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1                          Detroit, Michigan

2                          Thursday, October 30, 2014

3                          About 3:00 p.m.

4

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good afternoon.  I want to

6      extend a warm welcome to the weekly meeting of the Board

7      of Police Commissioners on Thursday at 3:00.  It's good

8      to see your smiling faces in terms of attendance and

9      participation.  We are looking forward to that.  I'm

10      Willie Bell, your Chair.  And to my immediate right is

11      the Vice Chair, Lisa Carter.  And I'm going to ask the

12      Board secretary, George Anthony, to introduce the rest

13      of the commissioners.

14                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  For

15      the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

16      You've already announced the attendance of Commissioner

17      Carter.  Commissioner Willie E. Burton?

18                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

19                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Wendell L.

20      Byrd?  Commissioner Reginald Crawford?

21                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

22                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

23      Moore?

24                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

25                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Richard
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1      Shelby?

2                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

3                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Jessica

4      Taylor and Commissioner Donnell R. White have asked to

5      be excused for today's meeting.  Mr. Chair, you have a

6      quorum of six commissioners.

7                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  And to my

8      extreme left sitting in for Chief James E. Craig is the

9      Assistant Chief White.  Is that James White, right?

10                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  That's correct, sir.

11                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  He is our assistant

12      chief.  And, chief, good to see this afternoon.

13                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  You as well, happy to

14      be here.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Anthony, would you also

16      introduce the staff?

17                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, sir.  We have

18      present Miss Aliya Sabree who is our attorney to the

19      Board to my right.  Miss Pamela Davis-Drake, our chief

20      investigator, seated in front.  Sergeant Allen Quinn is

21      recording our proceedings, and Miss Wendy Boer is from

22      Hanson Court reporting Service.  That completes the

23      introductions, sir.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  At this point, the

25      first order of business would be approving the agenda
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1      for this meeting here on October 30th at 3:00.  You have

2      the agenda before you, Commissioners.

3                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  So moved.

4                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Support.

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

6      and supported.  Ready for the question?  Those in favor,

7      aye?

8                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

9                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

10      carried.  And the next item of business would be the

11      approval of the minutes on Thursday, October 23rd.

12      Commissioners, what is your pleasure?

13                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

14                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Second.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

16      and second.  Ready for the question?  Those in favor,

17      aye?

18                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

19                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Opposed?  The motion

20      carried.  At this time I'd like to pause for prayer.  I

21      don't see our chaplain.  Would I be in order to ask the

22      chief investigator to come forth to render a prayer?  I

23      would appreciate it and the body would too.

24                CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DAVIS-DRAKE:  Let us bow

25      our heads.  Father, we thank you dear God for this time
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1      that you have set aside for us, oh God, to honor you

2      first and foremost.  We are asking, oh God, that you

3      bless this meeting, that you're anointing beyond it that

4      your presence be felt oh God as we go forward on the

5      agenda of the Board, oh God.  Give them wisdom, guidance

6      and direction.  Remember the community, oh God, in which

7      we serve oh God.  Remember the members that are out

8      there fighting crime every day, oh God.  Create a hedge

9      of protection around about them, keep them safe and

10      protected.  And we will continue to give you the praise,

11      the honor and glory in your name above all other names.

12      In the mighty and precious name of Jesus we pray, amen.

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Chief

14      Investigator Pamela Davis-Drake.  You're on your way to

15      being an outstanding servant of the Lord.  And, you

16      know, you're blessed and we are blessed.  And thank you

17      for the prayer.

18                Next item would be the office report.  I'm

19      just going to reserve some brief comments at a later

20      time, and I mean brief.  But we can move on to the

21      Secretary's report.

22                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  That was given last week.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.  I assume

24      there is an OCI monthly report by Chief Investigator

25      Pamela Davis-Drake.
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1                CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DAVIS-DRAKE:  Good

2      afternoon, Mr. Chair, to the Board.  For the record,

3      Pamela Davis-Drake, Chief Investigator.  The OCI Chief

4      Investigator's report for today, Thursday, October 30,

5      2014.  We have a total of 219 cases.  19 cases have been

6      submitted to either the Chief Investigator or supervisor

7      for pending closure.  And we have no cases over 90 days.

8                And a couple trends that I have noticed that I

9      wanted to bring to the Board's attention.  I have

10      noticed a significant decrease in the number of cases

11      over the last three months that we have received in the

12      Office of the Chief Investigator.  In July, there was a

13      15 percent decrease; in August, a 14 percent decrease;

14      and in September, a 27 percent decrease.

15                Additionally, while the overall numbers of the

16      complaints year to date continue to show an increase,

17      even that number is coming down percentage wise.  In

18      July, there was a 14 percent increase; but in August, 10

19      percent; and in September, 5 percent.  So, we are happy

20      to see that.  That means certainly one of the reasons is

21      because the men and women in blue are out there

22      diligently working to provide a service with

23      professionalism and working diligently to be respectful.

24                So, that is really a great thing to see.  Our

25      numbers are down overall significantly.  As you know, a
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1      few months back, probably in June, May, the spring

2      months, we were right up at 300.  And we are down now to

3      219.  So, it is manageable.  It does certainly help that

4      we are down by one person.  So, the fact that our

5      numbers are down really is helpful.

6                Just a move update, just very quickly, the

7      move date has not yet been scheduled.  But the building

8      is supposed to be finished on November 17th.  We are

9      still waiting to hear an actual move-in date.  I know

10      there was an issue with one of the vendors.  So, they

11      are trying to work that out now.

12                As far as our investigator staff, the vacancy,

13      we had 143 applicants.  That was the highest -- I know

14      back in 2012, I think we had 40 applicants; 2013, we had

15      81, and this time 143.  So, it's taken some time.  But

16      I'll sift through all of those.  Within the next couple

17      of weeks, we will be calling folks for interviews.

18      Certainly I know the personnel committee is going to be

19      involved in that process.  And it is whatever their

20      pleasure is, to be involved at the onset, with the large

21      number that we are going to be interviewing or wait

22      until those second interviews.  And that concludes my

23      report.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any

25      questions or concern?  Seeing none, Assistant Chief, do
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1      you have any questions or concerns?

2                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  No.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

4                CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DAVIS-DRAKE:  Thank you.

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The next item would be Item

6      Number 9.

7                (Enter Commissioner Byrd)

8                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Mr. Chair, excuse me.

9      Commissioner Byrd has arrived.

10                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I made a mental note of

11      that a minute ago and it got lost in transmission here.

12      Let the record reflect that Commissioner Wendell Byrd is

13      now seated and properly here with us.  Thank you, sir.

14                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Thank you, sir.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We are counting the days.

16      I want to take this opportunity to wish you the best of

17      success next week.

18                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Thank you.

19                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And Item Number 9 is the

20      Chief of Police, Assistant Chief James White, in terms

21      of do you have a report?

22                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  Good afternoon, Board.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  You have the floor.

24                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  Good afternoon.

25      Apologize.  Long night last night.  We are actively
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1      engaged in our Angel's Night Task Force.  Last night

2      went very well.  The Emergency Operations Center has

3      stood up and is functioning effectively.  It's over at

4      Linden.  We did the build out over the past year.  We've

5      completely remodeled the Emergency Operations Center to

6      the tune of approximately $1.8 million dollars in grant

7      money.

8                So, if anyone gets an opportunity, I highly

9      recommend that you go by and take a look at it.  Also,

10      we are completing our renovation at the 9th Precinct.

11      The 9th Precinct looks very good, very clean.  The

12      officers deserve that.  And we're very happy with the

13      outcome.  Highly recommend if you get an opportunity to

14      swing by Number 9, that you do so as well.

15                This is the second day of the Angel's Night

16      Task Force.  And we are hoping for the same success we

17      had last night.  And I have a presentation from Captain

18      Solano and I apologize.  The deputy warden is here, and

19      I cannot remember your name.

20                DEPUTY TELLEZ:  Terry Tellez.

21                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  Terry Tellez will be

22      doing a presentation for the Downtown Detention Center

23      or Detroit Detention Center.  That's my report.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So we can move forward with

25      the captain?
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1                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  Yes.

2                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  First of all, I want to

3      thank you for the due diligence last night, all boots on

4      the ground.  And I'll be stopping by the 9th Precinct to

5      see the operation for Angel's Night and also the other

6      precincts to overlook.  So, I appreciate your report.

7                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  Very good.  Thank you.

8                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir?

9                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Good evening, Chair, board

10      members and AC White.  My name is Captain Russell

11      Solano.  I'm currently the officer in charge of the

12      Detroit Detention Center.  And I put this Power Point

13      together just to give you some information on the

14      processes and staff and general information.  So, let me

15      try to begin.  Here we go.  Okay.

16                With the cooperation between the Detroit

17      Police Department, Michigan Department of Corrections

18      and State of Michigan, on August the 1st, 2013, the

19      Detroit Detention Center officially opened as the first

20      single processing and housing center facility for the

21      Detroit Police Department.  We are currently located at

22      -- well, we are located at 17601 Mound on the site of

23      the old Ryan Corrections facility.

24                And on our anniversary, August 1st, 2014, we

25      had processed 18,761 arrests.  And that number as of
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1      today's date is over 24,000 arrests processed at the

2      DDC.  Actually, the DDC is comprised of two buildings,

3      Building 100 and Building 500.  Building 100, the

4      initial processing occurs there.  Building 500, the

5      final booking and housing occurs at that location in

6      that building.

7                We process of course arrests for DPD, Michigan

8      State Police, Wayne State Police, the DNR, Detroit

9      Public Schools as well as entities that make arrests

10      inside Detroit, either working with Detroit Police or a

11      warrants emanating from the City of Detroit.

12                Building 100 is separated in three main areas.

13      We have area one which as I mentioned before is the

14      initial processing area.  Area two is what we call our

15      bubble area or our final processing area.  And area

16      three, also available to the officers, is a breathalyzer

17      room with two breathalyzer machines.  We have five

18      interview rooms that were recently remodeled to enhance

19      both video and audio quality.  We also have a lineup

20      room with an adjacent observation room for the

21      witnesses.

22                We have two attorney visit booths as well as

23      admin offices for both MDOC and DPD staff in Building

24      100.  I think I covered that.  Let me just say that

25      Building 100 is staffed and operated by DPD personnel.
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1      And our current permanent staff is comprised of 25

2      police officers, ten sergeants, one lieutenant and as of

3      September 29th, we have 14 civilian detention facility

4      officers.  We just recently on that date received eight

5      new DFO's.  I'm sorry, six.

6                So, this is area one, our initial processing

7      area.  In this area, the officers will present their

8      completed detainee input sheet to the front desk

9      supervisor.  At that time, the supervisor will do a

10      probable cause review.  A file folder for the arrested

11      individual will be created by the front desk personnel.

12      Information on that arrested person will be entered into

13      our arrest book.  A lien check will be done on that

14      individual to make sure there's no other wants or

15      warrants.

16                Once the officer is completed in that area, he

17      will proceed to area two.  This is our bubble area or

18      area two.  In this area, this is our final processing

19      area in Building 100.  The individual will be thoroughly

20      searched by our DDC personnel.  Any money over $10 will

21      be placed in one of those three kiosk machines you see

22      against the wall, anything over $10.  After the money is

23      placed into that machine, a card, debit card, will be

24      created.  And that amount minus any fees, that debit

25      card will then be put into the property of the detainee.
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1      Once completed in this area, the officer will then take

2      his arrest to Building 500.

3                Once completed in 500, the officer then

4      returns to the report room area and completes his arrest

5      report at any of the multiple stations you see there.

6      To the rear of this area, this area here is our call

7      center area/warrant office.  Building 500 is staffed and

8      operated by the Michigan Department of Corrections.  The

9      current staff includes 44 detention officers and seven

10      supervisors.  Building 500 as I mentioned before is the

11      final housing and booking location.  To assist with that

12      booking, they have six live scan machines.  We have --

13      the building is separated to female, male holding areas.

14      On the male side, you have eight holding areas, capacity

15      of 150 male prisoners.  You have 41 additional

16      individual holding cells.

17                On the female side, we have two female holding

18      areas, maximum capacity of 50 female detainees with an

19      additional 22 individual holding cells.  There's also

20      three female and five male video arraignment rooms

21      available.  Three arraignments are conducted daily in

22      Building 500, roughly 8:30, 10:30 and 2:30, 2:30 being

23      the felony arraignments.  There's also a health care

24      nurse on duty 24 hours a day in Building 500 along with

25      a doctor that visits I believe it's one hour a day; yes,
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1      one hour a day.

2                This is a picture of Building 500.  As you

3      approach from Building 100, there's a walkway from

4      Building 100, I don't know, maybe a hundred yards or so.

5      Female holding facility on your left-hand side with the

6      male on the right-hand side.  Some of the features of

7      course as I mentioned before, we are located on the Ryan

8      Correctional Facility grounds, which is a completely

9      secure location.  Visitors are buzzed in through the

10      front door in Building 100.  Once inside the door, they

11      have to be passed through a metal detector.

12                Okay.  Sally port gates.  Sally port gates are

13      monitored and operated by our desk staff personnel.

14      Once the officer pulls into the Sally port, he cannot

15      take that prisoner out of his car until that Sally port

16      gate is closed.  Once closed, then he can bring his

17      prisoner out of the vehicle and into the building.

18      Building 100 and 500, there is a state of the art camera

19      system that monitors all areas of both buildings as well

20      as the exterior of the building.

21                We have what I call our -- and an effort to --

22      there's been complaints that people can't get through to

23      get information on their loved ones that are arrested.

24      So, we have tried to -- what we did was create a -- what

25      I call the call center.  I have that staffed 24 hours a
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1      day.  Right now it's only one individual.  Calls are

2      still overpowering these one individuals.  Hopefully,

3      you know, I'd like to have two there.  But right now we

4      only have one.

5                Not only can they get detainee information,

6      but I have also made available bail bonds information,

7      phone numbers to the state police, to DPS, to Wayne

8      State Police, to the Third Circuit Court, 36th District

9      Court as well as the detective units.

10                So, any questions coming in, the person

11      answering the phone can give to the individuals.  Some

12      of the things that are currently in the works, we are

13      trying to get an ATM machine and a web-based bond paying

14      system that would allow us to -- right now, if you don't

15      have cash, then you can't bond anybody out.  And the

16      individuals we make those cards for can't bond

17      themselves out because they cannot -- they don't have

18      access to that cash.  So, therefore, with an ATM machine

19      in our lobby, those folks should be able to bond

20      themselves out if they can, if they have the money.

21                And Lieutenant Yoseman (phonetic), admin

22      lieutenant is very tech savvy.  And we've been talking

23      about trying to get an online type of system or

24      information system that you might have for County or

25      MDOC where you hit something and it tells you, okay, my
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1      loved one is here, you know, what their status is

2      because right now all they can do is call us.  And we

3      get -- I'm telling you we get tons of calls.  I have sat

4      in that room, and it's pretty bad.

5                But those are some of the things that we're

6      working on.  Some of the impacts.  I think the first

7      impact that the DDC has has since it's opened is the

8      fact that we are now operating with about 45 to

9      50 percent less -- fewer staff than we did when we had

10      the five district detention holding cells available.

11      That allows of course more manpower, more boots on the

12      street.

13                The medical care costs, I do not have numbers.

14      But just from my own experience, medical care costs,

15      this probably has been -- this is enormous for both the

16      city as well as the county.  Of the 13,859 detainees

17      that have been screened by DDC health care, only 1,289

18      of those detainees were actually sent to the ER.  That

19      was as of September of this year.

20                In the past, we might send anywhere from five

21      to 700 detainees to the ER.  That number today is

22      approximately 96 per month, which is -- that's such a

23      dramatic decrease in cost effectiveness.  And what that

24      also does is officers now for the most part do not have

25      to -- are not stuck at the hospital waiting on their
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1      prisoners, you know, where they could be on the street

2      doing their thing, answering runs or what have you.

3                Overcrowding.  There's been many times when I

4      worked in communications in the summer months, we'd get

5      calls, you know, we are looking for housing you know.

6      Cell block might be down because it needed to be

7      cleaned.  So, DDC has never had that problem at all.  We

8      have a maximum capacity of 200, 50 females, 150 males.

9      We have never even been close to reaching that capacity

10      even in the summer months.

11                The summer months, we are processing close to

12      470 arrests per week.  And we have never come close to

13      that.  I think our average daily population at the DDC

14      is around 43 to 50 males and 9 to 10 females.  So, that

15      overcrowding is not an issue there.

16                But I think the key benefit of the DDC was

17      that five percent, if I may, component that allowed the

18      Detroit Police Department to come into compliance with

19      all 65 paragraphs and requirements of the conditions of

20      confinement of the Consent Judgement.  Have you got any

21      questions?

22                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'm pretty sure they have

23      some questions for you.  Commissioners?

24                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair, for

25      incoming calls, you only have one person answering
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1      incoming calls?  Is it just a lack of personnel or do

2      you need more phones or --

3                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  No.  We have plenty of

4      phones.  It's just we don't have personnel to staff two

5      people every day, 24 hours a day.  That's just strictly

6      for those incoming calls relating to prisoner

7      information, loved ones willing.

8                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  So, it's pretty

9      conceivable that a person could call several times and

10      not get through if they are checking on their loved

11      ones?

12                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Absolutely.

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair, to

14      follow up to Commissioner Shelby, you came before us I

15      guess it was back in April or something.  It was the

16      same issue.  But I raised the issue about the phones.

17      And I do understand there's only one person that is -- a

18      matter of fact, a couple nights ago -- and I work in

19      Wayne County jail as a deputy.  I was in the jail for

20      16 hours.  I just was there at 3:00 a.m. in the morning.

21      And I talked to an individual from the DDC who happened

22      to call in to the jail and that same information that

23      you just gave us conveyed in terms of, there's only one

24      person answering the phone.

25                The complaints are consistent there.  When the
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1      individuals call the jail trying to find someone -- and

2      I know the fact if they're in transit to the jail, see,

3      because we have got no information on them until they

4      actually are booked into the jail.  So, there's nothing

5      on our computers.  But their complaint is that, you

6      know, they called and called and called the DDC.  And

7      also too, on the issue of bonding, I see this is pending

8      the ATM for citizens to use for bonding purposes, on

9      line bond payment and also on line information City of

10      Detroit website is pending.  When is that going to go on

11      line or do you have any guesstimate?

12                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  I have no guesstimate.  The

13      ATM machine, right now that process is with finance.

14      The on line bond payment is -- we are still talking with

15      GTL and the City of Detroit finance department,

16      purchasing.  I do not know.  I cannot give you an

17      answer.

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  As a follow-up to that

19      too, that's another issue because individuals that do

20      call the jail, they were told they could bond someone

21      out at the DDC.  They go to the DDC, and then they are

22      told they can't bond them out at the DDC, that that

23      person is -- the person that's incarcerated is on the

24      way to the Wayne County Jail.  So, when they come in the

25      door, you know, we see them too and hear the
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1      frustration.

2                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  If the bodies at the DDC have

3      instructed the supervisors to bond that person out, here

4      is the problem.  Ten percent bonding.  We -- a couple

5      supervisors have actually tried to ten percent bond

6      somebody out after arraignment.  36th District wasn't

7      taking the money because the paperwork wasn't right.

8      So, we are -- I'm trying to correct that so that we can

9      attempt to take those ten percent bonds.

10                But yes, that was an issue.  I think the

11      deputy chief, Raphael Washington, I spoke to him about

12      that.  Our people -- my supervisors have been instructed

13      do not send anybody away.  We are -- we will try to bond

14      them out if we can.

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Like I said,

16      it's just that I wanted -- the number one complaint is

17      they just can't get any information.  And there's just

18      -- they call and call and call, and just there's no one

19      picking up that phone.  And I do understand if there's

20      one person, and there are phones in there or different

21      phone lines --

22                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  It's possible -- I have

23      instructed that two people to be back there when it's

24      possible.  Sometimes it is, most of the time not.

25                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  All right, sir.  Thank
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1      you.

2                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  May I follow up on a

3      couple things that just came up?  Thank you for your

4      report.  I am surprised, however, to learn that we are

5      not effectively using restricted duty people.  One of

6      the reasons that we send them to the DDC was to answer

7      the phones.  So --

8                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  That's what they are doing.

9                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  One of them per shift?

10                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Yes.

11                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  How many restricted

12      duties do you have, can you find out?  We don't have to

13      do it for this meeting.  But the sole purpose of them

14      being there is to provide that administrative support.

15      So, if you could find that out and report back to my

16      office today as to how many you have and how you're

17      using them?

18                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Yes, sir.

19                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  The other issue is --

20      and I'm not clear, is the issue with the bond that they

21      are not able to bond at the DDC or are we not bonding at

22      the DDC?

23                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  We are bonding.  We do bond.

24                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  The Commissioner's

25      question had to do with people being sent to Wayne
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1      County because they are not allowed to bond.

2                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  No.  What happens is they get

3      arraigned, and they are sent to County and/or if they

4      have traffic warrants and they can't pay the bond, we

5      try to bond those people out all the time.  If they

6      cannot bond, if they don't have money, then they are

7      sent to Wayne County.  I don't know what could -- maybe

8      you can tell me what happens to those individuals that

9      can't pay that traffic warrant when they get to you and

10      they still can't pay, I'm not sure what happens.

11                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Excuse me.  Through

12      the Chair.  Well, they are going to stay in the Wayne

13      County Jail until someone comes up with the money or

14      they go to court and that gets resolved.  But the issue

15      is, their relatives who have bond money, they go to the

16      DDC, they can't bond them or there's just lost

17      information as to -- not lost information.  It's

18      information that they are in transit to the Wayne County

19      Jail.  It takes approximately maybe a couple hours from

20      the time they walk into the door until they are booked

21      in, until they actually come up on line on the computer

22      where we can see just what the bond is and what the

23      charges are.

24                And I do understand that factor in terms of

25      being in transit, not being on line at the time these
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1      individuals call and all that.  But it's just that the

2      lost -- or the individual spends their time traveling to

3      the DDC because often times they can't even get anybody

4      on the phone.  And then when they get there, you know,

5      then the person is not there or if they are there, they

6      aren't able to bond them; and they will end up coming

7      down to the Wayne County Jail, which is -- you know, I'm

8      not speaking for the administration of the jail.  But,

9      you know, they bond people out 24 hours at the Wayne

10      County Jail.  And that's not an issue.  They are bonding

11      at the Wayne County Jail.  But it's just that the

12      citizens -- and that's, you know, I have resolved or

13      mediated a number of complaints over the phone.  I mean,

14      just telling, you know, more or less apologetic for what

15      has occurred at the DDC I don't work for.

16                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  If I may by way of

17      follow up, through the Chair -- and I appreciate your

18      eloquent response, Commissioner.  But that's

19      unacceptable to me, the issues that were brought up here

20      today.  So, we are going to have a single-purpose

21      meeting to discuss the issues that you brought up as

22      well as this notion that we can't answer a telephone.

23      And then I'd like to report back to this Board in one

24      week what we have done about that.

25                So, I'd like to bring the good captain back
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1      with some answers next week after we have our

2      single-purpose meeting to discuss those issues.

3                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

4                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, a

5      separate issue, can you bring back communications as

6      well, Assistant Chief?  Thank you.

7                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other questions,

8      comments from the Commissioners?

9                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  I have a question.  Do

10      you have bilingual officers at the Detention Center?

11                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  No.

12                DEPUTY WARDEN TELLEZ:  Yes, ma'am, we do.  On

13      the back in Building 500, we do have bilingual staff.

14      One speaks --

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'm sorry.  Would you

16      identify yourself?

17                DEPUTY WARDEN TELLEZ:  Yes, sir.  Deputy

18      Warden Terry Tellez, DDC.  Both speak Spanish and Farsi

19      quite fluently.  So, they can read it, write it or speak

20      it.

21                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.

22                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Captain, I want to thank

23      you for your report.  And I really appreciate the

24      Assistant Chief weighing in on this and taking the

25      initiative to report back afterwards.  So, we are
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1      looking forward to more response next week because when

2      you talk about impact, I look at the humane treatment of

3      people who are innocent until proven guilty and that

4      their loved ones have an opportunity to bond them out.

5                We just know in our own experience the volume

6      of calls you get just from our past experience that you

7      get at a desk mainly inquiring about how can I get that

8      person out of jail.  So, I think that's something that

9      we really are concerned about.  And thank you, sir, I

10      understand.  Hopefully we get to the bottom of it.

11                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  One moment.  Through the

12      Chair, after your presentation, quite a presentation.

13      What you guys are doing now compared to what it used to

14      be in the old days, a hundred percent improvement.  I

15      thank you for your work.  I used to be the doorman

16      there.  I'm telling you, you guys are doing a fantastic

17      job.

18                CAPTAIN SOLANO:  Thank you.

19                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Nothing like a doorman who

20      take care of business in the cell block.  I never had

21      that job and didn't want that job.  So, thank you, sir.

22      Appreciate it.

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you, sir.

24                ASSISTANT CHIEF WHITE:  I echo the sentiments

25      of Commissioner Shelby, my old boss.  So, we're doing a
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1      phenomenal job, but we have to do better.  Citizens who

2      are not getting services are not going to stand up and

3      say good work.  People who are calling about their loved

4      ones who they haven't seen in three days are not going

5      to say good work.  We certainly know and in house that's

6      good work.

7                So, you know, Captain, phenomenal, he helped

8      build the place.  And it's no indictment of his

9      commitment to getting things right.  But we have to do

10      better.  And if we are getting phone calls and we are

11      not answering them, that's an unacceptable status to be

12      in.

13                I also wanted to add that we have ten

14      sergeants at the DDC, and that's in comparison to 30

15      sergeants that it used to take to run the individual

16      facilities around the city.  We also have 23 or 26

17      police officers, 25 police officers at the DDC compared

18      to 45 police officers it took to run it city-wide.  So,

19      we've realized some savings with officers putting

20      officers back on the street.  And that concludes my

21      report.

22                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Appreciate

23      it.  The next item would be Item Number 10, committee

24      reports.  Any committee reports at this time.  Yes, sir?

25                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, the
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1      personnel committee will be interviewing a couple of

2      candidates today for the position of staff attorney.

3      Any commissioners that would like to come, you're more

4      than invited.

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Any other

6      reports?  Moving to the next item would be new business.

7      We have a resignation letter from our attorney to the

8      Board, Aliyah Sabree, in terms of her resigning from her

9      duties and responsibilities with the Board.  And with

10      reluctancy, we are going to accept that resignation.

11      And the Chair would entertain a motion because if we

12      don't accept it, she can't leave.  However -- that's a

13      joke.

14                But the Chair would entertain -- the Board has

15      received that resignation letter.  So, the Chair would

16      entertain a motion to accept her resignation letter with

17      regret.  And I also have some comments afterwards.  I

18      appreciate that.  So, what is your pleasure,

19      Commissioners?  Do I hear a motion?

20                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  So moved.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Do I hear a second?

22                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Second.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  It's been properly

24      moved and second to receive Aliyah Sabree's resignation

25      of duties and responsibilities as attorney to the Board.
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1      Are you ready for the question?  Those in favor, aye.

2                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?  Motion

4      carried and approved.  You're free.  But we have one

5      more day to work, right?

6                ATTORNEY SABREE:  Yes.

7                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  4:00 tomorrow.  And so, how

8      much can we get out of her?  But on a serious note, I

9      would like to -- I'm going to pause for a minute on that

10      note.  Okay.  Any old business?  No old business.

11      Announcements.  Our next -- our community meeting is

12      scheduled for Thursday, November 13, at the Boys & Girls

13      Club, 16500 Tireman, would take place at 6:30 p.m.  We

14      have a special guest presenting, that's Prosecutor Kim

15      Worthy.  We are looking forward to that at 6:30 p.m.

16                So, share that with others.  That's dealing

17      with -- Commissioner Crawford, do you want to respond to

18      that forum?

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  The presentation by

20      Wayne County Prosecutor Kim Worthy is the status update

21      on the rape kits, in terms of the processing of the rape

22      kits and where we are to date on that issue, the

23      backlog.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir, for making

25      that contact and the follow up with Attorney Sabree in
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1      terms of making that happen.  Our next meeting would be

2      next week, November 6, at 3:00 p.m., right here at

3      Public Safety Headquarters.

4                So, we are now moving to oral communication

5      from the audience.  And you have two minutes to speak.

6      And you speak to the Chair.  I would ask that you be

7      respectful and we are respectful towards you in terms of

8      coming forward.  I'd like to introduce and give the

9      first person to speak the Mens Who Dare Corporation, the

10      president, Larry Johnson.

11                MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

12      commissioners, Assistant Chief.  My name is Larry

13      Johnson.  I'm the president of the Men Who Dare, offices

14      directly across the street in the Legal Aid Defenders

15      building.  We've been around for 55 years.  I joined

16      them about five years ago.  Lot of folks may know us

17      from throwing a lot of parties in the day.

18                That doesn't happen any more.  What we're

19      doing now is working with the community.  We have helped

20      over 550 kids go to college.  We have raised almost

21      $650,000, and we are going to start our new ACT training

22      process, skill testing so kids can go to ACT testing

23      prior to taking the test.  So, it eliminates text

24      anxiety.  We are going to teach them how important it is

25      and how really key it is for their success in going to
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1      college.

2                The first quarter of 2015, we are going to

3      start our Men Who Dare mentoring program with a couple

4      of other groups.  I wanted to come in and say hello.

5      And I'll shoot e-mails to each and every one of you.

6      I'll have an opportunity hopefully to meet you before

7      the year is out.

8                I did want to let you know that our 55th

9      anniversary is November 15th.  Our key note speaker is

10      Chief Craig.  Gentlemen, ma'am, thank you.

11                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any questions or comments

12      in reference to the Men Who Dare?

13                MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.  Appreciate it.

14      Looking forward to the interaction.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any others?  Please come

16      forward.

17                MR. WELBORN:  Good people, Board, Assistant

18      Chief White, Bill Welborn, City Wide.  I've been asked

19      by a couple of the 12th Precinct folks about

20      Commissioner Byrd.  It seems like 99.9 percent is he is

21      going to be leaving.  And they want to know, have you

22      all thought about any kind of recommendation as to how

23      you're going to replace him?

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's not within the Board's

25      authority to make that recommendation.  But the Mayor is
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1      working it up, and those names are before the council at

2      this particular time.  And so, that's basically all I

3      can say at this time.  But this is strictly -- you can

4      contact the Mayor's Office or the council.  They're

5      formulating that process once that seat is vacant.  So,

6      yes.

7                MR. WELBORN:  If they ask me, I'll say I will

8      find out.

9                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'm pretty sure you can

10      contact the council, Brenda Jones, president.  She can

11      probably respond to that inquiry.

12                MR. WELBORN:  I called them.  I will get some

13      information.  Thank you very much.

14                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Any other

15      comments?

16                MR. COLLINS:  My name is Jerome Collins.  I'd

17      like to give you all a copy.  I made these copies for

18      the Board.  My name is Jerome Collins.  Thank you,

19      Board, Assistant Chief White.  I have a Complaint/

20      Request for Investigation to the Board of Police

21      Commissioners, failure to provide Garrity of Sergeant

22      Mattie Lewis during disciplinary proceedings in File No.

23      12-0137.

24                "I, Jerome R. Collins, am submitting this

25      formal complaint requesting that you Board of Police
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1      Commissioners conduct an investigation into why the

2      Detroit Police Department failed to provide the Garrity

3      of Sergeant Mattie Lewis as part of the discovery

4      procedures during my disciplinary proceedings.

5                Circumstances involving Garrity:  In December,

6      2009, Internal Affairs started an investigation into

7      allegations involving falsifying timecards.  The

8      investigation consisted of obtaining various

9      work-related documentation and other forms of

10      communication.  There were numerous Detroit Police

11      officers, employees and civilian interviews.  I received

12      transcripts or CD's of eight witness statements.  There

13      were at least 12 Garrity interviews.  I received

14      transcripts, CD's of all except Sergeant Lewis.

15                On March 4th, 2010, Sergeant Lewis was

16      interviewed under investigative subpoena and a criminal

17      warrant for my arrest was signed on April 10, 2010.

18      Even through the testimony of Sergeant Lewis was

19      contradicted by the timecards and videotapes the

20      department had received on February 8, 2010.

21                On July 6, 2010, Sergeant Lewis received

22      Garrity and she admitted to ordering officers to falsify

23      activity logs.  She also admitted to time fraud.  On

24      January 12, 2010, I was suspended with pay.  However, on

25      January 21, 2010, I was suspended without pay by the
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1      Board of Police Commissioners.  I was represented by

2      Attorney John Goldpaugh.  Once my criminal case started,

3      I was initially represented by Attorney John Goldpaugh

4      and then by Attorney Gerald Evelyn.  I was charged with

5      false pretenses, $1,000 to $20,000; larceny $1,000 to

6      $20,000; misconduct in office and could have been

7      imprisoned for ten years.  Attorney Evelyn requested the

8      discovery materials and the Garrity of Sergeant Mattie

9      Lewis was not included."

10                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Excuse me.  Are you reading

11      this entire document?  Okay.  Unfortunately your time

12      allotment is up.  We have now received this document,

13      and we will proceed accordingly in terms of your

14      concerns and complaints.  And we would thank you for

15      bringing this to our attention.

16                MR. COLLINS:  Okay.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.  Any other

18      individuals care to speak?  If not, it is closed out as

19      far as oral communications from the audience, and the

20      Chair would entertain a motion to adjourn.

21                But before we do that, I would like to have

22      our attorney to the Board, Aliya Sabree, come forth,

23      please.  We have a gift for you for your service, your

24      love, your support and your awareness of your job.  So,

25      we want to wish you the best.  This is a token of
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1      appreciation from the Commissioners and the staff.  And

2      we wish you nothing but the best.  Always stay in

3      contact with us.

4                ATTORNEY SABREE:  Good afternoon to the Board.

5      Aliyah Sabree for the record.  I just want to do it one

6      last time.  I'm not going to talk much.  I just want to

7      say to the Board and also to the staff, thank you for

8      the opportunity.  I have had the opportunity to grow as

9      a professional and as an attorney.  I'm very big on

10      serving the community, especially the City of Detroit.

11      And this has been a step in my process to continue to do

12      that.

13                So, when I move on to the Mayor's Office, I'm

14      only down the street, and I will not forget the Board

15      and everybody that I worked with.  I had a great time,

16      built great relationships.  And I just want to say thank

17      you for all the things you have done for me.  Thanks.

18                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Your two minutes is up.

19      Don't leave the mic yet.  I just want to say this.

20      Since you are now going to be working for the Mayor,

21      just share this with the Mayor, that we love him.

22                ATTORNEY SABREE:  Okay, I will.  And I love

23      you all too.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  We have coffee.  We

25      don't do coffee.  We have cake in the back of the room
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1      and a little love for Aliyah in terms of breaking bread

2      with fellowship.  And I just want to once again thank

3      you for your service.  And I'm looking forward to

4      interaction with you on another level.  So, please do

5      not forget about the Board of Police Commissioners

6      that's a wholesome part of the community.

7                ATTORNEY SABREE:  I won't.  Thank you.

8                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, we stand for

9      adjournment.  We'll entertain a motion for adjournment.

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

11                COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Support.

12                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

13      and second.  Those in favor?

14                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Opposed?  Motion carried.

16      Thank you.

17                          (Proceedings concluded at 3:50 p.m.)

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



10/30/201410/30/2014

Page 37

1                      CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3

4      STATE OF MICHIGAN        )

5                               ) SS

6      COUNTY OF MACOMB         )

7

8                          I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported

9      stenographically the foregoing proceedings and testimony

10      under oath at the time and place hereinbefore set forth;

11      that thereafter the same was reduced to computer

12      transcription under my supervision; and that this is a

13      full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

14      proceedings.

15
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17                          ______________________________

18                          Wendy A. Boer,

19                          CSR 3505
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