Yes.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: I am not certain it
is the same. So we will need to look at it. $So if you
would get with Attorney Washington.

MS. VASS: Yes.

A.C. WHITE: And we can go from there.

MS. VASS: Thank you. I appreciate your time
today.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Through the Chair.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.
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COMMISSIONER MOORE: Chief, who is in charge
of homicide?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Captain Slappy.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Okay. Where is Captain
Decker?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Captain Decker now is
working under Deputy Chief LaValley, who is our crime
control czar, if you will.

We have done some reconfiguring, probably a
month or so ago, to address the spike in violence. It
is going to —— this model, while it is still being
etched out, is going to deal with some of the gang
activity, as well as violent crime.

Decker has demonstrated in the past that he
is very effective at addressing violent crime through
crime control strategies, so he is going to be working
with LaValley in that area.

And so Slappy was moved from the Academy.
She was formerly a homicide investigator. And she —-
in fact, her first day was this week.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Who is in charge of the
Academy?

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: The Academy is under
the direction of a lieutenant at this point. Because

right now as it stands we have one class that's
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probably a couple of weeks from graduation. And there
is no real critical need to have a command officer
there. We have in service. But we are better suited
having the captain, certainly, in homicide and dealing
with the violent crime issue.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Okay.

CHATRPERSON BELL: I might add that Chief
Investigator Pam Drake joined that dialogue with the
young lady, just in case it is a noncriminal matter, it
could be something that we would want to be involved
in, if not criminal. Thank you.

Thank you, Chief.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: You are welcome, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. Any other audience
participation?

MS. PANNELL: Good afternoon. Sharon
Pannell.

I just wanted to say about the Coleman Young
forum last week, it was great, but they did not mention
that he created the Board of Police Commissioners. I
had my hand up, but he didn't acknowledge, you know, he
didn't recognize me.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I agree. That was

excellent. We had an opportunity to interact with
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Judge Cohn, who is a former police commissioner, and

went on to rule, and in reference to our matter here.

So, in fact, we had some interesting dialogue,

Commissioner Crawford and Commissioner Moore

afterwards. I know a little oversight, but it was a

tight program, I imagine so, but it was good dialogue.
MS. PANNELL: It was good dialogue.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I really enjoyed the

dialogue.

MS. PANNELL: Just wanted to mention that.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Hopefully. Definite.
Definite.

MS. SMITH: Captain, will you move that,
please?

CHATRPERSON BELL: Always giving instruction.

MS. SMITH: Good afternoon. Bernice Smith,
political activist.

To the Chief, glad to see you. And to the
commissioners, we didn't get a chance to say personally
congratulations, but congratulations to you. Glad I am
going to look at you another two years. When I saw you
24 months ago, I was in doubt. And I told you that,
sitting right next to me on the right. And I looked at
you and I said, you think you going to stay here a long

time? You said, you will find out. So I am finding
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out. So glad to have you, Dear.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you.

MS. SMITH: In the meantime, I wanted to

correct the lady's statement stating that the young man

was a member of the 300. He was brought into th

e 300.

I am one of the original on the women's side member of

the 300. So that's an incorrect statement when
said he belonged to the 300.

In the meantime, it was a good affair
Wednesday at the —-—- I wasn't there because I cou
find a parking space in time, and then it was
practically over with, but there was one concern

had. The fact that the person who was doing the

she

last

ldn't

that I

presentation, I understand is Chuck Stokes was the MC.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, ma'am.

MS. SMITH: I found out that they did not

mention the fact that Judge Damon Keith was one

of the

most important person in Coleman Young's life, and in

his rule as being the Mayor. So I did call Chuck and

he told me who the person was. Because he said don't

blame him because it wasn't him. In the meantime, the

young man that I did call, he did not return my
So I am not going to worry about that. But the
I felt as though that the judge was left out of

Now, Chief, I have seen you every day
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about this week on TV. And you are doing a heck of a
job in coming to the crime scene. And I have heard
people talk about it to me. And I say I will report to
you that you are doing a good job as far as reporting
to the crime scene.

Also, I would like very much to know, you do
have an appointment, I don't know if you know your
appointment list, you are going to be at the
Renaissance next Sunday and you are going to be the
speaker for my granddaughter's Renaissance school.

With my pulling a little handle last February, I got
your —-—

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Can I send Todd
Bettison?

MS. SMITH: That's fine. I have no problem
with that. But I promised my granddaughter and those
seniors that the Police Chief of the Detroit City 1is
going to be the main speaker. They wanted Gilbert, but
I said, no way. You need to get the Chief. So we got
you, next Sunday I believe, it is going to be at Cobo
Hall. Just in case you forgot or you haven't seen your
schedule. So he will be at Cobo Hall next Sunday. We
all will be looking forward to seeing him. Because a
lot of the kids, they have never met you. And I think

it would be to their —-- to their advantage to see you
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and know what you are going to say, because we look up
to you, at least we seniors do.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you.

MS. SMITH: And I feel as though that the
students should be more aware of what your position is
in the City other than that label of Police Chief. Get
to know you are right within your heart and know that
you are sincere about staying here. And I am glad you
are not going to Chicago.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Thank you. Don't
want to go there.

MS. SMITH: I thank you so much.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, Mother Bernice.

Any others? Audience participation?

So on that note, I just want to follow up
with what Mother Bernice said in terms of I think it
was outstanding that a Chief of Police would get an
opportunity to speak at a commencement ceremony. I
think that is unigque. And I know he would do an
excellent job.

But I also want to let the record reflect, I
have no disrespect for Cass Tech. Some of my best
friends graduated from Cass Tech.

And Renaissance. Renaissance was not in

existence when I was in high school.
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CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Did you graduate from
Pershing?

CHAIRPERSON BELL: No, sir. No Pershing High
School. In the hood. But we had rivalry, you know,
back in the day with, you know, different schools.

But -- and Cass was one of those schools. But
Renaissance, we had —- Renaissance was not on the map.
Osborn High School, but southeast and northeast and,
you know, other schools, it was a good spirit. Even
now, King and Cass have a rivalry.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: You are probably aware of
that.

CHIEF OF POLICE CRAIG: Yeah. Always have.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I know in terms of track
and football, it's always highly competition when you
see those students come. And they're friendly, you
know, that type of thing.

But I am a great supporter of the public
school system. And I hope that —-- I have been
following the issue with the Governor and with the
Mayor. I hope that they get this issue resolved. They
always —— it's always about the kids, somewhere along
the line. It get misplaced sometimes, but I think it

is crucial that they stabilize the school system. Do
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like public safety being stabilized, the school system
should be stabilized. So once we get that, I think we
can move forward.

So the Chair would entertain a motion for
adjournment.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: So moved.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Support.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Properly moved and
supported. Ready for question, aye?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?

Motion carried.

And thank you for a great meeting. Great to
see you.

(Proceedings adjourned at 4:19 p.m.)
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