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1                          *  *  *

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good afternoon.  I welcome

3 you to the weekly Thursday meeting of the Board of

4 Police Commission.  It's good to see all of you in the

5 house this afternoon.  It's cold outside, but our heart

6 is warm on the inside.  So at this time, I'm going to

7 ask our board secretary, Mr. George Anthony, to

8 introduce the commissioners.  And I am Willie Bell,

9 your chair.

10           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, sir.  George

11 Anthony for the record.

12           Commissioner Lisa Carter has asked to be

13 excused, Mr. Chair.

14           Commissioner Willie E. Burton is running

15 late.

16           Commissioner Wendell L. Bird.

17           Commissioner Reginald Crawford.

18           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

19           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

20 Moore.

21           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

22           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Richard

23 Shelby has asked to be excuse.

24           Commissioner Jessica Taylor has asked do be

25 excused.  And Commissioner Donnell R. White.
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1           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Present.

2           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, we do not have

3 is quorum at this point.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.

5 And to my extreme left, sitting in for Chief Craig is

6 Deputy Chief Renee Hall.

7           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, sir.  Good

8 afternoon.

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Let us pause and pray.

10           (Invocation given.)

11           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So without a quorum, let

12 us just pause to maybe conduct some informal business

13 of the board, and we cannot approve the agenda at this

14 time.  But we can report out.  Can we conduct report

15 out?

16           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  We can report out,

17 Mr. Chair, just for the introduction of the staff.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

19           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you.  Present we

20 have Ms. Pamela Davis Drake from -- our chief

21 investigator from the office of the chief investigator.

22 We have recording our proceeding Sergeant Allen Quinn.

23 Ms. Trisha Houpt Cameron from Hanson Court Reporting

24 service.  And also present is Attorney Linda Bernard,

25 our newly appointed attorney to the board.  That
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1 completes the introduction.

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

3           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Uh-huh.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  At this time I would like

5 to ask Commissioner Donnell White who just returned

6 from his trip to perhaps report out in terms of some

7 remarks to that extent.

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

9 It's good to see some familiar faces and my weekly

10 smiles that I get from the audience.  It's a pleasure

11 to be back.  For those of you who know, I did miss

12 probably about a month or so of meetings.  I was

13 participating in a fellowship program through the

14 German Marshall Fund of the United States where myself

15 and 15 of my colleagues from throughout the United

16 States had an opportunity to travel to Europe for 30

17 days.

18           And we all traveled to different places, but

19 I had the pleasure of going to Brussels, Belgium;

20 Lubeck, Germany; Lisbon, Portugal; Belgrade, Serbia;

21 and Paris, France, where we met with members of

22 parliament, thought shapers, and opinion shapers,

23 business leaders, and community activists alike to

24 begin the conversation around transatlantic cooperation

25 between Europe and America.  So that was the first
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1 phase.  We are back, excited in our respective

2 communities and already working towards the next step.

3 There's an upcoming conference in Berlin and a number

4 of other things that are happening around the world to

5 continue this conversation.  So the German Marshall

6 Fund picks 75 fellows annually from about 35 different

7 nations they did interviews from.  So it's an awesome

8 opportunity.  You have to be 28 to 40.  If you know

9 individuals who fit that bill who may be interested, I

10 would certainly be happy to nominate them for this

11 process which takes place annually.

12           So, again, I'm glad to be back, Mr. Chair.

13 I'm sure I will more formally share some things at a

14 later date that I think would be beneficial not only to

15 Detroit but certainty this department in terms of best

16 practices and things that I've had an opportunity to

17 experience while in Europe.  So thank you for this

18 moment.

19           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  And we're

20 looking forward to that report, and it's good to have

21 you back.  And I know the NAACP family is happy that

22 you're back.

23           And I'm going to ask Deputy Chief Hall to

24 introduce her staff from -- not her staff, but Chief

25 Craig's staff, from the Detroit Police Department at
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1 this time.  Thank you.

2           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, sir.  We have Second

3 Deputy Chief Celia Washington.  We have Commander

4 Bettison, Lieutenant Yasso.  We have Captain Solano

5 from the DDC.  We have Commander Simpson who just

6 walked in, and we also have Sergeant Perkins.  I just

7 want to say good evening.  And if you wanted me to do

8 just a little report out --

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

10           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Just want to continue to

11 talk about the downward trends that we're having as it

12 relates to crime.  We are seeing some phenomenal

13 numbers as I look across, because I have patrol, look

14 across our precincts, we're seeing double digit

15 reductions all the way across.  We just thank you for

16 your citizen support.  Most of you are so very active,

17 and we appreciate that.

18           As we continue to trend downward, just

19 something that we're putting in place for the holiday

20 season, all of the captains have identified various

21 robbery patterns that have been a problem or

22 problematic locations in the past.  We've put together

23 enforcement efforts to ensure that we are proactively

24 going after those locations instead of being reactive

25 to those locations.  So that's something that we're
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1 doing across the city in hopes to continue to push

2 crime down in the City of Detroit.

3           We also have a restore order that's scheduled

4 for a date coming to you very, very soon in your area.

5 With this restore order, it will be targeted to ensure

6 that we're giving out baskets in that respective area.

7 It will not be where we're going to a location doing a

8 drug raid and then giving out a basket.  We've

9 strategically contacted Family Independent Agency, the

10 Department of State, found needy families in the area,

11 and we'll be passing out Thanksgiving baskets to those

12 individuals.

13           Respectively we are also partnering with CBS

14 radio for Christmas.  So we're doing a signature -- a

15 Sergeant Santa event and the chief will serve as

16 Kringle Craig.  So he will be Santa clause, so to

17 speak, for the day.  Each precinct is receiving bins

18 throughout the city where citizens, businesses, and the

19 like will be able to donate toys.  Each precinct will

20 identify one family that we will give a list of toys to

21 that respective family based on how many children are

22 at that location.  And then we will strategically give

23 out additional toys in those respective precincts.  So

24 our goal is to touch as many families as we can.  We

25 recognize that our responsibilities is to enforce the
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1 laws, but we also recognize that we are community

2 driven and we want to be able to help as much as we

3 can.  So those are some of the things that the Detroit

4 Police Department is doing right now as it relates to

5 crime and just being festive for the holidays.

6           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Did I hear you say that

7 the chief is going to play Santa clause.

8           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Kringle Craig is what

9 he's going to be called.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Kringle Craig.  I'm old

11 fashioned.  Okay.  What that mean?

12           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  He's Santa clause.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I thought Santa clause had

14 to be 6 feet, 200 some pounds, and other occasions.

15 But he going to play Santa clause?

16           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes.  Yes.

17           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  I'm looking forward

18 to taking a picture.  So that's a good thing.  Chief

19 got a sense of humor, right?

20           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, he does.

21           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner Crawford?

22           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  Through the

23 chair, Deputy Chief Hall, I just wanted to state --

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Can we pause one second?

25 Commissioner Wendell Byrd has taken his seat.  So we
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1 now have a quorum, is that right, Mr. Secretary?

2           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Yes.

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Continue on, Commissioner

4 Crawford.

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just want to say

6 the work is appreciated, the hard work.  Chief Craig,

7 you, your staff, and all the police officers in Detroit

8 Police Department who go out every day and put it all

9 on the line, and the work is really appreciated in

10 terms of the reduction in crime.

11           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Thank you.  And I just

12 want to commend you as well as the rest of the

13 commissioners.  When you guys find something that is

14 plaguing the city or plaguing different areas, you

15 contact us, so we appreciate that, so we can better

16 serve the citizens.  So thank you.

17           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other comments or any

19 other commissioners in reference to the Deputy Chief

20 report?

21           All right.  At this time, I'm going to ask

22 the commissioners to approve the agenda for this

23 meeting here on November the 20th.

24           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

25           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Support.
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1           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

2 and supported.  Ready for the question.  Those in

3 favor?

4           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, if I may

5 interrupt, I would just like to ask if the agenda can

6 be amended to reflect a secretary's report under

7 officer's report.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.  Are we

9 agreeable to that?  Those in favor?

10           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

11           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

12 carried.  There are no minutes for this meeting here.

13 That's been tabled to our next meeting.

14           And we can move onto item No. 8.  I don't

15 have an -- I don't really have an official report.  I'm

16 going to ask Commissioner Crawford to report out on our

17 form at the counsel on Tuesday morning at 10:00.

18           Would you do the honor, please, if you want

19 to share some remarks about that.

20           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  You really

21 want me to do that?

22           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Just briefly.  Just

23 briefly.

24           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  We attended the

25 counsel session.  And, of course, that was in reference
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1 to emergency manager order No. 42.  Quite a, I guess

2 the word is, lively discussion or expression, one might

3 say, of views.

4           And in essence -- well, the counsel -- I'm

5 talking about Detroit City Council says, that the

6 emergency manager signed the order.  So am I correct?

7 And I would assume that he's the one that can rescind

8 it.  And that emergency matter order takes power away

9 from the commission.

10           I realize the Detroit Police Department has

11 operations called restore order and it's been very

12 successful.  But we need to be the -- the commission

13 needs to have its power restored, and the commission

14 needs to be unchained.  That's why I'm wearing leg

15 irons today and will continue to wear them until we're

16 fully empowered again, so to speak.  The leg irons

17 aren't coming off.  I'll be at every meeting with these

18 leg irons on.  And it's not symbolic, and I'm not being

19 silly the least bit.  But I'm serious because I don't

20 feel that any -- there's a city charter.

21           As a matter of fact, I have attended along

22 with Commissioner Bell and a few of the other

23 commissioners recruit academy class graduations.  And

24 those officers raise their right hand and swear to

25 uphold the United States Constitution, the Constitution
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1 of the State of Michigan, and the Detroit city charter.

2           So it's -- when one takes an oath of office

3 to uphold the charter and there are those that want to

4 be in violation of the charter, then we have to stand

5 against that.  This is not personal, and ultimately it

6 will probably be addressed in the courts.  So be it.

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  If I might add, I just

8 want to say that it was a good forum.  We had an

9 opportunity to speak to the counsel approximately 30

10 minutes and they sympathized with us.  They were in a

11 position not too long ago and -- but emergency order 42

12 is what it is.  But they're looking forward to having

13 the opportunity one year, once the bankruptcy process

14 is completed, then they can weigh in on it, and I think

15 it will be favorable.  We didn't get a resolution to

16 that effect, but we would continue to advocate their

17 support in reference to it.

18           We also spoke to the possibility of amending

19 the charter in 2016 and we addressed that.  As far as

20 best practice, we are the best practice in Detroit.  As

21 far as the board police commission, that's been

22 established since 1974.  So we had that type of

23 exchange, and we're looking for more interaction with

24 the counsel and other organizations.  We had good press

25 in the Detroit News on Monday and also on Tuesday.  I
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1 want to thank Ms. Pannell for attending.  And I heard

2 you clapping and cheering back there.

3           And the counsel was just saying -- they

4 didn't even respond.  They didn't allow the support.

5 So we just want to get the word out in reference to

6 this issue.  It's very crucial.

7           And I had interacted with my cousin who lives

8 in Ferguson, Missouri, and what's happening there and

9 they empaneled a large commission, black and white,

10 people from all walks of life, and she was impressed

11 with that.  But they are boarded up like there's a

12 storm coming in New Orleans.  They are boarded up in

13 terms of the business community.  But if they had had

14 perhaps a board like ours, then they would not be in

15 that position in my opinion.  But that's something to

16 move towards commission dealing with oversight.  So we

17 had that type of discussion with the counsel,

18 councilman Spivey and Councilman Cushingberry.  And

19 councilman president spoke to the fact that she was

20 involved in lobbying to change the charter to allow the

21 commission to be elected, and she understand the

22 frustration and she -- she's with us.  She's definitely

23 understanding the charter and the mandates.

24           So I just want to say that board secretary,

25 Mr. Anthony did a great job in terms of preparation and
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1 definite Commissioner Crawford made a strong statement

2 at that forum.  So it was well received.  We just need

3 to go forward on those issues.  So we're looking

4 forward to being patient but continue to take care of

5 business.

6           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Pardon me, sir.  I

7 might add that the emergency manager order No. 42 is

8 really disenfranchised not only to the voters in my

9 district but also the voters in the City of Detroit.

10 And having said that, also too that it being -- when we

11 talk about Ferguson, we need to pray for Ferguson.  But

12 at this date and time, Detroit is no different than

13 Ferguson because they didn't have any oversight.  And

14 emergency manager order No. 42 takes away the civilian

15 oversight from the Detroit Police Department.

16           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We can move forward to --

17 item No. 2 is not on the agenda.  But board secretary

18 is going to report out.

19           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

20 This is the citizens complaint reports for October

21 2014.  The 2014 monthly counter-complaints for October

22 was 103; compared with the same period in 2013 of 137.

23 This represents a 25 percent decrease.  The

24 year-to-date figure for 2014 is 1,118; compared to last

25 year, the same period, of 1,100, represents a 2 percent
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1 increase.

2           At the end of October 2014, the office of the

3 chief investigator had open investigations, 219.  Cases

4 filed, 1,118.  Cases closed 1,173.

5           Of the 103 cases filed in October 2014,

6 41 percent involved unknown officers.  The alleged

7 known units involved leading in complaints filed in

8 October 2014 were the 12th precinct at 15 percent, the

9 8th Precinct at 8 percent, and the 3rd precinct at

10 7 percent.  The 103 cases filed in October 2014

11 involved 185 allegations where the leading areas of

12 concern were procedure at 31 percent, demeanor at

13 25 percent, service at 14 percent, and force at

14 12 percent.

15           The next part of the report deals with closed

16 complaints.  There were 138 cases closed in October

17 2014 involving 274 allegations where the findings were

18 not sustained, 52 percent, exonerated 15 percent,

19 unfounded 13 percent, and sustained 7 percent.

20           The leading areas of concern in the

21 138 closed cases were, procedure at 42 percent,

22 demeanor at 27 percent, force at 9 percent, service at

23 7 percent.

24           Mr. Chair, that completes the report.

25           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Any
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1 comments?  Commissioners?  Any comments?  Questions.

2           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Through

3 the chair, Mr. Anthony, Board Secretary, in compiling

4 these stats and also here on unknown officer

5 allegations --

6           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Yes, sir.

7           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  -- you, I guess,

8 collaborated with Chief Drake?

9           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Absolutely, sir.

10 Absolutely.

11           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just want to thank

12 you for the hard work, that's all, the two of you.  I

13 really appreciate this because it's so important to

14 track as the police department has done so recently the

15 downward trends for -- let's just say hopefully they're

16 not trends.  But let's just say the down -- the

17 downward status in terms of the complaints as to crime.

18 Thank you, Chief Drake.

19           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Standing

20 committee reports?  Okay.  And new business?  Old

21 business?

22           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I have something for

23 new business.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.  Commissioner

25 Burton is now present 5 minutes ago in terms of taking
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1 his seat.  Let the record reflect that.

2           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  A lifetime achievement

3 award by this board, resolution to Delores Payne for

4 her outstanding work that she's doing in the community

5 as far as for young people and also that adopt a kid or

6 adopt a child for Christmas, which she's been doing for

7 many many years.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So you just reporting?

9 It's nothing we have to act on until you bring forth

10 the recommendation.

11           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yes.  I'd like a motion

12 for that.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I think the motion would

14 not be -- until we get some documentation on it, we can

15 entertain that.  So we would actually -- until we get

16 something to the effect, if you just verbalize

17 something, written documentation, then we can entertain

18 that at the time.

19           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I think we can go to a

20 vote right now.  It's a resolution for somebody that

21 lives in my district that does a lot of great work in

22 the community.  I think she needs to be recognized by

23 this board.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I don't see any other

25 response.  Commissioner, I just think that we need some
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1 form of documentation in reference to what you're

2 echoing.  And so if you could bring forth that.

3           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Just a point of

4 information, Mr. Chair.  If I understand you correctly,

5 you're asking Commissioner Burton to memorialize his

6 resolution in writing that we may vote by this body.

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That is correct.

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Okay.  I certainly would

9 be in favor.  But I just wanted to make sure that the

10 chair was --

11           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We have a process for

12 this.  So that's something that I think we need to talk

13 about, you know.  But that pretty much would be the

14 essence of what we're asking for in reference to trying

15 to respond to it.

16           Announcements.  No meeting the week of

17 November the 24th through 28th due to Thanksgiving

18 recess.  The chair would entertain a motion to take

19 that Thanksgiving recess per the charter.  What is your

20 pleasure?

21           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

22           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Discussion here.

23           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  There should first be a

24 second before --

25           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Did I hear a motion?
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1           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

2           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Second.

3           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

4 and seconded.  Question?

5           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  This is in

6 reference to following the charter, per the charter?

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's correct.  I

8 mentioned that.  Right.  Right.

9           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  That's all.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ready for the question?

11 Those in favor.

12           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed.

14           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Nay.

15           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Motion carried.

16           The next meeting would be on Thursday,

17 December the 4th, 2014, at 3:00 p.m., at Public safety

18 headquarters.

19           Can we move on to item No. 14, oral

20 communications from the audience.  Please come forth if

21 you care to.

22           Let's hold that in abeyance.  We have an

23 update from our last meeting in reference to community

24 -- detention center.

25           CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Correct.  Detroit Detention
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1 Center.  Real briefly, there was a question --

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Identify your.

3           CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Captain Russell Solano,

4 S-o-l-a-n-o.  The last meeting I attended, there was a

5 question regarding MC241, the bond form, whether or not

6 we could use that for the 10 percent bonding.

7           I, in fact, talked to Ms. Denise Jackson from

8 36th District Court.  She's in charge of cashiering.

9 And she assures me that we can use that form.  Until

10 such time that they have the judicial information

11 system form they're able to send that directly to the

12 DDC.  So we are now in the process of using that form.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, questions,

14 concerns?

15           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just want to add

16 that also phone calls are taken -- have been taken at

17 the DDC.

18           CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Yes.

19           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just want to thank

20 the captain and also the lieutenant for all the hard

21 work and the follow up.  And I think you've been here

22 three times.

23           CAPTAIN SOLANO:  That's correct.

24           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And it's -- well,

25 it's my belief that we have it right now.  I say we
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1 because we're all in this together.  I want to thank

2 you for the hard work and also the lieutenant.

3           CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Thank you.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And Assistant Chief White

5 for really --

6           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  I'm sorry.

7           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We appreciate you being

8 patient and coming back and responding to that.

9           CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Absolutely.  Thank you.

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

11           MS. FRASER:  Good afternoon.  My name is

12 Janella Fraser, I'm a lifelong resident of the City of

13 Detroit, 65 plus years.  Unfortunately I was not able

14 to see the City Council meeting or attend the meeting.

15 So I would like some clarification about exactly what

16 power you've lost as the commission because I'm very

17 concerned as a citizen because you are a citizen review

18 board, if I'm not mistaken.  So if the citizens has

19 some issues and they bring it to you and you have no

20 power, then I need some clarification what I can do as

21 a citizen of the City of Detroit, taxpayer.  I mean,

22 I've lived here my entire life, very committed when I

23 could have moved and lived anywhere else, but I made

24 the decision to stay here.  So I'm very concerned,

25 particularly I have a 31-year-old son, black male,
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1 concerned about him and other citizens.  But

2 particularly I'm going to take a personal concern.  So

3 what does the citizen do?  Can someone address that for

4 me, please.

5           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners?

6           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, man.

7 Ms. Fraser, I've known you for years.  You don't live

8 in my district no more.  You live in Commissioner

9 Moore's district.  You, your husband, and family have

10 been active in this community for years.

11           And what emergency manager order No. 42 does

12 is it takes away all the power as stated in the

13 charter, the duties of this elected board of

14 commissioners.  We're the only elected officials that

15 the emergency manager wrote the order for in the 11th

16 hour going out the door.  When I say emergency manager,

17 he's the former emergency manager.  He was on the way

18 out the door when he wrote this.  We don't have any

19 oversight as what's explicit in the charter, the

20 budget.  We review.  We don't submit a budget.  We

21 don't tell the department how to spend money.  We don't

22 appropriate any money.  We don't even have any money.

23 So, therefore, if you think about it, the emergency

24 manager's job was in here for the bankruptcy.  We don't

25 control any money.  So that's one of the issues.



11/20/201411/20/2014

Page 24

1           Also two, the civilian oversight in terms of

2 complaints from the citizens.

3           Three, is in terms of the police officers and

4 the unions need to really look at this, both

5 lieutenants and sergeants and also the DPOA, police

6 officers' union, because in terms of appeals for

7 disciplinary in the disciplinary process, they can

8 ultimately appeal to us or they can appeal to binding

9 arbitration.  So this issue about well, it's just for a

10 year is just totally unacceptable.  We're going to do

11 this for a year and then we're going to -- and by the

12 way, everyone says I didn't do it, I had nothing to do

13 with it, the emergency manager just wrote this order

14 42.  I can tell the truth.  I'm not trying to keep this

15 plain, make it plain, so to speak.  He wrote this

16 order, I guess, in the eleventh hour.  Everyone else,

17 as even a federal judge, bankruptcy judge said restore

18 Democracy to the people, the mayor, the City Council.

19 But for some reason I know the federal judge didn't say

20 this, take the power away from the commission because

21 the citizens elected us.  We're here for your voice.

22 And at a time across America where in light of what's

23 going on in Ferguson and a lot of other cities in

24 America where there's -- the people in the street are

25 calling for more civilian oversight of police
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1 departments, the president, President Obama is calling

2 for more civilian oversight, the halls of congress are

3 calling for more civilian oversight.  So at a time like

4 this when someone wants to -- because in no way have we

5 impeded anything this police department, Detroit Police

6 Department wanted to do.

7           Yes.  We just -- I used to stand at the mic

8 and, you know, just like you did on this side of the

9 table.  I once, check the archives of the commission, I

10 once called this very commission impotent, not us, but

11 this was years ago, those who sat here, about issues in

12 the department and the community.  So that's what has

13 occurred here.  And like I said, the voters of this

14 city have been disenfranchised.  I live here in the

15 city, of course we have to, the seven of us that's

16 elected and also two of those that are appointed,

17 they're affected by this too, the ones that are

18 appointed to this commission and those that will be

19 appointed to this commission by the mayor, Mayor

20 Duggan.  So just to sit here, you know, I came here to

21 sit on this board, but also I'm above board.  I've

22 always stood above board.  So I hope that answers your

23 question.

24           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ma'am, I just want to say

25 that this doesn't impact you directly at this time.  I
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1 think there's a spirit of cooperation with the chief

2 and Detroit Police Department to resolve any concerns

3 you might have in terms of complaints.  We definitely

4 have control over that.  But based on some other inner

5 workings we do not.  But I think there's always been a

6 spirit of cooperation with the chief's office and the

7 DPD that we in accord that we must provide quality

8 public service, safety issues.  So I think there's a

9 spirit of cooperation that we can satisfy you in

10 reference to any of your concerns.  But what you can do

11 directly, we can perhaps interact with you after the

12 meeting, and something to that effect.  There's a

13 movement for you to fully understand basically what is

14 happening in terms of your voting rights impacting the

15 charter.  But as far as a public safety issue, I think

16 that we all in accord in reference to responding to the

17 citizen concerns.

18           MS. FRASER:  So if we have a concern as a

19 citizen, I can still bring it --

20           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

21           MS. FRASER:  -- before --

22           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

23           MS. FRASER:  -- the commission?  And you

24 will, of course, hear it and do your best because you

25 have a collaborative relationship to the police
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1 department to resolve it?

2           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's correct.  We have a

3 great working relationship, and I think we can fulfill

4 that task.  And it's been demonstrated weekly in

5 reference to those concerns of the citizens.  The

6 chief's staff always respond either at the meeting or

7 afterwards in reference to concerns that you might have

8 and we might have.

9           MS. FRASER:  But your budget --

10           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Well, that's a complicated

11 issue there.  But Commissioner Crawford --

12           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the chair, I

13 concur with commissioner bell.  There has been a spirit

14 of cooperation.  As a matter of fact, there hasn't that

15 I know of been any pushback from the department in

16 terms of questions or information that we sought from

17 the Detroit Police Department.  As a mater of fact,

18 it's been quite unusual compared to what some of the

19 previous police chiefs and those in city government

20 have been here.  This is very dangerous in what has

21 occurred here in terms of when you take power -- for

22 example, if there was pushback on an issue, then of

23 course I'd let you know about it in no short terms.

24 But also we would end up in court in my opinion if

25 there was pushback because we have -- you know, we're
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1 elected on the basis of the charter.  And they're

2 talking about amending the charter.  The so-called

3 powers that be can't do that.  That has to come through

4 counsel.  They'll vote on those amendments, and it will

5 be put on the ballot for the citizens to vote, any

6 amendments to the charter pertaining to the commission.

7 To say we need to go around the country and see what

8 the best model is, this is the best model.  This

9 commission has been in effect and in power for forty

10 years.  Forty years.  And it's really unique today

11 because -- and this is nothing against the appointees

12 either.  But you have five of the seven that are

13 elected are former police officers, and not only police

14 officers but also activists from this community and

15 working in different areas of policing, so to speak.

16 So experience of over 150 years.  So, I mean, we're

17 here to work with the police department.  The working

18 relationship has been great so to speak.  But when you

19 want to -- there's no reason to tinker or tamper with

20 democracy.  And if you want to change the charter, take

21 it to the people.

22           DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Through the chair, if I

23 may, I just want to say in the spirit of cooperation,

24 citizens are truly encouraged that if you have any

25 concerns, please file your complaints with the OCI.
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1 They're diligently and vigilantly investigated.  And we

2 ensure that you're going to -- we're going to be

3 transparent.  Our chief all the way through our command

4 staff, we're committed to being transparent as an

5 organization and to work together until the situation

6 is resolved.  And also for you, emergency order 42 is

7 on the city's website, if you want to take a look at

8 it.

9           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Assistant

10 Deputy Chief.  Any other comments?  We can move on.

11 Okay.  Any other -- Captain Bettison.

12           COMMANDER BETTISON:  Commander Bettison.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I keep calling you

14 captain.

15           COMMANDER BETTISON:  Don't worry about it.

16 Bettison will work.

17           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No disrespect.  In

18 the spirit of cooperation.

19           COMMANDER BETTISON:  Absolutely.  I just

20 wanted to talk a little bit about the Lighthouse

21 program.

22           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

23           COMMANDER BETTISON:  And we're going to have

24 a press conference team.  And that is going to be at

25 the newly built McDonald's, which is located at 2889
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1 West Grand Boulevard.  And also we'll be talking about

2 that location coming on as a lighthouse location, and

3 you'll hear more about that tomorrow at the press

4 conference.  And also the 7-11 that's located at 2660

5 East Jefferson will becoming onboard as a lighthouse

6 initiative as well.

7           And basically what the lighthouse initiative

8 means, it is a safe haven for our citizens.  It is a

9 clean community.  They're working with us in

10 guaranteeing that when the customers, visitors, other

11 folks within the city visit those locations or are in

12 distress in the area, in the neighborhoods, it's a

13 green light downtown.  It's a blue light in the

14 neighborhoods.  We have various gas stations that are

15 onboard that are clean.  That will offer assistance and

16 render aid, and also at least call 911 for a citizen.

17 We've had several incidents in the past that have

18 occurred where -- I can bring to mind the veteran who

19 was car jacked at a gas station a couple years ago.

20 Guess what?  Nobody called 911.  We all saw the video.

21 But you'd be surprised to know that nobody called 911.

22 These locations right here, their staff, the ownership

23 is committed to assisting our citizens.  They're

24 24-hour locations.  They will let residents in the area

25 use their restrooms.  So they want to be a part of the
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1 new Detroit.  So that's what the program is about.

2 We're very excited.

3           Mr. Earl Service gave me a personal story as

4 to why he wanted his McDonald's to be a Lighthouse.  He

5 said that he was traveling I believe he said on East

6 Outer Drive and he got a flat tire.  So he was afraid

7 to stop to change his tire in this particular

8 neighborhood.  He didn't feel safe.  So he was looking

9 for a safe haven.  He continued to drive, and he saw a

10 gas station.  He pulled into the gas station.  And the

11 gas station owner said you know what, you need to

12 leave.  You can't stay here.  Get your car and go on.

13 And he was just looking for a safe haven.  He was able

14 to travel a little bit further on his rim to another

15 gas station and got the opposite treatment.  The

16 opposite treatment was you can use the phone, you can

17 stay here as long as you need to, whatever you need.

18 So he's committed to bringing his McDonald's and other

19 McDonald's onboard.  And we do have a commitment that

20 14 more will becoming onboard so that we can have a lot

21 of different safe havens within the city that our

22 citizens, visitors, and other folks will be able to see

23 and stop and feel safe at and know that they will get

24 help and you'll be able to see it based off of that

25 green light and various decals that say lighthouse.  So
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1 if anyone is invited to the press conference tomorrow,

2 3:30 p.m. at the McDonald's right there on West Grand

3 Boulevard at The Lodge Service Drive.  So thank you.

4           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  And we

5 talked about public safety last week, and you saw the

6 echo about how people feel about public safety.  So it

7 is before us.  That's the reality; is that right.

8           COMMANDER BETTISON:  Oh, we're doing

9 everything as far as pushing that crime down, community

10 outreach, getting the private, the public sector

11 engaged.  We're all doing it to make this a better

12 Detroit.

13           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Right.  We're all onboard

14 because that's why it was crucial that Chief Craig open

15 the police station back up, the precinct.

16           COMMANDER BETTISON:  Absolutely.

17           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So people can have safe

18 haven and place to go, place to respond, to drive to.

19 I was telling my daughter, if you got a problem, drive

20 to the police station.

21           COMMANDER BETTISON:  It was the first thing

22 you did.

23           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You just have to knock on

24 the door to get in.

25           COMMANDER BETTISON:  That was the first thing
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1 he did, smart decision.  And the citizens deserve it.

2 Yes.  Open the stations.  Like the chief always says,

3 this is not Santa Barbara, California.  They may close

4 early there.  But in the City of Detroit, we're 24

5 hours.

6           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you for that report.

7           COMMANDER BETTISON:  Thank you all.

8           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any

9 comments?  Okay.  Any other oral communication from the

10 audience?  If not, we -- the chair would entertain a

11 motion to adjourn.  I think we've taken care of all the

12 business.

13           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  So moved.

14           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

15           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

16 and seconded.  Ready for the vote?  Those in favor?

17           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

18           CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

19 carried.  Thank you.  And have a safe Thanksgiving and

20 safe holiday.  And pray for all the officers to be safe

21 because Thanksgiving, all the people together.

22 Sometimes it cause confusion.

23           (Meeting concluded at 3:46 p.m.)

24                          *  *  *

25
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