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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, December 11, 2014

3 About 6:37 p.m.

4                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good evening.  

5      Welcome to the Board of Police Commissioners 

6      meeting.  Thank you all for coming out.  I'm Lisa 

7      Carter, Vice-Chair for the Commission and I'm 

8      going to ask Mr. Secretary to call the role, 

9      please. 

10                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam 

11      Chair.  For the record, George Anthony, Secretary 

12      to the Board.  Vice-Chair Lisa Carter has already 

13      indicated her presence. 

14                Commissioner Willie E. Burton? 

15                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

16                SECRETARY ANTHONY:   Commissioner 

17      Reginald Crawford? 

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present. 

19                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Conrad 

20      Mallett I don't believe is here.  Commissioner 

21      Ricardo R. Moore? 

22                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present. 

23                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner 

24      Richard Shelby?

25                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.
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1                SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Jessica 

2      Taylor? 

3                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  Present.

4                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Bishop 

5      Edgar Vann? 

6                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Present.

7                SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Donnell 

8      R. White? 

9                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Present.

10                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  And I believe 

11      Commissioner Willie E. Bell is en route.  You do 

12      have a quorum, Madam Chair. 

13                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you, 

14      Mr. Secretary.  At this time is there anyone here 

15      from the Adam Butzel Center?  Is there anyone 

16      here representing the center? 

17                If not, I'm going to ask Mr. Secretary, 

18      if you could introduce the staff.  

19                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam 

20      Chair.  Sitting in for our Chief Investigator is 

21      Supervising Investigator Abdullah Nelson seated 

22      in front.  Also we have our new attorney to the 

23      Board Ms. Linda Bernard seated in front. 

24                Sgt. Alan Quinn is taking a recording 

25      and Mr. Dale Rose from Hanson Court Reporting 
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1      Service is recording the transcript.  That 

2      completes the introductions. 

3                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you, 

4      Mr. Secretary.  At this time I'd like to 

5      introduce Deputy Chief Renee Hall.

6                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Hi, good evening 

7      everyone.  I just wanted to say good evening to 

8      everyone.  I will be sitting in for Chief Craig 

9      today. 

10                We are having -- the Detroit Police 

11      Department through the leadership of Chief Craig 

12      has organized a fund-raiser.  I'm sure that most 

13      of you remember some weeks ago when 

14      seven-year-old India Williams was gunned down on 

15      the east side.  She has since been in the 

16      hospital recovering and tonight is a fund-raiser 

17      at Bonanza Bowling Lanes at 24600 Hoover Avenue 

18      and that is where the Chief and the rest of the 

19      executives are holding a fund-raiser. 

20                We have been very very successful in 

21      this effort.  We were able to raise a tremendous 

22      amount of funds, toys, not only for India but her 

23      brother as well, and we were able to provide her 

24      family, her mother with a substantial amount of 

25      money, so we are very blessed today to be able to 
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1      do that for her family. 

2                Just a couple of announcements from the 

3      police department if I can? 

4                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Yes.

5                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  On December 18, 

6      2014 we will be participating in the Sgt. Santa 

7      Program.  The Chief will be Chief Kringle.  What 

8      we've done as a police department as each 

9      precinct has identified a family to adopt we will 

10      be delivering Christmas toys and presents to the 

11      children in those homes, so that's 12 different 

12      families and the Chief Kringle's sleigh will 

13      leave 1301 Third Avenue at about 11:30 AM and we 

14      will be distributing toys throughout the city. 

15                We recognize that our responsibilities 

16      are to enforce the laws, but we are -- we have a 

17      human factor and we take that very seriously.  We 

18      have a great partnership with our community and 

19      we let them know that we care so those -- that's 

20      just one of the things we're doing as we're 

21      reaching out during this holiday season. 

22                Just to acknowledge some of the police 

23      officers that -- and command staff that are in 

24      the audience today.  We have Commander Wilson 

25      who's Patrol-West.  We have Commander Mahone who 
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1      is Patrol-East.  We have Captain Roshane who will 

2      be presenting from the 2nd Precinct today. 

3                We have Captain Tosky from the 3rd 

4      Precinct, we have Captain Chambers from the 4th 

5      Precinct, Captain Bleitz from the 5th Precinct, 

6      Captain Walton from the 6th Precinct, Captain 

7      Pridgett from the 8th Precinct. 

8                I also want to acknowledge Captain 

9      Roshane's staff in the back, his NPOs.  He will 

10      introduce them when he comes up to present today, 

11      but I just wanted to thank you for presenting 

12      this Board meeting today and organizing it with 

13      food and all those things and gracing us in this 

14      wonderful place with ballroom classes at 5 

15      o'clock right before we got ready for the Board 

16      meeting, so that ends the Chief's report. 

17                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you, Deputy 

18      Chief Hall.  At this time I just want to extend a 

19      warm thank you to the Butzel Recreational Complex 

20      for their hospitality in housing us today or 

21      hosting us today and at this time, Board, you 

22      have before you the agenda.  What is your 

23      pleasure?

24                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So moved.

25                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second. 
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1                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  It's been moved 

2      and seconded that we adopt the agenda for today.  

3      Ready for the question?  All in favor? 

4                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

5                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Opposed?  The 

6      ayes have it.  Board, you have before you the 

7      approval of the minutes for Thursday, December 4, 

8      2014.  What is your pleasure? 

9                COMMISSIONER TAYLOR:  So moved. 

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second. 

11                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  It's been moved 

12      and seconded.  Ready for the question?  All in 

13      favor? 

14                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye. 

15                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All opposed?  At 

16      this time, we are going to have the Board of 

17      Police Commissioners officers report.  We're 

18      actually waiting for the Chair to come, Willie 

19      Bell.  He's en route, so I do not have anything 

20      to report. 

21                Mr. Adams, if you would come forward, 

22      can you do a prayer for us, please.

23                (INVOCATION WAS GIVEN.)

24                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you, 

25      Mr. Adams.  Is Pastor Warfield here, Jerome 
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1      Warfield?

2                Okay.  We'll move right along for the 

3      presentation by the Detroit Police Department at 

4      this time.

5                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  We'll call up 

6      Captain Roshane from the 2nd Precinct.  Also want 

7      to acknowledge Commander Dushane Sims who just 

8      walked in and also Commander Bettison.

9                CAPT. ROCHANE:  Good evening, everyone, 

10      Board and the Chief of Police, in his absence 

11      Deputy Chief Hall. 

12                The 2nd Precinct encompasses 

13      approximately five square miles, which is 

14      northern boundary is McNichols, Livernois, Warren 

15      and Greenfield. 

16                Our closest bordering city is Dearborn.  

17      I'm going to -- we have made several -- our crime 

18      is decreasing consistently in the 2nd Precinct.  

19      One of the reasons that it's decreasing is not 

20      just because of the number of arrests that we 

21      make, but the way that we educate our citizens 

22      and the way that we have collaborated with the 

23      community as well. 

24                One of the things that's written on 

25      this piece of paper is that we have increased the 
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1      number of traffic stops.  Well, just because we 

2      increase the number of traffic stops does not 

3      mean we're increasing the number of tickets. 

4                One of the things that I encourage when 

5      we make the number of traffic stops that we make 

6      is that we educate. 

7                We talk about things like seatbelts.  

8      We don't have to give a ticket every time someone 

9      does not have a seatbelt on.  Every time someone 

10      is speeding because they're in a rush somewhere 

11      we don't write the ticket every single time. 

12                I try to encourage the officers to 

13      write tickets for egregious incidents rather than 

14      just because someone is speeding or slowed 

15      through a traffic stop. 

16                I'd rather for our citizens to be 

17      educated as opposed to issuing an enormous amount 

18      of citations.  One of the things we've done in 

19      our precinct is we have increased the number of 

20      community participants in our community relations 

21      as it relates to our citizens, not just the 

22      number of police officers, but the number of 

23      citizens.

24                Another thing that I've done in our 

25      precinct is I've combined our NPOs with our 



12/11/201412/11/2014

Page 11

1      Special Operations.  They communicate on a 

2      regular basis.  So the information that we 

3      receive that some would suspect as being minor I 

4      consider to be major. 

5                One example is I got a phone call about 

6      -- it was probably about 3 o'clock in the morning 

7      about a group of people gathering on the corner 

8      in a couple of vehicles and they were 

9      communicating with one another. 

10                Well, a citizen called me.  To me -- to 

11      some that might be seen like it was minor, but to 

12      that citizen it was considered major.  So I got a 

13      car to go out there and talk to them.  What it 

14      ended up being is some guys trying to communicate 

15      with some girls.  That's what it amounted to. 

16                But because that citizen called and we 

17      got a response it wasn't a homicide, it wasn't a 

18      robbery, it was something as simple as cars 

19      gathering on the corner. 

20                I encourage those type of 

21      communications with our police department.  We 

22      are going to respond very quickly to a homicide.  

23      We're going to respond very quickly to robberies, 

24      but I think it's just as important to respond as 

25      fast as we can to things that are considered 
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1      minor, so that's one of the things we've done 

2      that's a little bit -- I call it thinking outside 

3      the box as opposed to trying to deal with the top 

4      down.  We deal with it from the major crimes, but 

5      we also deal -- we take the minor crimes or the 

6      suspected crimes just as serious as we do some of 

7      the major crimes, and it's making a significant 

8      impact that will absolutely be seen throughout  

9      our community over the next year. 

10                Something else that I've done -- I 

11      shouldn't say I've done, but something else that 

12      we've done inside the precinct is that we're 

13      going to call our precinct next year the 

14      urban-suburban precinct.  What do you mean?  

15                It's going to be clean, it's going to 

16      be community -- you know, the community can come 

17      in and assist us.  Rather than paying a police 

18      officer to sit behind a desk and answer a phone 

19      to take a complaint, we're getting the citizens 

20      involved and they come and will answer the phones 

21      for us in the daytime.  I'm talking about like 

22      the -- what do they call -- the candy stripers.  

23      Well, we've instituted that in our precinct where 

24      citizens come in, they sit behind the desk 

25      throughout the day and as we get those 



12/11/201412/11/2014

Page 13

1      complaints, the trash complaints, the dumping 

2      complaints, the parking complaints, they're there 

3      and they're able to take those phone calls and 

4      our NPOs respond to it.

5                So that's pretty much the overall view 

6      of our precinct and kind of the update of what 

7      we're doing since I've been there.

8                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any questions  

9      from the Board?  Did you introduce your NPOs?

10                CAPT. ROSHANE:  I'm sorry.  I'd like to 

11      introduce my NPOs.  Heading up my NPOs is Sgt. 

12      Vanessa Wyatt.  NPO Colette Burke, Officer 

13      Yolanda Sharp and I think I don't see -- Officer 

14      Mengus, he's running in out making sure you guys 

15      have a delicious meal. 

16                So that's my solid team.  I also have 

17      here from the officer in charge of Platoon 3 Lt. 

18      Dennis Johnson. 

19                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  If someone wants 

20      to get in contact with you or the NPOs, do you 

21      have a phone number for them?

22                (COMMISSIONER BELL ARRIVES.)

23                CAPT. ROSHANE:  The NPO's number, 

24      direct line is 313-600-5756.

25                CAPT. ROCHANE:  The inside office, what 
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1      is that number?

2                NPO OFFICER:    313-596-5272.

3                CAPT. ROSHANE:  That's the main number.  

4      When you call that number, you'll be able to get 

5      the additional numbers from our neighborhood 

6      police officers. 

7                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  Are 

8      there any other additional questions?  Great 

9      report, thank you, captain. 

10                At this time I'D like to acknowledge 

11      the presence of the Chair, Willie Bell and I'm 

12      going to turn it over to him.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good evening.  I 

14      apologize for being late, but I had to conduct 

15      business on behalf of the Board with Rev. Anthony 

16      at the NAACP.  As you well know, it's difficult 

17      to say no to the pastor, so that's why I'm late, 

18      but it was a good format, so. 

19                Excuse me just one second.  Committee 

20      reports?  

21                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, 

22      I don't have a committee report, but I would like 

23      to say welcome to the citizens of the 2nd 

24      Precinct and to District 7 as a whole and also to 

25      acknowledge Ladon Davis from City Councilman Gabe 
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1      Leland's office.  So if anyone has any questions 

2      on that end, and in the rear of the room from the 

3      Mayor's office is Marshall Bullock from the 

4      Mayor's office.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:   Thank you, sir.  

6      Do I see Commissioner Vann to my left? 

7                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yes, sir.

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good to see you, 

9      sir?

10                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yes, sir.

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  We've worked 

12      together years ago over at the Office of Chief 

13      Investigator, but I was sitting on that side.  

14      Welcome back. 

15                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Thank you, sir.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Looking forward to 

17      your input. 

18                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Thank you very 

19      much. 

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm sorry, we're 

21      under new business and we have a resolution -- we 

22      have two and I assume that we have a Commissioner 

23      that's been designated to present the resolution?  

24      Commissioner Moore, would you come forward, 

25      please? 
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1                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Yes, sir.  

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

3                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.  Is 

4      police officer Leonard Barszcz available?  I'll 

5      read the last part so we can enter it into the 

6      record. 

7                "NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

8           that the Detroit Board of Police 

9           Commissioners speaking for the citizens 

10           of Detroit and the Detroit Police 

11           Department award this resolution in 

12           recognition of Police Officer Leonard 

13           J. Barszcz' 26 years of dedication and 

14           diligent public service.  His 

15           professionalism, integrity and standard 

16           of commitment to the city of Detroit 

17           and its citizens merit our highest 

18           regards and best wishes for continued 

19           success. 

20                We salute and congratulate you, 

21           Police Officer Leonard J. Barszcz."

22                Is Ms. Butler available, Freida Butler?

23      Okay, I'll read the last part then. 

24                "NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

25           that the Detroit Board of Police 
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1           Commissioners speaking on behalf of the 

2           citizens of the city of Detroit and the 

3           Detroit Police Department acknowledge 

4           the giving spirit and community service 

5           of Ms. Freida M. Butler.  Her vision 

6           for Detroit and its citizens is 

7           unmatched and highly respected.  We 

8           thank and congratulate you, Ms. Freida 

9           M. Butler."

10                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:   The Detroit Police 

11      Department also has a Certificate of Recognition 

12      for Ms. Freida M. Butler. 

13                "The Detroit Police Department 

14           Certificate of Recognition to 

15           Ms. Freida M. Butler, resident of the 

16           city of Detroit in appreciation for the 

17           following outstanding service and 

18           cooperation, for your involvement in 

19           the community and services in the city 

20           of Detroit.  You demonstrate a spirit 

21           of commitment that is worthy of 

22           recognition on this 11th day of 

23           December, 2014." 

24                I also have a Spirit of Detroit award.  

25      She's not here.  You're going to take it on 
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1      behalf of her?  Thank you, Sarge. 

2                We also have a Spirit of Detroit Award 

3      and it is presented herewith as an expression of 

4      gratitude and esteem of the citizens of Detroit 

5      to Ms. Freida M. Butler in recognition of 

6      exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership 

7      and dedication to improving the quality of life, 

8      by the City Council of Detroit, Michigan and it's 

9      signed by all council members. 

10                If you could present that to her, thank 

11      you. 

12                (APPLAUSE.)

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any old business, 

14      Commissioners?  I'm sorry, we're going to pause 

15      for one second.  The Chair will entertain a 

16      motion to receive both resolutions. 

17                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

18                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Support. 

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ready for the 

20      question?  Those in favor?

21                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

23      Motion carries; thank you.  Now, any old 

24      business? 

25                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 
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1      Chair, yes, sir.  Last week there was a 

2      discussion about the -- what was in the media 

3      about the ticket quota issue from the -- well, it 

4      was from the 11 Precinct, and Captain Leach was 

5      the individual involved. 

6                I just want to -- well, first of all I 

7      want to acknowledge the teletype that was issued 

8      December 10th.  Detroit Police Department Traffic 

9      Enforcement objectives and Teletype 14-1485 and I 

10      want to thank the department for issuing this 

11      teletype and it references the fact that -- about 

12      the issuing of tickets and there aren't any 

13      quotas in short. 

14                Also too I just wanted to say I 

15      received a -- for the sake of transparency -- I 

16      received an e-mail earlier today and also that 

17      e-mail contained I believe it was 14 pages of the 

18      -- from the manual, Detroit Police Manual, which 

19      was explicit in terms of the process of ticketing 

20      citizens in traffic stops and the procedure for 

21      that. 

22                The e-mail also expressed that Capt. 

23      Leach would not be here at this meeting which was 

24      requested last week.  If Capt. Leach is not here, 

25      in my opinion that represents a lack of 
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1      transparency on his part and also too a lack of 

2      courage because it was in the media and he spoke 

3      pretty much in the media on all the networks in 

4      terms of this issue or controversy that came 

5      about in terms of ticket quota. 

6                So I am -- well,  let's just say it is 

7      disappointing that he didn't come before us to 

8      explain it because I represent the 3rd District 

9      and the 11th Precinct is in the 3rd District, so 

10      that's all I wanted to voice my disappointment.

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, let me chime 

12      in on that, somewhat due to my responsibility as 

13      chairman and I would take the -- I didn't get a 

14      chance to talk to you about that on my arrival 

15      late, but I was hoping that the DC, Deputy Chief 

16      Hall, would probably respond.  It's been cleared 

17      up, it was miscommunication.  He addressed it in 

18      terms of through the chain and the Chief of 

19      Police. 

20                So therefore it was not necessary for 

21      the captain to respond because as Commissioner 

22      White indicated he works for the Chief of Police 

23      and there was miscommunication at that level and 

24      they clarified it and therefore that was 

25      acceptable.  I don't know if Deputy Chief Hall 
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1      wants to elaborate a little bit further, I would 

2      appreciate that, in terms of it's not the 

3      responsibility of the captain.  That was 

4      miscommunication in reference to that item and 

5      they cleared it up and that's why they even sent 

6      out a director of that particular Traffic 

7      Enforcement. 

8                Deputy Chief Hall, would you want to 

9      respond?

10                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Absolutely.  I 

11      think you basically stated it, and Commissioner 

12      White, that there was a miscommunication between 

13      the captain and his staff and that was a 

14      misprint.  The captain did not encourage any 

15      quotas to the police department because we don't 

16      have quotas. 

17                What we do is we recognize when our 

18      citizens, when certain areas need a little bit 

19      more attention and our officers are encouraged to 

20      do more when the citizens require more as I'm 

21      sure as a Board we're encouraged to do more for 

22      the citizens when they ask. 

23                So that was what the memo should have 

24      stated and it was a misprint, miscommunications, 

25      and as you said, Commissioner, he spoke to the 
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1      news media as well as myself being his direct 

2      report -- I'm sorry, Commander Mahone being his 

3      direct report and me being the Deputy Chief in 

4      charge of the entire bureau and the Chief of 

5      Police and we were satisfied with the fact that 

6      there was miscommunication. 

7                We also did get some communication that 

8      he was not required to appear before the Board.  

9      There is no way that we would disrespect the 

10      request of the Board.  We do acknowledge you as a 

11      full body and an oversight of the Detroit Police 

12      Department, we respect you as such, and the 

13      direction from the Board was that he did not need 

14      to appear.  Because if he had, he would 

15      definitely be here.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And we will talk 

17      afterwards, but I wanted to reassure you that the 

18      command office, the Chief, the Deputy Chief, and 

19      Commander Mahone was going to speak to it, but 

20      the Deputy Chief is his boss is terms of patrol 

21      and we want to make sure that there's 

22      accountability. 

23                We don't want to put any captain on the 

24      spot in terms of further scrutiny by this Board 

25      without having their immediate supervisor and the 
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1      Chief of Police and the Deputy Chief weigh in on 

2      it, and they weighed in on it in terms of to my 

3      satisfaction there was interaction with the Board 

4      Secretary in terms of communication. 

5                So on that note -- and I'm sorry in 

6      terms of my late arrival I would have explained 

7      that to you, so I want to apologize. 

8                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Apology 

9      accepted, but through the Chair, on this whole 

10      issue there was a miscommunication and today it's 

11      a lack of communication because I didn't get that 

12      communique other than -- and like I said, I  

13      considered what was in the e-mail kind of 

14      offensive to that piece, but if you had 

15      communicated with those individuals prior, okay, 

16      I understand.  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I would have 

18      communicated to you, but that was my intent even 

19      prior to the meeting, but unfortunately it didn't 

20      work out this way this evening and I apologize 

21      once again.  

22                So we can move on if that's the 

23      pleasure of the Board.  I would like to have 

24      Commissioner White, if he has had an opportunity 

25      to respond to -- the Board directed me and a 
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1      board commissioner be involved with the NAACP 

2      initiative last meeting and I took those steps 

3      and I asked Commissioner White to report out in 

4      reference to that type of interaction of the 

5      coalition. 

6                COMMISSIONER WHITE:   Certainly.  

7      Mr. Chair, if we could, before we move off of 

8      that issue, I did want to echo some of the 

9      sentiments as relates to the administrative 

10      message that was put out and commend the 

11      department for a very precise and thorough 

12      message as relates to this issue of quotas in the 

13      Detroit Police Department. 

14                Also as a question that I would pose 

15      through the Chair to Deputy Chief to the Chief, 

16      the ticket policy that was furnished to this 

17      body, and I thank Deputy Chief Levalley for 

18      furnishing that, but it referenced a revision 

19      date of September 9, 2014. 

20                So I would just pose a question in 

21      terms of what revisions were made to the policy 

22      on September 9th, and also through the Chair, 

23      Mr. Chair, I think it also would warrant this 

24      body also asking or posing the question which 

25      other policies have been changed since we've 
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1      moved away from what is charter-mandated policy 

2      that policy changes come before the body, but 

3      just as a question I would be very interested to 

4      have information sharing if you will even though 

5      we may not be in a position to weigh in, but to 

6      ask the question what other policies have changed 

7      without the Board's involvement. 

8                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  And I will have 

9      that information sent to you as soon as possible. 

10                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And as you well 

12      know, I have requested that type of interaction 

13      and dialog with the Chief not just at a board 

14      meeting, but I think we need to have those type 

15      of informal discussions to make sure we all on 

16      the same page, and I'm hoping if that's not going 

17      to happen during the holiday I'm looking forward 

18      to 2015 the month of January that as we move 

19      forward in terms of the Chief reporting out on 

20      his annual report indicated that the Mayor in 

21      reference to the Council, even though we are not 

22      charter mandated, we're under Emergency Order 42, 

23      he wanted a spirit of cooperation in terms of 

24      public safety that we be involved within that 

25      process, so I just want to re-emphasize that; 
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1      thank you.  Yes, sir. 

2                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, 

3      Mr. Chair.  First and foremost, let me commend 

4      our Chair who did an excellent job on not only 

5      today on the Mildred Gaddis Show in representing 

6      this body as Chairman of the Board of Police 

7      Commissioners, but also at the recent press 

8      conference held at the Detroit NAACP office where 

9      you represented as a member of the coalition in 

10      speaking as we talk about the policy changes and 

11      other areas where this body as mandated by you, 

12      the citizens of this great city, to weigh in on a 

13      number of areas have been hampered in doing so 

14      vis-a-vis Emergency Order Number 42. 

15                And so a number of individuals 

16      including the Detroit Board of Police 

17      Commissioners, I see Brother Ron Scott here from 

18      the Coalition Against Police Brutality, the 

19      NAACP, ACLU, Change, Agent Consortium, and I 

20      could go on and on, but I won't belabor the 

21      point.  But there's a wide effort and 

22      organizations signing up daily to not only 

23      address the issue of the Detroit Board of Police 

24      Commissioners being empowered as a charter 

25      mandated by your vote, but also to deal with 
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1      issues that we see from Ferguson to Staten Island 

2      to talk about issues of police militarization, to 

3      talk about some very concise public policy 

4      initiatives that need to be on the radar to talk 

5      about education and training.

6                And I want to be very clear that this 

7      isn't an opportunity for community to be 

8      adversarial with our law enforcement agency.  

9      This is the community coming together to work 

10      side by side with our law enforcement agency so 

11      that Detroit does not see a Ferguson incident or 

12      Staten Island incident. 

13                And we believe that the more 

14      communication the better.  We believe the more 

15      transparency the better.  So you can expect to 

16      hear more from this coalition moving forward.  

17      Mr. Chair, we are inviting the community out this 

18      coming Thursday, December 18 as 6 PM at the 

19      Detroit NAACP headquarters which is 8220 Second 

20      Avenue. 

21                You have all the members of the 

22      coalition present and what we will be doing is 

23      taking a public record as we formulate a joint 

24      statement which will be signed by all members of 

25      this coalition and, Mr. Chair, just as of today 
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1      we received calls from the Mayor's office, the 

2      Governor's office, asking when can this meeting 

3      happen.  So the temperature is rising in a good 

4      way, that we are coming together if you will for 

5      the good of our community. 

6                I understand there's a lot of 

7      frustration and people are saying well, what can 

8      we do, why haven't the leadership organized or 

9      marched.  Well, we march to get to a means and I 

10      think this is putting on the base, the 

11      foundation, in terms of what we've asking of our 

12      elected officials, what we are asking of our law 

13      enforcement officials to be transparent about, to 

14      work with the community on so that we can move 

15      forward together. 

16                So again, I applaud the leadership of 

17      our Chair and all those members of the coalition 

18      for stepping up on this issue.

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

20      Chair, you said next Thursday, what time? 

21                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Yes, sir, 6 p.m.

22                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other questions 

24      or concerns in reference to the coalition?  And I 

25      really appreciate Commissioner White's 
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1      involvement as executive director and Pastor 

2      Anthony in terms of his leadership.  That was one 

3      of the reasons why my lateness. 

4                I wanted to continue that dialog and it 

5      presented itself, so I didn't want to say no, and 

6      I attended a Coalition Against Police Brutality 

7      at Local 7 with Ron Scott.  He gave me the 

8      opportunity to speak and that was a great 

9      opportunity there in terms of having ongoing 

10      dialog in reference to police reform. 

11                That afternoon, yesterday afternoon, 

12      also attended a forum where ministerial alliance, 

13      different groups, even as this morning I had met 

14      with four different groups in terms of 

15      ministerial alliance in terms of the issues we 

16      face in Detroit and all over this country. 

17                And so we didn't get beyond lip 

18      service.  As Commissioner White indicated, we 

19      must be engaging and we must be involved with 

20      that process in reference to the issues. 

21                The issues are glaring and people are 

22      concerned, so I'm glad that people from all walks 

23      of life are coming together.  It will give us the 

24      opportunity that this Board, it's extremely 

25      important to be engaging, to really represent the 
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1      community on the cutting edge of police reform. 

2                We don't want to revisit the '50s and 

3      '60s and the 70s that we fought so hard in terms 

4      of gaining effort in terms of equality and equal 

5      justice to all, especially people of color, 

6      people brown -- and the whole issue is that 

7      people now, not just on the street corners, but 

8      people from all walks of life -- LaBron James in 

9      terms of his efforts -- you see athletes stepping 

10      out now which is rather unique because in the 

11      past they're been rather quiet because they don't 

12      want to offend nobody as far as their 

13      sponsorship, but to go back to Jackie Robinson 

14      42, we must stand on the legacy of people who 

15      have fought for us to get here. 

16                That's why we have this freedom now 

17      sitting in this room and you see these ranking 

18      officers.  That did that come by accident.  

19      That's because of Coleman C. Young took the 

20      initiative to address the Detroit Police 

21      Department and we are thankful for that, so 

22      that's why we will engage and we need a full 

23      charter commission.

24                So that is the task, that is the goal.  

25      We are stepping up in 2015 to enlighten people 
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1      the necessity -- we shouldn't have to explain it 

2      because you in Detroit know why we need a strong 

3      chartered Board of Police Commissioners, not a 

4      review board.  And everybody is on the same page 

5      and that is my charge and that is my 

6      responsibility.  That's why I ran for office, 

7      that's why this board looks like it is now in 

8      terms of seven and four. 

9                So I'm happy with the appointees.  We 

10      just have to be engaged.  Bishop Vann has 

11      extensive knowledge in terms of sitting on this 

12      board for about four or five years, so I know -- 

13      and we had a Justice Mallett, I think he would 

14      bring a whole lot to the table, so we're looking 

15      forward to that mandate of the charter to be -- 

16      the countdown starts now Day 1. 

17                So we're looking forward 364 days that 

18      the Council can vote, but we're going to make 

19      sure they understand the people's position on 

20      this issue.  That is crystal clear, and we're 

21      getting that type of support, so that the 

22      challenge and I'm looking forward to that.  I'm 

23      thankful that I have the opportunity. 

24                So we can move on.  Any other old 

25      business?  Our next meeting announcement would
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1      be on January -- correction on that.  Our next 

2      community meeting would be on January 8, Wesley 

3      Community Center, 10241 West Seven Mile, I think 

4      that's on your agenda, right -- at 6:30.  That is 

5      our next community meeting in January. 

6                Our next Board meeting will next place 

7      next week, December 18 at 3 PM at Detroit Public 

8      Safety Headquarters, 1301 Third Street at 3 

9      o'clock.  That's our last meeting of the year, so 

10      that gives you the opportunity to come out. 

11                Now I'm getting to the point of your 

12      time, that's why you here.  Unlike the Council, 

13      you don't have to make an appointment, you just 

14      need to show up, and we have that type of dialog, 

15      interaction. 

16                You have two minutes.  I just ask that 

17      you be respectful because we are respectful for 

18      you to give you the opportunity. 

19                I don't know  -- is Mr. Brown here?  

20      Okay, we got it covered though.  So we're 

21      somewhat liberal, but we want to keep it in the 

22      framework of the time allotted, so -- and I 

23      assume that Pastor Warfield is on his way.

24                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Yes. 

25                MS. BROGETTE:  Good evening.  My name 
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1      is Theo Brogette, I'm vice-president of -- 

2      Neighborhood Association.  I was at the last 

3      community meeting that was held at Sacred Heart 

4      and I asked the question what is the ethnic 

5      breakdown of the three classes that have been 

6      graduated now of officers into the Detroit Police 

7      Department. 

8                Secondly, before you answer that, it's 

9      interesting to me that the statement keeps coming 

10      out well, you will only be suspended from your 

11      powers for one year.  The real question is why 

12      were the powers taken in the first place.  Nobody 

13      seems to want to talk about that.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:   I can say this, 

15      that we know the answer but the public are now 

16      pursuing that answer and hopefully they get an 

17      answer then we get clarity on that.  The 

18      coalition raised that question, the minister 

19      raised that question, citizen raised that 

20      question.

21                We cannot speak for the Mayor, we 

22      cannot speak for the Council, but we was told 

23      that Mr. Orr, the emergency manager, has the 

24      authority by state law, but nevertheless we will 

25      hopefully have more engaging dialog with the 
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1      Mayor and Council that -- we went before the 

2      Council and they indicated that their hands were 

3      tied, but they have the opportunity in one year 

4      to address it.

5                And if you look at our newsletter, 

6      we're looking at every avenue even come down to 

7      legal avenue, we want a legal opinion from the 

8      corporation counsel because he represents the 

9      charter, he represents the elected officers in 

10      the city of Detroit, so we're looking for that 

11      response and then we can take it from there.

12                The first part of your question would 

13      be -- perhaps DC Hall can respond to the 

14      composition of the last three classes that have 

15      graduated.  I don't know.

16                I think we failed to get those numbers, 

17      but perhaps in the future we will.

18                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Please pardon me, I 

19      was not here for the previous Board meeting and I 

20      was not aware that that information had been 

21      requested, so I will ensure that the Board gets 

22      that information at least by tomorrow you should 

23      have the breakdown. 

24                But I do want to let the community know 

25      the Detroit Police Department is not in the 
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1      process of hiring colored officers or Caucasian 

2      officers.  We hire the best qualified candidates 

3      for the job.  We're looking for a world class 

4      police department, we want world class officers 

5      and that's how we hire. 

6                So I'll get that information for you as 

7      quickly as I can.  

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And we can respond 

9      perhaps by e-mail as soon as we get it to you if 

10      you have your e-mail address and we definitely 

11      will report out at the next meeting and I 

12      apologize for not doing a follow-up on that.  I 

13      recall that question.

14                MS. BROGETTE:  I appreciate that.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

16      chair, Ms. Brogette, you referenced something 

17      about power.  Those who take power take power 

18      because they want power.  The only way to get 

19      power back is to take power back. 

20                So as long as we're in -- you know, the 

21      Detroit Police Department has a -- they're on a 

22      mission and they have the statement that says 

23      they want to restore order.  Well, we want to 

24      restore power to the commission, and while I'm 

25      sitting here I guarantee you one day -- and I'm 
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1      not talking about waiting a year for somebody to 

2      vote it back.  You know, I received votes from 

3      the citizens within my district, that's why I'm 

4      sitting here.

5                MS. BROGETTE:  And I'm supportive of 

6      the Police Commission.

7                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No power, no 

8      peace.

9                MS. BROGETTE:  Does anybody know if 

10      there are any black police officers on the 

11      Livonia Police Department?  

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I have no idea, 

13      ma'am.

14                MS. BROGETTE:  Okay.  Last question, 

15      who are the appointees on the Police Commission 

16      besides Conrad Mallett and Edgar Vann?

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

18      Taylor, Commissioner Vann, Commissioner White and 

19      Conrad Mallett are the newly appointed two just 

20      recently and the two you're familiar with, 

21      Commissioner White and Taylor, their term does 

22      not expire until next year, June of next year.

23                But basically we happy to receive the 

24      two that we have, but basically we all in accord 

25      that we're all charter mandated and we're 
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1      obligated to the Charter. 

2                Whether you're elected or appointed, 

3      we're all on the -- should be on the same page.  

4      We got a mandate because we raised our right 

5      hands and take that charter, so that's as simple 

6      as that.  Thank you and we will do a follow-up 

7      with you.

8                MS. BORGETTE:  All right.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

10                MS. WELLS:  Good evening.  My name is 

11      Tonya Wells.  On December 10, 2 days ago, at 3:30 

12      PM I was in a policing situation in the city of 

13      Detroit.  I had a drunk patron in the back seat 

14      of my car -- I'm a cab driver. 

15                He began to be belligerent and 

16      disorderly and he was calling me epithet names.  

17      I wanted him out of my car. 

18                I drove from West Grand Boulevard and 

19      Woodward to Linwood and Joy Road and in the 

20      process I called the 10th Precinct to let them 

21      know that I was on my way with a policing 

22      scenario. 

23                I was stopped by two white male 

24      officers in a marked car.  White Male Officer 

25      Number 1 who was the driver brandished his 
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1      weapon, he put his hand on his gun, he took his 

2      gun out of the holster, he pointed it down, he 

3      walked up to my window and pointed this gun at 

4      me.  He pointed his gun at me. 

5                He said, "Roll your window down."  He 

6      wasn't as calm as I am right now.  "Roll your 

7      window down, cut the engine off.  Why did you run 

8      the red light?" 

9                I was made to say that I ran a red 

10      light.  I was pointed at with a gun.  It's hard 

11      being black, beautiful and intelligent in this 

12      country right now, but I won't have it.  I want 

13      this officer suspended, looked at.  The whole 

14      situation was wrong.

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ms. Wells, can I 

16      pause at this particular time?  Do you care to 

17      formulate a citizen complaint because --

18                MS. WELL:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I didn't get 

19      to that part.  I did do that.  

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  You initiated it 

21      already?

22                MS. WELLS:  Yes, I did. 

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So we don't need to 

24      talk to you at this time.  You have formulated 

25      the complaint.  The Chief Investigator will look 
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1      into it and initiate the process.

2                MS. WELL:  The problem with that, sir, 

3      is that the Office of the Chief Investigator 

4      called me today and the particulars of what I'm 

5      concerned with were not discussed. 

6                I'm here to tell you that, again, a 

7      white male officer pointed his gun at me.  That 

8      is unacceptable.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

10                MS. WELLS:  You can only use deadly 

11      force when there is a felony in process.  There 

12      was no felony in process.  I was not a danger to 

13      the community.  In fact, I had a man in the back 

14      seat of my car that was not addressed for almost 

15      about 20 minutes.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ms. Wells, can I 

17      just interject this?  If you filed a complaint, 

18      the Chief Investigator will assign an 

19      investigator to your case.  If you want to talk 

20      to Supervising Investigator Nelson at the end of 

21      this meeting you can initiate that, but that is 

22      the process. 

23                I think you are familiar with that.  

24      Give us the opportunity to respond and we hear 

25      you loud and clear.  Thank you.
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1                MS. WELLS:  I was just saying that --

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am, we 

3      understand.

4                MS. WELLS:  We got our own Fergusons 

5      here in the city of Detroit.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  We understand, 

7      thank you for bringing this to our attention. 

8                Yes, sir.

9                MR. WOODS:  Good evening, everyone.  

10      Thank you for your time.  I just more so have a 

11      comment.  Oh, my name is Jerome Woods and I'll 

12      try to keep it under two minutes.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir, thank 

14      you, we appreciate it.

15                MR. WOODS:  Actually I was born and 

16      raised in St. Louis, Missouri.  I've been in 

17      Detroit for a little over four years now and my 

18      mom, she actually stays in Ferguson, she stays 

19      right down the street from where Mike Brown was 

20      murdered. 

21                My comment is that, you know, I try to 

22      treat everybody the same.  I know citizens are 

23      people, I know police officers are people and I 

24      just try to treat people the same.  But when I 

25      see the Mike Brown incident or the other incident 
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1      and like they weren't indicted, especially in the 

2      Eric Gardner case where they weren't supposed to 

3      use the choke hold, but he used it and they still 

4      didn't indict him and it was clear that they 

5      couldn't use a choke hold, but he did it anyway. 

6                So I guess my comment is I just wanted 

7      to come and say something and stand up and just 

8      to say I'm not going to stand for it and I think 

9      that it's like they're saying that the police 

10      officers can pretty much do what they want to 

11      people.  You can kill a person if you need to -- 

12      you know, if you want to and you won't be held 

13      accountable for it. 

14                So like I say, I try to treat everybody 

15      the same, try to treat people good, police 

16      officers, citizens, whatever, but that's pretty 

17      much it. 

18                I just wanted to say something and 

19      stand up against these killings that the police 

20      officers are just being told they can do it.  

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  We have to say 

22      thank you, your time is up and we appreciate your 

23      remarks and your opinion and stand strong and 

24      hopefully -- we are in the process, not just 

25      locally, but it's a national effort to address 
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1      these concerns.  So thank you, sir.

2                MR. WOODS:  Okay.

3                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me.  

4      Through the Chair, Mr. Woods, I understand what 

5      you're saying and I concur, agree with you.  I 

6      also want to say that there is -- this talk of 

7      more training, police officers need more 

8      training, sensitivity training, all this talk of 

9      Tasers this, there's talk of body cams, you know.

10                What we need is some indictments.  We 

11      need some indictments, we need some prosecution, 

12      we need some people to be tried by a jury and we 

13      need some people to go to prison, it's just that 

14      simple. 

15                I'm an advocate of body cameras, I 

16      think every police officer ought to have on a 

17      body cam, but what good is it when what occurred 

18      in New York Eric Gardner when everybody for the 

19      world to see, that was on video and you still 

20      didn't get an indictment. 

21                So thank you.

22                MR. WOODS:  Thank you, Mr. Crawford.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

24                MS. HARDING:  Good evening.  My name is 

25      Barb Harding and my area is Grand River - 
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1      Greenfield and I want to say this because I 

2      really don't understand it. 

3                The gentleman spoke about the subject 

4      community people helping them in the precinct and 

5      blah, blah, blah.  My thing is this. 

6                Back 20 some years there was a mini 

7      station right here on Grand River and Grand River 

8      there and Foyer.  I was one of the community 

9      people that volunteered and helped the police 

10      officers back then. 

11                And I'm wondering what's the deal with 

12      this.  You was going to open up some of those 

13      mini stations that was back then which we still 

14      have the building, the community, and one of the 

15      reasons we fought to get that building is we 

16      thought at some point it would go back and the 

17      police would come back in the community. 

18                And the citizens did help, but it was 

19      Mini 2 which I didn't understand that because 

20      I've been to the 6th Precinct, but it was people 

21      from the 6th Precinct, the 2nd Precinct, 8th 

22      Precinct.  We're all transported back and forth 

23      and volunteered to help the City and the police. 

24                Now, what's the deal with this?  We 

25      couldn't even get anybody to help us rehab the 
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1      building.  We were up there and they were good, 

2      so that's enough to that.  That needs to be 

3      addressed because they pretend they was going to 

4      open up some of them mini stations.  Which ones 

5      was it, they friends or somebody they knew?

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, could I say 

7      this?

8                MS. HARDING:  That's what I want to 

9      know.  

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm going to ask --

11                MS. HARDING:  We worked for nothing, we 

12      didn't mind doing it again.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, I'm going to 

14      get Deputy Chief Hall to explain the neighborhood 

15      police officer.  I worked at a mini station and 

16      -- but the program we have now is much more 

17      effective than the program we had in mini 

18      stations and I know that personally as a police 

19      officer supervisor. 

20                What we have now is like -- it's a 

21      giant leap.  The mini station was not that 

22      effective.  In most cases it was closed, but I'm 

23      not going to elaborate any further because I 

24      understand what you're saying. 

25                I'll have the Deputy Chief to explain 
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1      the concept of what they have in place now.  

2      Would you give her the opportunity?

3                MS. HARDING:  Yeah, sure.  I want to 

4      know what was not effective about it because I 

5      was up there.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, but I'm just 

7      going to pause, I'm not going to get into it but 

8      let Deputy Chief Hall explain it.

9                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Good evening, 

10      ma'am.  The first thing that I want to say is 

11      about the neighborhood police officers.  Each 

12      precinct has a group of neighborhood police 

13      officers that are responsible for a specific 

14      area. 

15                That officer has an intimate knowledge 

16      of exactly the quality of life issues, crime or 

17      whatever that's taking place in those areas.  So 

18      you actually have an officer committed to a 

19      certain area of your neighborhood and that has 

20      proven to be much more effective because these 

21      individuals are coupled with the Mayor's 

22      neighborhood organization as well, so we're able 

23      to identify issues in a respective area, work 

24      with the Mayor's office to get -- whether it's 

25      lighting, whether it's debris, graffiti, whatever 
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1      it is and get those issues rectified very 

2      quickly. 

3                As we go back to mini stations I just 

4      want to caution everybody, we had mini stations 

5      when we had 4,000 police officers and we had 

6      officers that we could deploy for patrol and that  

7      we could do investigations and we could also do 

8      mini stations. 

9                Our current manpower is only that of 

10      about 2,300, so what we're doing is we're doing 

11      everything that we were doing with 4,000 police 

12      officers with 2,300.  So what we've tried to do 

13      is to make our services more effective. 

14                And as the Commissioner said, what we 

15      found when we did an assessment, we did an 

16      analysis, we found that most citizens rarely ever 

17      used the mini stations.  When we talk about how 

18      many reports that actually came into the area -- 

19                MS. HARDING:  That's not true.

20                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Now, maybe your 

21      respective area had more than the next, but when 

22      we look at it as a whole, people were still 

23      coming to the precinct and we needed those 

24      officers to be deployed for patrol. 

25                So that's why we went to a neighborhood 
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1      police officer scenario or that's what we decided 

2      to do.  The Chief came up with that idea.  Of 

3      course, he had the experience from several 

4      different agencies and it's very effective, so 

5      we're going to continue with what we have. 

6                We can do an assessment of your area to 

7      see if there is a way that maybe we can have a 

8      work station from some location, but what has to 

9      happen is there has to be a police officer in 

10      there with a citizen.  So the problem is our 

11      police officers are very limited.

12                MS. HARDING:  I know.

13                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  So that's why we 

14      are where we are today, and we're just asking 

15      that you give our neighborhood police officers an 

16      opportunity.  They've been doing a wonderful job.  

17      Most people who've come in contact with them and 

18      all the successes they've had in the respective 

19      areas, they're saying they're doing a great job 

20      and we're seeing the successes.

21                MS. HARDING:  I'll agree, they are 

22      doing a great job, but the police officers would 

23      leave out of there, we manned the mini nation, we 

24      took complaints, we wrote down whatever needed to 

25      be -- they left there and went on patrol and 
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1      whatever they was doing.  We kept it open.

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, could we --

3                MS. HARDING:  I'm fine with that.  I 

4      just wanted to bring that up.  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, we 

6      appreciate that.  You heard the Deputy Chief, 

7      she's going to think about it; thank you.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:   Through the 

9      Chair, I have a question for the Deputy Chief.  

10      So the mini stations were closed down because 

11      they weren't effective according to your study or 

12      was it because you didn't have enough officers?

13                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Well, they were -- 

14      we had to eliminate them because of the manpower 

15      issues, but then when we did an assessment to see 

16      are we eliminating something that we truly 

17      needed, we realized that most of them weren't 

18      being used in the way that we thought they were 

19      going to be used. 

20                So we came up with the more innovative 

21      way to do our neighborhood policing. 

22                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

23      Chair, historical fact here with the mini 

24      stations because when I came on the job we worked 

25      in and out of mini stations or just drop by even 
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1      if you're on patrol, the mini stations. 

2                Deputy Chief Hall is absolutely 

3      correct.  She used a number of 4,000.  It was 

4      5,600 officers at its peak who were on the 

5      Detroit Police Department, 5,600.  So therefore 

6      you had the officers to man those mini stations. 

7                But I want to say this.  There was the 

8      Honorable Coleman A. Young who was the Mayor and 

9      Chief Hart that implemented those mini stations 

10      and we had people come in from around the world 

11      to look at that model of the mini stations in the 

12      city of Detroit. 

13                And then as they closed the mini 

14      stations, began to close them years ago, the 

15      community or people who lived around those mini 

16      stations and used those mini stations, that was 

17      one of the hardest issues is when you close a 

18      mini station because everybody -- even if they 

19      weren't using it, they were just used to it just 

20      being there.

21                But I do understand what you're talking 

22      about.  I understand the feeling of a mini 

23      station because I utilized them too when we 

24      worked patrol and it was over in the 7th 

25      Precinct. 
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

2                MS. McCANT:  Good afternoon, Board.   

3      My name is Yolanda McCant and I'm a community 

4      person in the 11th and the 7th Precinct.  I have 

5      a couple of concerns. 

6                One is my station which is the 7th and 

7      11th does not have a permanent person any more 

8      for maintenance.  Now, I don't know about none of 

9      the other districts or precincts that we went 

10      back to.  It is almost essential that we have a 

11      maintenance person on a daily basis, not every 

12      other day or every day just to come in and empty 

13      the trash.  We need the floor mopped, we need 

14      some work did. 

15                I don't know -- I understand that the 

16      person that was -- I guess the officer or whoever 

17      was assigned to that is now back out on patrol, 

18      but whoever hired this company to come in, to me 

19      they're not doing a good job in my house. 

20                And I say my house, that's the 7th and 

21      11th Precinct because we're both in the same 

22      building, okay.  And with the amount of traffic 

23      from the officers, the citizens that come in and 

24      out, I do have some concerns with that. 

25                Now, the community do come in, we 
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1      sweep, we mop, we help paint, we do all of that.  

2      But some of that we need some help on the City's 

3      side of it.

4                The other thing is, I'm also a member 

5      of the DPAA, the Police Citizen Academy.  At one 

6      point we asked that we would come in and do desk 

7      work.  It was told to us at that time that it was 

8      a union issue.  I understand union issues, but 

9      then they went and hired some people to come in 

10      and do the same job that we were trained to do.

11                So I don't have anything to do with 

12      that, but I'm just saying you train us as 

13      citizens to do certain things and then you like 

14      slap us in the face or you take it away from us.  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Can we pause and 

16      allow the Deputy Chief Hall to respond to your 

17      concern?

18                MS. McCANT:  Yes, sir.

19                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, ma'am.  We do 

20      have the union issues as it relates to our desk 

21      operations, but as Comm. Bettison and myself 

22      attended the DPAA Christmas party yesterday and 

23      we informed you that we have identified several 

24      jobs that we want you guys to fill because you 

25      are the ones who's been to our communications, 
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1      you see how the runs come in, you've actually 

2      participated in the ride-alongs, so you know the 

3      actual day-to-day workings of the police 

4      department and we have identified different areas 

5      where we need you and your assistance.

6                So in the very near future we will be 

7      reaching out to you for your assistance and to 

8      assist the police department. 

9                But the desk operations, it's 

10      definitely a union issue and the individuals that 

11      are hired are actually still part of a union.

12                MS. McCANT:  What about maintenance?

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And second part of 

14      the question on maintenance?

15                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  The maintenance 

16      issue, that is a City of Detroit company that's 

17      contracted in and I do hear you as it relates to 

18      the cleanliness of the building.

19                We will ensure that that company is 

20      held accountable for the cleanliness of those 

21      buildings because that is what they're contracted 

22      to do, so we'll definitely make sure that we're 

23      following up with them to ensure the cleanliness 

24      of the building.

25                But I also encourage you if you guys 
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1      want to volunteer to help us clean that building, 

2      I'll be -- you do it on a Saturday because I 

3      can't say I have any other time, but I will come 

4      out with you to the 11th Precinct, 9th Precinct, 

5      4th Precinct, anywhere, and clean up.

6                MS. McCANT:  Okay.  

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

8      Crawford?

9                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

10      Chair, Ms. McCant, you reside in my district and 

11      after the meeting I'd like to talk to you about 

12      the lack of cleanliness for the 11th Precinct.

13                MS. McCANT:  Okay.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.  

15      Yes, sir? 

16                MR. ANDRAESON:  Good evening, Police 

17      Commission.  My name is Gus Andraeson, I'm a 

18      community safety coordinator in the southwest 

19      area of Detroit.  I just wanted to report on some 

20      things a couple of citizens have reported to me 

21      that is very difficult for them to report crimes. 

22                The 9-1-1 number is obviously used for 

23      crimes in progress or crimes of a violent nature.  

24      These are crimes that are, you know, thefts, 

25      break-ins of a car.  A store owner, for example, 
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1      had a couple of guys walk into his store, grab a 

2      case of beer, run out without paying, get in a 

3      car and go. 

4                He called 9-1-1, 9-1-1 referred him to 

5      the other number where you report crimes that 

6      have already occurred.  After about 15 minutes of 

7      being on hold with this number his call was 

8      dropped.  He called the number back, he was on 

9      hold for another 15 minutes because his call was 

10      dropped again. 

11                One of the biggest issues we face is 

12      the people not being able to report crimes in an 

13      easy way.  This is a store owner who has to be at 

14      work.  He doesn't have time to wait on hold for 

15      30 minutes.  This could have been an isolated 

16      incident, but there's other citizens in the 

17      community who have also expressed how hard it is 

18      to report crime, the crimes that have already 

19      occurred, and I'm afraid that it's becoming so 

20      hard that they are going to -- they're not going 

21      to report crime at all and we're going to see 

22      statistics that show that crime is going down 

23      when really it's either going up or staying the 

24      same.

25                So I wanted to know from my position is 
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1      there anything being done to address this, has 

2      this come up in the past, if it has what is being 

3      done.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I assume that 

5      Deputy Chief Hall is ready to respond to your 

6      concern.

7                MR. ANDRAESON:  Okay, thank you.

8                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  I'm very saddened 

9      to hear that you're having those issues.  TCRU is 

10      our number that reports those crimes that are not 

11      in process at this particular time.  What I want 

12      to do is refer you to Comm. Bettison because what 

13      we're going to do is we'll look at our TCRU and 

14      Capt. Chambers is the 4th Precinct Captain. 

15                I just want you to get with him, let 

16      our NPOs know which area that you're having these 

17      concerns where you're having issues with 

18      reporting crimes.

19                Because the one thing is reporting 

20      crime after it happens, another thing is 

21      preventing, so if we can find out what areas that 

22      you're in, what crimes are taking place and 

23      figure out a way to prevent those crimes from 

24      happening, then we won't have to report crime, 

25      but we do need to as Detroit Police Department 



12/11/201412/11/2014

Page 56

1      figure out what the issue is as it relates to 

2      calling in and being put on hold.

3                So they will address both those issues  

4      with you. 

5                MR. ANDRAESON:  Okay, thank you.

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir. 

7                Yes, ma'am.

8                MS. SHAROBI:  Hi, everyone.  My name is 

9      Kim Sharobi and I want to go in record saying 

10      that I really believe that we need to put less 

11      emphasis on policing and more emphasis on safety. 

12                Policing is hierarchical and safety has 

13      to do with emotional safety as well as physical 

14      safely.

15                I know the police officers as well as 

16      the residents, that's what we have in common, we 

17      all want to be safe and I cannot think of a 

18      better way to be safe than to have good 

19      relationships, to really build relationships, to 

20      be preventative measures and to focus in on that, 

21      because policing is quite different. 

22                So I really want to leave everybody in 

23      the room, not just the Commission, but to really 

24      think about the concept of safety. 

25                I know in the past, I know some people 
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1      have had issues with peace zones.  I've talked to 

2      Ron about it, but I think that there's a lot of 

3      potential in that and I want you all to consider 

4      even the peace zone concept.  I think, Mr. White, 

5      you said that the coalition or the community was 

6      invited to that to talk about that next week?

7                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Yes.

8                MS. SHAROBI:  And so -- but to look at 

9      whatever concepts we can because we're not going 

10      very far and a lot of people are dying.  I don't 

11      know, I just want to tell you one real quick 

12      story and I think my two minutes will be up, but 

13      I was at the event that was held last -- that Ron 

14      had and a parent who was a social worker said 

15      that her young son is having nightmares now 

16      because he was seeing the Eric Gardner film shown 

17      over and over again; he couldn't sleep. 

18                And he woke up, I said, "What's wrong?"  

19      He said, "I'm going to die."  So our kids are -- 

20      they're not just kids, but everybody now is 

21      feeling -- I mean, so many people are feeling 

22      unsafe, so I just want to again encourage all of 

23      us to think about safety versus policing.  It's 

24      quite different, it's two different concepts.  

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.  
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1      Yes, ma'am. 

2                MS. HINES:  My name is Theresa Hines 

3      and I have a question.  Do the police run the 

4      Transit Center?  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That's your 

6      question?

7                MS. HINES:  Yes, that's the question.  

8      The police department, is that a part of the 

9      Transit Center.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Deputy Chief Hall 

11      probably would respond to that question.

12                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  The Transit Center 

13      has their own police department, they are 

14      separate from the Detroit Police Department.  We 

15      work in conjunction with them to provide support 

16      if they need it, but they have their own police 

17      department.

18                MS. HINES:  Okay because I was 

19      wondering why the Transit Center looks so bad on 

20      a regular basis, and when you go to the Transit 

21      Center, the board that they have up to show 

22      scheduling for the buses, it never works.  Trash 

23      is everywhere.  The bathrooms are okay, but you 

24      know, when you walk in it's like those police 

25      officers, they just sitting there. 
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1                They just bunched up in the little 

2      office, the little information booth and they 

3      just sitting there.  Is that what part of the 

4      protection part is supposed to be?

5                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  I'm sure that is 

6      not what their responsibilities are, but I will 

7      do, even though that's not up under my purview, I 

8      will reach out to their Deputy Chief who is 

9      actually a former Detroit Police commander, so 

10      I'll reach out to him and address your concerns 

11      and hopefully within the next few days or so 

12      we'll see some improvement.

13                MS. HINES:  Okay, thank you. 

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me, 

15      through the Chair and I will also call Sid Bogen 

16      who is the Chief of the Transit Police, I just 

17      want to say --

18                MS. HINES:  They ride around in they 

19      cars and harass the teenagers.  One night I was 

20      there and a boy was playing with a couple of 

21      girls, you know like teenagers do --

22                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Ma'am  --

23                MS. HINES:  And they handcuffed him.

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Could you pause  

25      and let the Commissioner speak?
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Unfortunately 

2      there's been a lot of issues with the Transit 

3      Center and it's really despicable because it's 

4      named the Rosa Parks Transit Center and in 1954 

5      she refused to give up her seat on the bus, so 

6      that should be ground zero.  Like the Rosa Parks 

7      Transit Center, it should be clean, it should be 

8      safe and it should be ground zero. 

9                It's just like the Detroit Police 

10      Department went into the -- was it Martin Luther 

11      King Homes a number of times.  I consider that 

12      ground zero also. 

13                Those are places that -- just for the 

14      namesake, we ought to keep it clean and make sure 

15      the people are safe and that people can come 

16      there and sit and wait on the next bus or 

17      whatever, but I will make a phone call too 

18      because that -- I mean.  It's been issues 

19      historically down there in terms of how it's kept 

20      and also issues pertaining to crime that was 

21      going on down there.  Yes, ma'am.

22                MS. HINES:  Yes.  

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.  

24      Yes, ma'am.

25                MS. NORRIS:  Once again, I'm Kelly 
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1      Norris here again because I still can't get any 

2      reasonable answers to my brother's murder. 

3                I tried to contact you, Ms. Hall.  I 

4      haven't received a call back.  Mr. Ron Scott has 

5      helped our family in regarding the police trying 

6      to burn evidence.  When my bother was first 

7      murdered Mr. Scott found out that the officers 

8      were trying to burn his clothing. 

9                He contacted Commander Bettison who 

10      instructed the officers not to do that.  Right 

11      now my brother's clothes cannot be found.  That's 

12      important because that said my brother tried to 

13      shoot the bar owner and also burned the building 

14      down. 

15                The evidence inside of the FOIA says 

16      that my brother's prints were not on the gun.  

17      The witness that shot my brother, his statement 

18      was he didn't see my brother with a gun, that he 

19      heard some shots and he just was scared when he 

20      seen my brother running. 

21                When people are at a bar and they hear 

22      shots, they run.  My brother and the bar owner 

23      never knew each other.  After three years I 

24      finally got Deputy Chief Levalley to reopen the 

25      case.  Captain Decker refused to reopen the case 
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1      numerous of times that I contacted him. 

2                Deputy Chief Levalley said that there 

3      were too many discrepancies in the case.  He had 

4      a problem with the shooter saying that when he 

5      got finished shooting my brother, he went back in 

6      the building and finished counting money.  There 

7      was no aggressive questioning in these witnesses 

8      or the shooter.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, this is an 

10      ongoing homicide investigation.

11                MS. NORRIS:  It's not any more.  

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, I think you 

13      want to communicate to the Deputy Chief.  It's a 

14      homicide investigation, is that correct?

15                MS. NORRIS:  It's closed.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, you 

17      communicated with Deputy Chief Levalley and you 

18      also talked to Deputy Chief Hall in reference to 

19      that.  It's something that we cannot engage in if 

20      it's an ongoing homicide investigation.  No case 

21      is really closed until -- I'll let you expound on 

22      that.

23                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Basically you have 

24      spoken to Deputy Chief Levalley and it is to my 

25      understanding -- I have not received any call 
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1      from you, so I apologize, I'm not aware of you 

2      actually calling.

3                MS. NORRIS:  I can show you my phone 

4      where I've called your office, I spoke with your 

5      secretary.  I applauded you for being a black 

6      female Deputy Chief here in the city of Detroit.  

7      I seen you on the news and I was very impressed 

8      on how you spoke and how you handled yourself in 

9      the media.  That's why I reached out to you.

10                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  But I have not 

11      received a message from you, so I apologize if 

12      that's my staff.

13                MS. NORRIS:  That's the way the City 

14      works.  When you call people, they don't get the 

15      message.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, ma'am  --

17                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  But I do want to 

18      let you know that it is to my understanding that 

19      Deputy Chief Levalley has basically opened this 

20      case and looked at it ad nauseam and that the 

21      answers that you have been given are the only 

22      answers that are available. 

23                We can definitely talk if you leave me 

24      -- we can talk tonight or you're welcome to come 

25      by my office. 
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1                MS. NORRIS:  How do you know that 

2      Deputy Levalley  --

3                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Because I've been 

4      here at the board meetings when he's spoken about 

5      it.

6                MS. NORRIS:  I understand.   The other 

7      thing I wanted to say about the Commission Board 

8      is that when I came to you and I brought the case 

9      before you, I have the FOIA, I have the flat out 

10      police report, that fabrication of evidence and 

11      intentional lies that the police officers told 

12      and you guys turned me down.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, can I 

14      interrupt you?  We're going to have to end the 

15      discussion.  I explained to you, we do not handle 

16      or process ongoing criminality.  It's a homicide.  

17      We have no authority. 

18                The Deputy Chief already responded.  If 

19      you want to talk with her after, you can 

20      entertain that, but we have to cut off the 

21      discussion.  Thank you.

22                MS. NORRIS:   When I made a complaint 

23      with you guys, that was -- it was an ongoing 

24      discussion.  It was an ongoing investigation when 

25      I made a complaint.  
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Why don't you meet 

2      with our Supervising Investigator right there and 

3      we can talk about it.

4                MS. NORRIS:  And that's what I'm trying 

5      to tell you.  I've met with Investigator McConico 

6      for two hours.  They refused to reopen the 

7      investigation and they wouldn't even let her look 

8      at the file.  Now, why couldn't she look at the 

9      file?  The police sabotaged my brother's case.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, thank you. 

11                Yes, sir.

12                MR. YOUNG:  Good evening, Board.  My 

13      name is Daniel Young and I represent the 

14      Metropolitan Cab Association.  I have a couple of 

15      questions. 

16                First question I have is why are the 

17      cabs, city cabs, getting tickets the way they 

18      getting tickets?  They're getting -- not a civil 

19      infraction ticket, but misdemeanor tickets which 

20      are civil infraction.  And my other complaint is 

21      why are the police talking to us like we are 

22      kids?  They're talking to grown men like we are 

23      kids.

24                That's the questions I have for you to 

25      address.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Deputy Chief Hall, 

2      would you respond, please?

3                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Your first question 

4      is why are the --

5                MR. YOUNG:  In the downtown area why 

6      are the cabs getting tickets the way they're 

7      getting tickets?

8                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  I'm not -- well, 

9      we've visited this through City Council and cab 

10      drivers, we've been instructed not to issue 

11      tickets for certain offenses, but cab drivers are 

12      not exempt from receiving tickets at all. 

13                If you commit a crime, some civil 

14      infraction, you will be ticketed.  If there are 

15      certain -- is Capt. Petty still here?  Capt. 

16      Petty, can you come to the podium?

17                Cab drivers for the city of Detroit, 

18      there are certain areas where we have not 

19      solidified certain areas of your responsibility 

20      so those areas, officers are not able to ticket 

21      you, but they are able to ticket you in other 

22      areas and that's why you're receiving tickets. 

23                To talk about how -- why officers are 

24      speaking to you like you're children, I would 

25      need to know which officers you're speaking of.
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1                It is my understanding, it is my 

2      mandate as a Deputy Chief of Police that we 

3      respect all citizens so I have no idea who you've 

4      come in contact with, but if you can tell me that 

5      officer's name I will ensure that that officer 

6      never speaks to you in that manner again.

7                MR. YOUNG:  An officer down at Atwater, 

8      there's a guy called Cranston --

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Why don't we do 

10      this.

11                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Let Capt. Petty -- 

12      can Capt. Petty speak.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let the captain 

14      respond.  If you have a specific complaint 

15      against a police officer, you can see our 

16      supervisor Nelson over here to my left and he can 

17      entertain that after the meeting, okay. 

18                So I'll let the captain respond and we 

19      have met extensively in reference to this issue 

20      with Council and also the Chief had a meeting 

21      with the Cab Drivers Association.  I don't know 

22      if you was involved with that, but Captain, go 

23      ahead.

24                CAPT. PETTY:  Yeah, through the Chair.  

25      We met with the Mayor's office and we had a 
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1      mandated moratorium to reduce two infractions on 

2      the cabs and that was the trip sheets where they 

3      weren't putting addresses down.  They still had 

4      to have a proper trip sheet, but they didn't have 

5      to write the addresses and we relaxed the 

6      standing zones because with all the buildings 

7      coming up, they don't have the proper areas to 

8      handle that. 

9                Now, Cranston works for me, so I'll 

10      deal with that sidebar with him and find out 

11      what's going on.  But we've been working with the 

12      cabs and meeting with City Council and I've been 

13      meeting with the Chief and the DC almost monthly 

14      to try to fix, because what has happened is in 

15      the downtown area there hasn't been any 

16      enforcement for years, pretty much my whole 

17      career. 

18                Now, you have a Traffic Enforcement 

19      Unit, so now it seems like they're being picked 

20      on and they're just every day doing it, so I talk 

21      to my guys every day and I say if they're doing 

22      something wrong, deal with it.  They don't have 

23      like a free-for-all to just go through the city, 

24      but those two things and if it's something that 

25      needs discretion, I talk to the association on a 
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1      regular basis, so it's still a work in progress, 

2      but we're working on it. 

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

5      Chair, also Capt. Petty I attended some of those 

6      -- with you -- some of those forums pertaining 

7      with the cab drivers.  Ron Scott was also there, 

8      Coalition Against Police Brutality, and the Chief 

9      of course. 

10                And there was an administrative message 

11      that was issued a few months back, I recall 

12      reading it, pertaining to the ticketing and also 

13      too there was a discussion at the forums about 

14      the cab -- what is it -- cab taxi stands 

15      downtown, that they were limited and that you 

16      were going to move them I guess to different 

17      areas as the construction proceeded to take some 

18      of these -- downtown construction proceeded to 

19      take up some of these taxi stands.

20                CAPT. PETTY:  Correct, and we're doing 

21      an assessment now and each event is different, so 

22      depending on if it's hockey which it's hockey 

23      season, then we're giving them alternative areas 

24      where they can park and I've given my guys 

25      instructions if they're in a bad spot, ask them 



12/11/201412/11/2014

Page 70

1      to move as opposed to writing them tickets. 

2                So I mean I'm still getting a few 

3      incidents, but I'll talk to this gentleman out 

4      here and I'll square that away.  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  There's been a 

6      formal process.  I don't know if this young man 

7      is involved with that, but hopefully there is an 

8      entity that represents you that we've been 

9      engaging for quite some time now, so hopefully 

10      you'll take advantage of that, but the captain 

11      will speak to you afterwards.

12                Thank you, sir, for bringing this to 

13      our attention. 

14                MS. HINES:  My name is Sandra Hines  

15      and the statement I would like to make is that 

16      Chief Craig indicated on the news this past week 

17      that he was going to be issuing Tasers or that 

18      there was some concern about whether or not the 

19      Detroit Police Department should carry Tasers. 

20                I just wanted to make sure that the 

21      Commission understands that there is a large 

22      majority of people in the community that is not 

23      in favor of that particular -- in other words, 

24      for him to -- procedure, whatever it is, weapons.

25                If another weapon -- we view this as 
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1      another weapon.  It goes back to what Ms. Kim 

2      Sharobi was saying in terms of the difference 

3      between policing and the difference between 

4      safety.  We view that as another weapon that will 

5      hurt a lot of people who may be Tased for 

6      something that's really not major, but because 

7      they trying to get the person in control instead 

8      of them using their training that they receive 

9      from the academy of how you talk people down and 

10      de-escalate and how you treat -- and like my 

11      sister was talking about in the cab driver in 

12      terms of being friendly, you know, it's more 

13      hostility. 

14                It's more hostility towards the 

15      community.  It's another way to just kill people 

16      and to say that you get zapped that you might not 

17      die, who's willing to take that chance.  Who 

18      wants to be electrocuted, even if it ain't 

19      nothing but for one second. 

20                I saw them when we stopped it when they 

21      tried to implement Tasers back in '11, 2011, and 

22      we stopped it and we protested and we shot them 

23      down.  Here they coming back with it again. 

24                I saw the police -- the Commissioner, 

25      the Police Commissioner get zapped and fall down 
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1      and moan and scream.  I was there when they just 

2      said -- shook and had a seizure, and so we're 

3      saying that just -- we don't want them to think 

4      that it's a large number of people out there 

5      supporting that we implement Tasers. 

6                We want to see like Kim said and all 

7      the other people that came up anything you guys 

8      said in terms of the coalition.  We want to see 

9      that happen as opposed to him implement Tasers.  

10      We're going to fight that.  I just want you to 

11      know, he's up against a major fight if he does 

12      that.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, ma'am.  It's 

14      been duly noted.  It's not before this body at 

15      this time, but this Commission, this Board has 

16      addressed that in the past and I'm pretty sure 

17      that we'll have an opportunity in the future if 

18      that's going to come about in some form, we will 

19      have dialog and discussion on that issue, and 

20      thank you for standing your ground in terms of 

21      stating how you feel about it.

22                I'm pretty sure others have too, but 

23      it's not before us at this time, but I can't 

24      respond to what the Chief has said in public, but 

25      we are aware.  It's been duly noted, we recorded 
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1      that. 

2                Yes, ma'am.

3                MS. PANNELL:  Good evening, Sharon 

4      Pannell, 2nd Precinct volunteer and I wear 

5      several hats.  I'm an AT&T retiree.  I'm going to 

6      piggyback on that lady's safety.  I was over at 

7      Enjoy Again on West Eight Mile and Telegraph. 

8                We wasn't in there for five minutes 

9      before my friend's brand new Chrysler got broke 

10      into.  We like to patronize all the businesses in 

11      Detroit.  We want to give back and go around and 

12      enjoy our meal and we want to enjoy it in safety.  

13      We don't want to be afraid. 

14                I had two girls jump up and run because 

15      the girl's car got broke into.  We shouldn't have 

16      to live in fear like that, especially at 2 

17      o'clock in the afternoon.  

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am, I 

19      understand.

20                MS. PANNELL:   I've already addressed 

21      the captain.  I just wanted to be on record.  

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

23                MS. PANNELL:  And Deputy Hall said she 

24      was going to speak on it. 

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Deputy Chief Hall, 
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1      you want to speak on it?

2                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  We talked about it 

3      yesterday, you brought it up to me and we are on 

4      top of it as we speak.

5                MS. PANNELL:  Thank you very much 

6      because we like to patronize not only the black 

7      people in Detroit, we got Detroit period.

8                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Absolutely.

9                MS. PANNELL:  And we want to be safe 

10      because we're all over 60.

11                DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, ma'am.

12                MS. PANNELL:  Okay, thank you very much 

13      and merry Christmas.

14                MR. SCOTT.  I can't outdo Mr. Pannell.  

15      Commissioners and Commissioner Vann and new 

16      commissioners, thank you.

17                I just wanted to say that I believe 

18      that this point in history represents an 

19      opportunity for we as people in this city to come 

20      together and to avoid some of the things that 

21      created this Commission. 

22                Ferguson is where Detroit was in 1967  

23      or 1971 or '72.  Ferguson is where you had STRESS 

24      officers shooting individuals from another 

25      department.  We come this long road where we 
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1      started in 1996.  We've had 10 years of Consent 

2      Decree and I might add we have two more years to 

3      have oversight to look at that. 

4                So I would suggest to the Commission 

5      that since we have two years to evaluate what's 

6      going on that we have Barbara McQuade come in and 

7      that we ask Eric Holder to instruct her if she 

8      won't come in to address how the Police 

9      Commission's powers and the trust that people 

10      have in it in terms of adjudicating as an 

11      administrative law function ascertaining their 

12      rights under the Constitution, U.S. Constitution, 

13      not only the Charter, how that would compromise 

14      the retreat or the removal of the Consent Decree. 

15                She has been silent on it.  She has not 

16      said a word about it and that relates directly 

17      to the civil rights component of the U.S. Justice 

18      Department. 

19                As we know, Mr. Holder has spoke very 

20      strongly recently and he needs to speak strongly 

21      about these kinds of things because this body has 

22      been asked by other oversight bodies around the 

23      country to give your insight in relationship to 

24      the oversight of the military. 

25                Secondly, since we have a 
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1      representative of the Mayor's office here, I look 

2      forward to ascertaining from the Mayor how is it 

3      that as a Mayor you take the oath of office to 

4      defend and protect the U.S. Constitution and the 

5      13th Amendment in terms of citizenship rights, 

6      the 14th amendment in terms of equal protection, 

7      all of them fall under this body. 

8                So I'm standing here and I would have 

9      to say I'm not going to wait a year for this body 

10      to have its power.  These young people who've 

11      stood out in the cold have shown us the way in 

12      terms of some things that we may need to do. 

13                I don't want to be disrespectful, but I 

14      think any time my rights as a citizen, as a 

15      voting citizen, have been abrogated by virtue of 

16      saying I have to wait a year to have my rights, 

17      then I'm willing to throw a left to get my 

18      rights.

19                So I'm saying it's a Federal 

20      Constitutional issue and I don't -- we can have 

21      the meeting and I appreciate Donnell and what the 

22      NAACP is doing and what we're doing and I'm 

23      willing to talk when talking is reasonable. 

24                But at this point, and you know, 

25      Commissioner Bell, and thank you for giving me 
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1      the deference for a little extra time, you know 

2      as well as I do when your office -- and you know 

3      some things behind the scenes that you might not 

4      want to say here -- when the disrespect of this 

5      body, the utter disrespect of the citizens who 

6      went out and voted for this matter is abrogated, 

7      you ask me to wait, I'm going to say like the old 

8      civil rights phrase, it's freedom now, I ain't 

9      waiting for nothing.  

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

11      Mr. Scott.  As you well know, we are not waiting, 

12      we are going to exercise every opportunity to 

13      pursue this in so many different ways and that's 

14      quite clear. 

15                I think this Board was committed to 

16      that task.  I assume there's no other oral 

17      communications from the audience. 

18                Ma'am?

19                MS. HARDING:  I just need to say 

20      briefly, I need -- since the mini station wasn't 

21      -- I'm going back to that.

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, I'm sorry,  

23      you cannot go back to that.

24                MS. HARDING:  Oh, no, just a minute, 

25      please.  I just needed some room so I can share 
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1      -- see, I'm a community person.  

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ma'am, could I say 

3      this?  You're going to meet with the Deputy 

4      Chief, yes, after the meeting and --

5                MS. HARDING:  Okay.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And the captain of 

7      the precinct and you can address your concerns 

8      one-on-one and I'm pretty sure you're going to be 

9      satisfied with that type of explanation.

10                MS. HARDING:  Okay.  

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And thank you.  

12      Once again, I want to apologize for being late.  

13      I know the 2nd Precinct had a welcome format and 

14      it's good to see all of you here. 

15                If this is your first meeting, make 

16      sure it's not your last.  This Board of 

17      Commissioners represents you, the people, and we 

18      are duly charged to engage and hear your 

19      concerns, address those concerns, so you do not 

20      have to wait until a meeting, you can contact 

21      this office, whether it be a formal complaint or 

22      informal inquiry, either a Commissioner in your 

23      district or our Board Secretary Mr. Anthony, we 

24      are available for you, so it's almost like 24/7.

25                But I want to say on a closing note 
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1      majority 99.9 of the Detroit Police Department in 

2      this city and in this state and in this country 

3      is here to serve.  We have some issues, but any 

4      profession have issues, but the bottom line is I 

5      think there's a movement to address those issues 

6      and we are on board to address those issues to 

7      make sure -- as you mentioned, your 

8      recommendation, we take that under advisement. 

9                If the Attorney General would be so 

10      kind to come to this body, the Justice Department 

11      is monitoring the city of Detroit DPD for the 

12      next couple of years.  Those issues are before 

13      us. 

14                We spent 11 years, we spent $80,000 a 

15      month for 11 years dealing with that, so we do 

16      not want to walk away.  We're not the same 

17      department as we were in 2003, but this is 2014, 

18      but we know the concern is on the people's mind.

19                And young people watching all that on 

20      TV, tell that mom to turn the TV off.  You do not 

21      have to watch that type of engagement.  There's 

22      some educational activity that a young person 

23      need not go to sleep having nightmares.  Turn the 

24      TV off.  You should turn it off. 

25                Sometimes so much negative, you should 
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1      not want to go to bed and have your kids watch  

2      it.  You should really monitor, so I'm going to 

3      get off the soapbox and say Commissioner Warfield 

4      did not make it tonight. 

5                Perhaps in the future he will come out.  

6      He's our past Board member and past Chair and I'm 

7      happy to see Bishop Vann, Commissioner Vann, on 

8      board.

9                I'm looking forward to Conrad Mallett 

10      as being a Police Commissioner.  We're looking 

11      forward to representing you, so do not give up 

12      hope. I just really feel as though that when all 

13      this comes together, we're going to be better off 

14      in terms of law enforcement, but we have to do 

15      our part because life matters, black, white, red 

16      or yellow, life matters. 

17                We're losing too many people in this 

18      city and in this country as you well know.  You 

19      look at the homicide rates and I attended a forum 

20      under Rev. Bullock in terms of it matters, so we 

21      just cannot get on the soapbox, we have to do our 

22      part.

23                Protesting is good, but you need an 

24      organized effort to change things, so as 

25      Commissioner White said, get involved.  Do not be 
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1      that spectator that's on the side just running 

2      your lips. 

3                So I just want to encourage you and 

4      that's why you're here.  You are the leaders of 

5      this community, that's why you're here, so thank 

6      you for coming out and our next meeting is next 

7      week 3 o'clock.

8                And once again, have a safe holiday and 

9      have a safe -- we have to -- I cannot leave until 

10      we have a motion to adjourn. 

11                COMMISSIONERS TAYLOR:  So moved.

12                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 

14      moved and second.  Ready for the question?

15                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  The 

17      motion passes.  We stand adjourned.  

18                          (Proceedings concluded at 

19      8:07 p.m.)
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