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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, August 24, 2017

3 3:05 p.m.

4                (Invocation given.)

5                (Roll call was had.)

6                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.  At this time,

7      Mr. Hicks, would you please introduce the rest of the

8      staff.

9                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

10                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

11                SECRETARY HICKS:  Madam Chair, I do want to

12      indicate, first of all, you do have a quorum present.

13                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

14                SECRETARY HICKS:  And, in terms of our staff,

15      I do want to indicate -- and I believe this will be

16      covered in your notes later -- that HR Director

17      Oxendine will not be joining us for the next couple of

18      meetings.  I don't see a replacement or Ms. Lamar in

19      the audience.  She normally would represent

20      Ms. Oxendine in her absence.

21                Beyond that, I would want to indicate, at

22      today's meeting, Sergeant Quinn is taping the meeting,

23      Media Services is providing the audio visual work and

24      Mona Storm is the court reporter for today.

25                And then, if we turn to our staff, seated
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1      right next to me is William Brown -- Robert Brown.  And

2      on the first row we would have Mr. Warwick, who is

3      our -- the Board Attorney; Ms. Johnson, who is the

4      fiscal person in the office; Ms. Blossom, who is the

5      Outreach and Media Coordinator; Ms. White, who is, of

6      course, our policy -- our policy head; and then next to

7      them we go to Mr. Akbar, who would introduced not only

8      himself but also the -- any members of the Chief of

9      Investigators who are present.

10                Mr. Akbar.

11                MR. AKBAR:  Good afternoon, Board.  I'm

12      Interim Chief Investigator Laurence Akbar.  We have

13      here present Supervising Investigator Nelson,

14      Abdullah Nelson, so -- and I believe that's all.

15      They're all the way in the back.

16                I have, also, Senior Investigator Rivera.

17      Stand.

18                Investigator Elgin Murphy.

19                Investigator Samuel Quinn.

20                Investigator Hannah Hiller.

21                And Investigator Neeley.  That's all the

22      staff I have today.  Thank you.

23                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Akbar.

24                At this time, I'd like to introduce the Chief

25      of Police, Mr. James Craig, James E. Craig.
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1                Good afternoon, sir.

2                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.

3                THE CHAIRPERSON:  And would you introduce any

4      staff that you have here?

5                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  Starting on this side, I

6      ask my staff to stand up and introduce yourself.

7                Captain Patterson.

8                CAPTAIN PATTERSON:  Captain

9      Darrell Patterson, Metropolitan Division.

10                (Inaudible.)

11                AC WILLIAMS:  AC Wilson, Neighborhood

12      Policing Bureau.

13                DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD:  Deputy Chief

14      Fitzgerald, Neighbor Policing West.

15                SERGEANT SCHNEIDER:  Sergeant Roy Schneider,

16      Neighbor Policing Bureau East.

17                LT KAMEELA:  Lieutenant Kameela with the

18      Crime Intelligence Bureau.

19                (Inaudible.)

20                COMMANDER MARK:  Commander Mark with

21      Professional Standards.

22                THE CHAIRPERSON:  That's it.  Thank you.

23      Thank you all for coming to the meeting this afternoon.

24                At this time, are there any elected officials

25      or representatives of elected official in the audience?
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1      If so, please stand and give your name for the record,

2      please.

3                DR. DIVERS:  My name is Arthur Divers.  I'm

4      the liaison of the Honorable George Cushingberry,

5      Councilman for District 2.

6                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for joining us,

7      Dr. Divers.

8                At this time, I would like to just say that

9      we continue to keep in our thoughts and prayers the

10      families -- the officers and the families of the

11      officers who have been injured in the line of duty or

12      have passed on in the line of duty.

13                Before I continue with my report, I'm going

14      to ask that the agenda for August 24th be approved.

15                COMM. BELL:  So move.

16                COMM. MALLETT:  Support.

17                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

18      supported that we approve the agenda for August 24,

19      2017.  Is there any discussion?

20                Those in favor?

21                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

22                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any opposed?

23                The motion carries.

24                You have before you, Commissioners, the

25      minutes from August the 10th, 2017.
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1                COMM. VANN:  Move adoption, Madam Chair.

2                COMM. SHELBY:  Support.

3                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

4      supported that we approve the minutes from August 10th,

5      2017.  Is there any discussion?

6                Those in favor?

7                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

8                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

9                The motion carries.

10                At this time, Commissioners, you have before

11      you the minutes from August 17th, 2017.  Is there a

12      motion to approve those minutes?

13                COMM. MALLETT:  So move.

14                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

15                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

16      supported that we approve the minutes from August 17th,

17      2017.

18                Is there any discussion?

19                Those in favor?

20                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

21                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

22                The motion carries.

23                I'm going to continue my report.  We have

24      received notification that Director Gail Oxendine

25      reported the passing of her loved one, Clifford Barker.
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1      So please join me in expressing our support for

2      Director Oxendine.

3                The family hour will be -- the viewing -- I'm

4      sorry.  The family will be viewing -- the family

5      viewing will be from 5:00 to 7:00 tomorrow, Friday, at

6      the James Cole Northwest Chapel located at

7      16100 Schaefer.

8                The family hour will be Saturday, August the

9      26th, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. and then the home going

10      services will be Saturday, August 26th, at 3:30 p.m.

11      And this all will take place at the James Cole

12      Northwest Chapel, located at 16100 Schaefer.

13                We've also received notification on the

14      passing of Officer William Hamilton, who passed away

15      several months ago but we just received notification of

16      his death.

17                And, also, last week the passing of

18      Adolph Wilson.  His services will be held tomorrow at

19      the James Cole Family -- Funeral Home located at

20      16100 Schaefer.  The family hour will be Friday,

21      August 25th, at 10:30, and the services will be at

22      11:00 a.m.

23                And, also, today, under New Business, we will

24      be -- the Chief is recommending Commander Elvin Barren

25      for the position of Deputy Chief.  So we'll hear from
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1      the Chief later on in the agenda.

2                And two things that have been promised to the

3      Board -- well, that we're looking for from the

4      Department is an update on the Nationwide Towing

5      situation, Commissioner Vann's traffic stop, and the

6      update of the police towing.

7                So that concludes my report.  At this time,

8      I'm going to ask that Commissioner Crawford read the

9      resolution for Detective John Velasco.

10                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

11                "Resolution Honoring Detective John Velasco:

12                Whereas Mr. John Velasco began his career

13      with Detroit Police Department May 12th, 1997, and upon

14      graduating the Detroit Metropolitan Police Academy, he

15      was assigned to the Seventh Precinct.

16                And whereas Police Officer Velasco was

17      assigned to Northeastern District, Criminal

18      Investigation, Eleventh Precinct and Fatal Squad.

19                And whereas March the 2nd, 2015,

20      Officer Velasco was promoted to the rank of Detective

21      and was assigned to the Fatal Squad, where he

22      learned -- where he remained until his retirement.

23                And whereas Detective Velasco was the

24      deserving recipient of one Lifesaving Citation and

25      Medal, one Accident Free Driving Award, one Perfect
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1      Attendance Award, one Ford Fireworks Celebration

2      Ribbon, the Major League Baseball All-Star Recognition

3      Award, the Rosa Parks Funeral Recognition Award, and

4      the Super Bowl Recognition Award, and numerous letters

5      of commendation from citizens and superiors.

6                And whereas Detective Velasco diligently

7      served the Department and the citizens of the City of

8      Detroit with loyalty, dedication, and integrity for 20

9      years.

10                Now, therefore be it resolved that the

11      Detroit Police Commissioners, speaking on behalf of the

12      Detroit Police Department and the citizens of the City

13      of Detroit, recognize the lifelong commitment to public

14      safety of Detective John Velasco.  His pride and

15      dedication have been invaluable assets to the

16      Department and merit our highest regard.

17                Detroit Police Commissioners."

18                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Commissioner

19      Crawford.

20                At this time, I'm going to ask that

21      Commissioner --

22                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  Motion --

23                COMM. VANN:  Move adoption, Madam Chair.

24                THE CHAIRPERSON:  I'm sorry?

25                COMM. VANN:  Of the resolution.
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1                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

2                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

3      supported that we adopt the resolution for Detective

4      John Velasco.  Is there any discussion?

5                Those in favor?

6                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

7                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

8                The motion carries.

9                At this time I'm going to ask that

10      Commissioner Dewaelsche read the resolution for Police

11      Officer William Hamilton.

12                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

13                There's a "Board Resolution Honoring Police

14      Officer William Hamilton, Posthumously."

15                Okay.  "Whereas Mr. William Hamilton was

16      appointed to the Detroit Police Department on May 31st,

17      2000.  Upon graduating from the Metropolitan Police

18      Academy, Officer Hamilton began his career at the

19      Eighth Precinct.

20                And whereas Officer Hamilton dutifully served

21      the Eighth Precinct, Northwestern District, and

22      reassigned back to the Eighth Precinct.  On Thursday,

23      December 29th, 2016, after sixteen years of service,

24      Police Officer William Hamilton, Badge 3875, passed

25      away.
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1                And whereas Officer Hamilton was the

2      deserving recipient of the Rosa Parks Funeral

3      Recognition Award, the Major League Baseball All-Star

4      Recognition Award, the Super Bowl Recognition Award and

5      numerous letters of commendation from citizens and

6      superiors.

7                And whereas Officer Hamilton tirelessly

8      served the Detroit Police Department, the citizens of

9      Detroit and its neighboring communities with unwavering

10      devotion.  His commitment to public service, integrity

11      and dedication were a credit to the Detroit Police

12      Department.

13                Now, therefore be it resolved that the

14      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking for the

15      citizens of Detroit and the Detroit Police Department,

16      award this resolution posthumously in recognition of

17      Police Officer William Hamilton, sixteen years of

18      dedicated and diligent public service.  His

19      professionalism, integrity, and standard of commitment

20      to the City of Detroit and its citizens merit our

21      highest regards."

22                Signed by the "Detroit Board of Police

23      Commissioners."

24                I move for adoption, Madam Chair.

25                COMM. MALLETT:  So move.
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1                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and --

2                COMM. SANDERS:  Support.

3                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you -- supported that

4      we're honoring Police Officer William Hamilton.

5                Is there any discussion?

6                Those in favor?

7                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

8                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

9                The motion carries.

10                And I'm going to ask that Commissioner Bell

11      read the Resolution for Police Officer Adolph Wilson.

12                COMM. BELL:  "Board Resolution Honoring

13      Police Officer Adolph Wilson, Posthumously.

14                Officer Wilson was appointed to the Detroit

15      Police Department on March 27, 2000.  Upon graduating

16      from the Metropolitan Police Academy, Officer Wilson

17      began his career at the Second Precinct.

18                Whereas Officer Wilson dutifully served the

19      Second Precinct, to Legal Adviser Section, Police Law,

20      Northeastern District, Gang Enforcement, Eastern

21      District, Central District, the Detroit Detention

22      Center and to the Criminal Investigative Operations.

23      On Friday, August 18, 2017, after seventeen years of

24      service, Officer Wilson, Badge 4462, passed away.

25                And whereas Officer Wilson was the deserving
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1      recipient of one Fireworks Award, both Consent Judgment

2      Awards, the Rosa Parks Funeral Recognition Award, a

3      Major League Baseball All-Star Recognition Award, Super

4      Bowl XL Recognition Award, and numerous letters of

5      recommendation (sic) from citizens and superiors.

6                And whereas Officer Wilson tirely (sic)

7      served Detroit Police Department, the citizens of

8      Detroit and its neighborhood communities with

9      unwavering devotion.  His commitment to public service,

10      integrity, and dedication were a credit to the Detroit

11      Police Department.

12                Now, therefore be it resolved that Detroit

13      Board of Police Commissioners, speaking to the

14      public -- citizens of Detroit and the Detroit Police

15      Department award this resolution posthumously in

16      recognition of Officer Wilson, seventeen years of

17      dedicated, diligent public service.  Professionalism,

18      integrity, and standard of commitment to Detroit and

19      the citizens merit our highest regards."

20                On behalf of Detroit Board of Police

21      Commissioners, I move motion to receive.

22                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Second.

23                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

24      supported to adopt the resolution for

25      Officer Adolph Wilson.  Is there any discussion?
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1                Those in favor?

2                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

3                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

4                The motion carries.

5                And lastly, Commissioners, there was a

6      resolution honoring Deputy Chief Renee Hall last week

7      and it's my understanding that it was read into the

8      record but it needs to be approved.

9                COMM. MALLETT:  Move for adoption.

10                COMM. VANN:  Support.

11                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

12      supported that we adopt the resolution for Deputy Chief

13      Renee Hall.  Is there any discussion?

14                Those in favor?

15                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

16                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

17                The motion carries.

18                At this time, I'd like to acknowledge

19      Commissioner Burton who just joined us.

20                Thank you for joining us, sir.

21                COMM. BURTON:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

22                THE CHAIRPERSON:  At this time, Chief, the

23      floor is yours.

24                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

25                And, as I begin my remarks, I just wanted to
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1      thank you and the Board for offering your prayers and

2      thoughts for those men and women who serve and who

3      have -- are still recovering from being shot, those who

4      have been killed in the line of duty and so I just want

5      to say, on behalf of the Department, how much we

6      appreciate that.

7                And the fact that, when there is an officer,

8      unfortunately, that does get injured, certainly there

9      is a presence from this Commission to be there to

10      support those of us who were hoping for a good outcome.

11      So thank you for that.

12                I'll talk a little bit about crime.  I'll

13      save Commander Barren for last.  So, as far as crime

14      goes, we are still trending in a downward -- I'm

15      excited.  I mean, we looked over the last four years.

16      There's been a steady decline.  A number of factors, I

17      think, that have been -- that have helped a lot,

18      certainly, are working with Cease Fire and also the

19      Green Light Initiative, which we just topped 200

20      locations across the City.  I think, as of today, we're

21      at 204.  And so very excited about what's becoming

22      Green Light.

23                In fact, one of the -- one piece of the

24      technology I'm very excited, that we're starting to

25      wire the stations so that the stations can monitor
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1      those Green Lights in their respective precincts.  We

2      also have the ability to put it on our cellphones,

3      which I have all 200 locations on the cellphone.  So,

4      if there's an emergency call, we can actually go there

5      and access the location and see what the activity is.

6                As far as the next evolution of Green Light,

7      I've asked the technology folks to take a look at a way

8      that, when there is an emergency at a Green Light

9      location, that it would trigger the location, whether

10      it's on a cellphone, pad, in the Realtime Crime Center,

11      and alert us in realtime that this is the location.

12                For example, robbery in progress, we go right

13      to that location, you can actually see the activity.

14      So I'm very excited about that part of the technology

15      because I think that really takes us to another level,

16      in terms of how effective Green Light would be.

17                Also where the crime numbers are, as of this

18      week, we're down seven percent in violent crimes,

19      seven percent in property offenses, and overall crime

20      we're down seven percent.

21                I think one of the -- as of today, I think

22      one of the areas I'm very excited that we are in the

23      third quarter -- I know these are small numbers and,

24      certainly, one homicide is one too many.  But we had

25      fourteen fewer homicides as compared to last year.
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1                In terms of nonfatal shootings, we were kind

2      of struggling for a while.  Partially through the late

3      first quarter and into the second quarter, we were

4      actually up in nonfatal shootings.  As of today, we're

5      down 51 nonfatal shootings.

6                But the big success -- and, again, I talk

7      about Green Light as an example, we're down 240

8      robberies and 24 carjackings.  So I can tell you -- I'm

9      not waving a flag of success, of course, but I'm very

10      pleased that we're still trending downward.

11                And I remember when I was in Los Angeles and

12      we were experiencing roughly 2,000 murders a year, when

13      the change took place, it just didn't happen overnight.

14      So I think we're poised.  And, if we can just stay on

15      this trajectory downward, we can get to a place where

16      we can say this makes sense.  But, right now, I think

17      the overall numbers are just too high.

18                One of the community outreach efforts I'm

19      very excited about, this past Sunday we participated or

20      supported the East versus West Side Car Show over in

21      the area behind the Post Office.  Certainly, I'm

22      thinking of the -- the organization that allowed these

23      young people to use this facility.

24                Because you may remember, too, maybe two

25      years ago, we were having a problem with young people
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1      with cars, just taking over the city streets.  Prior to

2      that, they were going to Belle Isle.  They moved off

3      Belle Isle, they went to Eastern Market, booted off of

4      that.  And so I went to the conservatory and I said,

5      "We need some help.  We need a place for these young

6      people to show their cars."

7                And, for the second year, they -- they did

8      that.  And we must have had roughly 400 cars, about 15

9      of them from the state of Ohio.  But in attendance was

10      roughly 3,500 people.  So it was a good effort.  I'm

11      very excited about that.

12                We're also, as you may have read or heard

13      about -- it's not ours but we're partnering with this

14      young man who's an engineer at Ford who is a

15      professional race car driver.  They're going to have a

16      Day of Drag Racing at City Airport September 23rd.  So

17      I invite you all to come out and experience it.  We

18      believe there's going to be a lot of folks from the

19      community in attendance.  As we get more information on

20      the exact time, but it will be at City Airport on the

21      23rd.

22                Also, this past week we job offered and hired

23      my legal adviser.  As you know, Celia Washington

24      resigned and I hired Grant Ha, who is an existing

25      attorney with the City of Detroit.  He was the most
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1      qualified and so he's set to start on the 11th of

2      September.

3                As it relates to Commissioner Vann, I didn't

4      know it was going to be an item for the agenda,

5      possibly, today.  But we have completed that

6      investigative report.  We are -- I don't know if we're

7      prepared today.  And I would defer to Commander Bliss

8      if we were prepared to discuss our findings in that

9      report.  I have gone through the report, signed off.  I

10      don't know if that report was transmitted to you.

11                SECRETARY HICKS:  No.  No, it wasn't.

12                CHIEF CRAIG:  So, if you can make a note.  I

13      signed off on it, I think it was last week.  So I

14      would -- can you touch -- First Assistant Chief, I know

15      she or you, if you can get it to Mr. Hicks so that you

16      can review that report.  And, after reviewing, we can

17      discuss it.

18                As it relates to Nationwide Towing, I don't

19      know if I'm prepared to let the investigative may --

20      the investigation may -- and I put "may" on it -- may

21      be still continuing.  I know the most important part of

22      the investigation that we were looking at, that part,

23      there's been some conclusion.  But I don't want to be

24      premature.  So I don't know if we have anyone from

25      Arquette's or from Bliss, if they can report out where
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1      we are with that investigation.

2                So I'll have to get back.  I didn't know that

3      was something you wanted an update on this week.

4      But --

5                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It wasn't this week.  We

6      were just saying we're waiting for the information.

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  Oh, okay.

8                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yeah.

9                CHIEF CRAIG:  Then we'll definitely make

10      note.

11                Mr. Hicks, I know we've been in a little bit

12      of flux on who we contact.  I know deputy Chief

13      Bettison, who is here, at this point, to contact until

14      we can get the new attorney hired in.

15                And then, lastly, Commander Barren, as what's

16      been reported, I'm recommending him to replace Deputy

17      Chief Hall for a number of reasons.  And, certainly, I

18      offer that, if you would like to ask him some

19      questions, that he can come, too.  But

20      Commander Barren, in the four years that I've been

21      here, has done just a marvelous job in so many ways.

22      And one thing -- well, two areas that stand out for me.

23                As we know what's going on across the country

24      with the number of protests.  Protests are certainly

25      not foreign to Detroit.  We have had a number of
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1      protests and we've been very fortunate that we have not

2      had any arrests associated or civil disturbances

3      associated with our protests.

4                One main reason is the leadership that

5      Commander Barren has shown.  Factually, he meets in

6      advance.  When we know there is a planned protest, he

7      meets in advance with the organizers.  And that effort

8      has gone a long way in maintaining and sustaining

9      peace.

10                He also understands the importance of not

11      appearing to be some occupying army.  You know, when

12      you look across the nation -- and I am not diminishing

13      the value associated with officers in protective gear

14      because there is a time for that.  But he understands

15      and embraces the thought of approaching as a way to

16      keep the protesters safe and he's done that and his

17      team has done that very well.  So that's one issue.

18                And I'm going to back up just on the

19      protests.  I had a chance on -- I think it was last --

20      not this past Sunday but the Sunday before last, it was

21      a planned protest at Campus Martius and I had a chance

22      to see, up close and personal, how effective

23      Commander Barren is.  And I will tell you, his

24      patience, professionalism in dealing with those, some

25      of those who were very agitated, who do and many
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1      times -- most times spew a lot of anti-police rhetoric.

2      Despite that, Commander Barren, along with his team,

3      just maintains a professional decor.  And, again, it's

4      worked in our favor.

5                The second part of the role he's played --

6      and second part of the role he's played very well, it's

7      no secret we talk about active shooter situations,

8      barricaded suspects.  Those events certainly -- we have

9      one right now going on, an active shooter, a clear-case

10      suspect in South Carolina.  Those are high-risk

11      situations that certainly don't always have a good

12      outcome.

13                I will tell you, in my time here, in

14      comparison to other places that I have been either as a

15      Chief or as a Commanding Officer, our SRT is truly one

16      of the best of the best.  They will train but they

17      understand the importance of patience.  And, if it

18      takes ten hours to resolve a situation, so be it.

19      Never a rush to go in and expose innocent people to

20      danger.  Because each and every time they go into that

21      type of critical incident, there's always a risk to

22      human life, and also a risk to their life as well.  So

23      I've had to always applaud him in the leadership that

24      he's shown throughout the four years that I've been

25      here.
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1                And then, lastly and certainly I'll let him

2      expand more on some of the other things he has done

3      throughout his career.  But the fact that Deputy Chief

4      Bettison, who does tireless work in the neighborhoods,

5      many times Commander Barren and Deputy Chief Bettison

6      work hand-in-hand on community-related issues.

7                So, when people ask me, they say, "Well, how

8      come Detroit's not having some of the same problems in

9      other cities", it's really down to one thing, it's

10      called relationship and trust.  That doesn't mean we're

11      going to have a bad day or something's going to happen

12      that's going to shake that trust.  But, at the end of

13      the day, people expect and know that, if we say it's a

14      certain way, it is just that.

15                And so, with that, I would ask if you want to

16      hear any remarks or comments from Commander Barren.

17                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Sure.  We'll take comments

18      at this time.

19                COMM. VANN:  Madam Chair?

20                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Please.

21                COMM. VANN:  I've had an opportunity to see

22      Commander Barren down through the years and his

23      exemplary service that he's given to this Department

24      and to this City.

25                And, Chief, I don't think you could have



8/24/20178/24/2017

Page 25

1      picked a better person for this particular position at

2      this particular time.  He's always been a stand-up guy,

3      full of integrity and hard work.  And I applaud you and

4      very happy to support this promotion.

5                COMMANDER BARREN:  Thank you, sir.

6                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

7                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Crawford.

8                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Also, too, I

9      have known Commander Barren for years.  I think back

10      when he was a Sergeant or so because I knew a relative

11      of his on the job.  And I just want to say that,

12      following that career for years, I mean, I echo some of

13      the same comments as Commissioner Vann.  You've been

14      really a great person.  You've really done some great

15      things and been a true asset to this Department.  And

16      so, even up front, I just want to congratulate you.

17                COMMANDER BARREN:  Thank you, sir.

18                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other comments,

19      Commissioners?

20                Commander Barren?

21                COMMANDER BARREN:  Yeah.  So, first off,

22      Commander Elvin Barren.

23                Through the Chair, I want to thank Chief

24      Craig.

25                Thank you, sir, for the confidence that
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1      you've shown me.

2                I like the way you paid attention to my

3      career, the last rendition of events.

4                Certainly, I think it's important for me to

5      share with you a little bit of my history so you know

6      what you're getting as a Deputy Chief.  So I did

7      graduate from Detroit Public Schools back in 1990.  I

8      look good for my old age.

9                So, after the -- afterwards, I did join the

10      Navy, spent eight years in the Navy.  I served down in

11      a station in Norfolk, Virginia when I was aboard two

12      ships, one which we call the U.S.S. Iwo Jima.  We

13      housed Marines deployed on that ship, out of east coast

14      deployment.  That should have been a decommission,

15      which means it was taken out of service.  Then I joined

16      the USS Briscoe, a destroyer and, again, did more east

17      coast deployment.

18                Most people think that I joined the police

19      department because of my relative.  But the fact is,

20      towards the end of my Navy career, I was actually

21      stationed here in Michigan, where I was living on

22      Selfridge and I was working at what's called the

23      Military Interest Profit Location in Troy.

24                And, again, I was living on Selfridge.  I

25      woke up one morning and there was a newspaper on the
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1      dresser.  And the newspaper was -- it was a drawing of

2      a police car, where it said the Detroit Police was

3      hiring.  And, from there, I sat up on the edge of the

4      bed and just had this feeling about me.  And I actually

5      went and applied and then, fortunately, I did get the

6      job.

7                And so, again, I joined in 1998.  I was

8      stationed, originally, at Tactical Services Section.

9      From there, I was promoted in '06 to the rank of

10      Sergeant, where I served at the Third Precinct.  While

11      as a Sergeant, I also did investigative detective work

12      at Copper Theft Task Force, also in Gaming Special

13      Operations, just to name a few assignments.  And then,

14      from there, I was pulled to Lieutenant in 2010, where I

15      served in Tactical Support.  Chief James Craig came in

16      in 2014.

17                CHIEF CRAIG:  '13.

18                COMMANDER BARREN:  '13.  From there, he

19      double promoted me from Lieutenant to Commander.  My

20      first assignment under the Chief was Organized Crime

21      where I managed assignments, such as Narcotics, Vice,

22      just to name a few, and then, later on, Commander of

23      Metropolitan Division, which you more distinctly know

24      me as handling is a lot of critical incidents through

25      our Tactical Assets.
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1                So, the Chief mentioned, again, I think he

2      had trust to allow me to manage these men and women.  I

3      had the opportunity to speak to my SWAT team yesterday,

4      SRT, and got choked up with them guys because I told

5      them that a lot of that success is through a lot of

6      their hard work.  And, without having people to lead

7      and accept your leadership, I wouldn't be standing here

8      today.

9                And so I say that to SRT first, on behalf of

10      all the commands under Metropolitan Division and to

11      show the appreciation that they allowed me to lead

12      them.  And that's where we have had a lot of success,

13      it's not just me it's a combination of captains,

14      commanders and police officers working together to make

15      sure that we continue the Chief's vision of community

16      engagement.

17                And that's where it comes from, when you talk

18      about senior management, community engagement; what's

19      good for the community, what's good for the officers is

20      good for the City.  So, again, I thank this body for

21      approving -- I hope you will approve this promotion.

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.

23                Chair, I have just one small comment.

24                And I know, Willie, you were at Renee Hall's

25      going-away celebration.  And, during that celebration,
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1      she made a statement and you may remember, in the

2      statement, and I'm told was that, if she could take two

3      people with her, one would be Commander Barren.

4                And so I had not one but several

5      conversations with her.  I said I just need to

6      understand one thing, if I'm going to recommend you to

7      the Commission, I need to know whether or not you

8      committed to Big D and not Little D.

9                He made a commitment, he said, if you're

10      going to recommend me as a Deputy Chief through the

11      Commission, then certainly I'm committed for Detroit.

12      So I just had to put that piece in there.

13                COMM. VANN:  Madam Chair.

14                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Vann?

15                COMM. VANN:  I so move that we approve and

16      support the promotion of Commander Barren to

17      Deputy Chief.

18                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

19                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

20      supported that we approve the recommendation for

21      Commander Barren to the rank of Deputy Chief.  Is there

22      any discussion?

23                COMM. BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  You mentioned --

24      Madam Chair.

25                You mentioned, sir, public school?
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1                COMMANDER BARREN:  Yes, sir.

2                COMM. BELL:  Let's clear the record.  What

3      high school?

4                COMMANDER BARREN:  Denby, east side.

5                COMM. BELL:  Oh, Denby High School.  And

6      that's good because the counterpart of Chief Craig made

7      mention there was one flaw with the Deputy Chief, who

8      now Chief of Police.  And I've been echoing that

9      throughout my community activities, that she was a

10      Kettering High School and this is a Denby High School

11      grad from the east side of Detroit.  And I just wanted

12      to let the records reflect that we have outstanding

13      individuals through our public school system.

14                And I have a great deal of respect for

15      Cass Tech.  My daughter graduated from Cass Tech.  But

16      I'm a Northeastern grad, proudly to say.  And I just

17      wanted to lift up all the public schools in the City of

18      Detroit.  It's outstanding and I just think that

19      someone said there's no way that Cass could fail

20      because they had all the resources, all the best of

21      everything.  And a Denby grad.  And, you know, and

22      Kettering and others, I know the shortcomings because I

23      have worked closely with the school system in my

24      career.

25                And I just wanted to echo that you're an



8/24/20178/24/2017

Page 31

1      outstanding Denby grad and I just want -- you're not

2      flawed at all.  And I just want the record to reflect I

3      stated that last week but I'm glad Chief Craig is here

4      and I love all my technicians, all my technicians.  But

5      I do love a public school grad or any other grad from a

6      high school in the City of Detroit.

7                So, as we meet the education challenge in

8      Detroit, the superintendent now, he spoke over to a

9      forum over to East Denby Prep this afternoon and I had

10      an opportunity to shake his hand at the Fisher

11      Building, on an invitation through United Way.  And we

12      just need to lift up education in the City of Detroit.

13                I'm not getting into Charter and public but I

14      do proudly say I'm just promoting our public schools,

15      it's a challenge.  I wish more parents lift it up each

16      and every day.  And I just wanted to put that on the

17      record, too.

18                COMMANDER BARREN:  Thank you, sir.

19                COMM. BELL:  And thank you for your military

20      service, too.  And I have watched you in action, too,

21      and I'm impressed.

22                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other discussion,

23      Commissioners?

24                Those in favor?

25                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.
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1                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

2                The motion carries.  Congratulations.  We

3      look forward to many more years of dedicated service

4      from you, sir.

5                COMM. VANN:  Madam Chair.

6                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, Commissioner?

7                COMM. VANN:  If I may, I wanted to just ask

8      the Chief about a couple of incidents that have been

9      reported in the news media this week.

10                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay.

11                COMM. VANN:  One, in particular, concerns me

12      with regard to the drug raid that was done in Detroit

13      by the West Bloomfield Police for, I suppose, the death

14      of a West Bloomfield resident who had a drug overdose,

15      allegedly.  And I am not really clear on what the

16      jurisdictional protocol would be in such an instance.

17      And I didn't see the Detroit Police Department

18      involved.  And, for me, it sets a bad precedent.

19      That's one incident.

20                Of course, the other incident is the -- the

21      officers who have a -- had a questionable use of force

22      with another individual in a store, a party store.  So

23      if you could just address those two for us.

24                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, I'll start

25      with outside agencies serving search warrants.
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1                If a law enforcement agency has been granted

2      a search warrant from a judge and it's inside the City

3      of Detroit, the only requirement and the practice has

4      been that they notify this agency, which according to a

5      lieutenant who was the officer in charge of the case,

6      acknowledged he did.  I can tell you I was asked the

7      question probably on yesterday and we haven't confirmed

8      that yet but we don't doubt that it happened.

9                There's a lot of reasons why it happens.

10      One, two things should happen.  One, notify the agency.

11      There are times when the Detroit Police Department does

12      go outside the City and does serve search warrants.

13      But, as a matter of practice, we notify the agency and

14      then we notify Narcotics, the Regional Narcotics, if

15      you will.  The acronym is failing me right now.

16                AC WILLIAMS:  HIDTA.

17                CHIEF CRAIG:  HIDTA.  And we do that for

18      de-confliction because of obvious reasons, being

19      another agency may be conducting the investigation.  So

20      it's not uncommon, it does happen.

21                I'll take you back in time.  I think I've

22      discussed it here at this Board, I'm not certain.

23      There was an incident involving the Farmington Hills

24      Police Department where they were looking for an armed

25      robbery suspect here in the City of Detroit.  He was
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1      held up in a hotel on Eight Mile on the City's border,

2      but on the City's side.

3                They ended up getting into an

4      officer-involved shooting incident, Suspect was hit by

5      gunfire, transported to the hospital, it resulted in a

6      nonfatal injury.  However, because it did happen in the

7      City of Detroit, as we do with any shooting incident,

8      we take responsibility for the investigation, which we

9      do.

10                In this instance, while there was reports in

11      the paper about someone who was unhappy on the

12      treatment, the fact that heavily armored police or

13      armored vehicles went to this location, going after a

14      suspect who was actually wanted from a crime earlier

15      that day, it was an assault with intent to commit

16      murder, and that suspect was arrested.

17                So we have since, because of what came out,

18      not to investigate the police department that served

19      the warrant, I have directed Commander Bliss to meet

20      with the -- the woman who in the paper made some

21      references as to how she felt she was treated but also

22      to talk with neighbors, not -- again, not to

23      investigate the Department, but just because whenever

24      there's law enforcement action in the City of Detroit,

25      we have to manage the neighborhood.  This is the City
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1      of Detroit and so we want to make sure, is there

2      something that we can do.

3                If that something is as simple as, "Well, we

4      didn't feel we were treated right", then we would

5      notify the concerned agency.  In this case, I think

6      that's Royal Oak.  We would notify them and pass that

7      on.  Now, if there's -- I'm sorry?

8                AC WILLIAMS:  Hazel Park.

9                CHIEF CRAIG:  Oh, Hazel Park.  Actually,

10      Hazel Park was the investigating agency.  But kind of a

11      regional SWAT unit was the one who actually served the

12      warrant.

13                Now, there are occasions when outside

14      agencies, whether it be Federal or another municipality

15      that will request the assistance of Detroit Police.

16      And most of the times, when that happens, they request

17      it because they need a uniformed presence.  As a matter

18      of practice, we can and, on occasions, will serve

19      high-risk warrants for outside agencies.

20                But what I never will do is mix -- what I

21      call mix and mingle our tactics.  Not all police

22      departments train the same way.  So I would not want

23      our SRT unit -- and certainly now Chief Barren knows

24      that if it's a DPD warrant, we serve it, if it's for

25      another agency, we'll serve it but we won't have the
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1      other officers involved in the actual tactical part of

2      it because we don't know how they train and it puts our

3      officers at risk.

4                And so I understand the concerns that have

5      been raised.  But, certainly, anytime there's an issue

6      where a community member feels they've been wronged,

7      even though it's another agency, we will go out to the

8      community, make the assessment and, if necessary, if it

9      doesn't rise to the level of alleged criminality, we

10      will advise that outside agency.

11                Now, if we go out and, during the course of

12      investigation, we find out that there is criminality,

13      we will start the investigation, complete the

14      investigation and give it over to Prosecutor Worthy for

15      evaluation.

16                To the second incident, as I was interviewed

17      today on it, you probably seen it on the news, this is

18      a story that broke yesterday.  Let me first talk about

19      what went well.  What went well, so we had a group of

20      officers assigned to the Fifth Precinct, Special

21      Operations, there was no call to the location.  Two of

22      the officers were at the location.  And, during their

23      visit there, they had an encounter with, initially, one

24      individual.  Now, I'm not certain, as of yet, whether

25      or not there was prior contact between the concerned
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1      officer and the suspect.  But it appeared that way,

2      looking at both videos.  There were two videos, as you

3      may know.

4                One video was a video taken by one of the

5      individuals that was subsequently posted on Facebook.

6      And then, certainly, the store had a video, which Media

7      has requested.  And I said, "Well, we have a pending

8      criminal matter, and I'm not policing that."  But I did

9      give a statement on it.

10                So what went well, in any use of force

11      situation, the command, in this case, the Fifth

12      Precinct, led by Commander Ewing, conducted -- his

13      folks conducted an investigation.  He found he had some

14      concerns about what had transpired.  And, because of

15      that concern, he immediately contacted Commander Bliss

16      from Professional Standards.

17                Commander Bliss then got our Force

18      Investigation Section to start another investigation,

19      which they did do.  As part of the investigation, there

20      were some concerns identified.  They did the

21      investigation.  And, on last Friday, that investigation

22      was submitted to the Wayne County Prosecutor for review

23      and evaluation as to whether or not the officer's

24      conduct was criminal.

25                Now, what was depicted on the news and the
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1      video, it shows that the individual was facing the

2      Plexiglas inside of this liquor store.  At some point,

3      while the individual stood there, the officer deployed

4      chemical spray and, immediately following that, using a

5      bomb-type technique, took the individual to the ground

6      to facilitate an arrest.  Suspect was then arrested.

7                However, when you look at the video from the

8      store, certainly there was something that occurred

9      prior to the actual deployment of chemical spray.  And

10      that something was Suspect, in this instance, did swing

11      at the officer.  Now, when I first looked at the video,

12      I wasn't sure if he made contact with the officer.  It

13      appeared that way.  But, in the second review, I think

14      Commander Bliss suggested it doesn't look like he made

15      contact.  So, at that point, the officer felt

16      threatened and that's when Suspect walked away and he

17      deployed the chemical spray.

18                There was other activity, where the suspect

19      was contacted prior to that out in the parking lot, and

20      so that was a concern we had had.  And so we will let

21      the prosecutor make that decision.  If she finds no

22      criminality in this matter, then we will complete our

23      investigation from an administrative view and we will

24      take whatever appropriate action is necessary.

25                So that's where we are right now.  And I'll
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1      take any other questions that you may have.

2                COMM. BELL:  Madam Chair, I'd like to do a

3      follow-up on Commissioner Vann, the first question.  Do

4      we have a history of rolling off the armored personnel

5      vehicle in any other city besides Detroit?

6                CHIEF CRAIG:  All SWAT teams or SRT,

7      depending on the jurisdiction, do have armored

8      vehicles.  Detroit has what we call two BearCats.  We

9      have a small one and a large one.  Those tactical

10      armored vehicles are used during negotiations.

11                In fact, I know, vividly, in one instance,

12      where the barricade -- during the negotiation with an

13      armed suspect, who was barricaded began to fire rounds

14      and, actually, struck the vehicle.  So it doesn't look

15      like a military vehicle.  I know the vehicle that was

16      depicted in the newspaper was a light brown

17      military-style vehicle.  Our vehicle is not painted in

18      military.  It's strictly a police-type armored vehicle

19      that the Police Departments purchased called a Lenco.

20      It's paint in a very dull dark gray and has just the

21      "Detroit Police".

22                So, to answer your question specifically, all

23      police departments that deploy SRT assets do use

24      armored vehicles for the safety of not only the

25      officers but the person that we're trying to deescalate
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1      the situation.

2                COMM. BELL:  I'm trying to clarify, do we

3      utilize that in, say, Warren or Grosse Pointe; do we

4      have history of rolling out an armored personnel

5      vehicle outside the City of Detroit?

6                I don't see us going to Grosse Pointe.  I

7      mean, enlighten me.  I'm just trying to get an idea

8      that maybe the -- to respond, I'm just trying to get an

9      idea, do we roll out a vehicle like that in any other

10      community besides Detroit?

11                CHIEF CRAIG:  As I indicated earlier in my

12      remarks, on occasion, if we're going after a felony

13      suspect, we will go outside the City.  And the reason

14      for the deployment of that type of vehicle, if we're

15      going to an armed suspect who is a warrant for murder,

16      knowing they're armed and dangerous, there is a

17      likelihood --

18                And maybe, Barren, you can specifically --

19      how many times have we -- if you know off the top, how

20      many times have we gone outside the City?

21                COMMANDER BARREN:  Not off the top but we

22      have deployed, based on search warrants, for example,

23      if the suspect may commit a crime in Detroit, he may be

24      in a neighboring city and SRT gets that deployment.  We

25      have what he call a matrix so the Homicide personnel
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1      will do the matrix, it is a key to where our SRT will

2      have to make that arrest.  And, since we're going after

3      a dangerous suspect who's already shown a propensity

4      for violence, we do deploy our assets to effect that

5      arrest.

6                Sometimes those incidents do turn into a

7      barricaded situation.  Fortunately, we haven't had one

8      outside the City but we come to those scenes prepared.

9                COMM. BELL:  I'm just trying to get clarity.

10      The answer would be "yes" or "no".  Do we he have a

11      history of going outside the City of Detroit with

12      vehicles of that nature, as you described?

13                COMMANDER BARREN:  I wouldn't say history but

14      we have done it at times.

15                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, we have done

16      it.  And, I mean, I know where you're trying to take

17      me.

18                COMM. BELL:  The question's been posed by

19      people who want to know.

20                CHIEF CRAIG:  We can also look at this

21      through another lens.  Here's the other lens that we

22      can look at it, you know, we're reducing violence in

23      the City of Detroit.  So the suspects may feel more

24      comfortable now, maybe they don't want to do --

25      whatever had happened, Suspect lives in Detroit, goes
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1      to Grosse Pointe and commits a violent crime and comes

2      back to Detroit, I don't know.

3                So what I really don't want to do is I don't

4      want to take over serving high-risk warrants for

5      outside municipalities.  We go through a very

6      substantial workup, we have a matrix, as was alluded to

7      by the Deputy Chief.  Certainly, I mean, we believe

8      there was children in the residence because we just

9      couldn't keep up.

10                Now, again, there are agencies that will ask

11      us, and depending on what it is, we may decline.  We

12      may say, "That doesn't fit our criteria.  We're not

13      going to do it."  They may have the authority because a

14      judge has signed this warrant to make the arrest, and

15      it's a high-risk warrant, they may deploy their armored

16      assets, like we would deploy.  We just don't have

17      anything that looks like a tank.

18                COMM. VANN:  Madam Chair, I think -- I'm

19      sorry.

20                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Crawford was next.

21                COMM. CRAWFORD:  I'm sorry.  Go ahead, sir.

22                COMM. VANN:  No.  I was just saying that, you

23      know, the consternation in the community on a

24      residential street, where all of a sudden they see an

25      armored vehicle and a large police presence but it's
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1      not our police, you know, just adds to the malaise of

2      distrust that we're working so hard -- you're working

3      so hard, we're working so hard to try to alleviate, so

4      that we wouldn't have the propensity of those kinds,

5      you know, of incidents getting out of hand

6      community-wise.

7                If there is some alleged mistreatment, for

8      example, of a Detroit resident by a suburban

9      department, that would be visible to the community, as

10      people inevitably would be in the street or on their

11      porches or wherever they would be observing this.

12                I just think it is a bit disturbing to me.

13      And though I -- I'm understanding what you're saying

14      about the jurisdictional protocol, I'm -- I'm

15      wondering, there are a lot of women who are Detroiters,

16      Detroit residents, you know, who have also died of a

17      drug overdose.  I'm just wondering if you would be

18      conducting raids in a suburban location for a death of

19      a Detroit woman for that.  I don't know how you would

20      allocate those kinds of resources.

21                But I can see some potential difficulty with

22      people looking down their street and saying, "Wow, I

23      don't recognize that vehicle, I don't recognize that

24      vehicle and I don't recognize those uniforms."

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, I understand
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1      your concern.  And, you know, I'm not certain,

2      apparently, you know more about that one raid that was

3      conducted by -- I think it was Bloomfield on the

4      overdose.  Would we do it?  We haven't done it.

5                But the issue is -- and I'm going back to the

6      one, the assault with intent to commit murder.  A

7      violent fell on who happens to be in Detroit, I mean

8      what would you recommend we do with this violent felon?

9      Are you suggesting, then, that the Detroit Police

10      should serve every warrant within the City limit of

11      Detroit?  I mean, is that the suggestion?  Or -- I just

12      would like to understand.

13                COMM. VANN:  No.  I just -- I guess, for me,

14      I just thought that there would be a protocol that

15      would include, as you have said, but could not verify

16      the permission of DPD, as they come in or at least the

17      notification that they're coming in, and that there

18      would be DPD personnel, you know, working with them as

19      a part of whatever enforcement action needed to be

20      taken.

21                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, as a point

22      of clarity, it's not a matter of notifying as to for

23      permission, it is a judge that has deemed the location

24      where, say, a felony suspect went on an attempt murder

25      has given that department permission to serve the
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1      warrant.

2                Again, I'm not fond of mixing our police

3      tactics with another outside agency.  If we're asked to

4      serve a warrant on a felony, we will do that.  And,

5      unless there's some issues that we're not comfortable

6      with.  But, I mean, I could think of a number of times

7      where federal assets come in and said, "We're going to

8      serve the warrant but we just need DPD to stand by."

9                So it's almost not -- but that's when they

10      need to have -- they notify the -- certainly, the

11      precinct of occurrence, so they -- they are aware that

12      they're in the City.  Just like if we go to

13      Grosse Pointe, we're going to notify Grosse Pointe PD

14      that, "We're serving a robbery warrant in your

15      jurisdiction" and they may show up and just stand by.

16      We may show up and just stand by.

17                But, again, it's their warrant and they'll be

18      held accountable for anything that may or may not, you

19      know, turn out okay.  So I guess I'm trying to

20      understand, what is your, the Board's, desire?  But,

21      certainly, I would not want to serve every single

22      warrant for any outside agency in the City of Detroit

23      for a lot of reasons.

24                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair, good

25      evening -- or afternoon, Chief.



8/24/20178/24/2017

Page 46

1                And, Commissioner Van, you and I may differ a

2      little bit on this.  But the scenario that, if a

3      citizen in the City of Detroit, a woman, so to speak,

4      has overdosed on some heroin or something, as this were

5      the case, and the Wayne County Prosecutor issues a

6      warrant, if the individual is somewhere in the State of

7      Michigan, I think that we need to go get them, if

8      there's a warrant and outside the City of Detroit.

9                Also, too, in reference to this, a number of

10      phone calls about these -- both these incidents that

11      occurred with the -- the armored personnel carrier,

12      because that's what it really is, citizens likening it

13      to a tank.  I mean, that's what -- they posted it on

14      social media and it's not a tank.

15                But, again, and those were the complaints

16      about an outside agency.  My concern is also, too, most

17      importantly, is that these -- these two agencies and

18      that all agencies notify the Detroit Police Department

19      when coming into our city.  That's real critical, not

20      only so that we know but for officer safety and also,

21      you know, for our citizens.  Of course, they wouldn't

22      notify the citizens in our neighborhoods but at least

23      we would know.  And when I say "we", the Detroit Police

24      Department.

25                In reference to the incident that was the
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1      videos that was being played out on a couple different

2      news outlets, incident at the gas station involving the

3      Detroit police officer, what we're privy to and what

4      the citizens have seen is that only it's that video,

5      that's all that everyone basically knows about is what

6      they seen in the media.

7                So -- and also, too, in the media there was a

8      Detroit News, to be exact, article, where a Detroit

9      police officer was interviewed and he likened -- or, to

10      be exact, I believe the words were there, "The citizens

11      have somewhat declared a war on police officers."

12                Again, I differ with that.  I'll be glad to

13      reference some information for that particular officer.

14      Because, even as early as today, the incident that

15      occurred in Boston with the massive protests, thousands

16      and thousands of protesters, recently there was a

17      statement from their Police Commissioner/their Police

18      Chief, Evans, who stated that 99.9 percent of the

19      protesters, they didn't have an issue with,

20      99.9 percent.  Out of all those thousands, it was only

21      27 arrests.  A few police officers were assaulted,

22      also, in that.

23                But I'll reference some information from the

24      American Police Beat magazine, which is a police

25      magazine, December 2016, as stated there, confidence in
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1      police is -- is high, high numbers contrasting conflict

2      with war on cops talk.

3                Recent Gallup Poll -- Gallup Poll is a

4      national organization -- 76 percent of Americans have a

5      great deal of respect for police in their local area.

6      I think Detroit might even be a little bit higher than

7      76 percent in this metro area.  That's up 12 percent

8      from 2015.

9                Who say they respect police is significantly

10      higher since the 1990s, 1.77 percent recorded in 1967.

11      Gallup Poll reported a solid majority of Americans said

12      they respect their local law enforcement, respect has

13      increased among both whites and nonwhites.  Four in

14      five whites, 80 percent, say they have a great deal of

15      respect for police; that's up 11 points.  Two in three

16      nonwhites, 67 percent, say the same level of respect,

17      an increase of 14 points from 2015.

18                So I don't believe that the citizens -- or

19      Americans across America has declared some war on

20      police.  And this -- like I said, this is from American

21      Police Beat magazine, which is something the police

22      publish every month.  Thank you.

23                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, I know the

24      article you referenced, today's article, the writer is

25      actually here.  And yeah, there was some reference to
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1      this war.  However, this Police Chief said in the

2      article -- and I say it constantly, that the vast

3      majority of Detroiters support this Police Department.

4      It's a well-known fact.

5                Now, there is some members of the criminal

6      community that have problems with Detroit Police, some

7      of the aggression, threats that are made.  The fact is

8      some officers have been shot but it certainly doesn't

9      define that there is a war against police officers by

10      members of the community.  I think the vast majority of

11      Detroit Police officers know that.

12                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir, I would contend.

13      But also, I'm addressing what was in the media and was

14      quoted by --

15                CHIEF CRAIG:  I was quoted, too.

16                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yeah, I know you were.  But

17      you didn't -- that wasn't -- I am not attributing that

18      quote to you.

19                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Mallet?

20                COMM. MALLETT:  So, Madam Chair, I do think

21      that the point that Commissioner Vann and

22      Commissioner Bell were making is one worthy of some

23      degree of recognition.  But it's not anything that the

24      Chief could do.  So here's the recommendation:

25                We have the secretary draft a letter,
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1      Commissioner Vann and Commissioner Bell, on behalf of

2      the entire Board.  That's that.

3                One, we support fully the City of Detroit's

4      requirement that jurisdictions or agencies outside the

5      City of Detroit continue and aggressively notify DPD

6      when they're going to serve a warrant; that the Detroit

7      Board of Police Commissioners supports the continual

8      demilitarization of our police departments and the

9      careful use of military assets as we approach the

10      necessity for police service.

11                And then, three, that, in this particular

12      instance, we would hope that there would be a high

13      degree of sensitivity shown for the neighbors in the

14      community where the warrant is going to be delivered.

15                I do think -- because I really don't think,

16      Commissioner Vann and Commissioner Bell, that there's

17      much the Police Chief can do.  The concern that has

18      been voiced, which I think all of us share, is that we

19      want a balance, we want respect, we want careful

20      policing, no matter what agency is providing it.

21                And we want to be sure that the citizens of

22      Detroit are protected by all of the police agencies who

23      come in contact with this particular community that we

24      serve.  So, I mean, I think that the -- the -- the

25      point would be that the -- if we -- we want -- none of
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1      us want to endanger any police officer anywhere.  And

2      we want to make sure that the police officers, when

3      they're doing their job, have the assets determined

4      that are required to get that work done.

5                However, tanks and those kinds of things, in

6      this particular circumstance, we would ask that that

7      policy be reviewed.  And, again, I, for one, and only

8      speaking for myself, so that's why the letter has to be

9      circulated, support the demilitarization.  So we need

10      to see what that letter looks like and have it come

11      back to the Commission, Madam Chair, so that we can

12      voice the concerns here to the appropriate agency that

13      carried out the -- conducted the raid that occurred.

14                COMM. BELL:  Madam Chair -- and I support,

15      that was my -- my mode of moving to that letter.

16      Because an arrest warrant is one thing and a search

17      warrant.  But just to roll through an armored vehicle,

18      whatever it looks like, whatever it is, I think that's

19      inappropriate and in a measure that we should review

20      the circumstance of this particular instance.

21                Because I know we don't have a history of

22      rolling out in their cities, in that manner, for

23      something of that nature.  And I respect the Chief's

24      response.  But I think we need to look into it and that

25      we must show if it warrants our displeasure for that
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1      type of activity.  Because someone raised it, this is

2      like the second incidence of this nature.  I don't know

3      the history.  But it's out there on social media, how

4      we respond to their community.  And I know we have a

5      great deal of respect for other cities.

6                But there's a tendency not to respect Detroit

7      citizens, in terms of the nature of these type of

8      operations.  And I think we need to be loud and clear.

9      If it warrants it, we need to speak as one board.

10                COMM. MALLETT:  I agree.

11                COMM. BELL:  And I agree with you on that.

12      So, if the Board Secretary and staff could take note,

13      in terms of circumstance, and that we could move

14      forward, I look forward to that.  Thank you,

15      Commissioner Mallet and Commissioner Vann for raising

16      the issue because it's out there already, you know,

17      what is happening in our city versus their city.  Thank

18      you.

19                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Commissioner.

20                So we will draft that letter.

21                SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes, Madam Chair.  The

22      letter will be drafted and then we'll begin to

23      circulate it between the commissioners.

24                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

25                All right.  At this time -- thank you all for
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1      your comments.  At this time, we're going to have the

2      presentation from the Executive Manager Maloney White.

3                MS. WHITE:  Good afternoon, your Honorable

4      Board.  May it please the Board, I am Melonie White,

5      Executive Manager of Policy and Planning.

6                And today I am presenting or reporting on two

7      items, the quarterly -- BOPC's quarterly audit of the

8      department's revised policy directives and, also, the

9      upcoming NACO conference that will be held during the

10      month of September.

11                With regards to the BOPC's quarterly audit,

12      you should have a chart in your package and it is also

13      up on the screen.  As part of the BOPC's

14      charter-mandated responsibility and authority, the

15      Board, in collaboration with the Mayor and the Chief of

16      Police, set policy, rules and regulations, which

17      includes making revisions to the departments police

18      manual directives.  Major revisions are reviewed by the

19      policy subcommittee and voted on by the Board and minor

20      revisions are reviewed by staff and outlined in a

21      quarterly report for the Board's consideration.

22                All of the policies listed in the chart that

23      you have in front of you were taken from the

24      department's management awareness system and we wanted

25      to bring those to your attention today.
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1                In the first column, you have the department

2      directives listed and they are as follows:  Patrol,

3      strikes, demonstrations and civil orders,

4      transportation of detainees, surveillance, definition,

5      non-sworn members, timekeeping, armed and barricaded

6      persons, department vehicles, uniforms and appearance,

7      radio procedures, payroll and paychecks, work period,

8      time report.  Those are all of the directives that the

9      Department has made revisions to.  And we first noticed

10      it on May 25th, as you see that in your column.

11                The second column indicates the number of

12      readvised items to each of those directives.  So, for

13      instance, for the patrol-related policy directives,

14      there were seven revised items.

15                The third column is the number of major items

16      requiring the BOPC's approval.  And, as you can see, at

17      this time, of the items that were revised, there are

18      no -- none of them require your approval at this time.

19                And the fourth column indicates the number of

20      minor items where no approval is needed, and you see

21      that that indicates seven.

22                And then the last column indicates the

23      status.  And, particularly for the patrol-related

24      policy directive, we are still reviewing that

25      particular directive because we are awaiting additional
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1      information to present to you for your review and

2      consideration.

3                But, as for the remaining 11 policy

4      directives, no action or approval is required from you

5      at this time.

6                And, just to give you an example of some of

7      the corrections or some of the revisions that were made

8      to the policy directives, for instance, under the

9      patrol-related policy, revisions were made concerning

10      inspections following roll call, what the supervisors

11      are responsible for inspecting with regards to the

12      officers.

13                Under transportation of detainees, a revision

14      was made that officers are required to order EMS when

15      an individual is requesting medical attention

16      concerning the handcuffs being too tight.  So those

17      were some of the changes that were made within some of

18      the policy -- or within that particular policy

19      directive.

20                And a more formal report will be transmitted

21      to the Board of Police Commissioners once we receive

22      the additional information that I mentioned earlier

23      concerning the patrol.  But you'll -- you will have an

24      opportunity to review each revision in detail.

25                And I'd also like to indicate that there are
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1      an additional 12 policy directives that have been

2      revised by the Department.  And the Policy and Planning

3      Division is also currently reviewing those revised

4      directives as well.

5                And, lastly, with regards to this particular

6      report, just to provide you with an overall status of

7      all of the policy directives that have come before the

8      Board of Police Commissioners, in terms of new

9      policies, they are as follows:  And I'll provide the

10      status as well.

11                The electronic control weapons policy you all

12      approved.

13                The body-worn camera policy directive is

14      currently with the Department.  As you know, the

15      Body-Worn Camera Policy Privacy Act was just enacted

16      into law and you all also transmitted your proposed

17      recommendations to the Department.  So it is still with

18      the Department at this time.

19                The civil asset forfeiture policy directive

20      is still under your review.

21                And, lastly, the vehicular pursuits, the

22      policy subcommittee is currently scheduling a meeting

23      to review those recommendations as well.

24                With regards to the NACO conference, the 23rd

25      annual NACO conference will be held in Spokane,
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1      Washington, from September -- Sunday, September 10th,

2      through Thursday, September 14th 2017.  The conference

3      sessions will take place at the Davenport Grand Hotel,

4      which is in Spokane, Washington.

5                The -- this year's conference theme is

6      civilian oversight in a changing landscape.  The

7      conference sessions are assigned under four tracks and

8      they are as follows:

9                21st Century Policing, which is taking --

10      taken from the President Obama's President's Task Force

11      on 21st Century Policing.

12                The second track is current and emergent

13      trends.

14                The third track is effectiveness and impact.

15                And the fourth track is correctional

16      oversight.

17                Given the events involving police misconduct,

18      the current outlook of the Department of Justice and

19      the current dynamics of our country, this conference

20      will provide useful information to you to provide

21      effective and efficient oversight of law enforcement.

22                You all will receive NACO conference package

23      materials.  And, within those materials, we have

24      identified and grouped the conference sessions as -- or

25      under those sessions that are of local impact, those
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1      sessions that are of broad impact and those sessions

2      that are of emergent impact.

3                Some of the local impact that we are -- local

4      impact sessions that we are recommending include

5      collective bargaining and its impact on police

6      oversight, mental illness and incarceration, 21 Century

7      Policing and Procedural Justice, body-worn cameras and

8      lessons learned, and also use of force, evaluating use

9      of force tactics and legal update.  So those are some

10      of the sessions that we are recommending, as far as

11      what is locally impacting here in the City of Detroit.

12                And, also, in your package of materials, you

13      have articles and pieces that are consistent with those

14      recessions, and I've just mentioned to you some of the

15      names of those articles as well.

16                And I can take any questions that you may

17      have at this time.

18                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioners, any

19      questions?

20                COMM. BELL:  Yes, Madam Chair.  We are

21      waiting on the traffic stop of Commissioner Vann.  Have

22      we looked at the policy and training bulletin in

23      reference to traffic stops?

24                There's a great deal of discussion that we

25      upheld in the community in reference to the Chief
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1      mentioned a couple of issues concerning traffic stop.

2      But have you look at traffic stops and the training

3      bulletin policy on that?

4                MS. WHITE:  Yes, sir.  Through the Chair, the

5      Policy and Planning Division has reviewed other

6      jurisdiction's department policy directives and other

7      case law, as it relates to traffic stops.  And so

8      that's why I mentioned we were waiting on that one

9      additional item before the readvised policy before we

10      present it to you for your consideration.  But we are

11      currently looking at those other jurisdictions as well

12      as reviewing the current policy to identify what --

13      what additional items we can recommend for enhancement

14      purposes.

15                COMM. BELL:  Thank you.

16                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other questions,

17      Commissioners?

18                Thank you, Ms. White.

19                At this time, are there any standing

20      committee reports or ad hoc committee reports?

21                At this time, we'll have the report from the

22      Board Secretary.

23                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  As

24      you can see, what we're trying to do with staff is to

25      look at things from a no longer perspective and to try
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1      and give you -- to kind of routinize the information

2      which we're bringing to you.  Ms. White's report is

3      really representative of a beginning effort on our part

4      to kind of look at the broad Department and bring it to

5      you, in this case directives, in quarterly increments.

6                Because there are times where the Department

7      makes a decision to do certain types of things and they

8      may be very minor in character, which is well and good.

9      But, eventually, you need to know that the changes took

10      place.

11                And then there are other ones that may be

12      major, which we route through the longer process with

13      a -- with our policy committee and then up the road to

14      the Board for its action.

15                In that second category, that process is

16      largely initiated -- well, not largely, it is initiated

17      by the Chief's office, when they send a directive to us

18      for -- for examination.

19                So we are looking in a number of other things

20      in which we're going to be trying to bring to you in a

21      more organized and regimented fashion so that you can

22      take portions of the Department and kind of look at it

23      more systematically.  I would also like to report, as

24      listed on the agenda, as I typically do in our

25      meetings, there are five communications have been
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1      directed to the Department.  You have them listed on

2      our agenda.  Again, this is exclusive for the purposes

3      of letting Commissioners know what has come into the

4      office when they're listed at this part of the agenda,

5      that they are not necessarily there for action items.

6                There is one exception or there are

7      exceptions when we receive information that is after

8      the printing of the agenda.  And the information in

9      connection with the DC Barren, for example, is one

10      example.  And we then meet with the Chairperson and put

11      those types of things on the agenda, so that you're

12      getting to them, really, with inside a day or two of --

13      of receiving communications from the Chief's office.

14      So, minus those types of things, you will get a

15      complete listing of what's going into the office.

16                And, with that, and the presentation that was

17      made by our policy people, that concludes my report.

18      And I'm -- I as well as any of our staff are available

19      for any questions that you might have.

20                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioners, any

21      questions?

22                No questions.  Thank you, Mr. Hicks.

23                At this time, is there any Old Business?

24                Under New Business, we've already taken care

25      of the first item.
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1                The second item is a personnel matter,

2      P.O. Michael Brandt.

3                SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes.  Madam Chair, that --

4      that letter -- the summary in that case was transmitted

5      to us within the last, I think, day by the Chief's

6      office.  We then, in turn, transmitted that

7      electronically to the Board members.  And it is also

8      contained in your packet, as it is a personnel matter,

9      you may or may not select -- and this is clearly upon

10      you to go into a closed session to hear something.

11                Or, if you have read the review and don't

12      particularly have any questions or concerns, you can

13      decide to handle that here at the table but that's

14      really your option.  And, if you simply direct us, we

15      have reserved the -- the conference room, I think it's

16      the Woodward Room, for a closed session in the event

17      that you determine that you want to go into a closed

18      session.

19                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Is there someone that feels

20      that we need to go into a closed session?

21                Commissioner Mallet?

22                COMM. MALLETT:  Madam Chair, I move that we

23      move adoption of the Chief's recommendation.

24                COMM. VANN:  Support.

25                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and
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1      supported that we approve the recommendation of

2      Chief Craig.  Is there any discussion?

3                Those in favor?

4                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

5                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?

6                The motion carries.

7                SECRETARY HICKS:  Madam Chair, for the

8      requirement that we have under -- on this, it's

9      important for me to note if there were any exceptions.

10      Otherwise, the record will reflect that everyone voted.

11      Now, because we have a threshold, a higher threshold on

12      that vote.

13                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes.

14                SECRETARY HICKS:  So, if there was any

15      exceptions or anybody voting against that, I just want

16      to simply note that and I did not see any.

17                THE CHAIRPERSON:  I didn't hear any.

18                COMM. BURTON:  What is the -- what is --

19      through the Chair, what are --

20                I didn't get a chance to read it.  Can we go

21      into a closed session?

22                COMM. BELL:  Then sustain or say "no".

23                COMM. VANN:  Through the Chair.

24                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes?

25                COMM. VANN:  Madam Chair, perhaps it should
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1      be necessary to read something into the record, other

2      than we're just voting to --

3                THE CHAIRPERSON:  No, we have the

4      recommendations.

5                SECRETARY HICKS:  Madam Chair, you do have

6      the formal recommendations from the Chief.  And the

7      essence of the recommendation is to change the duty

8      status of this individual and to put them on

9      administrative leave without pay.  That's the

10      recommendation and that would be what is entered into

11      the record, which is what you voted on.

12                And, again, from the information or the tally

13      of the vote, at least from my side, my side is that you

14      achieved sufficient numbers on that vote in order to

15      support the recommendation of the Chair.  And so that

16      would be what we would note in the meeting that the --

17      I'm sorry the Chair -- the Chiefs recommendation was

18      approved by the Board.

19                COMM. BELL:  Madam Chair, Commissioner Burton

20      can abstain from voting or he can vote no but the

21      majority has already spoken.

22                COMM. BURTON:  Well, Mr. Chair and

23      Madam Chair, I'm just now reading it so I've barely got

24      a chance to review this.  But I would love for us to go

25      into closed session and discuss this because I'm just
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1      now getting this.

2                THE CHAIRPERSON:  We've already voted on it.

3                We voted on it and what -- how many

4      commissioners do we need to say --

5                SECRETARY HICKS:  You needed a -- I believe

6      it's seven commissioners and you had well in excess of

7      seven.

8                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay.  So the motion

9      carries.

10                Thank you.

11                Under Announcements, our next meeting will be

12      Thursday, August 31st, 2017 at 3:00 p.m., here at the

13      Detroit Public Safety Headquarters, located at

14      1301 Third Street.  There will not be a Board of Police

15      Commissioners meeting on September 14th, 2017, as we

16      will -- most of us will be at the NACO conference that

17      was just discussed by Executive Management,

18      Melanie White.

19                Our September community meeting will be

20      Thursday, September 21st, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the

21      Third Precinct, at the operating Engineers Local 324,

22      located at 1550 Howard Street, and that is west of

23      Trumbull, north of Fort Street.

24                At this time, we'll have oral communications

25      from the audience.
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1                Please give your name for the record and

2      limit your comments to two minutes, please.

3                MR. BROWN:  Madam Chair, I have four cards.

4      The first one is Mr. Eric Blount, followed by

5      Mr. Peter Rhoades.

6                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

7                MR. BLOUNT:  Good afternoon to the Board and

8      to the Chief.  My name is Eric Blount.  My wife and I

9      are lifelong Detroiters.  As you know, I've been an

10      advocate for body-worn cameras for transparency and

11      clarity and truth and justice.  My concern is on these

12      outside agencies that come in and serve warrants to the

13      City of Detroit, is there a requirement for them to

14      wear body-worn cameras or would you entertain that

15      idea?  Thank you.

16                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.

17                Chief, do you want to respond to that?

18                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, there's no

19      requirement, that I'm aware of.  I'm not even certain

20      some of the local municipalities even have in-car

21      video.  So we've had in-car video for some years now.

22      We're, certainly, in this state, one of the few --

23      well, we're the only very large city that has it.  And,

24      as I reported out to you probably a couple weeks ago,

25      we're almost fully deployed.  I think we have our SRT
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1      metro assets remaining, and once that deployment's

2      done, we'll be fully deployed.

3                But, in terms of a requirement, I don't even

4      think -- in fact, I know, for certain, Michigan State

5      Police worked in the City of Detroit both on the city

6      streets and the freeways and they're not -- they don't

7      have body-worn cameras.  So I don't think it's a

8      State -- I think it would be a State -- might be a

9      State mandate but we couldn't make it a requirement.

10                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair, also,

11      too, as the Commission being a civilian oversight, even

12      though jurisdiction is Detroit, we would have no

13      authority or jurisdiction or authority to tell another

14      agency to -- that they would have to have a particular

15      type of equipment coming into our -- I know what you're

16      saying, that it is our city and it is our jurisdiction.

17      But we would have no authority -- this Commission

18      would, in no way, have authority to tell -- or we could

19      write anything or vote up anything that would require

20      them to wear body-worn cameras or any other equipment.

21                Yes, sir?

22                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.

23                MR. BLOUNT:  Just through the Chair, I mean a

24      lot like Commissioner Mallet talked about a letter of

25      recommendation, we could quite possibly recommend that
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1      they do this type of thing.  If it's important to us,

2      it should be important to them.  And, here again, it's

3      all about transparency and truth and justice.

4                Thank you.

5                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Blount.

6                COMM. CRAWFORD:  I'm in agreement with you on

7      that, sir.

8                MR. BROWN:  Mr. Rhoades followed by

9      Ms. Faith.

10                MR. RHOADES:  Hello.  My name is

11      Peter Rhoades.  I'm a resident, been here before, and

12      it's always nice to be back.

13                Earlier this year, I was invited by the Board

14      to write a letter with some questions for the Detroit

15      Police Department concerning payment by the Detroit

16      Tigers, Detroit Red Wings and other businesses for

17      security after games.

18                Well, I gave the questions to Mr. Hicks who

19      gave them to D.C. Bettison.  They've been answered,

20      went back to Mr. Hicks who distributed it to the Board

21      last week, I believe.

22                And I'm going to be getting the official

23      responses soon from Mr. Hicks.  But the unofficial

24      feedback I've gotten so far is really disappointing.

25      Apparently, there is no payment from the Red Wings or
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1      the Tigers for all the security that we provide.

2                Now, instead of complaining about that, I'm

3      going to make a suggestion instead.  I'm going to

4      suggest that the City of Detroit place a $2 fee on each

5      ticket sold.  That would generate enough money, about

6      $10 million, so that we could pay for the police

7      protection that we give to the customers who go down to

8      these games.

9                It also would liberate police officers to go

10      out into the neighborhoods.  You know, if you had 30

11      police officers assigned to the power shift at Number

12      12, you'd have, like, a three-minute response time.  We

13      hear sometimes complaints of two and a half hours of

14      response times.

15                So I'm not doing it so much just to get

16      revenue.  I'm doing it so there would be enough

17      resources so that the neighborhoods can get better

18      response time when they need help, and that's the

19      purpose of this.  An example, right now the casinos,

20      they generate money, they pay money to the City of

21      Detroit.  That's monies used for the Gaming Division.

22      And there's proper security for casinos.

23                I'd like to see that -- and, although there's

24      proper security for the casinos and it doesn't take

25      away from the security and the response time for
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1      neighborhoods, same thing could apply here.  If you

2      could have a resolution or a letter and send that to

3      the City of Detroit City Council, I think that would go

4      a long way.  Thank you very much.

5                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Rhoades.

6                Commissioner Bell.

7                COMM. BELL:  Madam Chair, I think that's a

8      great statement, that we should address this issue to

9      the Mayor of Detroit and, also, to Council President

10      and the Public Safety Committee of the Council, that we

11      should raise this issue because this issue's come up

12      over and over in the community.

13                Even with the Pistons coming down, it would

14      be more deployment of officers and the issue is about

15      neighborhood response time patrol is before us.  The

16      President of the Fifth Precinct policemen just raised

17      that issue, in terms of manpower of afternoons and

18      what's happening downtown.  Are we certain officers --

19      and the answer is yes to a degree.

20                So I think that we really need to voice our

21      concern about funding from these entities, like the

22      Detroit Lions, the Pistons and Red Wings or any other

23      of that nature, especially the big three, concerning

24      the real issue, and that should be our issue, too.  So,

25      if Mr. Hicks could look into, how we can draft a letter
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1      for Madam Chair to sign and get the Board approval,

2      then I think we should bring folks in on this

3      particular matter.  Enough said.

4                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

5                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Crawford?

6                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Also, too, it

7      is appropriate that it be addressed to the Mayor, as

8      Commissioner Bell stated, and City Council, because

9      they would be the ones who would have to negotiate and

10      approve something like this.  But, historically, I

11      recall Mike Ilitch, the late Mike Ilitch, years ago,

12      when this issue came up, being at the podium with the

13      Chief, at that time.

14                And there was a public statement from

15      Mr. Ilitch that he didn't mind paying for the security,

16      you know, for the Wings' and the Tigers' game.  I mean,

17      that's a fact.  You can check the media archives for

18      that one.  But that was his statement.  He said he

19      didn't, at that time.

20                And there was some back and forth and, of

21      course, City Council, at that time, and the current --

22      the Mayor, at that time, couldn't kind of come to grips

23      with an agreement.  But that was his public statement,

24      he didn't mind paying, and other cities, too, across

25      America.  They've done it for years, so --
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1                MR. BROWN:  Ms. Faith, followed by Mr. Davis.

2                MS. FAITH:  This is the second time I learned

3      how to say through the Chair.  I commended you,

4      Chairperson, because you've done such a well job in

5      speaking today and everyone has done the same.  You all

6      have made me so proud every time I come, not only

7      because the way that you speak and conduct yourselves

8      amongst one another, even on very sensitive subject

9      matters.  And it teaches me how to speak with others on

10      their level and how to conduct myself accordingly.

11                I want to thank you all, once again, for

12      being such exemplary people in teaching me such things.

13      Also, I wanted to -- something came to my mind.

14      Because, on many times, I've talked to people about

15      civil matters and pertaining to different things about

16      conduct and speech and law enforcement and being in

17      force, whether it's free individuals or between

18      individuals or between family members.  If there isn't

19      already instituted, may I suggest or offer or ask to be

20      instituted, if you all don't mind, a division to be set

21      aside for such matters?

22                I don't know if you have it already.  Because

23      I think it would help the citizens of Detroit, the ones

24      that don't know the step-by-step protocol for those

25      matters on the outside of the police force.  And I know
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1      that you all care about the community the way you speak

2      and conduct yourselves amongst each other and with the

3      citizens in the community, days that I've attended.

4                And so, therefore, I feel comfortable

5      mentioning and suggesting such.  And I'm continuing to

6      pray for all of you all and support you and back you

7      up.  Just give me the bullhorn and I will encourage and

8      back you up 100 percent.  Continue to do a good job.

9                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Madam.

10                MR. DAVIS:  Hello everyone.  My name is

11      William Davis.  I'm President of the Detroit Chapter of

12      National Action Network.  And much of what I was going

13      to say was raised by Commissioners, it was about some

14      of the things that's going on in the City that

15      shouldn't be going on, that's questionable.

16                But insomuch as I asked to speak, I figured I

17      would just bring attention to -- I noticed yesterday I

18      witnessed a communication action update in and around

19      the McDonald's on Grand River and Schaefer where some

20      D15 people had an action.  And I'd like to commend the

21      command staff of the Second Precinct.  They had an

22      excellent reaction to the marches that was out there

23      and I think they did a good job.

24                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.  Thank you.

25                MR. BROWN:  Madam Chair, that was your last
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1      speaker.

2                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

3                COMM. SANDERS:  Through the Chair, I just

4      wanted to get this out earlier.  The ride-along that I

5      did with Intelligence, it went along very well.  They

6      was very professional people.  And I'll tell you, they

7      was really, really great, in the way that they did

8      their job.  I mean, they pulled over maybe 17 cars and

9      I was wondering why they pulled so many cars over.

10      But, when you're dealing with young people and gangs,

11      that's the way to get information without putting them

12      on the spot.  I understood that afterwards.

13                And they did a -- they picked up some good

14      stuff, it was intel and they really went to work and

15      did an excellent job.  So I really appreciate me doing

16      these ride-alongs and understanding what officers do,

17      you know, so I just had to say that.

18                And, also, Precinct Two, as I did that

19      ride-along, I went with Precinct Two, and it was a

20      shooting.  And, in the process of the shooting, they

21      apprehended the person within that hour.  And they did

22      great work, too.  And the person that was shot, he did

23      live and one of the officers had a tourniquet because

24      the guy was shot with a .12 gauge shotgun.

25                But, because of the officer had that
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1      tourniquet, it saved his life.  And I really, really

2      think that Precinct Two should get recognition for

3      that, saving that life.  They did an excellent job, you

4      know, because even -- you know, what officer is riding

5      around with a tourniquet?  Tell me.

6                AC WILLIAMS:  All of us do now.

7                COMM. SANDERS:  You do?

8                AC WILLIAMS:  (Nods head.)

9                COMM. SANDERS:  I didn't think you did.  But

10      I'm glad I learned that information.  Thank you.

11                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Well-trained officers.

12                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  And equipment.

13                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

14                COMM. BELL:  Madam Chair, I just wanted to

15      make one more acknowledgment of new terms in Sergeant

16      Association, the DPA and command officers, they had a

17      great activities for all active officers and retired

18      officers in this past at Chene Park.  And I think

19      that's the spirit of cooperation of the unions in

20      inviting all to come down to that type of activity, a

21      combined effort.

22                So I know Chief Craig appreciates the morale

23      and everybody working together for the spirit of

24      Detroit, in terms of public safety.  And I dropped in

25      on that.  And I just thought that was rather -- I
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1      appreciate that.  Because that was not always the case.

2      So I just wanted to -- when I witness something like

3      that, I think we need to say something and commend that

4      type of -- I know the Chief had an opportunity.  We

5      didn't interact then.  But I saw you on the media that

6      he was there, too, as always.  And also --

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  Did he say what I think he

8      said?

9                COMM. BELL:  We had an outstanding graduation

10      last Friday, 25 officers, too.  Welcome to membership

11      of DPD.  And it was 25 officers but the place was

12      packed, you know.  And Chief mentioned that it was,

13      like, 500 officers under his watch has joined the

14      Police Department and I've had interaction with the

15      Michigan State Police just last night and their salary

16      is much higher.  But I always tell people, if you want

17      to be the real police, join the Detroit Police

18      Department, DPD.  Thank you.

19                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Brooks?

20                COMM. BROOKS:  Yes.  I should have asked this

21      question before.  But how many policemen or women do

22      you have on bicycles and are they only on the

23      RiverWalk?  This is where I see them and they're very

24      good; if you park where you're not supposed to park,

25      they will give you a ticket, they will tell you to turn
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1      your music down.  And I had never seen a policemen on a

2      bicycle before.

3                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, thanks for

4      recognizing that.  That was a conversation, actually,

5      Assistant Chief and I said -- you know, we were talking

6      about the issues downtown on the weekends, those who

7      have been down there.  And I thought we're missing out

8      on an opportunity during the daytime because so many

9      people use the RiverWalk.

10                So I said let's put officers on bikes.  We

11      have officers who are bike-trained.  Certainly, bikes

12      are very effective, too; you can cover more distance in

13      a short amount of time.  The Segway was a thing at one

14      time but it's not as effective as a bicycle.  The

15      officers seem to like it, I don't know, Arnold, did you

16      want to share any other views?  Because that's really

17      worked out well, we get a lot of positive feedback.

18                AC WILLIAMS:  Through the chair, we have a

19      number of officers, just to answer your question.

20      Actually, I'll start with what the Chief said, the

21      Segways, the officers do like them, it doesn't require

22      too much physical exertion in utilizing them.  But the

23      issue we have is with maintenance.  Replacement

24      batteries are in the thousands for replacements.  And,

25      when they go down, they go down for a while.  So it
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1      doesn't -- it's not conducive to active patrol.

2      Whereas the bikes, they don't require that much

3      maintenance.  And the maintenance they do require could

4      be done by the officer, if necessary.  So it's a very

5      good tool to utilize.

6                Like the Chief said, we put a couple of

7      things in place where we have increased numbers of

8      officers on the RiverWalk as well as on the Dequindre

9      Cut where we know people are walking now.  And we

10      really emphasize our -- we really try to maintain a

11      higher number when we have our four-day weekends

12      because that's when we have a lot more people utilizing

13      those spaces.

14                And then, to answer your question,

15      Commissioner Brooks, we have bike trained officers at

16      almost every precinct.  And the precinct commanders do

17      utilize them, as we see fit.  Some of them are

18      neighborhood police officers, some of them are regular

19      patrol officers.  But they utilize those as a different

20      types of enforcement tools.

21                COMM. BROOKS:  Thank you very much.  I really

22      feel safe when I'm on the Dequindre Cut.

23                AC WILLIAMS:  You're welcome.

24                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

25                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Crawford?
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1                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yes, Assistant Chief

2      Williams, if you have any other information on the

3      Slow Roll because previous years we've had issues and

4      complaints about the Slow Roll.  This year, we haven't

5      heard anything.

6                COMM. BELL:  That's good.

7                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yes, evidently, that is

8      good.

9                AC WILLIAMS:  So with the Slow Roll, part of

10      that falls, with the special events, part Downtown

11      Services and also with the Metropolitan Division, they

12      actually do escorts for the Slow Roll to try to

13      decrease their effect on the traffic going back and

14      forth.  So that's proved to be effective.  And they're

15      doing a good job.  Our guys are doing a great job.

16                COMM. CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Evidently, they

17      are because we've had individuals come before this

18      Commission about Slow Roll and this year, this season,

19      I haven't heard anything so --

20                AC WILLIAMS:  Thank you.

21                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Dewaelsche?

22                COMM. DEWAELSCHE:  Move for adjournment.

23                COMM. VANN:  Support.

24                THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been moved and

25      supported that we adjourn.  Is there -- all in favor?
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1                BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

2                THE CHAIRPERSON:  Meeting is adjourned.

3      Thank you all for coming out today.

4           (Meeting was concluded at 4:51 p.m.)

5                          *  *  *  *
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2
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5      testimony taken in the meeting at the time and place
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