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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 February 19, 2015

3 About 3:01 p.m.

4           VICE CHAIRPERSON CARTER:  Good afternoon.

5 Welcome to the Board of Police Commissioners weekly

6 meeting.  My name is Lisa Carter and I'm Vice Chair of

7 the Police Commission.

8           At this time I'm going to call the meeting to

9 order and ask that Commissioner Shelby give the

10 invocation.

11                      (Invocation.)

12           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner

13 Shelby.

14           At this time I'm going to ask Mr. Secretary

15 if you would call roll?

16           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

17 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

18           Commissioner Willie B. Bell has been excused.

19 Commissioner Willie E. Burton.  Commissioner Reginald

20 Crawford.

21           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

22           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Eva

23 Dewaelsche.

24           COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Present.

25           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Conrad
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1 Mallett.

2           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Present.

3           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

4 Moore.

5           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

6           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Richard

7 Shelby.

8           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

9           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Jessica

10 Taylor and Commissioner Edgar Vann both asked to be

11 excused.  Commissioner Donnell R. White.

12           Madam Chair, you do have a quorum.

13           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

14 At this time, I'd like to introduce the Assistant Chief

15 sitting in for the Chief of Police, mister --

16 I'm sorry, Chief Dolunt.

17           A.C. DOLUNT:  You got it.  As long as you

18 don't say doughnut.  Thank you, ma'am.

19           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  I've been practicing.

20           A.C. DOLUNT:  You're doing a good job.

21           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thanks for being us with.

22 At this time, Mr. Secretary, would you introduce the

23 rest of the staff.

24           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, ma'am.

25 Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake is our Chief Investigator, she's
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1 seated in front.  Mr. Linda Barnard is our Attorney to

2 the Board, she's also seated in the front.  Mr. Robert

3 Brown is in the back, he's recording the proceeding.

4 Ms. Elizabeth Koller from Hanson Court Reporting

5 Services is here and Ms. Caitlyn Mancini is also here,

6 both from Hanson Court Reporting Service.  Thank you.

7           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you.  At this time

8 I'd like to acknowledge the presence of our newest

9 Police Commissioner.  And if you'd like to introduce

10 yourself, please?

11           COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you so much.

12 I'm Eve Dewaelsche and I'm very pleased to be here.

13 Thank you.

14           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you.  Glad to have

15 you.  At this time you have before you, Commissioners,

16 an Agenda.  I move -- I'm sorry, I'd entertain a

17 motion.

18           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So move.

19           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Support.

20           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  It's been moved and

21 second that the Agenda be approved.  All in favor?

22           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

23           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Any opposed?  Motion

24 carries.  You have before you the minutes from

25 Thursday, February 12th.  I'll entertain a motion.
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1           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So move.

2           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Support.

3           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  It's been moved and

4 supported that the minutes be approved.  All in favor?

5           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

6           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Any opposed?  Motion

7 carries.  At this time I would ask Assistant Chief

8 Dolunt, is there any report?  Do you have any report

9 for us today?

10           A.C. DOLUNT:  Going forward all of our crime

11 is down except for one, unfortunately, and that's

12 homicide.  Homicides are up in double digits from last

13 year at this time.  Other than that, all the other

14 crimes are down.

15           Non-fatals are down approximately five

16 percent and I believe everything else -- I think

17 domestic violence is down nine percent and I believe

18 carjackings are down 20 percent and overall our crime

19 is down in double digits except for homicides.  Other

20 than that, we are moving forward.

21           Oh, the barricade issue yesterday we got

22 cooperation from Wayne County Sheriff and Michigan

23 State Police.  That started approximately 5:45 a.m.

24 yesterday and came to conclusion twelve hours later.

25 No one was injured.
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1           And the Chief wanted to thank publicly the

2 Michigan State Police and Wayne County Sheriff for

3 their cooperation and helping us out.

4           We had a peaceful resolution.  He had a

5 psychological disorder.  And they shut the heat off at

6 12:00, and five and a half hours later, 5:45, he gave

7 it up.  I mean, it was cold yesterday.

8           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Yes, it was cold.

9           A.C. DOLUNT:  You're right, that was a long

10 day.  But he wanted to publicly thank everybody.

11           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you.

12           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair, a

13 comment.  I'd just like to convey my thanks as a

14 Commissioner and should have to the rest of the

15 Commissioners to the Chief for a job well done and also

16 all the Officers out there, too.

17           A.C. DOLUNT:  And all agencies.

18           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And all the other

19 agencies.

20           D.C. DOLUNT:  Yes.

21           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And it was resolved

22 and no one injured, no officers injured, no citizens

23 injured.

24           A.C. DOLUNT:  And he did fire shots, he fired

25 two shots at us.  So despite that we have restraint and
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1 it worked out really well.  I'm very pleased.

2           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you, you and

3 the Department and everyone else involved.

4           A.C. DOLUNT:  Thank you, sir.

5           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Any other questions --

6           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, a

7 quick question, do we know the initial crime which

8 prompted the barricaded gunman?

9           A.C. DOLUNT:  It was a police run, I believe

10 it was domestic violence, the Officers showed up, two

11 shots were fired in the house.  The family members came

12 out -- with a gun threatening to do whatever.

13           Again, initially shots we're fired inside the

14 house.  Actually the Chief went out there, made contact

15 with the individual.  First we though he was coming

16 out.  That didn't work.  His niece I believe tried,

17 that didn't work.  And he started throwing up

18 barricades in the house and he wasn't coming out.

19           And, again, the individual had some

20 psychological problems, but finally decided to give it

21 us.  So it was good.  That's what it was, police run on

22 domestic.

23           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Any other questions?  No.

24 All right.  Moving right along.  Any Standing Committee

25 Reports, outstanding -- I'm sorry, Standing Committee
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1 reports?  Under New Business we have a Resolution or do

2 we not?

3           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Yes, ma'am, we do.

4           This is for retired Police Officer Gwendolyn.

5 Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Detroit Board

6 of Police Commissioners speaking for the citizens of

7 Detroit and the Detroit Police Department award this

8 Resolution to Police Officer Gwendolyn Young in

9 recognition of her 14 years of dedicated and diligent

10 public service, her professionalism, and integrity and

11 standard of commitment to the City of Detroit and it's

12 citizens merit our highest regard and best wishes for

13 continued success.  We salute and congratulate you,

14 Retired Police Officer Gwendolyn Young.

15           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you, Commissioner

16 Moore.

17           At this time I'll entertain a motion?

18           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Support.

19           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

20           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  It's been moved and

21 second.  All in favor?

22           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

23           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Any opposed?  The

24 Resolution will be placed into permanent archives of

25 Board of Police Commissioners.
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1           Do you have a comment?

2           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Through

3 the Chair, on the New Business and I use the word,

4 archives, today I was -- I believe it was 1:00 today,

5 the Honorable Mayor Duggan had a press conference

6 pertaining to the new website launching, launching of

7 the new website for the City of Detroit and it speaks

8 to the new transparency initiative with this website.

9           I looked at the website, was able to navigate

10 the website.  Of course with anything new particularly

11 with websites, Detroiters or any citizens or anyone who

12 has visited websites before is once you put up a new

13 one of course you have to get used to navigating the

14 new site.

15           And of course being a new site there may be a

16 little bit oversight in some of the things that were

17 probably left off unintentionally I do believe and as

18 how it is constructed.

19           Under the -- on this new website under

20 Government it has the Mayor's Office, City Counsel,

21 City Clerk and then the Commission is listed under

22 Departments and Agencies.  The Commission is not a

23 department or agency under the City.  It's a standalone

24 itself with seven elected and four appointed, that's

25 one issue.
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1           But more critical than that and you used the

2 word, archived, Madam Vice Chair, the archives of our

3 meetings are archived on -- or it was under the old

4 website.  When you go to the Commission link you could

5 read the archives of our meetings which is from the

6 work of the stenographer of each meeting and as of last

7 year December it was up to date.  And of course there's

8 no link for it now.

9           I just questioned that in terms of the Open

10 Meetings Act in terms of posting archives of our

11 meetings on that site as it was and it has been that

12 way for years.  So it's just something that perhaps our

13 Board Secretary may want to send out some kind of

14 communica be it a letter to the City IT person.

15           And I know it's a work in progress this

16 updating websites and new initiatives and new links

17 being put on that website.  That's all.

18           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you.  I thought it

19 was me.  I've been to the site several times kept

20 wondering was it my computer.

21           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No, ma'am.

22           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  I didn't realize they had

23 updated the website.

24           OFFICE MANAGER BROWN:  Through the Chair,

25 Robert Brown for the Board of Police Commissioners
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1 Office.  They are currently working on the Board

2 portion of the website.  If you go on, there's only a

3 limited amount of information.  So until she completes

4 our site, it's going to have limited information on

5 there.

6           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Okay.  So the archives

7 will probably be on the website?

8           OFFICE MANAGER BROWN:  Yes.

9           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Okay.  Thank you.

10           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you for that

11 information.

12           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  I'd like to acknowledge

13 at this time the presence of Commissioner Donnell

14 White.

15           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

16           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  At this time is there any

17 Old Business?  Any Old Business?

18           Under Announcements, the next Board of Police

19 Commission Community Meeting will be held at the First

20 Precinct at Cobo Hall, March 12, 2015, at One

21 Washington Boulevard, at 6:30 p.m.

22           Our next weekly meeting will be Thursday,

23 February 26th at 3:00 p.m., here at the Detroit Public

24 Safety Headquarters.

25           At this time we will have oral communications
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1 from the audience.  Please give your name and your

2 comments are limited to two minutes.  Oral

3 Communication.

4           MR. RHODES:  Good afternoon.  My name is Pete

5 Rhodes.  I'm a resident of Detroit.  I've been before

6 the Board before and today I'm here to thank the Board

7 and thank Second Deputy Chief Celia Washington and

8 Commander Bettison for their help.

9           I was before this Board several times and it

10 was a problem with Detroit Police Department giving

11 criminal misdemeanor tickets to minimum wage clerks.

12 Just happen to encounter when a Police Officer came in

13 and give a ticket for operating a business without a

14 proper valid business license.

15           Of course, those clerks make minimum wage.

16 They weren't in charge of the business license.  That

17 was the owner or the manager of the business who was

18 involved.  Well, after only fifteen months, I think we

19 got it taken care of again.  Now, I thought we had it

20 taken care of September last year, but I think we've

21 got it done this time.

22           And I do have a draft of a teletype and I'm

23 pretty sure it's in good hands -- teletype go out.  But

24 I come to you with a problem I finally get a solution,

25 I get to say thank you to the Board, to Second Deputy
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1 Chief Celia Washington and to Commander Bettison for

2 your good work on the project.  Thank you.

3           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Rhodes.

4 Second Deputy Chief Washington was here a couple weeks

5 ago to speak on the matter so you missed her response,

6 but we knew that it had been taken care of.  Thank you.

7           Any other Oral Communications?

8           MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.

9           COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

10           MS. SMITH:  Bernice Smith.  Good afternoon to

11 the Board, to you, Chief.  I would like to have

12 allotted a little more than two minutes.  I just come

13 in and I showed Brown because I been saying for the

14 longest that I was number one police commissioner under

15 Coleman Young.

16           Going through my packages and so forth of

17 Coleman going all the way back to the day he died I

18 found a tape.  Most of you don't know that I had a

19 radio program under the queen -- Martha Jean, the

20 Queen.  It was in '96 of April and that particular tape

21 I found.

22           I'm not going to play it but as long as I

23 played it to Brown, he knows.  I was interviewing not

24 only one of the Police Commissions.  They weren't

25 Police Commissions then, but it was Policeman and we
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1 were speaking about the Police Department and what they

2 were doing at that particular time and the big four.

3           We have a new member here, huh?  Well,

4 welcome.

5           COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you very

6 much.

7           MS. SMITH:  So I'm satisfied and I satisfied

8 Brown.  If you want to hear me explaining my position

9 as a Police Commissioner feel free because I brought my

10 tape.

11           What I really am serious about, last week we

12 had a article in the paper which stated the drug

13 problem.  Now, we all know Chief has been doing an

14 excellent job as far as cleaning up the Police

15 Department and getting the unwelcome people out.  So I

16 am very disturbed about this narcotics situation.  And

17 I do hope that he's doing his best to get rid of it.

18           Chief, I know you are aware of what's going

19 on so we won't put you under the hammer.  But in the

20 meantime I want it to be known that we do not like it.

21 The Police has -- they looked up to by the people of

22 this city and I don't feel as though that we should go

23 back to the old segment that we used to have in the

24 60s, 70s and 80s, I really don't.

25           So I will hope this will be taken care of and
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1 not swept underneath the rug.  All right?  Also, this

2 morning Steve's -- but Cliff's show, the gentleman's

3 name is Henry, he's going to have a program at Triumph

4 Church for the youth in regards to how to address the

5 Police when they approach them in any situation and not

6 being of the conduct that they're harassing them.

7           So I wish that you guys would be able to

8 come.  They didn't mention the Police Commissions.  I

9 had to call them up and tell them will you invite the

10 Commission?  They said, oh, well, yes, they're entitled

11 to come.  But the Chief is going to speak.  So I feel

12 as though you guys should have a part of it also.

13           Because lately we been or the City's been

14 neglecting the Police Commission and I feel as though

15 you still a part of the Police Department because you

16 wouldn't be occupying those seats there.

17           So it's going to be at Triumph Church from

18 12:00 until 3:00.  What they're going to do is have

19 youngsters coming there from 13 to 17 and talk to them

20 in regards to their conduct when the Police approach

21 them.

22           And I promise that we would have some white

23 Police there because someone called in and said, well,

24 the white Police never attend any kind of programs of

25 that nature when the Police is involved.  So I do hope
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1 and I'm begging if Steve would come.

2           A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay --

3           MS. SMITH:  If he would come because I feel

4 as though it should be a part of all the Police

5 Department, not just in their eyesight the black

6 Policeman will be involved.  I feel as though all the

7 Police should be involved, and if we could have one or

8 two to come and make an appearance and let them know

9 that they are interested.  And that's Saturday from

10 noon until three at the Triumph Church, which is

11 located there on 75 and the Boulevard.

12           And I do hope some of the Commissioners will

13 take time out, if you don't do nothing but just make

14 your appearance and let them know the Police

15 Commissioners are interested in any program that

16 involves the Police Department.

17           And you, Conrad, I hope you feel better.  I

18 understand you had a death in your family.  You have my

19 sympathy.

20           COMMISSIONER CONRAD:  Thank you.

21           MS. SMITH:  You take care of yourself also.

22           COMMISSIONER CONRAD:  Thank you.

23           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you.

24           MS. SMITH:  Thank you so much for letting me

25 have that time.
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1           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair,

2 Ms. Smith, thank you for that Black History moment.

3 It's Black History Month and I'm glad you found that in

4 your own personal archives in terms of your history.

5           MS. SMITH:  Oh, yeah.

6           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'll be glad to

7 listen to the tape.

8           MS. SMITH:  Conrad, too?

9           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'll be glad to

10 listen to that tape at some future date.

11           MS. SMITH:  After the meeting, I'll let you

12 listen to it.  I was very good on the radio then.

13 1996.

14           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.

15           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  I'd like to acknowledge

16 the presence of Commissioner Willie Burton at this

17 time.

18           Any other oral communications?  Yes, ma'am,

19 go ahead.

20           MS. BROWN:  Good afternoon, my name is

21 Michelle Brown.  Good afternoon to the Board of

22 Commissions --

23           COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

24           MS. BROWN:  -- and Deputy.  I'm a victim of

25 the financial exploitation fraud and theft that



2/19/20152/19/2015

Page 19

1 happened at a bank.  I made a police report

2 February the 19th of last year.  I brought it with me

3 and made another one, that one in person at the

4 eastside location and then I made another in July over

5 the telephone.

6           Now, I'm 63 years old and I'm crime free,

7 drug free and germ free, never owned a gun, never

8 murdered anyone, raped anyone or stole from anyone,

9 okay.  And I feel that's a huge accomplishment...be a

10 decent person.

11           But they said the only way I could make

12 communication with the Chief, Chief Craig, directly, I

13 like him, I think he's nice, that I would have to

14 attend a community meeting.

15           I brought my information with me.  I'm

16 getting very discouraged.  I don't know if you saw the

17 movie "Death Wish" staring Charles Bronson.  He

18 followed protocol and he was patient and waiting and

19 waiting for results and nothing happened so he took the

20 law in his own hands.

21           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am.

22 Assistant Chief Dolunt.

23           A.C. DOLUNT:  Well, don't take the law in

24 your own hands.

25           MS. BROWN:  I'm not going to do that.
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1           A.C. DOLUNT:  I'll talk to you to myself.

2           COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Good advice.

3           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Thank you.  Yes.  Any

4 other oral communication?  Any other oral

5 communication?  At this time, Commissioners, I'll

6 entertain a motion?

7           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So move.

8           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Support.

9           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  It's been moved and

10 supported.  All in favor?

11           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

12           VICE CHAIR CARTER:  Any opposed?  Meeting

13 adjourned.  Thank you, thank you all for coming out.

14          (The Hearing concluded at 3:22 p.m.)

15
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1                 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3

4 STATE OF MICHIGAN        )

5                          ) SS

6 COUNTY OF WAYNE          )

7

8                     I, Elizabeth Koller, hereby certify

9 that I reported stenographically the foregoing

10 proceedings at the time and place hereinbefore set

11 forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to computer

12 transcription under my supervision; and that this is a

13 full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

14 proceedings.

15

16

17                     ______________________________

18                     Elizabeth Koller, CSR 7042,

19                     Notary Public,

20                     Wayne County, Michigan

21 My Commission expires:  June 1, 2018

22
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