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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 March 6, 2014

3 About 3:03 p.m.

4           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.

5           AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

6           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Call the meeting to

7 order at 3:05.  Is it 3:05?

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  That's good.

9           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  3:03.

10           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  That's fine.

11           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I'm Jessica Taylor, I'm

12 Chair of the Board of Police Commissioners, and I'm

13 going to ask the Executive Secretary to call the roll.

14           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

15 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

16 Commissioner Donnell White.

17           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Present.

18           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Richard

19 Shelby.

20           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

21           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Wendell L.

22 Byrd.

23           COMMISSIONER BYRD:  Present.

24           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Reginald

25 Crawford.
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1           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

2           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willy E.

3 Bell.

4           COMMISSIONER BELL:  Present.

5           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Willy E.

6 Burton.

7           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

8           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Lisa Carter.

9           COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Present.

10           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Commissioner Ricardo R.

11 Moore.

12           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

13           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madam Chair, all are

14 present and accounted for.  You have a quorum.

15           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  And from the Chief's

16 Office, newly promoted D.C. Darryl Brown.

17           D.C. BROWN:  Present.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  George, can you

19 introduce the rest of the staff, please?

20           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Our staff in attendance

21 includes Ms. Aliyah Sabree, who is our attorney to the

22 Board, Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake, who is our Chief

23 Investigator, Mr. Robert Brown, our office manager,

24 Sergeant Alan Quinn, in the back who's recording our

25 proceeding, and Ms. Elizabeth Koller from Hanson Court
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1 Reporting Services.  That completes the introduction.

2           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Reverend Penson,

3 can you give us a prayer, please.

4           REVEREND PENSON:  Let us bow our heads.

5 Father, in the name of Jesus, we come before you first

6 and foremost to say thank you.  God, we just ask your

7 blessings upon this meeting.  God, we ask that you

8 bless these Board Members, God, and bless every

9 endeavor, God, we also ask that you send us the

10 resources to enhance our Police Department and protect

11 these Officers.  In Jesus' name.  Amen.

12           COMMISSIONERS:  Amen.

13           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.  Okay.

14 I move to approve the agenda for Thursday, March 6th,

15 2014.

16           COMMISSIONER:  So move.

17           COMMISSIONER:  Second.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

19 seconded.  Is there any discussion?  Seeing none, the

20 agenda stands approved.  I move to approve the minutes

21 for Thursday, February 20th, 2014.

22           COMMISSIONER:  So move.

23           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Is there a second?

24           COMMISSIONER:  Second.

25           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and
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1 seconded.  Is there any discussion?  Seeing none, the

2 minutes stand approved.  And a motion to approve the

3 minutes for Thursday, February 27th, 2014.

4           COMMISSIONER:  So move.

5           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Second.

6           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

7 seconded.  Is there any discussion?  If not, the

8 minutes stand approved.  Okay.

9           The Board of Police Officers Report.  Well, I

10 don't really have a report.  But I would like to say

11 that on behalf of the Board, I want to congratulate

12 some of the Officers that were promoted yesterday who

13 was just acknowledged D.C. Darryl Brown.  We also have

14 Harold Rochon, has been promoted to Captain in the

15 Third Precinct, Steve Dolunt has been promoted to

16 Commander of Patrol East, and Deputy Chief Lashinda

17 Houser, heads Support Services Bureau.  We would like

18 to congratulate you guys.

19                       (Applause.)

20           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  And under the leadership

21 of Chief James Craig, I believe that we have the finest

22 Police Department in the county at this time, that's

23 what I think.

24           COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Chair, I'd like to

25 second that.
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1           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Thank you,

2 sir.  We will have a report now, a Crime Report Update

3 by the Chief.  Let me acknowledge -- I just want to

4 acknowledge that A.C. White has joined us.

5           A.C. WHITE:  Good afternoon, Board.

6           COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

7           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Madam Chair, I just

8 wanted bring your attention to a letter that the Board

9 received from Bishop Charles H. Ellis, III.  He is

10 inviting the Board and all Law Enforcement Personnel to

11 Greater Grace Temple for their 16th Annual Law

12 Enforcement Appreciation and Prayer Day, which is on

13 Sunday, April 6th, 10:45, a.m.

14           I think you all have that that there in your

15 package, there is an R.S.V.P. by Friday, March 28th,

16 and that letter would be in your package.  That

17 completes my announcement, ma'am.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.  Now we

19 will go to the Chief's Report.

20           A.C. BROWN:  Once again, good afternoon.

21 Through the Chair, Chief Craig has a meeting this

22 afternoon, so I'm sitting in for him.  Crime continues

23 to trend in the right direction down which we love to

24 see.

25           As many of you are aware we had a high
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1 profile incident involving a security officer at CVS.

2           We're happy to announce that three arrests

3 have been made with regards to that incident.  The

4 information that has been gleaned is that we have the

5 right people and hopefully we can bring some closure to

6 that family.  A very tragic situation.

7           Also we started an academy of 30 -- 28

8 people.  We have two academy classes running right now.

9 We have a class scheduled to graduate late April, and

10 then I don't have a date on the final class which

11 started.  We're looking to hire an additional 28 to 30

12 people over the next few weeks.  So we're hoping to

13 have at least three classes running over the summer.

14           And lastly, there were promotions made

15 yesterday to the rank of Deputy Chief -- I heard you

16 mention those.  Deputy Chief Darryl Brown, Commander

17 Steve Dolunt was restored to his position of Commander,

18 and Harold Rochon from Lieutenant to Captain.  That

19 concludes my report.  Are there any questions?

20           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any questions,

21 Commissioners?

22           COMMISSIONER:  Captain Roche, what is his

23 assignment?

24           A.C. BROWN:  If I said Roche, I apologize.

25 We do have a Captain Roche.  And Captain Roche's
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1 assignment is the Ninth Precinct.

2           COMMISSIONER:  Okay, two different names.

3           A.C. BROWN:  And Captain Rochon, I believe

4 his assignment will be the Eleventh Precinct.

5           COMMISSIONER:  Okay.  Thank you.

6           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I have him the Third

7 Precinct, sir.

8           A.C. BROWN:  Yes, I apologize.  That's an

9 assignment from a Captain that was already in the

10 position of Captain, and that is Captain Eric Tosic

11 will be reassigned to the Third Precinct.

12           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Are there any

13 other questions?

14           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Through

15 the Chair, Chief there was a -- speaking of crime, the

16 Department's been busy the last week or two.  There was

17 a raid on East Seven Mile at Big Al's Car Wash.

18           A.C. BROWN:  Yes.

19           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  It may not be a big

20 deal.  I'm not that big on it.  I've never been there.

21 I have no intention of going there.  But it is in my

22 district.  And what was in the media was something

23 about whether or not there was a search warrant and

24 something.  It was something that was alleged to have

25 been taken.
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1           So I guess in the future if you could direct

2 me to someone that once that's closed out as to give

3 the correct information that everything -- well, I'm

4 not questioning whether or not everything was above

5 board because I personally believe that, but that's

6 just in my district.

7           A.C. BROWN:  Okay, sir, I understand.  What I

8 will do, there's two components to the investigation.

9 I don't know if OCI is involved in the Big Al's, but

10 there was an allegation alleged against an Officer that

11 would be under Internal Affairs.  Upon the conclusion

12 of the report I'll make sure the internal report is out

13 to this Board.

14           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Thank you

15 very much.

16           A.C. BROWN:  No problem.

17           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any other

18 questions?

19           COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Madam Chair.  Recently

20 we had a horrendous fire over on Schoolcraft.  Is there

21 any update as to the investigation?

22           A.C. BROWN:  I see Deputy Chief Levalley has

23 joined us.  I'd ask that he --

24           D.C. LEVALLEY:  Hi.  Deputy Chief David

25 Levalley, Criminal Investigations.  The fire at the
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1 apartment building on Jason Street in Northwest

2 Detroit.  Prior to the fire which has been ruled an

3 arson now, there was a criminal sexual conduct that

4 occurred at the location in one of the apartments.

5           The Investigators so far have identified two

6 suspects from that.  There were allegedly four

7 perpetrators of the sexual assault.  Two who have been

8 identify.  One of them is still out.  Our fugitive

9 crews are pursuing that person right now to try to get

10 him into custody.  The other suspect was taken into

11 custody last night.  He was positively identified by a

12 live line-up.

13           I anticipate that we'll have that second

14 suspect real soon.  We don't have a positive link

15 between those suspects and the arson yet.  You know,

16 the investigative assumption would be that they came

17 back and lit the place on fire to potentially destroy

18 some evidence.

19           But like I said, we don't have a solid link

20 to that piece of it yet, and we're working every day

21 multiple times a day with the arson squad and the

22 Captain in charge of Arson to make sure that that

23 information, the suspects that we have identified for

24 the sexual assault that they have for the arson and if

25 we can tie them together we will.
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1           As of yet my understanding is in speaking to

2 Arson that there's about four or five feet of debris in

3 the basement of the building because the building

4 collapsed.  There are still some residents that are

5 unaccounted for.

6           There was a water main break in front so

7 yesterday there was work that had to be done to repair

8 the water main break, and then the Arson and Fire

9 Department will be pumping the water out of the

10 building, bringing in the excavating equipment in to

11 pull that four or five feet of debris out to see if

12 there's anybody inside.

13           A.C. BROWN:  Thank you.  Also Commander

14 Johnny Thomas has some preliminary information on the

15 complaint.

16           COMMANDER THOMAS:  The search warrant on the

17 car wash.  Actually contrary to what was displayed on

18 the news there is a complaint that was made to OCI,

19 that complaint was basically that there was no search

20 warrant left and that the office door was broke open.

21           There was no allegation in that that there

22 was money taken.  At this point there's nothing that

23 says that.  OCI has, in fact, has reached out.  And

24 they're actually refusing to cooperate at this point.

25 So that's where we are on that investigation.
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1           A.C. BROWN:  Thank you, sir.  Lastly, I'd

2 just like to acknowledge Assistant Chief Eric Jones is

3 here, Captain Eric Tosic, and Captain Whitney Walton

4 from CIB.

5           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Is there any

6 other discussion on that matter?

7           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Madam Chair, I have a

8 question for Deputy Chief Levalley.

9           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.

10           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  A Mrs. Donna Thomas,

11 I guess she was in here about five or six weeks ago and

12 she talked about her daughter who is missing, a Miss

13 Wells, and she flew in from Florida.

14           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  I think it was her

15 daughter.

16           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  The son was the

17 second one.  The first one was her daughter.  And she

18 called me today, too, and she just wanted to know.  She

19 advised me that there have been, she's been given

20 updates and she wanted to know if there was anything

21 new.

22           And also, too, that she -- her daughter, I

23 guess, the Department she said back nineteen months

24 ago, the phone records were turned over to the Police

25 Department to look at phone records to try to pin down
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1 the last location because she had been canvassing the

2 eastside where the car was found, you know, vacant

3 houses, etcetera, looking for her daughter, so she

4 would greatly appreciate it if the Department would let

5 her know what the area the last phone call was made.  I

6 can talk to you about it.

7           D.C. LEVALLEY.  Yes.  I don't specifically

8 remember her.  I remember the two other people were up

9 that I spoke to.  But I'll get that information, make

10 sure I follow up.

11           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

12           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Any other

13 discussion?  Any other questions?  If not, we'll move

14 to the next item which is Standing Committee Reports.

15 Do we have any Committee reports?

16           COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Madam Chair, the

17 Personnel and Training Committee will reschedule our

18 meeting.  We were supposed to meet today after this

19 particular meeting.  We're going to reschedule that

20 until hopefully Saturday.  I have to talk to one of the

21 committee members to see if that's okay.  We definitely

22 have to reschedule.

23           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Thank you,

24 sir.  Is there any other reports?  Okay.  If not, we

25 move to New Business, which is a Resolution for Angelo
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1 Henderson.  I believe you, Commissioner Burton, did ask

2 for that Resolution?

3           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yes.

4           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  I going to ask

5 you read that.  Do we have that in here, George?

6           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  It should be.

7           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  If it's there, I want

8 you to read it into the record.

9           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Angelo Henderson, and

10 well known journalist, activist, and radio personality,

11 was an inspiration and a voice to those in the

12 community and around the nation.  He was a devoted

13 family man and is survived by his wife, Felicia

14 Henderson and their son Grant Henderson.  And he was

15 best know locally as the host of "Your Voice With

16 Angelo Henderson" where he focused on issues in Detroit

17 and provided a forum for residents to vent their

18 frustrations and concerns with crime and violence in

19 the City of Detroit.

20           In 1999, Mr. Henderson won the Pulitzer Prize

21 for his distinguished writing piece that detailed the

22 lives of those affected by an attempted drugstore

23 robbery that ended in the demise of the assailant

24 entitled, "Eye to Eye."  He received the distinguished

25 honor of being the only African American reporter to
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1 win a Pulitzer Prize at the Wall Street Journal.

2           Angelo Henderson was also co-founder of the

3 influential volunteer crime-watch organization "Detroit

4 300" which continues to encourage citizens to take back

5 their neighborhoods and to challenge the "no snitch"

6 culture by providing tips to law enforcement and

7 patrolling the streets, and.

8           And Angelo Henderson earned a Bachelors

9 Degree of Arts in Journalism in 1985 from the

10 University of Kentucky.  He later studied magazine

11 publishing at Howard University and studied leadership

12 through Harvard University's Divinity School.  In 2003

13 he became an ordained minister, and two years later, he

14 was inducted into the University of Kentucky's

15 Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame.  He was a proud

16 member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

17           All right.  Now therefore be it resolved that

18 the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking on

19 behalf of the citizens of the great City of Detroit and

20 the Detroit Police Department honor and salute Angelo

21 Henderson for his dedication to true journalism and

22 community activism.  He leaves behind an outstanding

23 legacy, and those he touched will remember for him his

24 dedication, passion, and never ending love for the City

25 of Detroit.  Detroit Board of Police Commissioners.
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1           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Mr. Secretary, you

2 mentioned some things that we could possibly do for the

3 family?

4           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Yes.  We're going to

5 reach out to the family, and try to see if we can get

6 them to attend next weeks community meeting and have a

7 formal presentation at that time.

8           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.

9           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Madam Chair, I move

10 for adoption of the posthumous Resolution honoring

11 Angelo Henderson.

12           COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Second.

13           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and

14 seconded to adopt the Resolution honoring Angelo

15 Henderson.  Is there any discussion?  All in favor?

16           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

17           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All opposed?  It's been

18 moved to adopt the Resolution.  The Resolution is

19 adopted.  Okay.  Let's move to our next item, Old

20 Business.  Is there any Old Business?  Okay.

21           Well, any Announcements?  Any Announcements

22 before I do my announcements?  Okay.  Commissioner, did

23 one of the Commissioners bring this information here,

24 sir?

25           COMMISSIONER:  I'm sorry.
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1           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  You brought some

2 information?  I just thought you wanted to make an

3 announcement.

4           COMMISSIONER:  Not at this time, next week.

5           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  Thank you.  Well,

6 Thursday, March 13th, 2014 at 6:30, we'll be at the

7 Central District and that's at the Boy Scouts of

8 America, 1776 West Warren Avenue.  Again, Thursday,

9 March 13th, 2014 at 6:30, Central District.

10           Now, we'll move to Oral Communications from

11 the audience.  I love this one.  All right.  Please

12 give your name and limit your comments to two minutes.

13           LIEUTENANT HOLT:  Lieutenant Holt, Chief's

14 Liaison.  I just have one great announcement and this

15 is the Detroit Police Department is sponsoring the

16 Sexual Assault and Abuse Prevention Seminar, and that's

17 going to target young woman ages 13 through 19.

18           This is called, "I am a Champion and Your Are

19 Going to Hear Me Roar."  And this is going to be held

20 at Don Bosco Hall which is located at 19321 West

21 Chicago, in Detroit, and that's for this Saturday,

22 March 8th, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., and also our City

23 Camp Children also will be participating in this event.

24 Thank you.

25           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Thank you,
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1 Ann.  Are there any other comments?

2           MR. RHOADES:  Hello, my name is Steven

3 Rhoades, R-H-O-A-D-E-S, I'm a resident of Detroit.

4 I've been here on past occasions.  And I'm just here to

5 talk about a small problem.  Just a small problem.  Not

6 a big problem.

7           And it has to do with the manner in which the

8 Detroit Police Department enforces the city ordinance

9 concerning business licenses.  And I've been here in

10 November, December, two meetings in February, now

11 March.  Left, oh, about eight voice messages to

12 different staff members and had about four telephone

13 conversations.

14           And at the last meeting it was suggested that

15 a letter would be written by the Board to go to the

16 City of Detroit Law Department to have them look into

17 this matter.  So I'm just here today to follow up again

18 in order to make sure that letter is being forwarded

19 off to the Law Department.

20           Now, really, it's not big problem.  And I

21 would think that it would have been resolved by now.

22 However, it's like pushing that wall of jello.  It just

23 doesn't ever seem to move.  Kind of squishy.  But I

24 never see any movement on that wall of jello.  Now, I

25 have no place else to go as I push on this wall of
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1 jello.

2           I'll be here again, and again, and again,

3 just pushing on that wall of jello, hoping some day

4 maybe there will -- thank you.

5           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Mr. Secretary, do we

6 have anything?  An update on that?

7           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  I would like to defer to

8 our attorney.

9           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.

10           ATTORNEY SABREE:  Good afternoon to the

11 Board.  Aliyah Sabree, for the record.  To answer Mr.

12 Rhoades question, I did reach out to Butch Hollowell,

13 the Chief of the City Law Department and he said he

14 will issue an opinion to the Board.

15           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  All right.  Sir,

16 did you hear what she said?

17           MR. RHOADES:  I heard it.

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.  So we did do a

19 little movement on it.

20           MR. RHOADES:  I'll just keeping pushing on

21 the wall of jello.  Thank you.

22           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Are there

23 any more comments?  One more.

24           MS. MORRIS:  Tijuanna Morris.  I am a retired

25 Detroit Police Officer.  And last time I was here I was
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1 told that -- I talked to an investigator and told that

2 something was supposed to be done and it didn't happen.

3 I filed a complaint several years ago 2009 and nothing

4 happened.

5           The investigation was not done correctly.

6 Even when there was supposed to have been another

7 meeting, that never happened.  The investigation was

8 never done.

9           When I went to court I was laughed at.  The

10 document was used against me.  My document was used

11 against me by State Farm.  I was a victim.  The Police

12 Officer he changed his story.  The witnesses that hit

13 me they changed their story.  I was found not

14 fraudulent.  But I was ordered to pay State Farm

15 $116,000 plus.

16           I'm appealing the decision.  And for the

17 misconduct that was going on, I did bring before this

18 Honorable Body.  And I'm not mad at the officer.  I'm

19 not mad at the officer because he went before whoever

20 he went before, and nothing happened.

21           And this is an injustice.  And I also went to

22 our federal monitor.  You cannot -- a lay person,

23 citizen cannot reached the federal monitor.  You have

24 to go through the judge.  Judge Cook.  I went through

25 Judge Cook, certified mail.  My response was he has
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1 nothing to do with what the federal monitor does.  But

2 we the taxpayers pay the money.  So I brought it to

3 this group.  I also filed a complaint with Laura.  I'm

4 filing a complaint with the justice system because my

5 complaint is not heard.

6           I personally feel the voices of Detroit is

7 falling on deaf ears.  You want to contact me.  My name

8 is Tijuanna Morris.  My phone number is (313) --

9           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  You might not want

10 to put that on record, Ms. Morris.

11           MS. MORRIS:  I have no problem with it. (313)

12 208-8323.  Please contact me if you want a dialog to

13 find out your problems or the situation that I have.

14 Thank you.

15           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  All right.  Chief, are

16 you going to talk with her?  Okay.  Ms. Morris --

17           MS. MORRIS:  Anybody want to say anything?

18           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Ms. Morris, she's going

19 to talk with you.

20           CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Through the Chair,

21 Pamela Davis Drake for the record, Chief Investigator

22 for OCI.  We did conduct an investigation through

23 Mrs. Morris' case.  That was several years ago.  At

24 that time she was not happy with the decision that was

25 made, the findings that were made with OCI.  And she
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1 did request, and this was some time ago, I think it was

2 at least at year or so ago, that Ms. Morris requested

3 an appeal through the Board.  Several dates were given.

4 There was some difficulty in scheduling and that didn't

5 happen.

6           I think it was a lot of it was because

7 Ms. Morris was not available.  I believe she had some

8 health concerns, as well.  So I don't know how the

9 Board would like to move forward with it.  But I know

10 that there was an appeal or request for an appeal of

11 the decision.

12           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  So her complaint was

13 answered?

14           CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  We did complete

15 and thorough investigation and we did advise Ms. Morris

16 as to the results of that investigation.  She was not

17 happy with those results, and she requested an appeal

18 through the Board.

19           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Okay.

20           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Madam Chair, if you

21 could for the benefit of the Commissioners just

22 articulate the appeals process.

23           CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Well, the appeal

24 process from my understanding is that a formal, some

25 type of a formal response in writing has to come from
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1 Ms. Morris to the Board, and at that point the Board or

2 the Secretary, I believe, I think it comes to

3 Mr. Anthony, and then Mr. Anthony reviews that and

4 passes it onto the Board.

5           The Board makes a decision as to whether or

6 not they're going to hear the matter.  They received

7 all of the information regarding the case and review

8 that and then they make the decision as to the hearing

9 as to whether or not a hearing will be scheduled and if

10 they do so they move forward with that process.

11           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  And through the

12 Chair, Chief, has she been notified of that process and

13 procedure and how to activate the appeal?

14           CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  I believe that has

15 been the case.  Again, this was some time ago.  We're

16 talking at least a year ago.

17           VICE CHAIRPERSON WHITE:  Okay.  But she

18 appears to be in disagreement.  But if you could,

19 again, through the Chair, Chief, if you could speak

20 with her to make sure that she's aware of that process?

21           CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE:  Yes, absolutely.

22           VICE CHAIRPERSON:  That would be greatly

23 appreciated.

24           CHIEF INVESTIGATOR:  Will do.  Thank you.

25           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you.
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1           MS. MORRIS:  May I give a comment?

2           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  For the sake of time and

3 people, others, to have a chance to talk, we won't go

4 into here, but the Chief will talk to you about it.

5           MS. MORRIS:  I don't think nothing's going to

6 be done because it hasn't been done.  Thank you.

7           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Are there any other

8 comments?

9           MS. SMITH:  I fell last night, guys, so I'm

10 hurting.  Good afternoon.  Bernice Smith, Human

11 Resource Commission.  Good afternoon to the Board and

12 to you, Chief.

13           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Good afternoon.

14           MS. SMITH:  I have both positive and negative

15 things to say.  First, I'll give you the negative --

16 I'll give the positive.  There was reports last -- this

17 week about the Police doing a survey and in their

18 process of surveying this particular area they noticed

19 a car that was parked on the opposite side of street.

20           And during the thorough investigation they

21 found out that had two men in there and they

22 confiscated weapons.  They couldn't give them a

23 certificate stating that they were legally responsible

24 for holding those in their possession, so they arrested

25 and sent them to the detention.



3/6/20143/6/2014

Page 26

1           Also a man was walking down the street.  The

2 squad car noticed him acting suspiciously and they

3 investigated.  Again, they found a gun on his

4 possession without a license.  Another incident was,

5 this is really ridiculous, they had an investigation go

6 to this particular house, when they knocked on the door

7 the man came to the door with a bag of drugs in his

8 hand.  When he saw the Police he ran to the back.  But

9 naturally the police were doing their jobs.  They

10 captured him.  Again, another one sent to the

11 detention.

12           Now, the two men that was found in the car --

13 well, they wasn't found, they were parked in the car

14 and they had guns on them and also they had weed.  The

15 one in the backseat had weed in his possession.  So the

16 four of them was taken to detention.

17           So I'm just giving kudos to my Police

18 Department.

19           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Yes, ma'am.

20           MS. SMITH:  And want them to know that I

21 definitely appreciate their work that they're doing if

22 the Detroiters don't know.  Because most of them don't

23 even know about it.  But I do a lot of investigating

24 about my Police Department.

25           Now the negative thing was, the Officer as
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1 most of you know that was on suspension, and she had a

2 accident in the car and she tried to flee.  Now, this

3 is bad record for our Department and I do hope you

4 won't do no coverup and we'll take care of that.

5           Also the officer that assaulted his

6 girlfriend when she had to jump out the window to get

7 away from him, I definitely want you to do something

8 about him.  In other words, suspend him, if not

9 discharge him.  Because we don't need that kind of a

10 report for no Police Officer.

11           And I feel as though that he should be

12 suspended harshly or whatever your decision is in

13 regards to his case.  Let him know that we don't

14 tolerate that.  I don't care if you've been on there

15 thirty years.  We still don't tolerate that kind of

16 conduct from any Detroit Police Officer.  I do hope

17 something won't be covered up about that.

18           I am very proud of the Chief when he spoke to

19 the reporter the other day.  Because he wanted to make

20 something out of it.  I was there that night when this

21 incident happened.  So I knew that he was surveying the

22 area and he was walking up and down on that side.

23           This was the aisle that Cushingberry was

24 coming down and he rushed around so he could met him

25 right there.  And the Police did their job by trying to
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1 keep him from going down that aisle and disturbing

2 because Cush was late coming into the meeting in the

3 first place, so he was rushing in.  So I'm glad that

4 was settled and the Chief found out that there was no

5 one responsible.  In other words, the Police and the

6 Security Guard was not responsible for their actions.

7           Also, I think that more Police are doing what

8 they supposed to do.  I'm glad and we in the 300 are

9 very glad that they confiscated the gun, I guess, the

10 guns, but the men that killed that security guard.  I

11 am very happy about it.  And I feel as though that

12 we're going to do more and more for this City and the

13 people should be aware of what the Police Department is

14 doing.

15           Now, one more thing, I feel as though that

16 the Police that are bringing a bad name to our City

17 they should have what is it, psychoanalyzed, whatever

18 the test is that you give them.  And I think you should

19 do that at least once a month for them because they are

20 under stress and they do wish to do a good job.

21           But sometimes I guess it gets the best of

22 them so they just say, "the hell with it."  But I do

23 want them to be more diligent in regards to their job

24 and let them know that we do care about them and give

25 them a test so they can air out whatever their
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1 anxieties are in regards to their job.

2           And I thank you very much for listening to

3 me.

4           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Bernice.

5           A.C. BROWN:  I'd like to comment on just one

6 aspect of her comments.  Thank you for the information.

7 I assure you there is no coverup and there will not be

8 a coverup.

9           In fact, I'm proud of the reaction to these

10 two unfortunate incidents both of which I'd like to

11 point out the arrests were made by the Detroit Police

12 Officers.  So, you know, when you talk about

13 transparency and a standard of excellence.  When

14 Officers are making arrests of Officers that speaks

15 volumes to the character of the organization.  So I do

16 thank you for your comments.

17           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Commissioner Crawford?

18           COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Through

19 the Chair, also I might add that I work at the Wayne

20 County Jail, been there for almost seven years.  And I

21 was there the other night when the Officer was

22 processed in.  So there is no coverup.

23           I've been there, I've seen Detroit Police

24 Officers unfortunately come through the Wayne County

25 Jail being processed there and it's not a good feeling
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1 and, you know, to the Department.  I don't want to see

2 any more Detroit Police Officers coming through the

3 Wayne County Jail.  I'm serious.  It's really sad.  So

4 we will -- the individual Officers need to get their

5 house in order.

6           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.

7           MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon.  I'm Tyrone

8 Carter, President of the Original United Citizens of

9 Southwest Detroit 48217.  People mostly know us because

10 of the Marathon Plant is there.  Now, I'm on the

11 community advisory panel for Marathon.

12           The question I have, does the Department of

13 Homeland Security fall under the Police Department?

14 Does anybody know?

15           A.C. BROWN:  We have a Homeland Security

16 Department, yes.

17           MR. CARTER:  Okay.  I was told Monday in a

18 meeting with the Mayor, because our argument down in

19 Southwest Detroit has been for the last couple years

20 there's no evacuation plan.  There was an explosion at

21 the Marathon Plant last summer.  Melvindale had an

22 evacuation plan.

23           I've been in front of City Council.  I've met

24 with the former Homeland Security, Police, Commissioner

25 of Fire Austin and everybody else.  There seems to be
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1 no plan, no participation in that community as far as

2 an evacuation plan.

3           So today I came down here to find out who

4 actually is change and who do I need to see as the

5 president of a mostly senior community that has been

6 shut out of the process.  When you sit and watch TV and

7 see another community evacuated, but there's not even

8 any notification to the taxpaying community, that poses

9 a problem.

10           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Well, Chief, I'll defer

11 it to you first and see if you can answer that?

12           A.C. BROWN:  I'm sorry.  The person in charge

13 of the City's Homeland Security is Director Gerard

14 Simon, and if I can get some information from you I'll

15 put you in contact with him.

16           MR. CARTER:  Okay.

17           A.C. BROWN:  All right.  Commander, would you

18 take care of that for me?

19           MR. CARTER:  Thank you.

20           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  Thank you, sir.  Are

21 there any other communications?  Any other

22 communications?  Move to adjourn.

23           COMMISSION BYRD:  So move.

24           COMMISSIONER BELL:  Support.

25           CHAIRPERSON TAYLOR:  It's been moved and
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1 seconded.  Any discussion?  Adjourned.  The meeting is

2 adjourned.

3          (The hearing concluded at 3:40 p.m.)
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