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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, May 11, 2017
At approx. 6:35

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Good evening,
welcome to the Board of Police Commissioners
monthly community evening. |1 am Lisa Carter,
police commissioner for District 6, Chairperson
for the Board of Police Commissioners.

On behalf of the Board of Police
Commissioners 1°d like to thank you all for
attending this evening"s meeting.

1"d like to thank the principal of the
Cody Academy of Public Leadership and the school
principal Mr. Matthews and, Mr. Matthews, at this
time 1Ff you would like to step up to the podium
and welcome -- any remarks that you®d like to
say -

MR. MATTHEWS: On behalf of the
students, the staff and the community of Cody
Rouge we welcome you to the Cody campus.

For anyone that doesn®"t know the
background of Cody and where 1t stands today, I™m
Jonathan Matthews, principal of Cody Academy of
Public Leadership. This is my 10th year on this

campus.
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I came iInto the school as the principal
of all of Cody and we broke i1t up Into three
small schools that you see today. On this campus
there i1s the Academy of Public Leadership which |
am principal of, Medicine and Community Health,
Principal Parker i1s the principal of that
particular school, and Detroit Institute of
Technology run by Principal King.

There®s approximately 800 students on
this campus. We are one of the largest
comprehensive high schools -- the largest one on
then west side of Detroit.

We"ve been able to make major shifts iIn
the culture. 1 can tell you this. 1It"s an honor
to have -- to host this at this date because when
I first came here | remember the summer of the
first year 1 came seven young people were shot
broad daylight on Warren and Southfield, and to
get to a point now where we"re hosting an event
like this In that very same community and knowing
that we"ve been achievements to make i1t safer and
better for young people, 1t"s a proud moment.

So on behalt of law enforcement I
really do thank you guys for being there for us

over these years and as our -- | feel like we"re
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brothers in this battle, and we"ve been able to
make a lot of progress in this community and we
once again just thank all of you to putting forth
the effort to help us education young people.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you,

Mr. Matthews and thank you for your leadership
here at Cody Academy. 1 know a few students who
speak very highly of you and really appreciate
all the love and support that you give them, so
thank you very much.

MR. MATTHEWS: Hank you again, thank
you.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: At this time I™m
going to ask Commissioner Vann please do the
Invocation.

COMMISSIONER VANN: May we play?

(INVOCATION WAS GIVEN).

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you,
Commissioner Vann. At this time 1"m going to ask
each commissioner to introduce themselves
beginning to my far left.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Richard Shelby,
Commissioner, District 1.

COMMISSIONER VANN: Edgar Vann,

Commissioner, District 2.
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COMMISSIONER BELL: Willie Bell,
District 4.

COMMISSIONER BROOKS: Elizabeth Brooks,
appointed and 1"m also a member of the Cody
Academy of Public Leadership. | sit on their
Advisory Board.

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Derrick Sanders.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: And 1 see
Commissioner Burton at the back of the room, he
will be up shortly. Thank you for joining us,
Sir.

At this time, Commissioners, you have
before you the agenda for November 9, 2017.

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: So moved,
Madam Chair.

COMMISSIONER VANN: Second.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: It"s been moved
and supported that we approve the agenda for
November 9, 2017.

Is there any discussion? Those iIn
favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Those opposed?
Motion carries. At this time, Commissioners, you

have before you the minutes from October 26,
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2017. 1s there a motion to approve --
COMMISSIONER VANN: I so move,

Madam Chair.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Support?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Support.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Is there any
discussion? Those iIn favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Those opposed?
-The motion carries. At this time we"ll have
introductions by Mr. Hicks of the staff of the
Board of Police Commissioners.

SECRETARY HICKS: Thank you, Madam
Chair and for the record you do have a quorum
with eight members present.

Before getting to our staff I do want
to indicate a couple of housekeeping kind of
things. First of all, taking tonight"s meeting
Is Sgt. Quinn. Media Services is providing and
audio-visual assistance for this evening®s
meeting and Dale Rose i1s the court reporter.

And then I would start at the front
row, we have Ms. Johnson who s our Fiscal, Ms.

White who is with our Policy and Ms. Blossom

behind Ms. White who does our media outreach and
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then we can go to Acting Chief Lawrence Akbar who
wil introduce himself and his staff.

ACTING CHIEF INV. AKBAR: Good evening,
Honorable Board. 1t"s my pleasure to introduce
to you my staff. We have today present Acting
Supervising Investigator Lisonya Sloan, Sr.
Investigator Roslia Madregal, Investigator
Coleman, Investigator Markita Stantan and
Investigator Giana Coulter and that"s all 1 have
for today.

(COMMISSIONER MALLETT ARRIVES.)

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. At
this time 1°d like to introduce Deputy Chief
Fitzgerald. 1 couldn®t see you, I"m sorry,
standing in for the Chief, Chief Craig.

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: Yes, ma“"am and
the Chief sends his regards, he"s a little under
the weather.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Would you like to
introduce any staff you have here.

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: 1 sure would
but 1 tell you what I"m going to do. [I"m going
to have them stand up because some are tucked iIn
the back and I don"t see most of them, so why

don"t we start right on the front here with Comm.
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Steward, please.

(DPD PERSONNEL WERE INTRODUCED).

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: And that"s
iIt. 1°m sure the Commander will introduce her
NPOs when she comes up.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you very
much. At this time 1*d like to recognize
Commissioner Mallett who stepped in about five
minutes ago.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: And I want you
to know, Madam Chairperson, 1 came in with a
number of Detroit police officers and, like me,
they couldn"t find the door so | got witnesses.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you.
Commissioner Burton, would you like to say
something?

COMMISSIONER BURTON: You know, I just
wanted to say thank you to the citizens of
Detroit for four more years and 1 look forward to
working with all of the community.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you,
Commissioner Burton. At this time we"re going to
move on to my report.

This i1s the 11th community meeting of

the year, our 11th community meeting of the year.
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Scheduling these meetings, we hope to meet every
section of the city. |If you would like for us to
meet iIn your community, please contact us and let
us know. I also want to remind everyone the
Board will not meet Thursday, November 23 for
Thanksgiving recess.

On behalf of the Board, we continue to
express our support and concerns for fallen
officers and their families. The Chief"s Office
may want to add some specific information about
the recent conditions of some of the injured
officers, but 1 would also like to ask for a
moment of silent reflection for Mr. James Haller
Jr, manager of the for O"Reilly"s Auto Parts
store and for the 25 church victims in
Southerland Springs, Texas and for all other
victims of recent tragedies and senseless
violence.

(MOMENT OF SILENCE.)

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. 1
would also like to congratulate all of the civic
and community organizations, individuals and
groups who participated in our democratic process
in the recent election.

As you know, beginning In January our
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Board will have several new members. After the
Elections Commission certifies the results of the
election 1 will reach out and welcome our new
members.

I would also invite them to attend an
orientation workshop to review the
responsibilities of the Board. Tonight we will
also have a presentation from the 6th Precinct,
Commander Tiffany Stewart and Capt. Kenneth
Leminski will address the Board.

We will also formally vote on two DPD
retirees from our November 2 agenda, Det. Scott
Shea and Inv. Charles Weaver.

Toward the end of the meeting we will
have oral communication from the audience, so if
you woulld like to speak to the Commission please
make sure you print your name on the speaker®s
card. The cards are located on the back table .

We have a resolution for Mr. Arthur
Leon Edge, former City of Detroit employee and
president of Far West Detroit Civic Association.

And at this time I"m going to ask that
Commissioner Bell i1s going to read the resolution
for Mr. Arthus Edge and 1 know he"s here.

COMMISSIONER BELL: This 1s a
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resolution honoring retired Mr. Arthur Leon Edge
and I didn"t know you was retiring. Well, that"s
what 1t says her, but --

WHEREAS, Mr. Arthur Leon Edge was born
on August 5, 1956 i1n Detroit, Michigan to Arthur
Lee and Lucille Marie Edge. He i1s a proud
graduate of Mumford High School class of 1974.
Mr. Edge has three children, Arthur Edge, 111,
Eric Harris and Alexis D. Edge and two
grandchildren, Ariana Richards-Harris and
Anderson J. Harris and

WHEREAS, Mr. Edge has been employed by
the City of Detroit Building and Safety
Engineering and Environmental Department for 23
years as a building inspector supervisor. He was
previously a manager of Tektron Industries, Ltd,
family-owned stamping stamp that supplies General
Motors and Chrysler automobile parts and

WHEREAS, Mr. Edge i1s president of the
Far West Detroit Civic Association, the
Vice-President of Friends of River Rouge Park,
president of the Civic Optimist Club of Detroit,
board member of Revive Detroit CDC and
Neighborhood Partners and

WHEREAS, Mr. Edge i1s a strong executive
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board member with the Detroit 300 Community

Action. He has assisted with the North End Youth
Improvement Council outreach program. He has
unselfishly volunteered his time and energy to
assist in numerous Detroit Police 6th Precinct
events and has received various leadership and
community participation awards and

WHEREAS, his strong code of ethics
reflect the type of citizen every resident of
this community would covet as a next-door
neighbor. Residents of this community consider
him to be a stand-up citizen, always vigilant
against lawlessness. His memo 1s "Look out for
your fellow man and treat people like you would
want to be treated".

NOW THEREFORE BE 1T RESOLVED that the
Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking
for the citizens of the city of Detroit and the
Detroit Police Department acknowledge the
dedicated hard working, committed support of
Mr. Arthur Leon Edge his dedicated public service
and devotion on behalf of the board which
advocates accountability through civilian
oversight, signed by all the Commissioners, most

prominent is the Chair of the Board, 1t"s my
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pleasure to present this resolution to you and
you say you"re not retiring.

MR. EDGE: No, I"m not.

COMMISSIONER BELL: 1 didn"t think, so
you are a active, engaging not just on this side
of town, he all over iIn the city of Detroit, so
what an honor, what a pleasure, that on behalf of
the Board that you are recognized on this evening
for this type of resolution.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE) .

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: We actually
have two awards for him, but 1 only have one
currently with me, the City Council Spirit of
Service Award was not printed by the time 1 came
here, but for outstanding service in the
community, certificate of recognition to
Mr. Arthur Leon Edge signed by Chief Craig and we
do appreciate everything you do In our community.

MR. EDGE: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE) .

MR. EDGE: Good evening, everyone.
Thank you. [I"m a man of few words, but I want to
thank everybody. This is what it"s about.

Everybody coming together, a community, DPD, the
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residents, looking out for the children of our
great city because they are our future.

So 1T we don"t look out for them, we
have no future. And I want to give these awards
to my wife.

(APPLAUSE.)

MR. EDGE: Because with all the things
that 1 do, she keeps me on schedule. I1f I double
book, that®"s my head so she makes sure that
everything that 1 do, that 1t"s organized and iIn
place and I would just to, again, want to thank
the Commission, the citizens, DPD, and my
friends, NPOs back there, thank you everybody.

(APPLAUSE.)

MR. EDGE: Detroit 300, we"re her for
you, we"re here to make a difference.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you,

Mr. Edge for all that you do do and of course
everybody knows that behind every good man is a
good woman, so thank you Mrs. Edge for allowing
Mr. Edge to do what he does.

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Madam Chair, 1°d
like to make a motion to approve Mr. Arthur
Edge®s resolution.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Second.
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COMMISSIONER CARTER: It"s been moved

and seconded that we accept the resolution --
approve the resolution for Mr. Arthur Edge.

Is there any discussion? Those in
favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Motion carries.

COMMISSIONER SANDERS: 1 wanted to say
something about Mr. Edge. |1 met him about maybe
I think 13 years ago and my son has just gotten
into the operating engineers and the first
company that he went to work for was a company
that he helped get him there in the operating
engineers and he really stood up because 1 was
having problems of my son as a teenager, you
know, those kids, but he was very patient and we
got through 1t and I really appreciate him.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER CARTER: At this time,
Deputy Chief Fitzgerald, 1"m going to turn the
mic over to you for your report and following
that we"l1l have the presentation from the 6th
Precinct.

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: Yes, ma"am,
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and 1°11 keep my remarks short. 1 just want to
continue to kind of beat the drum for our men and
women of the Detroit Police Department because
they"re working very very hard to get rid of a
lot of this crime we see.

And I know one homicide i1s way too
many, but as of this morning we were down 28
homicides over the same time ast year which was,
once again, a decrease over the year before.

So as 1t right now, as of this morning
we"re sitting at 238 homicides, way too many I
know, but last year we were sitting at 266,
that"s an 11 percent decrease.

Our non-fatal shootings are down as of
this morning 102 over last year. We"re at 731
non-fatal shootings as of this morning, we were
at 833 last year which i1s a 12 percent decrease.

Two of the continuing trends that keep
going down and that Green Light helps, it really
really does, Is our robbery and carjacking
categories.

Our carjackings this year are down 37
over the same time last year, we"re sitting at
262 as of this morning, which again is a 12

percent decrease, and I really don"t want to

SN ] == NINISSY\Nlel=ll ansonreporting.com
COURT REPOATERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_56 7‘81 OO




© 0 N oo 0o A~ W N P

N D N M NMNDN B B P PP PP PR PP
a A W N B O © 00 N O 0 b W N P+ O

DBOPC (Evening Meeting)
11/9/2017

Page 18

steal their thunder, but the 6th Precinct is down
30 percent in homicides -- and 25 non-fatal
shootings, so the team that i1s assembled here iIn
the 6th Precinct is really really getting it
done.

So that"s about all I have. Response
time yesterday was 11 minutes which is below the
average that we set as our standard. Typically
we"re right around 13 or 14 minutes, and that"s
from the time the call comes in until the time it
gets dispatched to someone, so that iIs a good
number 1In our estimation, and other than that I
think No. 6 will be ready to do their
presentation. Commander.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Before we do
that, Commissioners, do you have any questions
for Deputy Chief Fitzgerald? No. All right
thank you.

COMMISSIONER VANN: Madam Chailr, very
happy to hear those statistics. | wanted to ask
about, you know, we"ve been reminded here every
week and the Chief*"s Office i1s reminding us of
the Officer Johnson who was very critically
wounded and his status through these months has

been pretty projected and has not made great
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improvement.

I was just wondering what kind -- and
I"ve been seeing on the news where they®ve been
having spaghetti dinners for him, bowling things
for him to try to raise some money for him.

I"m just wondering what provisions does
the department make for officers who are injured
in that way?

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: 1"m going to
have Comm. Mounsey come up because i1t is his
commanding officer and he can give you -- he"s
been involved in every step of the way, so 1
think he®"ll be able to help you answer that.

(COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE ARRIVES).

COM M. MOUNSEY: Good evening, Board.
My name is Brian Mounsey, 1°m the Commander of
the 2nd Precinct, where Officer Wallace Johnson
IS assigned.

This i1ncident did happen on April 30,
It"s been just over six months. He remains iIn
stable condition. However, he"s been determined
to be In a permanent vegetative state. Basically
where he®"s at now, It doesn®"t appear as though he
has much, iIf any, awareness as to what is going

on around him.
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The family has decided at this time

that they would like to continue to see i1f he
will improve despite the fact that there®s been
two medical professional opinions that say that
basically what you see i1s what you get and that"s
basically what"s been about the same for the past
three months at least.

He i1s being cared for by Specialty
Rehabilitation Center. To my knowledge this
police department is paying all of his medical
bills. | don"t believe there"s any issue with
finances with that. He is being carried iIn a
disabled status s which means that he still
receives a paycheck which i1s turned over to his
legal guardian.

Without going into a whole lot of
detail, there has been a court-appointed guardian
that"s been set up for him and a trust fund.

Some of these fund-raisers that you"re hearing
about, Commissioner Vann, are not sponsored
through the Detroit Police Department.

Not to say that we don®"t want to show
support, but the one recently with the bowling
was actually put on by his daughter®s soccer

team, so exactly what they"re doing with those
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funds we"re not getting involved in.

But any funds that are raised for him
through the department or any donations that come
in are being directly sent to his legal guardian
and but into that trust fund, so --

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you, sir.
Any other questions?

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Through the
Chair, could you inform the Board the next time
you have a fund-raiser so that we may participate
also?

COMM. MOUNSEY: I certainly will, sir.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. 1°d
like to at this time acknowledge the Vice-Chair
Commissioner Eva Dewaelsche who came i1n about
five minutes ago.

COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: 1 apologize
for my lateness.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Glad you®re here.
At this time 6th Precinct, Comm. Stewart.

COMM. STEWART: Hello, everybody. My
name 1s Tiffany Stewart and I"m the Commander of
the 6th Precinct located at 11450 Warwick Street
which is the northwest side of the city. | would

like to welcome everyone here tonight,
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Commissioners and the community as well as thank
Cody Leadership Academy for hosting tonight®s
meeting.

I would also like to thank former
Commissioner Ricardo Moore and Tijuana Mexican
Kitchen for providing the food for tonight.

I*m going to introduce my fellow
officers at the precinct. Capt. Kenneth
Balinski, please stand and our wonderful and
dedicated neighborhood police officing staff,
Sgt. Elaine Williams, Neighborhood Police Officer
Michael Gordon, Neighborhood Police Officer Cary
Livingston, Victoria Etching, Heather Ilvy and
Charles Staples. There®s a couple of them I see
outside In the hallway.

(APPLAUSE) .

COMM. STEWART: They are indeed the
best and we cannot do what we do without them, we
love them to death. Now, on the crime stats,
It"s been a good year for 6th Precinct and we"re
hoping to end the year just as strongly. We"ve
trended down the ast few months in violent
offenses and property offenses.

We"re currently down 8 percent in total

Part 1 crime from this time last year. That"s
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includes a 2 percent reduction in violent crime
and a 10 percent reduction iIn property crime.

We have continuously had reductions
with the precinct for homicide, robbery and
on-fatal shootings and, as DC Fitzgerald told you
earlier, we"re down 30 percent in homicides from
this time last year, 22 percent of robberies and
25 percent in non-fatal shootings.

With those great numbers we also have
a 26 percent increase i1n criminal sexual conduct
and a 3 percent iIncrease In aggravated assaults
and the vast majority of those reports in both of
those crime categories, the suspects are actually
known through the victim through an acquaintance,
a close acquaintance for familial relationship.

We have reductions in all of our
property crimes across the board, burglaries at 9
percent, larcenies at 7 percent and motor vehicle
thefts at 16 percent.

Some of our significant statistical
information here today, we®ve arrested over 1,600
adults at the 6th Precinct, we"ve seized over 140
guns. Year-to-date calls, we"ve had over 8,500,
over 5,500 of those as Priority 1 and over 3,000

as Priority Other.
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In order to continue these downward
trends 1n our crime categories Capt. Balinski
will tell you about a few of our crime
initiatives and community initiatives that we
employ at the precinct.

CAPT. BALINSKI: Good evening. For the
record, Capt. Ken Balinski, 6th Precinct. Some
of our crime strategies we employ Cease Fire
which i1s an initiative that targets group or
gangs and we"ve been doing very well on i1t and
iIt"s a special focus on those groups that usually
cause the violent crime.

We are iIn Gun State, i1t"s a new
program, Gun Stat scores a person that"s been
caught with a gun and 1t they get a score of 11
or more, then we take special attention to iIt, go
to the court, pled bonds, try to get remand i1f
iIt"s a shooting or 1T we have any other issues
that we want to address with the Court to try to
get a higher bond for the person to stay iIn. So
far, pretty successful.

Right now ongoing as we"re talking here
we have a restore order going on. We have to do
those weekly where we go and round up individuals

with warrants and take them into custody.
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I know as I left 1 can tell you I know
they did take two guns off the streets already
today, so those work very well.

Our NPOs do wraparounds for property
crimes and also our major felonies so that they
can go to the community and see 1If they can help
out, 1f the community can help out, is there
anything we can do for the community based on the
crimes that are committed around there.

We have an Eyes and Ears Program with
citizens and we have six CB patrols in the 6th
Precinct that patrol and help us out also.

We have a domestic violence advocate
that helps us on domestic violence cases to get
PPOs and just recently we received a licensed
social worker that"s going to be working at the
precinct to help the citizens with issues they
might have.

We have 22 Green Lights that we patrol
on a regular basis. We have partnerships working
with state, federal agencies. Our traffic cars
are still doing school routes and we also have
license plate readers in the precinct. | won"t
tell you where they"re at, but we also have

dumping cameras iIn our precinct, so that helps us
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with a lot of blight and sometimes with hits.

I know the other day 1 heard on the
radio that one of the license plate reader
locations actually read the license plate and
found a stolen car moving in a different
direction and they ended up catching up with that
car.

As far at community, for our youth we
have a gun safety program where we teach them K
through 3rd grade to help i1dentify dangers of
weapons.

Cookies with a Cop, I was just talking
to the NPOs today and they did have with an 8th
grade group today where they have cookies and
talk with the youngsters at schools.

We have a health fair just before
school where we give children school supplies,
sometimes supply them with a haircut and there 1is
a mobile dentist that comes and give them care
free of charge.

We have a youth fair, a youth safety
fair for ages up to 16 years old to teach them
about safety. Career Days for high school
students who do not want to go to college that we

might be able to try to help them find jobs with
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the high school diploma that they"re going to

achieve.

And lastly an anti-bullying initiative
that the NPOs work with with the children to
teach them about not only how to i1dentify i1t, but
not to be one.

Senior programs, we have a Senior
Awareness Program which is a crime prevention
program to help them stay safe. We have Blight
Committee that helps deal with the blight within
the precinct. Wide have Coffee With a Cop where
we invite citizens to come in.

I think the last one | was there at
yielded about 20 to 30 citizens that came i1In and
had coffee and donuts with us.

Our National Night Out with a great
success and our last event was Trunk or Treat
which was really a great success also.

Lastly we have 55 active organizations
in the community. Base block clubs, our CB
patrols. Neighborhood police officers interact
with them regularly to address neighborhood
iIssues and that concludes our presentation.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you,

Commander and Captain. Any questions for --
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COMMISSIONER BROOKS: Yes, I have a

question. On your career day do you have a
recruiting table there? Do you have people there
recruiting? That would be a great spot.

CAPT. BALINSKI: 1 believe they do. 1
would have to talk --

(REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE.)

COMMISSIONER BROOKS: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: And for the
record that was Sgt. William.

Any other questions?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Madam Chair, 1 just
want to say to the Captain and the Commander, I"m
glad you didn"t talk too long. Just an inside
remark, 1 just thought about that.

I just want to say that 1"m always
impressed how DPD interacts with the young
people, the children, in terms of middle school,
high school and that®"s beyond what we was able to
do in the past outside of PAL and Explorer, but
you really reach out throughout this city 1In
terms of trying to interact with the young people
at an early age and do so much In terms of
bridging that gap.

And 1 think some of us older adults
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will appreciate that because we did not have that
experience when we was younger, so | just really
want to commend you for taking that type of
initiative, as you stated i1f they not moving on
to Wayne State or Oakland or Howard or whatever,
that i1s you try to assist them where they are in
terms of what they might -- so that®"s a plus
plus.

And 1"m glad Commissioner Brooks got
that 1n about a recruiting table. She wants to
make sure that we have that opportunity. 1 just
want to thank you for that type of Initiative.

CAPT. BALINSKI: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any other
questions, Commissioners?

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Yeah, through the
Chair, 1°d like to congratulate the command staff
and the officers of the 6th Precinct. You guys
are really doing a fantastic job and 1 thank you
for your efforts.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: All right. No
other questions or comments, thank you all.

Thank you for your commitment to the residents of
the 6th Precinct. You guys do an outstanding

job.
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At the time are there any standing
committee reports or ad hoc committee reports?
No?

At this time we"ll have the report from
the Board Secretary.

SECRETARY HICKS: Thank you, Madam
Chair. On the agenda you have four items listed
as incoming communications and, again, these are
listed on the Board"s agenda as information
coming into the Commission.

They"re not intended for Board action
for this evening. You see the list In front of
you. There"s no particular item of greater
importance than the other, so that would include
-- unless you have questions about them, that
woulld conclude my remarks for the evening.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. At
this time under old business we have approvals of
the resolution for retired Det. Scott Shea which
was read into the record last week. Tonight
we"re voting on it only on the resolution because
we did not have a quorum last week.

COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: Motion to
approve.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Support.
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COMMISSIONER CARTER: It"s been moved
and supported that we approve the resolution for
retired Det. Scott Shea. Is there any
discussion?

Those 1n favor.

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Those opposed?
The motion carries. And tonight we also have
the approval of the resolution for retired Inv.
Charles Weaver which was also read into the
record last week when we did not have a quorum.

COMMISSIONER VANN: Motion to approve.

COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: Support.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: 1It"s been moved

and supported that we approve the resolution for

retired Inv. Charles Weaver. Is there any
discussion? Those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Those opposed?
The motion carries. |Is there any new business,

any new business. Commissioner Bell?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Madam Chair, thank
you. Not under new business, under the committee

reporting out. |1 did not respond so I*m going to

respond now.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [LEIEdC igeReey
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Part of the Ad Hoc Towing Committee

that we get an opportunity to -- when | say "'we"
the Chair, the Vice-Chair, Commissioner Vann and
myself and our attorney to the Board and also our
Board Secretary met recently with the Mayor-®s
attorney to address issues dealing with the
towing Issue.

And they reassured us that we would
have the opportunity to be involved with the
policy, the procedure as we are mandated by the
Charter and there would be ongoing to address our
concerns in terms of what has transpired, but
right now everything is pretty much held iIn
abeyance 1n terms of the contracts -- or the
permits that went out.

So we just want to reassure the public
and the towers that we are engaging, we are
involved, and we looking forward to another
meeting to resolve those issues, but they was
able to entertain all our concerns, so that took
place just this week and we was pleased that we
had the opportunity to render our concern and In
the near future we i1n fact would be submitting
those concerns in writing, but the Mayor®s

attorney was receptive to all our concerns iIn
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reference to that we have a major role to play in
terms of the towing, not just in terms of hour
desire, but as the charter mandates that we have
a significant role under that process.

So we looking forward to greater
interaction to resolve those i1ssues, perhaps even
this year that we should be resolved those
concerns that have been raised in the last two or
three months.

And as you well know, investigation is
going forward. We have not involved with that.

I can"t enlighten you on that, but that"s the
process that the Law Department representing
those i1ssues which they are mandated by the
Corporation Counsel, so that is the thrust iIn
terms of what has transpired.

Other than that, we only get what we
read In the paper, but our role has been clearly
defined and we think we"re going to get some
redress there.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: We also took
that opportunity to ask some questions about the
budget process, 1 mean actually it was the

close-out of some requisitions.
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I know that at the meeting before we
had talked about how requisitions had been
submitted and were not processed completely and
therefore the amount that was ties to those
requisitions was taken out of our budget for last
year and I know our fiscal people will be happy
to hear that.

Dave Masuron who is the attorney that
we met with said he would look iInto that to see
1T maybe we could get some relief on that amount
that we may have lost in our budget last year, so
that was brought up. Thank you, Ma®am Chair.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: Madam
Chairrperson, let me just say so that the public
iIs at least clear on my position. 99.9 percent
of what Commissioner Bell 1°m sure was accurate
as i1t relates to the meeting that he attended.

The legal conclusion that there i1s a
charter-mandated role for the Board of Police
Commissioners as it relates to towing, however,
IS not one that | agree with.

And whille I respect my colleague
tremendously for his energy around all of the
processes affecting the Board of Police

Commissioners and the department, as | read what

SN ] == NINISSY\Nlel=ll ansonreporting.com
COURT REPOATERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_56 7‘81 OO




© 0 N oo 0o A~ W N P

N D N M NMNDN B B P PP PP PR PP
a A W N B O © 00 N O 0 b W N P+ O

DBOPC (Evening Meeting)
11/9/2017

Page 35

was produced by the legal counsel for the Board
It was very very clear to me that we don"t have a
role mandated by the charter.

We might in our policy development
responsibilities, but directly affecting towing
IS not something that 1 see iIn the charter and 1
think 1t"s of significant termination, No. 1.

No. 2, as | stated many many times
before and I want to state now, | do not believe
that the Detroit Police Department should have a
role in towing. 1 believe firmly as the
Department of Purchasing of the City of Detroit
ought to take over that entire process.

I believe that removing that
administrative irritant from the department is
appropriate. 1 don"t think that it Is necessary
to the job done by the men and women of the
Detroit Police Department and as much as there is
energy to support keeping that as a part of the
department®s responsibility from a certain number
of members of the commission, 1"m speaking only
for myself, but I"m opposed, so I don"t want the
people in the audience to think that the Board is
unanimous In its desire to maintain this point of

potential corruption.
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I am adamantly opposed, well remain
adamantly opposed and again as | say to you,
Madam Chairperson, as | read the charter i1t"s not
a mandated responsibility for us or for the
department per se.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Madam Chair, I™m
not going to debate, but 1 just want to clear up,
there®s also a city ordinance that was passed by
Council that gives us that role and therefore
that"s why we are pursuing this.

This 1s something that this Board did
not take up, It was a process of all parties
involved several years ago and some of you
perhaps are aware of that, so that®"s the position
that we stand on and 1 think the majority of the
Board understands those i1ssues, concerns and
that"s why we move i1n that particular area.

He can always have a minority opinion
on anything, but it"s clear that this board here,
the majority of us, feel as though this is
something that we have to engage in and not just
by the charter, but more importantly the
ordinance that was drafted and the public took
part in that process, a long process.

So we understand the role that DPD,

SN ] == NINISSY\Nlel=ll ansonreporting.com
COURT REPOATERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_56 7‘81 OO




© 0 N oo 0o A~ W N P

N D N M NMNDN B B P PP PP PR PP
a A W N B O © 00 N O 0 b W N P+ O

DBOPC (Evening Meeting)
11/9/2017

Page 37

they have a clear role. They are the
organization that"s i1nvolved, but as you well
know, that was issues not with the Board, but
when In the process of criminality dealing with
that issue, so that issue i1s being pursued now,
by not just in terms of local, but also the
federal involvement.

So that®"s why we want to continue our
role, we cannot just relinquish that until
perhaps that might be resolved, so that"s
basically where we stand on that.

I respect Commissioner Mallett"s
position on that, but that"s basically how we are
moving at this particular time; thank you.

COMMISSIONER MALLETT: The good news,
Madam Chairperson, me and Bell going to have four
years to fight this out.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. At
this time Commissioners, under announcements our
next meeting will be Thursday, November 16 at 3
PM at the Detroit Public Safety Headquarters.
Located at 1301 3rd Street and our next community
meeting will be Thursday, December 14 at 6:30 PM
in the 2nd Precinct at St. John the Great Baptist

Church located at 16101 Schaefer at Puritan south
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of McNichols, Six Mile, east of Greenfield.

At this time we"ll have oral
communications from the audience. Please give
your name and limit your comments to two minutes,
please. 1f.

MR. BROWN: Madam Chair, 1 currently
have three cards. Our first speaker will be
Bernice Smith followed by Star Carter.

MS. SMITH: Good afternoon -- or good
evening rather. Bernice Smith, political
activist. 1 just want to give kudos to my police
department. This week you®ve done a marvelous
jJob and this morning along with the ATF you did a
raid that was really outstanding and 1t was so
many of you that was involved, so I"m very
pleased and kudos to all the work that you®ve
done -- matter of fact, all this week and
especially when you captured the two men that
raped and taken the young lady®s credit card.
That was a wonderful job, so throw the book at
them as far at 1"m concerned.

Because anyone a man rape a woman, Yyou
know, 1 don®"t have no pity for them.

In the meantime when Edge was getting

his kudos and everything we had the president of
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the 300. He forget to say that he"s a member of

the 300 which 1"m a part of. 1 started with --
and his wife, I had no 1dea she was wife until
tonight, but In the meantime -- because she works
along with i1s also.

So I*m happy that he had the award and
knowing how he worked not only with the 300, he
did a marvelous job because they continue to
still do good work out there in the neighborhood.

So, again, 1 thank the police
department, 1°m happy this week for you, I really
am. And one last thing, we have some celebrities
In our midst that was grinning and hugging and
going on Tuesday night on TV.

So 1 don"t know whether you guys saw It
or not, but 1"m proud of my police commissioners
that was there on the stage with the mayor
hugging and going on, so kudo to you two ladies.

That"s® all 1 got to say, think you so
much .

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you.

MR. BROWN: Ms. Carter followed by
Ms. Marilyn Jordan.

MS. CARTER: Good evening,

Commissioners, how are you. 1"m Star Ellen
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Carter. In 2015 1 approached you asking for

help.

My daughter was abducted by human
traffickers. Detroit did join Homeland Security
and the FBI. Earlier this year at Ashton and
Warren when you shut that human trafficking
operation down, that was the one who had gotten
my daughter, but tonight I come here to tell you
-— I don"t know what procedure that the
Commissioners do, but to acknowledge the
following officers because they helped safe my
daughter®s life on October 20.

And as a result of that incident 1iIn
2015 she does have medical i1ssues and she was at
BCA Strong Craft and I as her mother and we"ve
been on this rough journey, noticed that she was
being overmedicated.

I had a court order from Judge
Brackston not only as her birth mother, but as
her guardian. The hospital refused to leave her,
so | went to the 9th Precinct and they told me to
call a squad car, squad care came out.

The hospital gave them a hard time and
they sensed something was wrong, so they called

their lieutenant and their lieutenant said, ''Get
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her out of there'. She was comatose, she
couldn"t sit 1n a wheelchair and the officers did
not wait, they took her to Detroit Receiving and
I had them take her blood test.

Her normal level for Depakote, she was
given Haldol, Valium and Depakote, 2000
milligrams of Depakote. The normal level in 30,
her blood level was 167 near liver failure.

So 1 want to tell you please tell those
officers thank you because my daughter i1s alive.

(APPLAUSE) .

MS. CARTER: 1It"s Lt. Deluca at the 9th
Precinct. In fact he met my daughter yesterday
and also D. Mahone, Badge No. 4357 and Officer J.
Borkowski, Badge No. 457.

Please honor those officers and thank
you .

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Madam Chair, 1
just want to say we will look into this, but you
can always draft a letter of appreciation on
behalf of those officers and the department would
appreciate 1t and we would appreciate it and the
officers would definitely appreciate the

recognized good work and that would be in their
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file and thereafter, so i1f you would be so kind
that would really be one way that you can
recognize them is put something In writing.

MS. CARTER: Okay, I sure will.

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: Ma"am,
through the Chair, 1711 actually fast track it.
IT you don"t mind staying after for two minutes
so | can talk to you and get your number, and
111 report back to you.

Most likely something was done, but
111 make sure something was done.

MS. CARTER: Okay, 1 appreciate it and
my daughter 1s alive.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you for
taking the time to come here tonight. We really
appreciate it.

MR. BROWN: Ms. Jordan followed by
Ms. Tawanna Rankin.

MS. JORDAN: Good anything. | too
could like to commend the Detroit Police
Department for all the good work that 1t i1s doing
here In the city.

I come as representation for the
Detroit People®s Task Force, a non-profit

organization and we have -- we are seeking due
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diligence for the Detroit Crime Lab.

We know that there i1s going to be some
upcoming information concerning the operations of
the new unit that"s supposed to be established,
SO we"re just trying to get information on 1is
there any public announcement that will be made?

We did hear from Kym Worthy®s office
that they will be making a public statement in a
couple of weeks, but we were just concerned about
whether or not the police chief have made --
established a director to head up the crime unit
or is there any information on that?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Dep. Chief
Fitzgerald?

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: Through the
Chair, you know, 1 don®"t know. | can get some
follow up to the Commission, but that®"s a chief
officer that i1s not me. So I will get with
either AC White or the Chief and we"ll get that
information for you.

MS. JORDAN: Can 1 get your name and
number afterwards?

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: Absolutely.
Keep up the good work.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you, ma®am.
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MR. BROWN: Ms. Tawanna Rankin and she

will be our last speaker?

MS. RANKIN: First of all, let me start
off by saying 1 would like to thank Commissioner
Burton. 1 met him at a meeting and we met and we
talked and 1 appreciate everything that he helped
me with and will continue to help me with.

My name is Tawanna Rankin. 1°m a
mother of Jada Rankin. She was murdered last
year October 16th by a speeding driver who my
son told him to slow down, he shot out his car
and killed her.

I*m the owner and the founder of
Justice for Jada. Justice for Jada i1s an
organization that I created on justice for my
daughter.

My daughter killer is still out there.
On the statistics that you spoke -- 1"m sorry, |
didn"t get your name, you said homicides was down
to 238. My daughter is a part of that.

Justice for Jada i1s an organization
that 1 created for mothers and parents like
myselft who lost a child to gun violence.

What I do i1s I find and seek out

parents like myself and I console them. 1 have a
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group that"s called the Justice Group that 1is

combined with myself. 1 reach out to them.

I give a financial donation to their
child"s funeral. 1 have different events in
honor or my daughter. 1 had a cupcake drive
where 1 raised $4,500.

I have a Ride For Justice where 1
raised $6,500. On this CrimeStoppers, it"s
$13,500, I raised out of this myself. 1 feed the
homeless, | clothe the homeless i1n honor of Jada.

When my daughter died her homicide
detective came to my house, he sat at my table to
question my son to what he saw. |1 have not seen
him one time, 1t"s been over a year.

And 1 know you"re saying one minute
and | apologize. So with that being said, I™m
just here to inform the City, she was murdered in
the 2nd Precinct and just to let you know that i1f
you hear Justice for Jada, if you know about
Justice for Jada, that®"s what | live and die for.

Her life was taken unexpectedly. My
daughter was a 4.1 student. She went to high
school and college.

I went from planning a Sweet 16 party

to a funeral. 1"m went from putting out an
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invitation to an obituary.

So | just want to extend the invitation
to anyone who would like to support or join the
Justice for Jada Foundation. Thank you very
much .

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you, ma®am,
and certainly our hearts and prayers are with you
and your family during this time.

Please give us the information about
your organization. You can send the Secretary
the information so we will know about events that
come up with your organization.

LT. GARDNER: Lt. Gardner from
Homicide. We will speak directly with her to
make sure that all of the information Is garnered
and taken care of.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you, we
appreciate that, lieutenant.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Madam Chair,
that"s exactly what I was about to ask, can we
have someone from the department to speak with
her and I"m grad that Lt. Gardner is going to
speak with her because we have a lot of families
in the city of Detroit that are in pain and we

need to be able to work with those families and
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also a follow-up on different leads.

We got people out here preying on our
children, preying on those out in the community,
so | mean, you know.

I1"d like to also note that where we are
right now as far as with stats in relation to
this nature?

DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD: Briefly, I
stated that earlier, the homicide number, we"re
down 28 homicides over the same time last year
which 1s a 11 percent decrease and as of this
morning the closure rate for homicides is sitting
at 58 percent.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Thank you, Chief.

COMMISSONER BELL: Madam Chair,
perhaps Lt. Gardner would come forward because
there 1s an established organization mother®s who
have come together several years go. Mrs. Clark
I think is the president and have you interact
with them and I know they iInteract with the
Chief"s staff and with Homicide closely in
reference to coming together, have you interact
with them, ma“am.

(COMMENTS FROM AUDIENCE).

COMMISSIONER BELL: You are aware,
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thank you.

COMMISSIONER VANN: I would just like
To add this i1s really what 1 do every day and
I deal with families every day who"ve been in
grief and bereavement and what we discount often
times because we"re human beings and we move on.

You know, we tell people, you know,
111 be praying for you or whatever we say to
them and we kind of go on with our lives.

What has happened over the years here
In our city and in other cities is that there is
always a constant backlog of families who have
been 1n grief, who are broken, who are 1n pain,
and that has a tremendous effect upon families at
large, communities at large, schools where
children have been lost, workplaces where people
have been tragically lost and here®s a human
toll, what"s what I"m trying to say, and I™m
aware of that toll. I think that all the time.

And 1°m hoping that, you know, the
young lady who has come before us tonight and so
so many others, you know, we"ve tried to have a
couple of city-wide support organizations and I™m
glad to hear about this one tonight.

But we really need to keep that on the
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front burner and not the back burner because it
has a great effect on children who grow up to be
adults who sometimes end up in trouble, etc, etc.

The nexus of connectivity to a lot of
other kinds of dysfunction i1s very very deep, SO
I would want us not to take this lightly, but to
understand tha 1it"s a very very deep problem.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you,
Commissioner Vann. It 1s a very deep problem and
I take 1ts seriously and would like to be more
instrumental in bringing people together and 1™m
going to vow to do that during tragedies. And I
myselft and my family experienced one almost a
year ago, SoO.

Thank you. At this time is there a
motion for adjournment?

COMMISSIONER BELL: So moved.

COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: Support.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: It"s been moved
and supported that we adjourn; we are adjourned.
Thank you.

(Proceedings concluded at

7:39 p.m.)
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