
9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 1

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DETROIT BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

_______________________________________/

      Taken at 1301 Third Street, Media Room

      Detroit Public Safety Headquarters

      Detroit, Michigan

      Commencing at 3:01 p.m.,

      Thursday, September 7, 2017

      Before Sheila D. Rice, CSR-4163, RPR, RMR

      Notary Public, County of Wayne



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 2

1 APPEARANCES:

2       CHAIRPERSON LISA CARTER, District 6

3       VICE CHAIRPERSON EVA GARZA DEWAELSCHE, Appointed

4       COMMISSIONER WILLIE E. BELL, District 4

5       COMMISSIONER REGINALD CRAWFORD, District 3

6       COMMISSIONER ELIZABETH W. BROOKS, At-Large

7       COMMISSIONER CONRAD MALLETT, JR., At-Large

8       COMMISSIONER WILLIE BURTON, District 5

9       COMMISSIONER DERRICK SANDERS, At-Large

10       COMMISSIONER EDGAR VANN, JR., District 2

11       ASSISTANT CHIEF ARNOLD WILLIAMS

12       SECRETARY GREGORY HICKS

13       ROBERT BROWN

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 3

1       Detroit, Michigan

2       Thursday, September 7, 2017

3       3:01 p.m.

4                               -  -  -

5                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Good afternoon.  Welcome

6       to the weekly Board of Police Commissioners meeting.

7       My name is Lisa Carter, Chair of the commission.

8                 At this time I'm going to ask that

9       commissioners introduce -- no.  I'm going to do the

10       invocation first.

11                 I'm going to ask that Commissioner Bell --

12       thank you.

13                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Welcome back.

14                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  We missed you last week.

16       I'm going to ask that Commissioner Bell do the

17       invocation, please.

18                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let us pray.

19                 Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day.

20       We thank you for this afternoon.  We thank you for this

21       meeting.  We thank you for our Board of Police

22       Commissioners.  We ask a blessing on the board and

23       their family.  We extend that to Chief Craig and the

24       DPD family and all the citizens of the City of Detroit,

25       Heavenly Father.  We ask that you continue to bless us,
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1       keep us.  And as we move forward in this meeting we

2       want to look out throughout this nation, that

3       individuals are having issues as we all know, we want

4       to lift them up in terms of their safety and their

5       well-being.  We express our concern for those who need

6       a healing touch.  Lord, we ask that you touch them in

7       so many ways.  Those who are in bereavement and

8       sympathy, we pray for those families, Heavenly Father.

9       We just thank you that we have this opportunity as the

10       board as we move forward.  We just thank you over and

11       over again for your blessing each and every day.

12                 Let the church -- let's try that again.  Let

13       the house say amen.

14                 AUDIENCE:  Amen.

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner

16       Bell.

17                 And we're going to begin introductions.

18       Let's start to my right with Commissioner Sanders.

19                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Commissioner Derrick

20       Sanders, At-Large.

21                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Commissioner Conrad

22       Mallett.

23                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Commissioner Elizabeth

24       Brooks, At-Large.

25                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Commissioner
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1       Eva Garza-Dewaelsche, At-Large and Vice Chair.

2                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Willie Bell,

3       District 4.

4                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Commissioner Reginald

5       Crawford, District 3.

6                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Commissioner Edgar Vann,

7       District 2.

8                 And I have a preaching license for

9       Commissioner Bell before he leaves.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner

11       Vann.

12                 At this time, commissioners, you have before

13       you the agenda for September 7th, 2017.

14                 What's your pleasure?

15                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Move for --

16                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Move for adoption.

17                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Second.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

19       supported that we approve the agenda for September 7,

20       2017.

21                 Is there any discussion?

22                 Those in favor?

23                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

25                 The motion carries.
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1                 At this time, commissioners, you have before

2       you the approval for the minutes from August 31st,

3       2017.

4                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

5                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Second.

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

7       supported that we approve the minutes from August 31st,

8       2017.

9                 Is there any discussion?

10                 Those in favor?

11                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

12                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

13                 The motion carries.

14                 At this time, Mr. Hicks, would you please

15       introduce the rest of the staff.

16                 MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I do

17       want to indicate just before we get to those

18       introductions that Sergeant Quinn is taping the session

19       this afternoon, Media Service is doing audio visual

20       work, and that Sheila Rice is the court reporter.

21                 And to my immediate right is, of course,

22       Mr. Brown.  And if we go to -- I do want to note that

23       HR Director Oxendine is still away from the office.

24                 And then if we go to the first row, starting

25       in the corner here is Mr. Wyrick who is our attorney,
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1       of course, and Ms. Johnson who's in the fiscal area,

2       Ms. Blossom who's in our media community outreach, Ms.

3       White who is our policy person, of course.

4                 And then I go to Interim Chief Investigator

5       Lawrence Akbar who will in turn introduce himself and

6       other members of his staff as well who are here.

7                 MR. AKBAR:  Good afternoon, honorable board.

8       I'm Chief Investigator Lawrence Akbar from the Office

9       of Chief Investigator.  I have the pleasure of

10       introducing my talented staff.  I'm going to start off

11       with Acting Supervising Investigator LiSonya Sloan,

12       Senior Investigator Adela Rivera, Investigator Carolyn

13       Nichols, Investigator Coleman, Investigator Marquitta

14       Stanton (ph) and last -- Investigator Gianna Coulter

15       (ph), and last but not least Investigator Daniel

16       Calloway.  Thank you.

17                 MR. HICKS:  And, Madam Chair, you do have a

18       quorum.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  I'd like to

20       acknowledge the presence of Commissioner Willie Burton.

21                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present, Madam Chair.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you for joining

23       us.

24                 At this time I'd like to introduce standing

25       in for Chief Craig is Assistant Chief Williams.
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1                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair, thank you

2       very much.  The Chief he has a certain amount of

3       vacation days.  Last year he didn't use all of them so

4       they took them.  So he utilized one of those days.

5                 Again, I'm going to start off with Deputy

6       Chief Barren and ask for all our members if you'll

7       raise your hand and just state who you are and where

8       you work for all the department members.

9                 D.C. BARREN:  Deputy Chief Barren,

10       Neighborhood Policing East.

11                 COMMANDER SIMS:  Deshaune Sims, Commander of

12       number 12 precinct.

13                 CAPTAIN CHAMBERS:  Captain Michael Chambers,

14       Internal Controls.

15                 LIEUTENANT PECK:  Lieutenant Joseph Peck,

16       Office of Neighborhood Policing.

17                 SERGEANT HEWITT:  Sergeant Gerald Hewitt,

18       Office of the Chief.

19                 SERGEANT TORRES:  Sergeant Torres, Office of

20       (Inaudible).

21                 (Inaudible)

22                 SERGEANT ENGEL:  Dawn Engel, SVU.

23                 (The balance of the staff introductions were

24                 inaudible.)

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Is that it, sir?



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 9

1                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  That's it.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Thank you

3       all for coming.

4                 At this time are there any elective officials

5       or representatives of elected officials?  If so, please

6       stand and give your name for the record.

7                 MR. DIVERS:  Members of the board, I'm Arthur

8       Divers.  I'm the liaison for the Honorable George

9       Cushinberry, Detroit City Council, District 2.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Dr. Divers.

11                 At this time, as the Chair mentioned in his

12       invocation, on behalf of the board we continue to

13       express our support and concerns for our fallen

14       officers and their families.

15                 Also on the agenda today we will not have a

16       presentation today from Human Resources as Director

17       Oxendine is still away from the office dealing with a

18       death in her family.  And I've asked Director Oxendine

19       to provide us with her normal update in October.  So

20       she'll be giving two reports in October.

21                 As I'm sure everyone is aware, the southern

22       parts of our nation continues to be lashed by tropical

23       storms and hurricanes.  We express our condolences to

24       the families whose lives have been changed by these

25       dramatic storms.  Within the next few days I am
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1       encouraging commissioners to support the Chief in

2       outstanding efforts to help support First Responders in

3       that region.

4                 I also understand that the DOPC staff is

5       looking at ways that we can make a more direct

6       contribution to the relief effort even as we will be --

7       even though we will be away from the city attending the

8       NACOLE conference next week.  So please expect an

9       E-mail with those details.

10                 I've also added to the agenda the Chief's

11       recommendations for the fourth round of departmental

12       promotions for lieutenants and sergeants.  A summary of

13       the promotional package was E-mailed to the board

14       members on Tuesday.  I'm hopeful that we can move on

15       this matter later in the meeting.

16                 Our conference packages for NACOLE are

17       available today and you should have binders.  Those of

18       you who don't have binders will receive them even

19       though you're not going to the conference.  And I want

20       to thank the staff for putting together the binders.

21       They are very well done.  And hopefully, commissioners,

22       you'll get a chance to look at everything in the

23       binders.

24                 Again, because of the conference we have

25       cancelled the September 14th meeting.  Our next meeting
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1       we will return is a community meeting to be held

2       Thursday, September 21st, 2017 at the Operating

3       Engineers, Local 324 located at 1550 Howard Street,

4       Detroit, Michigan.  Our commissioner host for the

5       community will be Commissioner Sanders and myself.

6                 And last but not least, many of our young

7       people have already begun to return to school.  I ask

8       the department and members of our community to extend a

9       watchful eye in an effort to protect our young people

10       as they engage in one of the most important and

11       challenging endeavors of their lives.  The education of

12       our children is one of the most important

13       responsibilities that we have as a society.  We

14       encourage all to take special advantage of the

15       necessary preparation toward our collective futures.

16                 And, I'm sorry, in conclusion, I want to end

17       my report by letting Detroiters with families in the

18       regions affected by Harvey, and now Irma, that we stand

19       with you.  And to all those impacted we are praying for

20       you, and we hope you stay safe and experience the best

21       possible outcomes.

22                 So that concludes my report, commissioners.

23                 At this time we're going to have a report

24       from A.C. White.

25                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So I'll put on my A.C. White
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1       hat.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Williams.  I'm sorry.

3       Okay.  W, W. I'm sorry.

4                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  That's okay.  I'm going to

5       look back at all of the recorded sessions we have and

6       see how many times I was actually called Williams.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

8                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Because I think I'm actually

9       going to change my name tomorrow.

10                 So we continue to trend down.  Currently for

11       our violent crime we're at seven percent reduction

12       year-to-date compared to 2016.  And also with our

13       property crime we're seven percent down year-to-date.

14                 The one thing I do -- I would like to do is

15       just talk about the officers we have going down to

16       Texas and help out Houston.  And what they're literally

17       doing is it's a drive to assist the First Responders

18       who are responding to all those individuals who have

19       need down in Houston.  And a lot of times a lot of us

20       will forget that the First Responders are also citizens

21       of the community.  So not only are they affected, but

22       they have to -- in addition and overcoming being

23       affected by Hurricane Harvey, they also have to make

24       sure that they take care of everybody who's affected by

25       it.
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1                 So this drive was basically put together to

2       get down needed items that those First Responders would

3       have who are working some up to 20 hours a day to

4       ensure that they can continue doing what they're doing

5       down there.

6                 We have ten members who volunteered to go

7       down.  They're going to be going in a RV and they'll be

8       escorting the semi down.

9                 Chief Craig who was on a vacation day today

10       actually came in to see that truck off and to do a

11       brief news conference prior to that.  I tried to talk

12       to him for a brief second.  He said, "I'm on vacation,

13       Arnold, so make this quick."

14                 But after the brief conversation it's a great

15       thing that the entire community, not just the city of

16       Detroit, but outside agencies, outside cities, all came

17       in and donated, members who are on the department,

18       members of the community, business members.  It was

19       just a great thing to see.

20                 So that's pretty much all I have.  Are there

21       any questions for me about crime or anything else I'll

22       take at this time?

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioners?

24                 Commissioner Bell.

25                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I just want
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1       to appreciate the Chief's initiative to respond to the

2       First Responders under those situations.  As you well

3       know, we had a police officer from Houston PD trying to

4       make it to report to duty and lost his life.  And I was

5       in Memphis recently and encountered some of the people

6       who had fled out even, you know, from the Mississippi

7       to Memphis area in terms of that situation.  So I think

8       that's really a noble effort to have that, you know,

9       initiative to respond in that manner.

10                 And I want to compliment D.C. Barren for

11       attending the Fifth Precinct police community meeting

12       last night and sharing introduction and also sharing

13       some of their concerns with the people there.  It was

14       well attended, as you well know.

15                 And I just want to encourage that perhaps we

16       need to do more as police commissioners.  We have about

17       11 different police community organizations that have a

18       citywide meeting.  But, as I tried to explain, most of

19       them do not attend our meetings, or even when we host

20       in that area.  And I got a little feedback in terms of

21       our last meeting, you know, at the marina there.

22                 So I want to try to challenge us to -- first

23       of all, we need to really go to them and have some type

24       of interaction, some Powerpoint, to really explain the

25       role of what we take for granted.  But police community
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1       relations have been around for -- ever since I was on

2       the department back in 1902.

3                 I had to throw that out for Commissioner

4       Mallett, because he always --

5                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I was waiting.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  He always dates me.

7                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  That was going to be a

8       nice slow one right down the middle.  I was going to

9       knock that one out of the park.

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  But I think it's crucial

11       that -- and I talked to Ms. Pannell and -- you know, we

12       just need to do more of that to -- because sometimes I

13       think they sort of lose their thrust.  But the thrust

14       is they're a police community forum.  That's why

15       they're there.  And we want to make sure that they

16       stick to their mission and they're on focus point.  So

17       they change leadership quite often.  And I think we

18       just need to have more interaction in each district

19       especially and then also at large.  So I just want to

20       commend the D.C. for taking time out in terms of his

21       scheduling.

22                 So on a little note, there's no vacation time

23       for a Chief of Police so -- but I understand if he

24       wanted to get away for a minute, but I appreciate that.

25                 Thank you, Madam Chair.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Mallett.

3                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Go ahead, Burton.

4                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I just want to just

5       bring a correction.  You mentioned for the Third

6       Precinct community relations meeting when we come back

7       that you and Commissioner Sanders will be hosting that.

8       I also have a large portion of 3.  I think you and I

9       are the two commissioners that represent 3.  So I was

10       not mentioned as a cohost.

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  Commissioner

12       Mallett.

13                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Along the same lines

14       as Commissioner Bell, I'm wondering in order,

15       Commissioner -- Madam Chairperson, in order to make our

16       police committee meetings more effective, I wonder if

17       we could consider coordinating the precinct community

18       meeting.  Why couldn't we have our Board of Police

19       Commissioners meeting before the precinct meeting or

20       somehow or another coordinate the schedules?  Because

21       if part of what we want to do is educate the community,

22       from the hospital business increasingly we have to go

23       where the people are and stop expecting that if we

24       really want to change their health status they have to

25       come to us, because when they come to us it's an
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1       emergency.  If we're going to intervene in an organized

2       manner, we have to go to them.

3                 So I would think that maybe we would have the

4       secretary of the board think about ways for us to be

5       present in an organized manner where the 11 community

6       agencies that Commissioner Bell was talking about are

7       already having something.  Maybe we can tag on and

8       maybe we can -- because I was at a community meeting

9       last night.

10                 And, Madam Chairperson, this is just an

11       interesting thing.  I was looking at the administrative

12       messages here on license plate readers.  And I read

13       through it real quickly, because lots of people who I

14       thought were thoroughly informed who are telling me --

15       and, A.C. Williams, maybe you can inform me, because

16       this does not appear to support what was being said.

17       But last night people in the community were saying that

18       the police department has the ability to drive down the

19       street and through some mechanism determine whether or

20       not they have current insurance.

21                 Is that right?

22                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  That's the state.

23                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So right now through our Law

24       Enforcement Information Network if we run your

25       registration or your VIN it should come back if you
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1       have valid insurance.

2                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So if you run the --

3       so I'm driving in my car and let's suppose that I make

4       a right turn that you might think is a little faster

5       than it should have been.  So you can check to see

6       whether or not obviously the car is stolen, this, that

7       and the other, but then also you determine whether or

8       not we have insurance?

9                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  And that's going to be

10       connected through SOS.  So when you apply for your

11       registration you have to provide proof of insurance.

12                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Right.

13                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So that's how that is

14       attached to the actual plate when we do the stop.

15       Sometimes it doesn't work for us.  So what the state

16       has done is they changed the laws.  You don't have to

17       have paper proof of insurance.  You can show it to us

18       on your phone.

19                 So what the whole purpose of it is to

20       actually aid the citizen to more accurately or more --

21       I guess have a greater availability to show proof of

22       insurance in case they lose that piece of paper.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  But when you come up

24       to the car you already know if my insurance is valid?

25                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Yes, for the most part.  Now
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1       sometimes the system doesn't work, but that can happen.

2                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Wow.

3                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Because the LEIN is slow

4       sometimes or the LEIN is not working sometimes, but if

5       everything is in a perfect world and everything is

6       working, I'll know when I go up to your car if it's a

7       valid registration and if you're insured.

8                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

9                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Well, hold on

10       Crawford.  I ain't done.

11                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I didn't hear

12       anything.

13                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Well, I'm trying to

14       get over being stunned, man.

15                 So I mean -- and so now, Madam Chairperson, I

16       mean obviously I'm a member of the Board of Police

17       Commissioners and I did not know that.  And so there

18       are -- there was a lot of confusion in the audience

19       about whether that was true, A.C. Williams, whether it

20       was not what would prompt -- and so what would prompt

21       the occasion to investigate whether or not the license

22       actually was proper and everything associated with it

23       was current.

24                 So I do -- this goes back then to the point

25       that Commissioner Bell was making.  There's just a ton
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1       of information about the rules and regulations of life

2       in general, but particularly as it relates to how we

3       manage ourselves in public that people just don't know.

4                 I remember we were talking about the very

5       unfortunate incident involving Bishop Vann, about the

6       level of tint associated with your window, number one,

7       and number two what the requirement is of the citizen

8       if you have a tinted window, what you're supposed to do

9       when the police officer walks up to your car.  I

10       guaranty you 99.9 percent of the people in the city of

11       Detroit don't know that.

12                 And, A.C. Williams, then obviously what was

13       being said last night was true.  What they were saying,

14       Madam Chairperson, was that then the whole towing

15       controversy then pops back up, because if you're now

16       driving in the car and it's not properly licensed and

17       you're -- let's suppose they see that your driver's

18       license is also expired or something like that.  So

19       you're not supposed to be driving, the car gets towed.

20       I mean, this -- what they were really suggesting that

21       this was some kind of conspiracy around getting cars

22       towed.  And I couldn't answer the question

23       appropriately, because I didn't have any -- I didn't

24       have the information to respond.

25                 So I just point out that to Bell's point
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1       about educating the community somehow or another we

2       have got to produce a citizen guide to little known

3       facts about citizen responsibility.  Because, I tell

4       you, every time I come here I learn something that I

5       did not know, and I'm the former Chief Justice of the

6       Michigan Supreme Court.  And I just did not know, man,

7       that you could drive down the street and figure out

8       that if my insurance was current.  And for a lot of

9       people, of course, that's a huge issue, particularly

10       the people who are getting LA Insurance that's seven

11       days long.

12                 So I mean it's just an issue.  And we have to

13       do a better job I think of presenting this information

14       so that people don't attach to the police departments'

15       very appropriate execution of their responsibility, you

16       know, some kind of bad intention, but people when they

17       don't know assume the worst.

18                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

19                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  And through the Chair, just

20       to make one quick address to that, what we glean from a

21       plate we can't stop.  If we run a plate and we find out

22       that your vehicle is an unregistered vehicle, I can't

23       stop you because what I read is the vehicle is a

24       unregistered vehicle.  It has to be some type of a

25       moving violation or some infraction where I can stop
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1       you where I actually can say, okay, now I see that your

2       vehicle is unregistered.  It has to be something.  It

3       has to be some visible violation.

4                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Well, A.C., now come

5       on.

6                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Well, listen --

7                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I mean, that may be

8       very true in Detroit, but I drive through Ferndale

9       taking my kid to school regularly, and the police swoop

10       in right in behind me, and they're trying to make damn

11       sure that the African-American man in this Cadillac

12       with this kid is properly in the place where he is

13       currently.  So --

14                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  I'm not talking about -- I'm

15       talk about running LPRs.  So for the license plate

16       reader, or if I'm typing your plate in, if I see that

17       you don't have insurance I'm not going to stop you

18       because you don't have insurance.  I did misspeak.  If

19       I type it in, it shows that your plate is not

20       registered or that the registration is expired, I can

21       stop you for that.  But, if it shows that you don't

22       have insurance, I can't stop you for that.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Okay.  And so I hope

24       you're always the person behind me, because I don't

25       believe that for a second.
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1                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yeah, I don't either.  I

2       don't either, not after what I've been through.

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Mr. Crawford.

4                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, through

5       the Chair and through Commissioner Mallett.

6                 What I want to say is that I think that took

7       effect approximately maybe a year or so ago where the

8       State starting entering all this information into the

9       system.  And as Chief just expounded on also, too, your

10       license plate readers will show that automatically

11       without even manually entering that into the system

12       that your insurance is expired.  And also, too, if you

13       don't -- I mean expired outside of even 30 days.  If

14       you don't renew your insurance, it will automatically

15       show up, because the insurance companies send that

16       information to the State.  I believe it's like every

17       couple weeks that data is updated.  So if you don't

18       renew your insurance.

19                 And also, too, everything is paperless now.

20       It's gone high tech.  You can keep it on, as was

21       stated, on your cell phone.  There are cell phone apps

22       that if you go to your insurance website you can

23       download a mobile app and it will put this on your

24       phone.  And, of course, you're supposed to have the

25       actual proof of insurance, which is paper in your car,
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1       but if you don't to my understanding it is acceptable

2       for them to just look on your phone and see that it is

3       current, so ...

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner

5       Crawford.

6                 Commissioner Dewaelsche.

7                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  I actually had

8       a question about -- I'm going to go back to the Houston

9       initiative we have with the department.  How many

10       officers were we sending and also how long were they

11       going to be there or do we have an idea?

12                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So we're sending ten

13       officers.  And they're literally just going to be there

14       to deliver the supplies that they have, but they are

15       going to stay for that sergeant's funeral.  So after

16       the sergeant's funeral they're going to come back.

17                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Okay.  Great.

18       And then I just -- one other comment.  Thank you,

19       Chief.  One comment regarding what Commissioner Mallett

20       is indicating about having the meeting in one of the

21       precincts, you know.  They have 12 meetings a year, I

22       believe, and we could schedule one meeting.  I think

23       the challenge would be that the precinct would not be

24       large enough --

25                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yeah.
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1                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  -- to hold, you

2       know, our police commission meeting.  I'm just thinking

3       of 12 --

4                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  No, no.  I hear you.

5                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  -- where we

6       have the meetings.  But we could, you know, one meeting

7       a year for that precinct we could have it at a

8       different venue.  I think that's an excellent idea.

9                 And I agree with Commissioner Mallett.  There

10       are a lot of things that they just don't know, and this

11       would be a great -- an opportunity for us to provide

12       them with that to educate them.  So I agree with that.

13                 Thank you.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

15                 Commissioner Crawford.

16                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, through

17       the Chair.

18                 Assistant Chief, if Deputy Chief Barren could

19       come up and expound on something we discussed last

20       week, the issue pertaining to outside units coming into

21       the city of Detroit, the procedure, protocol and policy

22       that is now in place or soon to be implemented.

23                 D.C. BARREN:  And through the Chair, I'll

24       touch back on what Commissioner Bell was referring to,

25       because this issue did come up at the community
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1       meeting.  They were very concerned about what happened

2       with the West Bloomfield incident.  And so we'll go

3       back to what the Detroit Police response is.  After

4       this aired and became such a big deal, the Police Chief

5       directed us to come up with a protocol for the courtesy

6       call of a outside agency calling us to let us know

7       they're going to exercise a search warrant or an arrest

8       warrant in our city.

9                 And the reason I put the emphasis on courtesy

10       call is because once their warrant is signed by a judge

11       or a magistrate there's no law that makes them contact

12       us or have us present at the search warrant or arrest

13       warrant.  So it's a courtesy.

14                 We do, as Detroit Police Department, when we

15       go outside the city we give courtesy calls, and

16       generally that agency will send someone with us.  And

17       so we're asking these agencies do the same.

18                 And before I go on to the actual protocol, we

19       did make contact with a number of agencies outside the

20       city, verbal phone calls, to include the task force

21       that did exercise that warrant in the city that drew

22       the controversy.  They were excited about the protocol

23       once we went over the parameters of it and said it

24       makes sense.

25                 So dive into the actual protocol.  So the
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1       outside agency wants to exercise a search warrant or an

2       arrest warrant in the city of Detroit.  They will call

3       Communications.  Communications will then collect the

4       information by way of who's calling, what the agency is

5       and a phone number and then a staging area so that we

6       can send a DPD liaison to meet with them.

7                 The Communication section will then contact

8       Detroit Police Department's metropolitan division

9       captain, commander and deputy chief in ascending order.

10       And so the captain who received the first call he would

11       assign a supervisor from the metropolitan division to

12       rendezvous with that agency, and then again that

13       supervisor will serve as the liaison.

14                 And so the definition of what the liaison is,

15       so the liaison responsibility will be to, one, provide

16       a presence, a visible presence that DPD is on scene and

17       available.  And the liaison would interact with the

18       community who would come out and have concerns.  The

19       liaison would call for additional units or call for EMS

20       when those needs arise.

21                 And again, and I'll put the emphasis on this

22       point, because in that particular incident there was

23       allegations of some mistreatment to our citizens.  So

24       that supervisor would be responsible for and have the

25       courage to report or intervene in any misconduct geared
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1       towards the citizens or refute any allegations of the

2       same.

3                 One thing that the liaison would not do, he

4       would not be involved -- he or she would not be

5       involved in the tactical deployment, and they will not

6       report directly to the location for obvious safety

7       reasons.  I will not go straight there, but rather ask

8       permission before I go to the staging area and come in

9       together.

10                 This process is working.  As recently as

11       today, Dearborn called for a narcotics warrant.  Prior

12       to that FBI and another agency before that.  So it is

13       working, and we are deploying that liaison.

14                 Any questions?

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any questions,

16       commissioners?

17                 Commissioner Crawford.

18                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Thank

19       you for that, Deputy Chief.  Above all of this I think

20       it's most important just about safety, too, is the

21       safety of the officers.  You know, officers coming in

22       and outside the city, it's a matter of officer safety.

23                 Years ago, I mean some 30 years ago, I worked

24       undercover for seven years, and every time we left the

25       city of Detroit we did a lot of surveillances in
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1       suburbia.  Sometimes we started them out there and came

2       in because of information we had most often we went

3       from the city of Detroit there.  We always notified

4       outside agencies.  We didn't -- and oftentimes they

5       won't tell you what they're doing out there or what

6       they -- you know, why we were there, but we let them

7       know that we were there, for the purposes that we're

8       there, we're in that particular area, you know.  We

9       don't have to basically tell them, and they didn't

10       really mind.  But, like you said, it goes even beyond

11       -- well, I say it even goes beyond courtesy.  It's

12       about officer safety.

13                 And then, of course, what happened in these

14       two incidents in the city of Detroit is, you know,

15       people in the neighborhood, the community didn't -- you

16       know, they realize you got armored vehicles coming down

17       the street, and this is an outside agency and things

18       are done.

19                 So I just want to commend you and the

20       department and the Chief and all who are involved in

21       basically -- you know, this is nothing new, because

22       this has been going on for years where, you know, we

23       always made outside notifications.  But now, you know,

24       the protocol, procedures and policies in place that

25       this will be done just, you know, like you said, a
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1       courtesy phone call, just let us know, you know,

2       citizens of the police department first and foremost

3       that you're coming in here and doing something.

4       Because, you know, we don't just go -- I mean, I'm

5       certain we don't just go into other cities and just do

6       things without making a phone call letting that police

7       department know that we're there.

8                 So I want to thank you and, you know, I look

9       forward to things -- like you said, it's working

10       already with just the incidents that occurred today.

11                 A.C. BARREN:  Right.  And through the Chair,

12       I would like to go back and talk about kind of what you

13       were pointing to.  Deconfliction is what we call it.

14       What that is is a mechanism in place.  And that is more

15       a mandate outside of the courtesy call.  With

16       deconfliction you call in to the number and they will

17       alert the raiding crew, if you will, as to if there's

18       another unit or agency targeting that same location so

19       there won't be a blue on blue type situation.  So that

20       is more of a mandate, but the actual courtesy call is

21       what it is and we have put structure to that.

22                 In addition to that, I know I shared within

23       the AC's office we do have a teletype out with this

24       information containing what the procedure is, and I did

25       enforce the AC's office to --
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1                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  It's still under review at

2       this time.

3                 A.C. BARREN:  So it will be out within a day

4       or so.

5                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

6                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Through the Chair.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes, sir.

8                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  This question is for

9       A.C. Barren.  Is it possible this board can get a

10       protocol of that here?

11                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  A copy.

12                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  A copy of it.

13                 A.C. BARREN:  Yes, sir.

14                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  The protocol.

15                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's still under review.

16                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So the actual teletype is

17       still under review, but we can send out the tentative

18       plan that we actually submitted to all outside

19       agencies.  So we can send that to the board.  And then

20       the teletype, once the teletype is complete, I'll make

21       sure I send a copy to Mr. Hicks.

22                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Thank you.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any other questions?

24                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I just want

25       to make one more point in terms of all this dialogue
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1       that people have a perception of police in America, and

2       that's based on all these TV shows.  There's nothing

3       from "CSI" to "Law and Order," there's nothing about

4       protect and serve.  If you want to watch policing in

5       action doing everything wrong, then if you tune in on

6       those TV shows that's the reality of Hollywood

7       presenting and that's what people see, and they feel as

8       though that's how we respond.

9                 So Commissioner Mallett's correct.  We must

10       enlighten commissioners.  We must enlighten the public

11       also about our really role to serve and protect,

12       because young people growing up with that mentality,

13       with the video games and all that portrayed, and we

14       grew up with "Dragnet," now you've got "Law and Order."

15       See, there's nothing positive and redeeming about those

16       shows, but that is the image of law enforcement in this

17       country.  So some people tie into that, police officers

18       tie into it, the public feel as though that's how we

19       respond.

20                 You see them all the time, right?  You watch

21       those shows.  People love those shows, but there's no

22       redeeming value because there's no balance there.  And

23       people have that perception of policing in America, and

24       that's something we're trying to buffer and trying to

25       encounter positively.
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1                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Madam Chair.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Vann.

3                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  A couple of questions.

4       Since we were talking about the protocols and what have

5       you, unfortunately I was not able to be here last week.

6       And I know that you probably discussed ad infinitum the

7       incident with Damon Grimes, but I was just wondering

8       was there an update on the situation?

9                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Right now the department is

10       still conducting their independent investigation.  We

11       have not completed it.  Once it's completed it will be

12       submitted to the prosecutor's office, Prosecutor

13       Worthy's office.

14                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  I want to add that I

15       think that what Commissioner Mallett has said has great

16       value to citizens of Detroit.  We're just sitting here

17       in our meeting talking about various changes of

18       protocols and policies that the police are observing

19       that the citizens know nothing about.  And this could

20       be the reason for much of the disconnect that takes

21       place during traffic stops.  And I'm trying not to be

22       an advocate for, but this could very well be.

23                 For example, and I've raised this before, and

24       I don't know -- people don't particularly think it's

25       important.  But this new thing with bike lanes here in



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 34

1       Detroit.

2                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Nobody understands

3       that.

4                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Nobody understands this.

5       They don't even understand even the logic behind why

6       certain bike lanes are put in certain neighborhoods.

7       No one understands that.  And so when people don't

8       understand the thing they automatically become negative

9       and they begin to think that something is

10       conspiratorial.  And the conspiratorial narrative

11       continues to proliferate, because people don't have an

12       understanding of what's happened.  They don't have --

13       we've not educated anyone about what they're supposed

14       to do with a bike lane, do they drive in it, do they

15       not drive in it.

16                 You know, I was going down the street the

17       other day and this biker just comes straight across

18       while I'm going straight legally, while I'm going

19       straight legally, not running a red light, of course,

20       and going straight.  And, you know, had I hit that

21       individual it would have been an, Oh, Lord, have mercy

22       situation.

23                 But the thing is that the average citizen,

24       and especially citizens who have lived in this city for

25       many, many years and believe that they know their city,
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1       believe that they're accustomed to rules, regulations,

2       laws, ordinances and other kinds of things that they

3       are supposed to observe and believe in their hearts

4       that they're doing the right thing.  And yet we have

5       all kinds of -- we can sit up here today and ratify ten

6       different protocols and say, ha-ha, we've done some

7       great stuff, and nobody out there knows anything about

8       it.

9                 And I just think it's -- I think it's going

10       to lead to more and more of a disconnect between

11       indigenous Detroiters and -- I mean that, indigenous

12       Detroiters and law enforcement in a lot of different

13       areas.  It's not good to be a commissioner and sit in a

14       community meeting --

15                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  And not know.

16                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  -- and stuff is being

17       discussed and people are angry and you're there

18       representing them.  These are your constituents, and

19       you can't assuage them in any way because you don't

20       even have the proper information.  I mean, that doesn't

21       make any sense to me.

22                 And we're changing a lot of the thought and

23       the narrative in this city, whether you agree with it

24       or don't agree with it.  It's changing anyway at an

25       accelerated pace.  And I just think it's important for
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1       not only us to know, but it's important for everybody

2       to know what the protocols, procedures are, what can I

3       be stopped for and what I cannot be stopped for so I

4       can make up in my own mind, ah-ha, you know, maybe you

5       made up this traffic infraction so that you can stop me

6       for something else or whatever.  I just think we need

7       to know, and I think the citizens deserve to know.

8                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Any other comments,

9       commissioners?

10                 That issue was addressed when we brought that

11       up to the Mayor and the Chief in a monthly meeting

12       maybe two months ago, the lack of communication with

13       the public with regards to the bike lanes, with regards

14       to the Q-Line, not knowing how to maneuver around the

15       Q-Line, and it's a huge issue.

16                 And I brought up to the Mayor that I saw in

17       midtown where a car was pulled over -- no.  There were

18       police officers actually on the Q-Line track, and the

19       Q-Line couldn't move because the officers were on the

20       track and, you know, just maybe the officers don't know

21       either.

22                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Right.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  You know, there's a lot

24       of information that actually needs to come to light.

25       And I think that we should move forward with -- I'll



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 37

1       bring that up again to the Mayor.  We talked about

2       doing PSAs, public service announcements, in regards to

3       the bike lanes and things like that.  But I think that

4       the Chief already has a platform for some of these

5       things through his Facebook, and maybe even we can

6       start doing a Facebook page where we actually put

7       information out there until we can come up with a

8       permanent solution.  So I like the idea of the booklet,

9       but it's going to take some time to --

10                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  No question, yeah.

11                 Madam Chairperson, I think that's a wonderful

12       suggestion.  And I know nobody wants to hear this, but

13       I do think that when we renew our licenses, instead of

14       it being automatic you should be forced to take the

15       test.  And the reason I say that is is because the test

16       ain't hard.  You read the thing five minutes before you

17       take the test, but you would stop when you got to the

18       bike lane portion because you've never seen that

19       before.  And you would say, now, what is this about.

20                 And I do think -- or the tinted window

21       portion of it.  I do think, Madam Chairperson, that the

22       assumption that we are going to be able to get this

23       information out granularly where everybody sees it

24       could be very, very hard.  If we don't create a

25       mechanism where people are forced to digest the
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1       information that the police officer -- the police

2       department is putting on in one form or another.  So I

3       know it will be a burden.  I know nobody wants to take

4       the test.  I like mailing in my license, I just want to

5       get it back, why do you want me to stand in a line, on

6       and on and on.  But, you know, I mean I'll admit it.

7                 I don't -- can I turn -- whose responsibility

8       is it to stop when it's time for me to turn right and

9       there's a bike lane.  My car weighs three or 4,000

10       pounds.  I'm assuming that the biker is clear that if

11       there's an argument between my car and his bike he

12       loses, but maybe not.  Maybe I'm supposed to stop so he

13       can go, but I don't know the answer to that.  And I've

14       got a bike lane now near my house so it would be good,

15       because I'm also right near the Twelfth Precinct.  So I

16       probably should get right on this.

17                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  And through the Chair, just a

18       short point of explanation.  A bike on the roadway has

19       to obey the same rules as a motor vehicle on the

20       roadway.

21                 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  They don't.

22                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Yes, they do.  They have to

23       stop at a stop sign, and they have to signal if they're

24       going to turn.  And they can actually be issued an

25       ordinance violation if they fail to do so.
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1                 Now, is it enforced?  Not so much, no.  But

2       is it on the books?  Yes.  So just to explain that --

3       and it's like you said, it's going to be very difficult

4       to get that type of information out.

5                 The last thing I'll say is for police

6       officers how we learn about the laws we either look

7       them up or we -- for the most part we look them up.  We

8       look them up either online or we get a book.  And we

9       buy the book from --

10                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  And you do this, I

11       hope; right?

12                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Those are for department

13       directives, for department members, and that is not

14       specifically all the time covering laws.  They're

15       covering policies, procedures, and sometimes they cover

16       laws outside the department for what every citizen has

17       to obey.  But for the most parts when we do our

18       teletypes and we do our administrative messages they're

19       to get information out to our actual members to what

20       department policy is.  And also sometimes we do cover

21       what the laws are or what specific laws we can enforce

22       or can't enforce.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yeah, but, A.C.

24       Williams, you -- just so I'm clear, you -- the

25       department executive leadership takes the
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1       responsibility of informing the department police force

2       of what the laws are.

3                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  So whenever we --

4                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  They may be looking

5       them up, and that may be somebody's responsibility, but

6       the officer on the street driving a squad car is going

7       to be looking to his or her commander for an update.

8                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So this is what we -- this is

9       what happens.  When you look to the academy, you

10       receive a booklet that has all the laws for the state

11       of Michigan.  It gives you your traffic laws and it

12       gives you your criminal laws.  From that book the

13       officer is basically -- he has his guide of what he can

14       enforce and what he can't enforce.

15                 Now, when updates do come and when we receive

16       updates, we do put those out, and that's usually either

17       from the academy or from our legal -- our attorney that

18       we have that advise the Chief.

19                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

20                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Burton.

21                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I want to just add

22       yesterday I had an opportunity to attend West Village

23       community meeting, and everybody just misses the former

24       commander from number 7, which was A.C. Williams here.

25       And they love how you informed the community.
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1       Everybody was informed of what was going on downtown

2       and all around number 7.

3                 And I know there was some concerns before

4       like with the bike lanes and stuff like that with a lot

5       of the bikers, but when A.C. was the commander over at

6       number 7, I mean he did a great job as far as working

7       with those communities within number 7.  And now you've

8       got a lot of families, you know, that's pulling out

9       their bikes and they out there riding with Slow Roll.

10                 So it was that relationship with -- when A.C.

11       was the commander over there working with the

12       community.  And now I'll look at that community right

13       now and they're more informed this year than they were

14       three years ago.

15                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Madam Chair.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner.

17                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Is there still such a

18       thing as a bike license?  When I was a kid -- I know

19       I'm old, but when I was a child you had to have a

20       license to ride in the street.

21                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  So -- and through the Chair,

22       to your point, you can purchase a license.  You should

23       be able to purchase a license from each precinct.  I

24       don't what the cost is, but I know you go to the

25       precinct to buy the license.  Again --
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1                 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  A dollar.

2                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  -- it is not -- thank you.

3       That's exactly, it's a dollar.  That is not something

4       that's always enforced either.

5                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  So in the scenario that

6       Commissioner Mallett mentioned that I have a right to

7       make a right turn and then there's a biker coming

8       through with no license and I'm making a right -- I

9       mean, I'm just saying where do we draw the line here?

10       I mean, this is very serious.  They'll be some very

11       injured people with regard to this, and we're not

12       educating the public, the driver or the bikers.  The

13       bikers are receiving no education either.  So what are

14       we going to do?

15                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Crawford.

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Again,

18       this is an educational moment for me.  It always is,

19       just in life every day.  Commissioner Mallett is right

20       and so is Commissioner Vann.  I think some of the onus

21       is on us as commissioners, too, to use this platform

22       that we have to educate the public.

23                 We oftentimes from the number of people from

24       the department and even outside to come in here and

25       discuss various issues.  It's very informative.  I
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1       submit to Commissioner Vann that we bring someone in

2       here to talk about the biking, the bike safety and the

3       bike process, licensing and whatever.  And I seriously

4       doubt that those license plate readers can read a bike

5       license whether or not it's expired or not.  But I just

6       want to say that.  And I mean just all of the issues,

7       you know, perhaps we can use more of our time at some

8       of these meetings just to bring individuals in.

9                 A couple weeks ago I was talking about the

10       transit system, and look forward to hearing from Chief

11       Ricky Brown who's over the transit system and talk

12       about, you know, the ridership and the safety of it and

13       even the Q-Line.  We talk about the Q-Line, but we

14       actually need to bring some people before us to explain

15       this process and what's going on.  And, you know, not

16       the park on the track B, whether or not you're the

17       police or not, because you're holding up the Q-Line.

18                 So I just want to advocate that we, you know,

19       set aside more time in our meetings to bring in these

20       individuals who have this information and expertise on

21       these particular issues.  It's not only going to be

22       educational to us, but also to the public.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

24                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Brooks and
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1       then Commissioner Burton.

2                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I just have a comment

3       to make.  Something does have to be done, because Henry

4       Ford Health System and HAP have 10 to 12 bikes in every

5       area that you can rent.  And you can't walk in a lot of

6       places.  I have nothing against bikes.  I enjoy

7       watching people ride, but there needs to be some rules

8       and regulations so that we as citizens will know what

9       to do when a bicycle is coming, either driving or

10       walking.

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Burton.

12                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.  You

13       know, I look at the neighborhood associations and stuff

14       like, you know, in number 7 and also number 3, you

15       know.  What I like about number 7, when you had A.C.

16       over there, A.C. Williams and Captain Hope, they did a

17       great job as far as working with the community,

18       updating them, keeping them properly informed.  And

19       that relationship with the community, I mean just

20       watching them going to different community meetings and

21       community relations feeds, that actually worked over at

22       number 7.

23                 I think if we can look at each precinct and

24       allow them to -- not to say they doing it or not doing

25       it, but I just know that number 7 did a phenomenal job
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1       as far as working with those communities as far as with

2       the bikers and things of that nature.

3                 Like I said before, some of the issues that

4       we had with the bikers three years ago taking over all

5       the lanes we don't really have that issue today.  I

6       mean, you know, this year versus three years ago or

7       four years ago.  So a lot of -- you know, I think a lot

8       of people are becoming more aware or cautious about

9       those bike lanes and things of that nature.  And I

10       start to see a lot of the communities starting to speak

11       about this as well as sending out in their newsletters.

12                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Anything further,

13       commissioners?

14                 Thank you.  I'm going to ask that the staff

15       look into those two things to see what we can do.

16                 Commissioners, on the agenda we have an item

17       regarding the fourth round promotions from Chief Craig.

18       The information was E-mailed to everyone on Tuesday, I

19       believe.

20                 MR. HICKS:  Tuesday, yes.

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Tuesday.  So it's not in

22       the packet, though.

23                 MR. HICKS:  No, it's not in the media packet.

24       It was distributed this past Tuesday.  And there was

25       also a notation in that distribution that we would put
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1       that on the -- for board action for today.

2                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

3                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Madam Chairperson,

4       move adoption.

5                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Second.

6                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

7       supported that we approve the fourth round promotions

8       from the Chief of Police.

9                 COMMISSION BELL:  Discussion.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Discussion.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I think we

12       need to highlight promotion -- promoting these from

13       lieutenant to sergeant.  Do we have those names?  We

14       must read those into the record in terms of who we are

15       promoting at this time before we can move this item to

16       some type of resolution.

17                 MR. HICKS:  This is a chart that was mailed

18       out and was prepared by Ms. White.  And given that it's

19       her chart and, therefore, she's more familiar with the

20       way in which the chart is broken down, can I have Ms.

21       White just go to the podium and read off the names?

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  The names.  That's fine.

23                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Madam Chair, I know we

24       can prior ratify this, but there was two names on there

25       that I thought maybe we would take a look at that I
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1       kind of noticed something was going on that I think all

2       the commissioners need to look at before we pass

3       judgment on this, look at this thing and what was going

4       on with them in these records.  It was two names that I

5       looked at personally, and I think that this board

6       should take a chance and look at it before they ratify

7       it.

8                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  Any other

9       discussion, commissioners?

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I agree.  If there's some

11       unreadiness in terms of them, we can address that in

12       closed session in terms of personnel matters at that

13       time.  I think that we had taken that step in the past.

14       But we need to hear the names and then we can discuss

15       before we approve it after we have that discussion in

16       terms of closed session.

17                 MS. WHITE:  Good afternoon, your honorable

18       board.  I am Melanie White, Executive Manager of Policy

19       and Planning.  The following names are in promotion to

20       the position of lieutenant:

21                 Sergeant Devin Dunbeck, Sergeant Richard T.

22       Firsdon, Sergeant Derrick Maye, Sergeant Heather

23       Cameron, Sergeant Sharon McClure, Sergeant Michael

24       Russell, Sergeant Andre Brooks, Sergeant Alexander

25       Roths, Sergeant William Jackson, Sergeant Jerrod
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1       Willis, Sergeant Walter Merida.

2                 And those are the names for the position of

3       lieutenant.  The remaining names are for the position

4       of sergeant.

5                 Corporal Beverly Wilson, Police Officer

6       Thomas Kozlowski, Police Officer Myron Watkins, Police

7       Officer Craig Pomaville, Detective Jarmiare McEntire,

8       Detective Tremayne Burton, Officer Robin Cleaver,

9       Officer Rhonda Sherman, Officer Dennis Smith and

10       Officer Elena Chavez.

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  So at this

12       time we're going to act on promotion as set forth by --

13                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yes, ma'am.  Executive

14       Commissioner Brooks.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I think Commissioner

16       Sanders asked if we could table that until we have an

17       opportunity to discuss that in closed session in terms

18       of his concern.

19                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I really think,

20       Commissioner Mallett, that you should look at this.

21                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I have.

22                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I have, too.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  But I'll be -- Madam

24       Chairperson, I'll follow any direction that you give

25       me.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  So we'll take up

2       the matter in closed session.

3                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Thank you.

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  When we go into closed

5       session.

6                 MR. HICKS:  Madam Chair, you do have a closed

7       session scheduled for this meeting.

8                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

9                 MR. HICKS:  This is a session based upon a

10       recommendation by the Chief of a change-of-duty status

11       where the officer requested to go into closed session.

12       So we automatically go into that one.

13                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  So where is that

14       on the --

15                 MR. HICKS:  It is following the practice that

16       we had established --

17                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  Got it.

18                 MR. HICKS:  It's further down the agenda.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

20                 MR. HICKS:  And that gave that opportunity

21       for people who did not want to stay or gives

22       opportunity for oral communications.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Right.  I got it.  Thank

24       you.

25                 At this time, commissioners, are there any



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 50

1       standing committee reports or ad hoc committee reports?

2                 And we'll have at this time the board

3       secretary's report.

4                 MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  As you

5       can see, there's a list of seven communications that

6       have come into the office over this period of time, and

7       all of these items are listed, just information for

8       you.  They're not marked for action, if you will.

9                 There's no one in particular that I wanted to

10       highlight other than the change-of-duty status for

11       Police Officer Earl Crutchfield, which you'll be

12       handling later on the agenda.

13                 And that completes my report for today.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Hicks.

15                 Commissioners, any old business?

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I'd like to

17       respond to Mr. Hicks' report.  I would request that we

18       through via the attorney, our attorney, receive a

19       briefing from the Law Department in terms of matters

20       that are legally pending.  I think at some point in

21       time we just cannot say it's still within the realm of

22       the Law Department.  I think we need to be briefed at

23       some point in reference to that, with our attorney,

24       then he can brief this board as far as information that

25       is privileged or whatever that is, but these matters
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1       could be spinned on and on indefinitely.  At some point

2       in time I think we need to be up to date in reference

3       to where we are.  I think that type of briefing would

4       be in order for us to undertake in terms of any matter

5       dealing with this towing or Nationwide or whatever.  We

6       need some type of update.

7                 We're not monitoring what's happening in the

8       legal arena, but I think at some point we should be

9       privileged to some information beyond what we just

10       received, you know.  I think that would be more

11       appropriate for us as we move forward.

12                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner, just to call their

13       attention, and this came in yesterday and, therefore,

14       didn't make the cutoff on this particular list.  There

15       was an update that was given to us by A.C. White

16       yesterday.  It was -- and it was immediately circulated

17       to the board.

18                 But the essence of that update was that while

19       the city was involved in the lawsuit with -- I think it

20       was Nationwide Towing, that communications relative to

21       discussions and so forth had to essentially cease.  And

22       there was a notation that A.C. White -- well, a meeting

23       that A.C. White had with the Law Department and in turn

24       that was the basis in which he sent the communications

25       to us.  Not that we were the target of discussing these
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1       particular items, but it was a cautionary I think piece

2       of information coming from the Law Department.

3                 So you should note that when we receive any

4       information that it relates to lawsuits or legal issues

5       we do bring them, but in most cases a lawsuit where we

6       might get an initial influx of at least the filings or

7       something like that at the beginning, we probably don't

8       see any resolution for things for some years.  So we

9       are making an effort to bring forth all the

10       information.

11                 But consistent with the commissioner's

12       request, I will task Mr. Wyrick.  We will go through

13       everything that we have, and he'll give a similar

14       update like he did I think about a month ago or so.

15       And we can even regularize those updates.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  I think that more

17       importantly that we as a board, as the commission,

18       should be getting information from the corporation

19       counsel.  And I think that that's basically what

20       Commissioner Bell is getting at, as opposed to through

21       the police department.

22                 MR. HICKS:  Sure.  Commissioner, and not to

23       prolong the conversation, we do have -- and this was

24       one of the outstanding issues.  We do have an

25       outstanding request to receive information relative to
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1       settlements and judgments that the department's

2       involved in.

3                 If you recall, we did get a partial report at

4       one of our community meetings where Corporation Counsel

5       Hollowell came in and gave a very generalized report in

6       that area.  Our follow-up on that was to request

7       specific details so that we could share that detail

8       with you all.

9                 So we are trying to make -- follow through in

10       that regard, but we don't have a line of information

11       specifically on that type of information that's flowing

12       through the commission at this point.  We're working to

13       get that.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

15                 Anything further?

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I just -- you know, Madam

17       Chair, we had a meeting scheduled with the corporation

18       counsel.  Unfortunately, that meeting did not take

19       place, and that was to address those issues.  So we

20       must reschedule that meeting in the near, near future

21       to try to bring it to some type of head, because those

22       matters are still pending.  So I think those are in

23       line with what you suggested, and I think we're on the

24       same page.  We just cannot sit ideally by and say

25       what's in the legal field, but I think there's certain
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1       information that we should be privileged to where we

2       are, you know, some point in type updates and that type

3       of thing.  That meeting was to resolve some of those

4       issues with the corporation counsel.  Unfortunately,

5       that meeting did not take place, and we would have to

6       reschedule that.

7                 MR. HICKS:  And, Madam Chair, if I can add

8       one other thing, and I'm sorry for being longwinded

9       here.  On the specific question of the towing, which is

10       one of the areas where we have at least a difference,

11       it has been -- from the staff's perspective, it has

12       been our work pursuit to essentially to look at our

13       towing rules, to review those towing rules with the

14       commission where the commission, at least the towing

15       committee of the commission, had made some

16       recommendations that was flowing through the department

17       that what one of the issues that came up was whether or

18       not we had the right to even do or revise those towing

19       rules.

20                 So we are doing the work on the side to make

21       sure that we meet our obligations as given to us by

22       ordinance, but at the same time we are poised to one,

23       receive, information back from the department on their

24       reaction to the suggestions that we've made in terms of

25       the towing rules.
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1                 And then typically what occurs when the

2       department then responds to us from the towing

3       committee, then the towing committee kind of, you know,

4       harmonizes both what the department has said and what

5       the recommendations have been, and then that comes

6       through the full commission to review and to act at its

7       pleasure.

8                 So we're still in that process and waiting

9       for the department to return that information.  And

10       then, of course, there's still the dispute in terms of

11       our authority in this area from the Law Department,

12       which as I understand there is an individual who is

13       going to be reaching out to us soon who's supposed to

14       essentially help us to facilitate a discussion between

15       the Law Department on this particular item.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So I'm going to ask that

17       you contact him instead --

18                 MR. HICKS:  Sure.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  -- of waiting, because

20       we've waited two -- three weeks.

21                 MR. HICKS:  Sure.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Three weeks.  And it was

23       supposed to be a week before he contacted us.  So he

24       hasn't contacted us.  So reach out and contact that

25       person.
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1                 MR. HICKS:  That will be done tomorrow

2       morning.

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Tomorrow morning, okay.

4       Thank you.

5                 Any new business, commissioners?

6                 Under announcements, our next Board of Police

7       Commissioners meeting will be Thursday, September 21st,

8       2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Third Precinct at the

9       Operating Engineers, Local 324, located at 1550 Howard

10       Street, west of Trumbull, north of West Fort hosted by

11       Commissioner Burton, myself and Commissioner Sanders.

12                 There will be no Board of Police

13       Commissioners meeting on Thursday, September 14th,

14       2017, as we will be attending -- most of us will be

15       attending the NACOLE conference in Spokane, Washington.

16                 Our next community meeting will be Thursday,

17       October 12th at 6:30 p.m. in the Seventh Precinct,

18       location is forthcoming.

19                 At this time we will have oral communications

20       from the audience.  Please give your name for the

21       record and limit your comments to two minutes, please.

22                 MR. BROWN:  Madam Chair, I currently have

23       five cards.  Our first speaker will be --

24                 MR. BOWMAN:  I don't get a card?

25                 MR. BROWN:  -- Ms. Faith followed by Ms.
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1       Foster.

2                 MS. FAITH:  Can you all hear me?

3                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yes, ma'am.

4                 MS. FAITH:  Okay.  Again, I commend y'all for

5       the success and everything running smoothly as usual

6       and the way you conduct yourselves amongst each other

7       on very sensitive matters.

8                 I was thinking about the publications or the

9       communications to the citizens to be on the same page

10       as the officers and the commission board about the laws

11       and the different things, about the bicycle lanes and

12       about the traffic and how for the cars as well as for

13       the bikes.  I was thinking about that myself if they

14       had -- if everybody was on the same page and everybody

15       was abreast of what each other knew and it was open to

16       the public it would cause things to be a lot -- run a

17       lot more smoothly if everybody was educated about the

18       same thing as far as the laws in the street and as well

19       as the citizen laws.

20                 And I was thinking, too, about civil

21       liberties and civil laws, too, if there was a

22       publication made out that was readily available to the

23       citizens that the officers were abreast of all the

24       time.

25                 And also I'm going to really -- another
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1       suggestion I had.  If the families would know -- be

2       educated about different things also, that would be I

3       guess under the civil laws.  And if there was a

4       publication or something sent out or even in the

5       libraries where we can go and see if maybe even online

6       or even in a book, that would be very wonderful.

7                 And with that being said that I have one

8       minute left, congratulations for a very successful

9       meeting.  Keep up the good work.  Thank you.

10                 COMMISSIONERS:  Thank you.

11                 MR. BROWN:  Ms. Foster followed by Mr. Davis.

12                 MS. FOSTER:  Hello.

13                 COMMISSIONERS:  Hello.

14                 MS. FOSTER:  My name is Tamilikia Foster.  I

15       am -- I live in Lansing, Michigan.  I came August 19th

16       to the festival for a few people, enjoyed ourselves,

17       went downtown.  I'm sitting on the hood of my car at

18       about two o'clock in the morning.  A drunk driver hit

19       me twice where I flew on the back of the hood and flew

20       out, ended up with a fractured heel, a meniscus disc

21       and a whole other things.

22                 The reason why I bring this forth is because

23       two officers that were there refused to do a report

24       even though the gentleman was clearly intoxicated.

25       They threatened to arrest me, because I was trying to
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1       tell them how to do their job.

2                 I'm not here to insult you, but I'm a nurse

3       and I worked hard to get my career.  And so my body

4       right now is battered.  And the officer himself said

5       don't make a report, it is not necessary, it's only

6       $200 worth of damage.

7                 The gentleman got out the car and accused me

8       of hitting him, a nonmoving car, told me to take $200,

9       that's all it was worth.  The cops stood there and

10       allowed this man to belittle me and berate me.  I'm

11       sitting there bleeding and battered, and the cops

12       refused to make a report.  They said that -- I said you

13       can't let this man drive, he's drunk.  The officer said

14       I'm going to let her drive, because she's not as drunk

15       as him.

16                 Okay.  I am not from your city.  I come to

17       visit.  And for me as a citizen to come here to the

18       city that I thought was on the rise, to encounter that

19       was insulting and belittling.  And to have your officer

20       tell me what the value of my car, my life is, was

21       insulting.  And to have them stand there and belittle

22       me was insulting.

23                 I don't mean to cry, but I'm standing here

24       injured and I'm at a risk of my career because of this

25       injury that was $200.  So your officers refused to make
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1       a report that I had to make a report on.  Your officers

2       refused to call an ambulance that I had to go to the

3       hospital for.  Your officers refused -- they wanted to

4       arrest me, and they said because they knew him, because

5       he was a good guy, they let him go.  And I'm insulted

6       and I don't know what to do and I have rights, so ...

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  I'm going to ask A.C. --

8       did you want to say --

9                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  I think your answer was going

10       to be the answer that I was going to give, so --

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Go ahead.

12                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  I'm very appalled by what I'm

13       hearing.  What you have is a complaint, and that's part

14       of what this board does.  And basically I was going to

15       turn it over to the Chair.

16                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.  So I need you to

17       see --

18                 MS. FOSTER:  I did file a complaint, but I'm

19       going to keep coming to you until somebody does

20       something.

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

22                 MS. FOSTER:  Because when I filed my

23       complaint here, I was told that the officers will never

24       apologize and that they will never show no wrong.

25       These were called secondary officers.  And the officer
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1       said he does special crime victims, the officer in

2       question down there, and that he doesn't know how to do

3       a traffic report.  And they refused to give me their

4       names and their badges and told me to shut up and go

5       home.

6                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

8                 MS. FOSTER:  And there was witnesses, and

9       your cameras did catch this on camera.  Everybody was

10       in shock.  So nobody was able to get their cameras out.

11       They were too busy helping me.  My heel was caught

12       under the heel of the car.  That's how I ended up with

13       a right fractured heel, multiple contusions.  My spine

14       is moved.

15                 So I mean I'm a nurse.  I'm a labor delivery

16       nurse.  I need my body.

17                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So, Commander -- I mean,

18       Commissioner Crawford, did you want to --

19                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, through

20       the Chair.

21                 Yes, ma'am.  Ms. Foster, I offer my apologies

22       for the actions or lack thereof.  Just to go on record,

23       it's really irrelevant as to the amount of damage to

24       your car, the value.  It was an injury accident,

25       because you were injured.
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1                 And getting back to policy we so often talk

2       about, that is the state law that you have to do an

3       accident report when there's an injury involved.  So I

4       mean if it was $5 worth of damage to the car that's

5       totally irrelevant.  You were injured.  I mean, you

6       were seated on the car, wherever you were.

7                 So I'm sure I'll -- you filed a complaint

8       with the Chief Investigator's office?

9                 MS. FOSTER:  I came last week, yes.

10                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  You did?

11                 MS. FOSTER:  Um-hmm.

12                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  All right,

13       ma'am.  Thank you.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  So we'll wait

15       until we get some more information with regards to what

16       they do, what they find out, and we'll be in contact.

17                 MS. FOSTER:  Thank you.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

19                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Madam Chair.  Madam

20       Chair.

21                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes, Commissioner Vann.

22                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  I'd like to know what the

23       protocol is for an officer apology, and I'm very

24       serious about it.  I just think that when -- it it's

25       proven that an officer is -- I don't think that, you
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1       know, officers should just give apologies, you know,

2       profusely, but I think if an officer has made an error,

3       if an officer is wrong, if we're wrong, I think that

4       there needs to be an apology to that particular citizen

5       or to that particular person.  I think it would go a

6       long, long way in helping to, you know, foster good

7       community relations if a mistake has been made that an

8       apology is given.  I mean, I think that is just proper

9       protocol for us as human beings, and I don't understand

10       why it would not be so.  I don't understand why I've

11       never received an apology.

12                 So I can sympathize with the lady who came to

13       us today, because if, in fact, what she says bears out

14       and is true, then I think that someone ought to say

15       we're sorry that happened or give some sort of an

16       apology to the person that it happened to.

17                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  I'm in agreement with

18       that.

19                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.

20                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

21                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  For the department we have no

22       mechanism or procedure, to answer Commissioner Vann's

23       question, where we can compel an officer to make an

24       apology.  But what the department does is we make an

25       apology as representatives of the department for that



9/7/20179/7/2017

Page 64

1       individual if something happens.

2                 And, Commissioner Vann, I'll say this, for

3       anything that you experienced that caused you distress,

4       I do apologize to you on behalf of the department.  And

5       I don't know if that's good enough, but I can let you

6       know that it is never our intent to cause anybody undue

7       stress or harm.  Some of what we do may cause that and

8       some of it we do by omission or by default or by a

9       problem that -- like we received with this complaint.

10       We make mistakes, and when we make those mistakes as

11       leaders of the department we know they're going to be

12       made.  We know we have bad apples.  We know we have for

13       the most part majority great officers, but when those

14       mistakes are made us who lead the department we are

15       going to make those apologies and we're going to push

16       to make sure our officers are comfortable doing it, but

17       we have no mechanism to compel them to make an apology.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So, A.C. Williams, just

19       so that we are clear, even if an officer is working

20       secondary employment they still have to abide by all --

21                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  If an officer is working

22       secondary employment and they see an accident take

23       place with injury, a report should have been, and we

24       also should have requested for medical assistance for

25       that individual.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  Yes, sir.

2                 MR. BROWN:  Mr. Davis followed by Ms. Smith.

3                 MR. DAVIS:  Hello.  My name is William M.

4       Davis.  I'm the president of the Detroit chapter of the

5       National Action Network.

6                 I thought I would pre-inform you all that we

7       are planning to do an informational action on Tuesday

8       at the opening of the Red Wings Arena.  And we want to

9       make sure everything is coordinated and it's going to

10       be a peaceful, nonviolent type of informational action,

11       even though we recognize it's a possibility that others

12       may have different agendas, you know.

13                 So we just wanted to reach out and if

14       possible help to coordinate, you know, let you know in

15       advance that there are a number of people that are

16       very, very upset and displaced with our tax dollars

17       going towards the arena, and especially displeased by

18       the fact, you know -- like I'm also like a city

19       retiree.  And a lot of retirees are especially upset

20       the fact that somebody that never disemboweled the

21       waving of the confederate flag has an opportunity to

22       make money off of our -- that they shouldn't be making.

23                 So there's a number of people that's going to

24       be displeased, but we are advocating and pushing a

25       nonviolent, informational type action.  And we want to
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1       see if there's anybody that would like to help

2       coordinate and make sure that everything -- because it

3       may be others that may not want to be as peaceful.

4                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Civil.

5                 A.C. WILLIAMS:  Through the Chair.  We're

6       aware of a number of protests that will be taking place

7       at the beginning of the Kid Rock concerts to open up

8       the LCA.  And we will have officers that will be

9       responding and that will be stationed there.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

11                 Thank you, Mr. Davis.

12                 MR. BROWN:  Ms. Smith followed by Ms. Butler.

13                 MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chief,

14       commissioners.

15                 COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

16                 MS. SMITH:  I wrote what I had to say down,

17       because I couldn't say it all at once.

18                 We're living in trying times.  People are

19       angry, multiple shootings and killings.  And today

20       Detroit's future is full of challenges.  Racism have

21       invaded the city of Detroit.  State Police shooting and

22       killing of a young boy with a Taser gun because he

23       didn't stop riding his ATF (sic) bike fast he didn't --

24       and he paid with his life.  Detroiters are asked why is

25       it taking ten days to prosecute or investigate this
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1       incident and why is it taking so long.

2                 Chief Craig was on Nolan's program this

3       morning, and nothing was mentioned about this crime.

4       This officer has a record listing two former shootings

5       against him, and that was dismissed, and now he has

6       three lawsuits, including the one that's present in

7       this latest shooting.

8                 We are -- will we ever improve this racism

9       system in our city?  Ron Scott would raise hell if he

10       was alive today.  He truly loved the people of Detroit,

11       and they loved him.  He would be standing here today

12       instead of me.

13                 Now, on a pleasant note, I got in touch with

14       Hall's office, Renee Hall, because I was concerned

15       about the condition there in Texas knowing that she's

16       in Dallas.  I talked with her aide.  She was at a

17       meeting at the City Council.  And she told me -- we

18       talked at length, and she told me that they're 500

19       miles from the flood section.  So, therefore, they

20       weren't in danger, but she loves her job and she gives

21       the best to all of us and she will get in touch with

22       me.  She told me that she'll give her my -- you know,

23       greetings that I called her.

24                 So I just want to let you all know that we're

25       losing some good officers.  We've got some good ones
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1       still here.  But the fact is that Detroit -- we live in

2       a good city and we want to maintain it that way.

3                 So, therefore, I just want the police to be

4       careful what they're doing, and the State Police above

5       all know what their position is in the city here of

6       Detroit.

7                 And thank you for your time.

8                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

9                 Yes, Ms. Smith.

10                 MS. SMITH:  Yes.

11                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  In reference to the

12       shooting and killing of Damon Grimes who was riding the

13       ATV, I was in communication with the Wayne County

14       prosecutor today.  And as you well know, they're two

15       investigations, one by the State Police and an

16       independent investigation by the Detroit Police.

17                 MS. SMITH:  Yes, I am.  Yes.

18                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  So nothing has been

19       turned over to her as of today.  So we talk about the

20       prosecution and it's been ten days.  She, being the

21       Wayne County Prosecutor, Kym Worthy, has to await the

22       completion of the investigations.

23                 MS. SMITH:  Between the two?

24                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

25                 MS. SMITH:  All right.  Well, I have to tell
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1       you this.  They're going to do a marching tomorrow in

2       front of the prosecutors --

3                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, I know.

4                 MS. SMITH:  -- building so -- Bullock and his

5       group.  So I hope that things will work out well with

6       her and her investigation, that she will do the right

7       thing in regards to the situation, because we don't

8       need anymore killings in our city.  It's too much.  And

9       it makes people scared to even go out at night and it's

10       terrible.  We don't want to have no kind of bad

11       reputation.  And I hope everything will work out for

12       the best for all of us in this city, because I love

13       this city.  And I just hate it when I hear the news

14       what's going on in the city and what's going on.

15                 Gilbert is buying buildings like mad down

16       here in my area.  They came in my building a month

17       ago --

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Ms. Smith, your time is

19       up.  Thank you.

20                 MS. SMITH:  All right.  You're welcome.

21       Thank you very much for your attention.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

23                 MR. BROWN:  Ms. Butler followed by

24       Mr. Bowman.

25                 MS. BUTLER:  Good afternoon.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Good afternoon.

2                 MS. BUTLER:  My name is Freida Young-Butler

3       (ph) and I'm a community activist.  I came to correct

4       something that I said August 31st.  I had read it in

5       the Free Press that it was Ms. Mary Waters and instead

6       I did call to verify it's Ms. Mary Smith.  And I'd like

7       to correct whatever -- if I do something in error, I

8       would like to correct that.

9                 Another thing, I would like to thank

10       Commissioner Carter that you recognized a certain a

11       concern last Thursday and you directed that concern to

12       someone who tried to be of help.  So I appreciate that.

13       So thank you.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am.

15                 MR. BOWMAN:  Hi.  I'm Scotty Bowman.  I

16       respect the two-minute time limit.  And my question is

17       is it appropriate for a commissioner at a community

18       meeting to demand going over the two-minute time limit

19       because of his commissioner status?

20                 And secondly, I was just wondering who paid

21       for or how is paid for this particular pamphlet?

22                 And I'm referring to Commissioner Bell at

23       last night's Fifth Precinct community relations

24       meeting.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So your first question
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1       is the two-minute limit?

2                 MR. BOWMAN:  There was a two-minute limit at

3       the Fifth Precinct board -- Fifth Precinct community

4       relations group meeting.  And the organizer, Jay

5       Henderson, had allotted two minutes for Mr. Bell to

6       speak.  He spent over five minutes arguing as to why,

7       as an elected official, it would be disrespectful for

8       him not to get two minutes, and then he proceeded to

9       comment some more after that.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So I would say that that

11       would be an issue that you would have to discuss with

12       the person who was chairing the meeting, not

13       necessarily --

14                 MR. BOWMAN:  Well, he had a two-minute time

15       limit.  Is it appropriate for a commissioner to use

16       their elected status as a reason to defy that?

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Sometimes the

19       commissioners can have information they want to give to

20       the public.  So I would say that sometimes it takes

21       more than two minutes to give that information.

22                 So you would have to discuss that with the

23       persons who, like I said, organized the meeting or in

24       charge of the meeting, because actually at this meeting

25       if there's information that we need we allow more than
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1       two minutes.

2                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through ...

3                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Crawford.

4                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

5                 Yes, sir.  With all due respect, I would

6       think that the individual -- I wasn't there, but

7       perhaps yielded more than two minutes to Commissioner

8       Bell.  So that's what one would think.  And according

9       to Robert's Rules of Order and things in order, yes,

10       everyone's allotted two minutes.  But if you wanted

11       five, sir, right now or six, like I used to do when I

12       used to go to meetings, I would take individuals from

13       my community with me and they would stand up in front

14       of me and state that they reside in the city of Detroit

15       and yield their two minutes --

16                 MR. BOWMAN:  That isn't what I observed.

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  And they would

18       yield their two minutes to me, and that would give me

19       -- sometimes it's like showbiz.  And I'll say, well,

20       all I need -- sometimes I had ten minutes, but I'll say

21       I would just take five, like showbiz.

22                 But I consider it somewhat disingenuine that

23       you have a complaint about this about Commissioner Bell

24       and you're in the same race as Commissioner Bell.

25                 MR. BOWMAN:  Well, I'm -- but I'm respecting
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1       a time limit.  I just feel that regardless of whether I

2       just happen to be a member of that organization sitting

3       at the meeting or whether I be a candidate, the point

4       is that I would not see it appropriate for a public

5       official to somehow feel they can override the will of

6       that body or of that organizer.

7                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  I don't

8       believe Commissioner Bell stole additional minutes.  I

9       believe --

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, Commissioner

11       Bell can speak for himself.

12                 Commissioner Bell, as a police commissioner

13       of this body since 2014, and I interact with not just

14       only the Fifth Precinct, but throughout the city of

15       Detroit, but primarily the Fifth and Ninth Precinct,

16       which I will be attending the meeting tonight, I have a

17       longstanding relationship with Mr. Jay Henderson.  You

18       heard him speak at our meeting last month in terms of

19       the two minutes remark.  It's some lack of humor,

20       whatever that is.

21                 But I am an elected police commissioner,

22       elected or appointed.  These meetings are for public

23       safety issues, police community meetings.  And,

24       therefore, unlike any other meeting I might attend this

25       is a meeting that I have the privilege of speaking, the
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1       same vein that DPD.  It is a meeting for police

2       community relations.  I am a commissioner of the Board

3       of Police Commission.  So I must remind Mr. Henderson

4       of that, but I asked permission of the audience there,

5       and they know Commissioner Bell real well.  And so I

6       honor whatever is appropriate, but there was some

7       serious dialogue.  Therefore, I wanted to share and I

8       was granted.  But you should take that matter up --

9       this is not the setting for it.

10                 As far as the pamphlet, the pamphlet

11       addressed the Board of Police Commission.  It took us

12       about three or four years to get that type of

13       circulation, no different than the council, the Mayor,

14       Wayne County Commission.  They share information about

15       the role of their particular entity.  And that's why

16       that was circulated.  That is not a campaign

17       literature, sir.  You should know the distinct

18       difference.  You --

19                 MR. BOWMAN:  The only difference I noticed

20       was --

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sir, you do not have the

22       mike.  You do not have the mike.

23                 So I just want to convey those are concerns

24       that you must address, but I thought I was proper.  The

25       community commended me in terms of speaking to the
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1       issue.  And, in fact, the D.C. was there and others,

2       Commander Ewing and a good body, which I tried to

3       promote for the last three years that we must bring the

4       people together.

5                 And the commissioner have a role.  And I also

6       emphasized I'm there for that purpose only, speaking as

7       a commissioner, in the same vein they would give a

8       council person, the Mayor or the commander or any other

9       forum they feel as though.  But I think I have a

10       standing right in that type of setting only because of

11       the police community meeting, but I respect

12       Mr. Henderson and I respect the office there.  I am

13       also a member of that since 1974 of the Fifth Precinct.

14       That's where I live and I reside and I work.  So that

15       is my commitment to the Fifth Precinct.

16                 But we can talk offline.  But mostly you

17       should address Mr. Henderson.  I think he will explain

18       that we have a good working relationship.

19                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

20                 Thank you, sir.

21                 MR. BROWN:  Madam Chair, that's your last

22       speaker.

23                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Brown.

24                 At this time, commissioners, we have a

25       personnel -- well, we have personnel issues to discuss.
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1                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Madam Chair,

2       can I make an announcement before we go into closed

3       session?

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Sure.

5                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Most of you

6       have probably heard about the President's action or the

7       administration's action against DACA, children who were

8       brought here undocumented.  As children, through no

9       fault of their own, their parents brought them.  And

10       they were enrolled in a program that President Obama

11       initiated about five years ago, are living in fear now

12       that they're going to be deported to a country that

13       they do not know.

14                 And so I just want to make an announcement

15       that there's going to be a forum this Saturday, and

16       it's going to be held at LASED.  We have held some of

17       our meetings at LASED for the Police Commission.  It's

18       going to be this Saturday, September 9th at eleven

19       o'clock at 7150 West Vernor, which is near Green.  It's

20       at the senior center.  And there will be people there

21       that will be able to help, you know, families who have

22       DACA children.  And so please spread the word.

23                 And, you know, I just want to say that I'm

24       heartbroken that this is happening.  It's terrible to

25       happen to children, and really young adults now, but
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1       they were children when they came.  So I want that

2       information to get out.

3                 Thank you so mush.

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you for sharing

5       that information with us.  Hopefully we'll have some --

6                 You won't be there, will you?

7                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Yeah.  I'm

8       going to try to go.

9                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  You won't be gone?

10                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Sunday I'm

11       leaving.

12                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

13                 MR. HICKS:  Madam Chair, if there's a written

14       communication on this, we can facilitate some type of

15       E-mail blast-out in connection with that.

16                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  I'll forward

17       that to you.  Thank you.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

19                 At this time we have personnel matters to

20       discuss, so ...

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  So moved, Madam Chair.

22                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Second.

23                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

25       supported that we go into closed session.
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1                 Are there any discussions?

2                 Those in favor?

3                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

4                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

5                 Motion carries.

6                 (At 4:34 p.m. the Commissioners went into

7                 closed session.  Back on the record at

8                 5:21 p.m.)

9                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioners, we are

10       back on the record.

11                 Is there a motion to --

12                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Madam Chairperson,

13       Commissioner Conrad Mallett.  I'd like to amend my

14       previous motion to exclude until further review from

15       the promotion list Officers Rhonda Sherman, Myron

16       Watkins and Jarmiare McEntire.

17                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Second the motion.

18                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

19       second that we exclude the names of ...

20                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Rhonda Sherman, Myron

21       Watkins and Jarmiare McEntire.

22                 MR. HICKS:  Madam Chair, just for consistency

23       in terms of rules, Member Mallett made the original

24       motion.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yeah.
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1                 MR. HICKS:  The motion was second by

2       Commissioner Brooks, the original motion.  So in this

3       particular instance for the amendment I think that you

4       have to get Commissioner Brooks to concur with the

5       amendment.

6                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I second the motion.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

8                 Is there any discussion?

9                 Those in favor?

10                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

11                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

12                 The motion carries.

13                 And just for the record, can we get those

14       names that are approved read into the record?

15                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Madam Chair, we don't

16       have the list with us.

17                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

18                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  But we can do that

19       when we come back --

20                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

21                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  -- at the next

22       meeting.

23                 MR. HICKS:  Number one, the complete list and

24       your action will be reflected in your minutes.  And

25       when you approve your minutes, which will be -- well,
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1       when you return --

2                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Right.

3                 MR. HICKS:  -- they will be listed including

4       the --

5                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Right.  So, Madam

6       Chairperson, that's exactly right.  So when we get to

7       the amended portion we can make special --

8                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.

9                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Absolutely.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner

11       Mallett.

12                 At this time, commissioners, we have before

13       us the Chief's recommendation for Officer Crutchfield,

14       Earl Crutchfield.

15                 MR. HICKS:  Madam Chair, just so that you're

16       reminded, this is a recommendation from the Chief to

17       change-of-duty status or to put the individual on

18       administrative or suspend the individual without pay.

19       And under the charter there's a higher threshold in

20       terms of your vote if you -- given the members who are

21       currently here, the members of the board.  If you want

22       to concur with them, at least seven members would have

23       to sustain -- would have to vote in the affirmative.

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Okay.  So is there a

25       motion with regard to this matter?
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1                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Move the adoption of

2       Chief Craig's recommendation that Officer Crutchfield

3       be suspended without pay.

4                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I support that with the

5       understanding that we are reading into the record the

6       matter of the discipline action appearing before the

7       board.  Based on past practice, that's something we

8       normally would engage in is to cite exactly what we're

9       voting on and have a record to that effect.

10                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  So can we get that read?

11                 MR. HICKS:  Madam Chair, the allegation here

12       is that the individual officer, Mr. Crutchfield,

13       Officer Crutchfield, issued checks and --

14                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Payroll checks.

15                 MR. HICKS:  Payroll checks, duplicate payroll

16       checks, and executed on both of those checks.  And the

17       department has pursued a charge, an attempt for him --

18       it was a fraud charge essentially.  And, as I

19       understand it, the matter was presented to the

20       prosecutor's office and a warrant was issued in

21       connection with this particular charge.

22                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Is there any discussion?

23                 Those in favor?

24                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

25                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?
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1                 MR. HICKS:  Madam Chair, if I can make sure

2       that we have our record straight, can we have a

3       individual vote on these so that we'll make sure that

4       our records are straight because of the high threshold

5       that we need.  So if I can call the roll.

6                 Commissioner Sanders?

7                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Aye.

8                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner Mallett?

9                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yes.

10                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner Brooks?

11                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes.

12                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner Dewaelsche?

13                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Yes.

14                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Commissioner Bell?

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

16                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner Burton?

17                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yes.

18                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner Crawford?

19                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.

20                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner Vann?

21                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yes.

22                 MR. HICKS:  Chairperson ...

23                 VICE CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:  Carter.

24                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

25                 MR. HICKS:  Chairperson Carter?
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1                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Yes.

2                 MR. HICKS:  Commissioner, you have one, two,

3       three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine -- nine

4       commissioners voting in the affirmative, and based upon

5       that vote you have agreed with the Chief of Police and

6       suspended this individual without pay.

7                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.  The motion

8       carries.  Thank you.

9                 Any further business, commissioners?

10                 Comments?

11                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Move to adjourn.

12                 COMMISSION VANN:  Second.

13                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  It's been moved and

14       supported that we adjourn.

15                 Those in favor?

16                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

17                 CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Those opposed?

18                 Motion carried.

19                 (The meeting was adjourned at 5:27 p.m.)

20                      _   _   _

21

22

23
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1                     CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3  STATE OF MICHIGAN   )
                     ) SS

4  COUNTY OF WAYNE     )

5

6                 I, Sheila D. Rice, Notary Public within and for

7  the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that

8  I reported stenographically the foregoing proceedings at the

9  time and place hereinbefore set forth; that thereafter the

10  same was reduced to computer transcription under my

11  supervision; and that this is a full, true, complete and

12  correct transcription of said proceedings.

13

14

15

16                                ______________________________
                               Sheila D. Rice, CSR, RPR, RMR

17                                Wayne County, Michigan
                               My Commission expires: 9-12-22

18

19

20
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