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3:16 p.m.
VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Good afternoon to
everyone. It's nice and cozy at Detroit Police
Headquarters. Let me welcome you to the Detroit Board

of Police Commissioners meeting, dated Thursday,
February 6.

My name is Commissioner Donnell White, I
have the pleasure of serving as your vice chairperson.

At this time I would ask if our madam
attorney would do the pleasure of a roll call and
introduction of our staff.

MS. SABREE: Good afternoon everyone. For
the record, Aliyah Sabree, attorney to the Board.

At this time I'll do roll call.

Chairperson Jessica Taylor?

Vice Chair Donnell White?

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Present.

MS. SABREE: Commissioner Richard Shelby?

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Present.

MS. SABREE: Commissioner Wendell L. Byrd?

COMMISSIONER BYRD: Present.

MS. SABREE: Commissioner Reginald
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Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Present.

MS. SABREE: Commissioner Willie E. Bell?

Commission Willie E. Burton?

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Present.

MS. SABREE: Commissioner Lisa Carter?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Present.

MS. SABREE: Commissioner Ricardo Moore?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Present.

MS. SABREE: Mr. Vice Chair, we have a
quorum.

At this time I would like to introduce the
staff. As I stated, I'm standing in for Mr. George
Anthony, the secretary to the board. We also have
present today Pamela Davis-Drake, the Chief
Investigator; Gail Oxendine, Director Of Police
Personnel; Robert Brown, the Office Manager; and our
Recorder, we have Sergeant Alex Quinn, we also have
Karen Klerekoper as our Court Reporter, from Hanson
Court Reporting Services.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,
Counselor.

Certainly, we would like to note the
presence, on behalf of Chief James Craig, Assistant

Chief Jones, thank you for being with us, sir.
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ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: Thank you, sir.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: We will hear
briefly in the agenda our report from the Chief's
office.

At this time I would like to invite forward
Chaplain Spence for the purpose of the invocation,
please.

(Invocation was presented at this time)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,
Chaplain Spence, and the entire chaplain corp for
continued support of our weekly meetings and bringing
forth invocation, and more importantly, coverage for
our men and women who serve this great city daily.

Colleagues, before us is a motion to
approve the agenda as presented. If there are no
additions to the agenda, a motion will be in order.

COMMISSIONER BYRD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Second.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Properly moved and
supported. Any discussion?

(No response)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Seeing none, all
those in favor aye?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

VICE CHATIRPERSON WHITE: Opposed?
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(No response)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you very
much.

Also before us is approval of the minutes
dated January 30, 2014. A motion is in order.

COMMISSIONER BYRD: So moved.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Second.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Properly moved and
supported.

Any discussion?

Seeing none, all those in favor aye.

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Opposed?

(No response)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you very
much.

Just for the record, our chairperson should
be joining us shortly. At that time we will have a
more formal chairperson's support.

At this time we will move forward with the
report from the Office of the Chief.

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: At this time we do
not have a report from the Chief's Office.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,

Assistant Chief.
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ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: You're welcome.

VICE CHATRPERSON WHITE: Is there a
presentation from the Detroit Public Safety
Foundation?

Good afternoon.

DIRECTOR GOVAN: Good afternoon, I'm
Catherine Govan, I'm the Executive Director of the
Detroit Public Safety Foundation.

On behalf of our board of directors, we
really appreciate you taking the time to learn more
about what we do for our great police department.

The Detroit Public Safety Foundation
mission is to provide equipment, assets and services
to the police department that, that are not in the
budget of the City of Detroit at this time. We have
provided critical resources and vital support to the
police department, since the foundation started in
2011, we've done more than 75 million in federal
grants, that's for police and fire department, and
additional 1.5 million in new programs, training and
equipment needs.

So we feel that we've grown quite a bit in
just a couple years and have become pretty robust.
We're a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) with internal revenue

designation and the donations that come in the
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foundation do benefit both the police and fire
department. We have eight board members at this time,
including presence by the Chief of Police and the Fire
Commissioner, and we are going to be adding more by
the end of this quarter.

In 2013 we were pretty busy, we, the cars
and ambulances that were presented to the city, we
were part of that, where we identified the needs of
the police department and the fire department, and put
together a presentation that was then brought to the
corporate entity and they chose to come to the table
by purchasing the 100 police vehicles and 23
ambulances.

We've also secured grant for executive
training in the police department, the two new dogs,
Molly and Mace, for the Canine Unit, you know, I'm
trying to go just through the police here, and new
equipment for the bomb squad, secured grant to
purchase driving simulators for the team traffic
safety classes, secured Dr. George Kelling to train,
from the police department and neighborhoods, the
broken windows, techniques, this was used in several
test neighborhoods bringing home invasions down by 28
percent in those areas, also provided comp stat

training, and other crime strategies have help the DPD
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hone in on problem areas resulting in several
successful police raids. We continue to supply the
Mounted Police Division.

We provide resources to the police
department to conduct dozens of community outreach
programs and meetings and we started the signature
event in 2013 Above and Beyond Award ceremony, which
recognized 43 police officers and it was a big boost
for them and their families.

We had three signature events this year,
the first one is Women in Blue, and the money raised
for this will go to programs in the police department
that work with women and children, such as domestic
abuse, child abuse, rape prevention, stop the
bullying, anything that has to do with women and
children, the funding will go towards this.

In mid-July at Cobo we're going to be doing
a one-day public safety forum, and this is to try to
get all the different entities on the same page in
terms of what's going on in our streets so that we're
basically saying we've had enough, this is what we
want to do, and taking best practices from around the
country. We'll have national and local speakers
coming in and these are the areas that we're going to

be targeting in terms of the audience.
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On December 3rd at Cobo we'll be doing the
2014 Above and Beyond Awards Ceremony. Last year we
had 600 people, that's really, really good for a
first-time event, I don't know, how many of you go to
events a lot, but that's extraordinary, so we expect
probably 7 to 800 this year, so we're pretty excited,
and as you can see, these are the donors that came to
the table last year, so this is extraordinary, too.
We're getting a lot of folks coming on board, we're
tightening up our branding so that people understand
that this is an organization that is out there to help
the police department, and I believe that as we become
more robust, that it's just going to get better and
better.

Questions?

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,
Director Govan.

Are there questions?

DIRECTOR GOVAN: Letting me off easy?

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: I would offer a
question, Madam Director, I see you are listed as
501 (c) (3) and soliciting funds on behalf of the police
department, as well as the fire department. The
connection, does it get approved through city counsel

or the actual grants that are submitted, is that just
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through your office directly to different foundations
and funders or is it in concert with another entity?

DIRECTOR GOVAN: Great question. Federal
grants and state grants that are grant writers that
write go directly to the city, okay. Grants that come
in that are private come directly to our foundation
and then we present a letter to City Council to accept
the gift.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: So federal grants
go directly, you say to the city, so is that City
Council?

DIRECTOR GOVAN: I believe it would go to
the department that would be charged with distributing
the grant money.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Okay.

DIRECTOR GOVAN: Whether it be the police
department or another entity.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Any other
questions, Colleagues?

I see none, thank you very much.

DIRECTOR GOVAN: Thank you, I look forward
to working with you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Assistant Chief,
just as a follow-up, do we still have an internal

group that manages grants?
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ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: Yes, grants and
contracts.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you. Who is
commanding that effort?

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: That would be
Director Bridget Odroski.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thanks.

Anything further, Assistant Chief, before
we move on?

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: No, sir.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Colleagues, there
is no standing committee reports before us at this
time.

Is there any new business?

Seeing none, any old business?

Commissioner Burton?

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Yes, I would like to
motion for the board to do a resolution for Reverend
Joe Jordan, as well as possibly if we can all do a
moment of silence in his honor.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Let us start with
acknowledging Pastor Reverend Joe Jordan with a moment
of silence.

(Moment of Silence)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, and
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Colleagues, before us is a motion for a resolution
from this body honoring the life and work of Reverend
Joseph Jordan, is there support?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Support.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Properly moved and

supported.

Any discussion?

Seeing none, all those in favor aye?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Opposed?

(No response)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you very
much.

Counselor, if you could, in concert with
Executive Secretary Anthony upon his return, complete
that resolution that we may properly vote that into
the record at a later date.

MS. SABREE: Absolutely.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you.

Also, Colleagues, under old business in our
previous meeting we were approached by the family of a
missing person, although we won't be discussing the
details on the record as this investigation is still
underway, I did want the record to reflect and express

appreciation to the chief's office for the follow-up
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in getting this information back to this body, and if
you could keep us apprised as the information
continues to unfold, we will be greatly appreciative.

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: Thank you very
much.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Any other old
business?

Seeing none, under Announcements, please be
reminded our next meeting will be held Thursday,
February 13, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. We will be in the 9th
Precinct, at Samaritan Center, located at 5555 Conner,
in Detroit, Michigan, 48213.

Also, as an announcement calling all
seniors, the SALT Conference, Seniors And Law
Enforcement, together hosted by Detroit Chief of
Police James E. Craig will be held at the St.
Patrick's Senior Center, at 58 Parsons, Detroit,
Michigan, 48201. It would be held on February the
18th from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The conference is designed to identify
concerns of senior citizens to increase and improve
senior crime prevention and education, allow
interactive training, and also attendees will be
eligible to receive free prizes and give-aways.

I believe we may have some fliers if anyone
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wishes to have additional information following the
meeting.

At this time we open up the floor for oral
communications from the audience. If you wish to
address this body, we ask that you come forward for
the purpose of record, please state and spell your
name, and also please be mindful of the allotted
two-minute time period that everyone may have time to
address the board.

MR. WELLBOURNE: Good afternoon, Board, my
name is Bill Wellborne, W-e-l-l-b-o-r-n-e, I'm the
President of Detroit City Wide Police Public
Relations.

Last week I was here talking about the
awards ceremony that we had and that we didn't have
any women on the list that I got. But I was going to
let the board know that we did have the ceremony last
night, and they did have three, four women that they
had added to the board, but I'm still mad about it,
though, because it shouldn't happen in the first
place, but I do want to let the board know that, the
Chief heard me talk about this, and he took action,
and I'm glad of that, and made sure some were women on
the board, like I said, from now if I get a list of no

women on the board, I'll return it, I will not accept
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it at all. Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,

Mr. Wellborne, and I think we all heard you loud and
clear at the last meeting, I'm sure they're happy to
receive your energy.

Yes, sir, Mr. Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Mr. Wellborne, we
want to thank you for your activism last week before
the board and as a result of the impact of the
activism, I'm sure that's why there was some changes
that occurred. Thank you, sir.

MR. WELLBOURNE: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you.

Good afternoon, sir.

MR. HUGHES: Good afternoon, my name is
Demarcus Hughes. I came last week to voice my
complaints in regards to the service that I received
from the Detroit Police Department in regards to never
showing up to my home.

And then it was an investigation that went
on, I think Chief of Police, I mean, chief operation,
I can't remember, and I came here for some answers
because I was, the truth was misrepresented, so I came
here for some answers, I was informed that someone

would contact me on Friday. I also was informed that
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someone would contact me on Monday. I called and no
one returned my phone call. If we're going to move

forward in the right direction for the police
department and citizens to be on the same page, I
believe that we have to work together and be honest
with each other, and I feel once again the honesty
have not been set or actually been displayed on the
police department's behalf.

I want to believe in the Detroit Police
Department because I lived here all my life, why to be
dealt with or talked to or treated with respect as a
human being in the City of Detroit.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Certainly,

Mr. Hughes, before you step away, certainly, that is a
respectable request that you are communicating
effectively. I do applaud your steadfastness for
returning to ensure that the process is underway.

I do know there are two different tracks,
if you will, I believe one was going to follow up with
me from the Chief's Office, and I also believe you
spoke to our Officer Chief Investigator, so if you
would allow Chief Investigator Drake to come forward
for the update, you might be able to glean some
additional information.

MR. HUGHES: Thank you very much.
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CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE: I apologize, I
had a death in the family so I've been off for a
couple of days, I wasn't able to get back with him
Monday, but I will follow up and get back with you
tomorrow, promise.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you,

Mr. Hughes, we'll be certain to follow up with you.

MR. HUGHES: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Are there any
other comments?

CAPTAIN ROCHET: Hi, good afternoon, I'm
Captain Rochet, Chief Neighborhood Liaison Office.

On Friday we had a community crime walk
over in the 7th precinct, which was attended by
Commission Willie Burton and Commissioner Lisa Carter.

I just wanted to go on the record and thank
them for their input and looking forward to having a
long sustainable relationship with the board.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Certainly, thank
you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Would any
Commissioners like to weigh in on the experience?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: It was cold.

MS. ROMANO: Anna Romano, the 7th and 11lth

Precincts, Seasoned Seniors Valentine's Day Luncheon
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and Dance, February 14th from 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
everyone is welcome, it is at 18651 Mound Avenue,
Detroit, between Seven Mile and Nevada. I hope
everyone could make it.

If you could get the information out to the
citizens here, if they get information out to the
seniors and the district and the precincts, we'd
appreciate it.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Ms. Romano, could
you read that date and time again.

MS. ROMANO: February 14 from 11:00 a.m. to

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Address, please?

MS. ROMANO: 18651 Mound Round, between
Seven Mile and East Nevada.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you.

MS. ROMANO: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Are there other
communications?

MS. NORRIS: Hello, my name is Kelly
Norris. I came and spoke with you three times before.
I filed complaints with some officers in my brother's
homicide in 2011. I submitted complaints against the
officers Internal Affairs here with Commissioners and

with you guys saying that my evidence was
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untrustworthy, basically calling me a liar. I
received the FOIA of the information. I have the
proof that the officers did not tell the truth, they
accused my brother of having a weapon when the shooter
says he didn't have a weapon, I didn't see it, I Jjust
heard some shots.

Where were you when you heard the shot?

I was in my car.

My brother did not shoot at him.

My brother's prints are not on the
so-called gun that was filed. The man lied to the
police, he tampered with the crime scene.

I have the proof in the FOIA, I tried to
come back and file a complaint after I got the FOIA
with the Internal Affairs again, I was deferred away.

I spoke with Captain Rochet in November.

He said he sent the information to homicide, with
which they deemed it appropriate to reinvestigate.
After that, I've been waiting for three months to hear
anything.

My father and I's concern was that the same
officers would not be involved in the same
investigation. Come to find out, they gave the
investigation back to the same officer that refuses to

reinvestigate it.
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It's going on three years, this man is
walking the streets, he shot at my brother 14 times,
he hit him in the back 4 times and said it was
self-defense. I don't know what's going on, I know we
got a new Chief, I wrote letters to the Chief, I have
e-mailed him to try to get somebody to sit down, look
at this information and go after these police
officers.

You can't say if a person tells you I
didn't see him with a gun, he did not shoot at me, you
cannot -- you should not write in your arrest warrant
that the victim was in possession of a stolen weapon.
I don't know police procedure but that just seems to
me not to be right, and also to say in his report,
that Paul Jones and Tyrone Birch exchanged gunfire
when Paul Jones clearly wrote in his witness
statement, I didn't see him with a gun.

Now, I don't understand why police officers
write that, I didn't think you can make assumptions.

Oh, well, Ms. Norris, there was two people
in the alley, your brother and two guns, it had to be
your brother's gun.

His prints weren't on the gun.

We're going to assume it was his because it

was by his body.
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His body was moved before investigators got
there, they measured the gun from a couple of blood
stains that was on the gun.

Now, all our family ever really wanted was
for somebody to sit down, the officer in charge, to
sit down and explain to us how he came to these
conclusions.

Detective Olson will not return my calls or
my family's calls, Internal Affairs, like I said, I
have the letters here, and from the Commission,
because I told, I complained that Detective Olson
allowed Paul Jones to lie and to tamper with the crime
scene without informing it to the prosecutor's office.

He told the police when he first got, when
the police arrived on the scene, he said, oh, that guy
was in the alley with the gun and Ever Fresh bottle
and he shot at me twice, and I returned fire, and then
when he gets in the office he said, you know what, I
just heard some shots, I was sitting in my car, I got
out.

He was running toward me, I feared for my
life.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Ms. Norris, not to
cut you off, but I heard you say you spoke with

Captain Rochet.
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MS. NORRIS: Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Did you file a
complaint with the officer, chief of --

MS. NORRIS: Yes, two, three times.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: And you did
receive a finding back?

MS. NORRIS: Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: If you have
questions specifically as it relates to the findings
you received back from the officer, I would be happy
to speak with you more directly but at this time,
Assistant Chief Jones, I don't know if, through the
chief's office, if Captain Rochet, or where this
investigation is, if you care to comment, or any other
insight or assistance that you can offer Ms. Norris,
I'm certain it would be greatly appreciated.

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: Sure, I would like
to get the information, and Deputy Chief LaValley here
is in charge of our criminal investigations, and have
him review the case and sit down and have a meeting
with you to discuss our findings, and generally in
these cases refer our investigation over to the
prosecutor's office, and they make the ultimate
decision, so please allow some time to review the case

and get back to you so we can sit down and explain the
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steps we took during our investigation.

MS. NORRIS: Okay. I understand and I
appreciate that. 1It's been three years that I've been
waiting for somebody to come back. I've talked to
over 30 people with Internal Affairs, the
Commissioners and also Homicide, everybody keeps
passing the buck, it's time for that to stop.

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: I understand those
three years I was not aware of it, I never had a
conversation with you. I'm sure Deputy Chief LaValley
never had a conversation with you.

Again, I humbly ask you to give us an
opportunity to review the case and to have a
conversation with you so we can discuss the details as
much as we can with you.

MS. NORRIS: What would you like from me?

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: I would like for
you to step aside and talk to Deputy Chief LaValley,
give him the information and allow him the opportunity
to review the case.

MS. NORRIS: Thank you.

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: You're welcome.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you.

If we ask that you provide an update at the

next meeting, we might have the particulars as it
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relates to Ms. Norris' situation.

ASSISTANT CHIEF JONES: Yes, sir, I'll make
that happen.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Are there other
comments?

Are there other comments?

Are there other comments?

Seeing none, again, please be reminded --

MS. SMITH: Good afternoon, Bernice Smith,
political activist.

This morning the Chief was a guest at
O'Shea's, was a guest on our program this morning, did
a marvelous job.

I want to report to the Commission there
was so many people that were calling him and praising
the police department and what they were doing and
they were glad that the Chief was involved with all
the crimes that we have been perpetrating in this
city, and even some of the criminals telling them
they're glad to see him, but in the meantime, I do
wish that when Detroiters come before this Commission
that we would try to do a little more in effort to
help them so they won't have to wait this long period,
three years is too long to wait, we should help them

and do more for the citizens here in the city. I have
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no problem with the police as long as they do the
right thing, but when you're lax in some cases I think
it's necessary for you to really get behind the cases
and help the people so they won't have the worry and
frustration by coming here today and reporting to you
in regards to what their situation is.

Also, Commissioner Burton, you made the
announcement about the Reverend but you didn't make
the announcement of his service. Was there one
available for the people to know?

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Yes, I have to get
that information before the Board.

MS. SMITH: Well, I'll get it today anyway
but I didn't know whether you were aware of the
service, because I do know it was announced Monday,
and also, I'm very upset about the Council, of course
you don't have anything to do with it, but I want you
guys to know that the City Council needs a little more
effort behind them, and we need someone like the
Police Chief to be in there behind, in other words,
because they are really messing up, giving the city
away, but I'm not going to go into that, but I Jjust
want you to realize what's going on with your city,
and what's going to happen to your city if you do not

read and investigate, just like you do crime. You got
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to investigate what's going on here, and I love living
in Midtown, but as far as them giving it away, a lot
of people who had their property boarded up in that
particular area that they wanted, I don't know whether
you're aware of it, they were giving $4 million, and I
got proof, $4 million, but yet still the organization
will not and refuses not to pay their taxes, such as,
for instance, Joe Lewis Arena. Now, are we supposed
to continue to let this perpetrate into our city and
not do anything about it? Nobody is talking about it,
nobody is raising the issue and it's sad, it's really
sad.

You men here, you have strength, you know
you have knowledge, so I feel as though some of you
should get out there and say something about it, I
really do, and go to their meetings, I'm through, just
frustrated this week, I really am, and I'm proud of
the police department, I am, because people do
appreciate what you're doing, and every time you look
up you're in the paper because your doing this, doing
that and the thieves are really scared what's going
on. I heard people say, I wish they'd come in our
neighborhood, so continue to do a good job, and some
of you got to sit up here and ask some questions

sometimes.
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VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you, Ms.

Smith.

MS. SMITH: No kind of questions to ask the
public.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Thank you for your
time.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Anyone in --

MS. SMITH: Excuse me?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: -- I'm just being
facetious.

MS. SMITH: I know you are, that's why I
love you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Any other
comments?

Any other comments?

Again, please be reminded our next meeting
next Thursday, it will be an evening meeting in the
9th District. Again, it's at the Samaritan Center,
5555 Conner, Detroit, Michigan, 48213.

There's no further business before us, at
this time a motion for adjournment is in order.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: So moved.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: There's support,
properly moved and supported.

Any discussion?
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Seeing none, all those in favor, aye.

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Opposed.

(No response)

VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE: Drive safely, see
you next week.

(At 3:45 p.m. the proceedings concluded.)
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