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COMMISSIONER MOORE: Good afternoon. We're

going to call the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. As y

can see,

Police Commissioners. Currently they are in a

conference in Kansas City, Missouri, an oversight

committee meeting. It's a national —-- NACOLE. And

that's where the majority of the commissioners are.

I'll just be giving a roll call just for the record.

Willie Bell, excused.

Lisa Carter, excused.

Willie Burton, excused.
Wendell L. Byrd.
COMMISSIONER BYRD: Present.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Reginald Crawford,

excused.

I am Ricardo Moore.

Richard Shelby, excused.

Jessica Taylor, excused.

Donnell White.

And that completes the roll.

The agenda for this week will be tabled for
approval until next week. The minutes from

September 11th will be tabled until next week.

And currently we are at the chief's report.
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Chief?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: If I could ask to —— if
you want me to table, but I can talk about basically we
held our COMPSTAT today. I just wanted to talk about
the numbers. We're still trending in the downward
position. 29 percent in robbery. We're right at like
32 percent for carjacking. Overall crime is still
down.

I'm sorry, AC, they started.

And so basically, that's where we are. I'm
going to switch spots with the assistant chief.

ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT: ©No. You're good.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: He just walked in. But
overall, crime is still in the reduction levels and
we're doing really great things as it relates to crime.
Like I said, we had or COMPSTAT meeting today. We're
focusing on response time to ensure that we are
servicing the citizens with the utmost timeliness. So
we're still driving down our response times as a police
department. We just incorporated some new software, a
GPS system. That's going to allow supervisors to be
able to better monitor what the officers are doing and
monitor their response time to see if we are efficiency
and effectively responding to crime in a timely manner.

So those are the things that we're doing as it relates
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to crime reduction.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you, chief. Any
questions for the chief?

COMMISSIONER BYRD: No.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: We don't have any
questions for you, chief. So once again, thank you.

We do not have any standing committee
reports.

We do not have any new business.

We do not have any old business.

We do not have any announcements.

Our next Board of Police Commissioners
meeting will be next Thursday, September 26th, 2014,
here at police headquarters, 1301 Third Avenue,
Michigan Room.

Now for the most important part is the
communications from the audience. Two-minute time
limit, please.

MS. WELL: Investigator Tonya Wells. I don't
have an agenda. I don't think you have a quorum, sir.
But I have a problem. I've asked to be a ride along in
First Precinct with traffic enforcement because DPD is
not understanding what to look for in terms of taxi cab
ordinance violations. I had a very uncomfortable

conversation less than ten minutes ago with the chief's
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office. I'd like that rectified before I go out the

door.

I need to set it up. I have a right as a person

to ride along with a traffic enforcement cop. I have a

right to say what I have to say to that person. I have

a right to show them what they apparently don't know.

I don't care what they do with the information. They

need

tel
tur

is

1

n

a

job.

Saw.

to see it so I can come back before this board and
you what I saw, and what they can do is tell in
their supervisory staff what they saw. If there
need to change the police manual, that's not my

My job is to come in here and tell you what I

(Commissioner White present.)

MS. WELL: So that being said, again, I don't

see the Chief of Police in his seat. That's annoying

to me because he's to be here. I don't have an agenda

so I'll just assume that his name is on there again

and not the person who's sitting in his seat.

may .

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Through the chair, if I

Ms. Wells, I just received information from the

chief's office that you recently called, and I actually

just returned your call prior to coming down the

stairs. We can talk afterwards regarding being a ride

along. That is a privilege that we afford citizens to

ride along with the police department in order to see
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what we do in a day. We do not bring ride alongs on to
tell us how to do our jobs. However, we will allow you
—-— my understanding is that there was —-- you're a
little bit irate as it relates to being a ride along
today. We would have to rectify that situation. This
is not an antagonistic process, nor an adversarial
process. It's usually for us to communicate with the
community for us to build more of a cohesive
relationship so we understand what your expectations
are and you understand what our responsibilities,
expectations, and requirements are. So we can
facilitate that, and I can meet with you afterwards.
That is not an issue.

MS. WELLS: 30 seconds to readdress?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Go ahead.

MS. WELLS: I was a ride along in 1996. I
know my responsibilities as a citizen. Apparently the
department doesn't know its responsibility as a code
enforcement officer around here. I'm not irate. Never
have I been irate, especially when I'm being direct and
I'm being consistent. For two weeks consistently I
have asked Sergeant Neal to return my phone call
through his Lieutenant Gardner. I'm upset, yes. I
have a right to be upset because I'm not being properly

responded to.
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DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: I'm going to respond to
you, ma'am, so we can talk afterwards and we will
schedule you a ride along.

MS. WELL: I appreciate that.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay. Thank vyou.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: For the record,
Commissioner Donnell White is present.

COMMANDER BENSON: Commander Todd Benson from
the chief's office. I just want to let the board know
that on Monday this -- well, next Monday we actually
have a meeting scheduled where the chief and other
representatives from city hall will be present. And
it's dealing with the taxi cab issue, enforcement
issue, so that we can hear their concerns. And
actually, I was in a meeting with some of the
leadership from the wvarious cab companies yesterday,
and we collectively put together an agenda. So the
chief will be there; representatives from the law
department will be there, from city council, and from
your board as well. And if you'll allow me just a
second, I'll pull it up in my phone so that I can give
the information out. So the meeting is going to be
held at St. Peter's Episcopal Church. Trying to get
that right. I'm bad at this. 1950 Trumbull Street,

Detroit, Michigan. And it's going to be at 2:00 p.m.
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to 3:00 p.m. Thank you.
MS. WELL: That's tomorrow?

COMMANDER BENSON: No. It's going to be

Monday .

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you, commander.

COMMANDER BENSON: Thank you all.

MR. EMERSON: Good afternoon, commissioners.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Your name for the
record.

MR. EMERSON: Al David Emerson. I'm
representing BBK Towing down here. This 1s concerning
towing. We have changed our operations as far as in
the company where we have added more equipment. And I

just would like to see how I can either volunteer or
either become a part of other police rotations than
what we're in right now. We're currently in Central
District. And I was wondering if maybe if there was a
way that we can offer our services to do other things
like vice squad or things that is other than the police
rotation. So basically my question is how do I go
about doing that or be pointed in the right direction.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Through the chair, it is
my understanding that you —-- the towers have a contract
with the City of Detroit.

MR. EMERSON: Yes.
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DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: So I'm going to have
Commander Baron get some information from you.

MR. EMERSON: Okay.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: And have him -- so we can
get you the proper information. I apologize. I do not
have that information in front of me right now. But I
do know it's contractual. And we'll point you in the
right direction to get you squared away to make sure
that you have any information that is relevant to that.

MR. EMERSON: Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: If you can take care of
that, commander. Thank you.

MR. EMERSON: Thank you.

MS. PANNELL: Good afternoon. Sharon
Pannell. Just want to let you know that Second
Precinct finally got a commander, Harold Rochon, in
case you didn't know, commissioners.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you, Ms. Pannell.

MR. RHODES: Good afternoon. My name 1is
Peter Rhodes. I'm a resident of Detroit. I've been
here on several occasions. This 1s about business
licenses and the way its enforced in the City of
Detroit. And last August 20th or 21st, I was here and
expressed to you that the policy that you once had as a

board back in April of 2014 wasn't being followed, and
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I gave a letter to the staff here. I did get a follow
up from Second Deputy Chief Celia Washington. I want
to thank her for that. But I would kind of like a
status report. Where are we on police officers giving
out criminal misdemeanor tickets to staff people who
might be making minimum wage on the other side of the
counter because their boss forgot to renew the business
license. And I know it's not a major problem, but I've
been raising my hand hopefully politely since last
November about this. And I still see people over at
the City County Building fussing about how they just
got a ticket. Now, there's really got to be something
done. And I was over there earlier this week, and
people were fussing because they just got a ticket. So
I'm bringing it to your attention again. The last time
I was here it was four weeks ago. And you would think
by now there would be some type of follow up and some
type of resolution. Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Through the chair, if I
may. Just I want you to know that that —-- your request
for information did not fall on deaf ears. Second,
Deputy Chief Celia Washington, myself, the assistant
chief, a number of members from the Detroit Police
Department has been meeting with the mayor's office and

the licensing department on this issue. It is an
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ongoing process as there is an issue as to how licenses
are getting administered, as well as the timetable and
the turnaround for the license to be renewed. So there
are some issues. We have put in place a policy that
we're going to check. It's going to be a check and
balance system. Before we're actually issuing tickets,
we're actually checking with the license department to
see 1f, in fact, the owners have applied for a renewal
of their license and if that process is in place. If
that process is not in place, people are receiving
tickets. But we are putting a checks and balance in
place right now, and that should be in effect. If you
would like to give me a specific instance, I will be
glad to get that information from you. But there —-- we
cannot say that we're not going to issue tickets to
individuals who are violating the law. It is the law
—-— the law requires that you have a license in order to
operate a business. So we have to make sure that that
is going forward. We do recognize there are some flaws
in the process. 1It's new to the new administration in
the mayor's office. And we're just trying to make sure
that we're streamlining that so we're working
diligently towards that. So 1f there's anything that
you need to have rectified, we can do that.

MR. RHODES: Well, I've given my name and
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telephone number a dozen times. I'll be happy to give
it to you again after the meeting. And I can give you
the twenty minutes —-- geez. Two minutes briefing, and
it's not that complex. But I'll be more than happy to
talk to you.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Sir, I've never spoken to
you. And I can assure you once you give me your
information, you will get some follow up. Okay?

MR. Rhodes: Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Thank vyou.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Good afternoon. My
name 1is Danielle Tucker.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: And I'm Nicole Tucker.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: We're here today
because our brother was murdered and.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: My brother and his
fiance.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: 1In a double murder in
his home May.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: 29th this year.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: We are having a lot of
difficulty with communications with the detectives
handling the case. None of our phone calls are being
returned. We are at our wit's end. We just want to

know what's going on with the investigation. Who do we
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contact?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: First of all, let me
apologize for your loss, truly. And let me apologize
for the Detroit Police Department if we have not done
what we're supposed to do as it relates to the follow
up. I want to ensure —— I'm going to take your
information before I leave here to find out exactly who
your ——- do you know who the investigator is?

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Kimball.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Kimball?

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Yes.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay. I'm not going to

stop at Kimball. I'm going to get you an answer, I
promise you that. Meet with me when this meeting is
over, and I'll get your information. And I promise to

you I'll get you whatever information is available.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Thank you because we've
called and we talked to other detectives that were over
him and we're still not --

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: I actually spoke with his
boss last week and he said he would have him call me.
And it's been a week.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: We understand they
can't coddle us. We understand they're doing their

job. But we just want to know where they are in the
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investigation.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: And we don't know the
process so it's like ——

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Or who to contact.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: I don't want to seem like
I'm bugging —-

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: You're not bugging us.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: This is my brother. This
is his fiance. And I want to know what's going on. I
want to know if there's any information.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: It was horrific.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: And they both were a
working class couple, and this happened inside of their
home.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Both of them were
grandparents and parents.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: And as I said before,
just on behalf of the chief, the Detroit Police

Department, we are a very transparent police

department. This board, our goal is to ensure that we
provide the best service. You are not -- I can assure
you you're not bugging us. It's your loved one. It's

your right to know what happened, where we are in the
process, and what the next step is. And that is our

duty and responsibility to give you that information.
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I apologize that you don't have it. But I will ensure
that you have that information. So please see me

afterwards.

MS. DANIELLE TUCKER: Thank vyou.

MS. NICOLE TUCKER: Thank you.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay.

MR. WELBORNE: Bill Welborne, City Wide. I
heard some rumor and it's from a good source, Starving
Marvin, the guy that used to own All Star on Eight Mile
and Hubbell that's been closed down about six, seven
months ago, he's buying the bar on Eight Mile and Ward.

Can he obtain their liquor license because
it's my understanding that he can't buy their liquor
license from them because it's in their name?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay. I don't follow
you. You said Starving Marvin is leaving and —-

MR. WELBORNE: Starving Marvin had the place
on Hubbell and Eight Mile.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay.

MR. WELBORNE: TIt's been closed down for
good. Now he's buying —-- he bought Hot Tamale because
it's the same kind of business on Ward and Eight Mile.
It's a much smaller place.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay.

MR. WELBORNE: But we know what this guy is
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up to. This guy has been trying for a long time to
manipulate his way into getting a new license. His
license has been suspended for the other bar. And
myself, I had a liquor license at one time, and I know
I couldn't sell my liquor license to anybody else at
the time.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Mr. Welborne, we might
have an answer from Commissioner White.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: If I could, sorry to
interrupt, but I don't believe that's a matter properly
before us. The Michigan Liquor Control Commission who
oversees new licensees, also who does the background
checks, and they also offer a public comment period on
individuals who are seeking those new licenses. So I
would suggest to you that you reach out to the
commission. And if you would like to formalize your
comments on any particular business owner on their
ability to obtain or not obtain a new license, that
would be well within your right. But unfortunately,
this body, nor does the department have the ability to
control who receives new licenses.

MR. WELBORNE: Yeah. I'm going to them. I'm
going to start down to the building safety first, the
zoning, see if he's —-- he's got to go through them. I

know that. But if he goes through them, then I know
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the process has started already. Anyway, I will check
with them. I'm going to check with them tomorrow, try
to find out. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you.

MR. ALEXANDER: Good afternoon. My name is
Darnel Alexander. I had an unfortunate tragedy July
20th on the river when they were having a white party
down at the marina. My brother's daughter, which is my
niece, I raised her, she went on the boat with six of
her friends, and she's the only one that didn't come
back. She died. She was rescued out of the water by a
good Samaritan. And the answers that her girlfriend
that's supposed to be her best friend that was on the
boat with her, I don't -- they don't settle very well
in my heart that that's actually what happened because
it was supposed to be a 24 foot boat. Now, since this
incident, I have went out and did my research and sized
up the 24 inch boat. And if six of us standing on the
boat, it's kind of impossible for somebody to disappear
and you don't know it for 45 minutes. This is what
she's telling us. She has my niece's son. I have a
criminal past that I can't actually go argue for the
son because I think that that might affect me from
getting him and I don't want him to end up in the

system. But I do want an investigation on my niece's
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And I've been down here and talked to

Sergeant Ford, and I haven't got any response or any

answers.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay. I want to —— you

also see me when we're done.

MR. ALEXANDER: Okay.
DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Okay. All right?
MR. ALEXANDER: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Anymore communication

from the audience? At this time, we'll prepare to

adjourn. Commissioners, 1is there a motion to adjourn?
COMMISSIONER BYRD: So moved.
COMMISSIONER MOORE: We don't have a quorum,
folks, so we're just going to adjourn. Thank you.

(Meeting concluded at 3:24 p.m.)

* * *
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