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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, August 8, 2013

About 6:37 p.m.
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Good afternoon
and welcome to the Board of Police Commissioners
meeting. My name is Jessica Taylor, I'm the
Chairperson and to my left is Commissioner
Donnell White who's the Vice-Chairman, and we
also have with us AC James White from the Chief's
office.

And at this time I'm going to ask the
Secretary to introduce the rest of the staff.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you, Madam
Chair. For the record, George Anthony,
Secretary to the Board.

We have present from our staff
Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake who is seated in the
front. She is our Chief Investigator.

Our recorders today 1is Mr. Robert
Brown, our office manager, Sgt. Alan Quinn and
Mr. Dale Rose from Hanson Court Reporting
Service.

That's completes the introductions,
ma'am.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Is Pastor Darrell
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Reed here? Can you come up, sir, give us the —-

PASTOR REED: Let us bow our heads as I
pray.

(INVOCATION WAS GIVEN.)

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Okay, we're happy
to be here at the UAW/Chrysler Local 7. 1Is there
a representative here? There's no representative
here? Okay, well, we'd just like to give our
thanks for their hospitality.

At this time I'm going to ask
Commissioner White if he could read the duties
and responsibilities.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Yes, ma'am.

Currently the composition of the Board
of Police Commissioners consists of five members
appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by City
Council.

Commissioners serve five-year terms and
may not serve more than five years consecutively.
The Commissioners meet once a week and may recess
during Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years
holidays. All meetings are open to the public.

The duties of the Board of Police
Commissioners are to establish policy, rules and

regulations in consultation with the Chief and
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the approval of the Mayor, to review and approve
department's budget, to review and approve
department promotions, to receive and resolve
complaints concerning the operation of the police
department, and to act as final authority to
impose and review discipline of Detroit Police
Department employees, also to appoint the
civilian personnel director, to prepare an annual
report of department activities for the public,
the Mayor and City Council.

Its staff includes an Executive
Secretary who serves as Secretary to the Board
and attends all meetings, the Chief Investigator
and additional investigators and other staff as
necessary to provide support to the Board.

The Police Commission considers itself
a liaison between the citizens of the city of
Detroit and the Detroit Police Department.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you,
Commissioner and I'd just like to say at this
time that Commissioner Jerome Warfield will not
be present tonight, so we don't have a gquorum and
we can't approve anything, so we're going to go
-— I'm going to turn this over to AC White for

the Eastern District presentation.
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ASST. CHIEF WHITE: All right. Good
afternoon or actually good evening everybody. I

just want to take a minute to thank the command
officers and all the officers for that matter for
being here this evening.

Commander Duane McKissic, Inspector
Denny Allen, Deputy Chief James Tolbert, Interim
Commander Eric Jones, Interim Inspector Harold
Rochon, Interim Inspector Costello Williams,
Chief of Staff —- you know, when you're up here
you forget names of people you see every day —- ,
Charles Wilson, whatever you are.

Interim Inspector Barren and anybody
else who I forgot or name I forgot -- and
Inspector Duane Blackman. Thank you all for
being there.

I know these are very busy times in the
department and we are all doing a very good job
and also a special thank you once again to the
Northeastern District. We have launched our DDC,
Detroit Detention Center. They have worked
diligently, hard, extreme professionalism in
mastering that program over there, so again thank
you for getting that off the ground. 1It's going

to free up a lot of our officers to go to the
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Street.

I bring greetings from the Chief who
couldn't be here tonight, but wanted to be, but
other matters called to his attention tonight, so
he wanted to make sure that I let you all know
that he did want to be here tonight.

With that, I will turn the mic over to
Interim Commander Jones for the presentation.

COMMANDER JONES: Good afternoon. May
it please this Honorable Board, Inspector Eric
Jones, commanding officer of the Eastern
District.

When we last met in February I informed
you that we were in the process of moving toward
implementation of Operation Cease Fire.

Operation Cease Fire is a group
violence reduction strategy which leverages the
community first and foremost, law enforcement and
social services to deliver the message that the
violence must stop.

Since we last met we have made
significant progress. On June 11 and 12 the
Eastern District Special Operations, the Homicide
Unit and our federal partners and University of

Cincinnati held a group member review session and

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8/8/2013
Page 8
a homicide review session.

At that session we identified
problematic groups and gangs and reviewed
homicides that potentially had a group or gang
nexus. After the review sessions were complete
the University of Cincinnati staff returned to
their offices to compile and analyze the data.

The analysis revealed that the Eastern
District has 26 violent groups or gangs, 16 1in
the 5th Precinct and 10 in the 9th Precinct with
approximately 400 members.

Further, the data revealed that of the
400 members, 35 of them are impact players and on
probation and parole. Our colleagues at the
Michigan Department of Corrections and the Courts
have prepared invite letters for the 35 impact
players to our first call-in session to be held
August 28 at the Matrix Center.

At the call-in the community, law
enforcement and social service entities will
present the message that the violence must stop
and that we will help you turn toward a positive
lifestyle.

Thank you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Any questions?
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COMMISSIONER WHITE: Not at this time.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you, sir.

COMMANDER JONES: Thank vyou.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: I guess we have a
presentation.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Yes, sir.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Presentation for
the Eastern District regarding the citizen.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: We'll start with
this resolution. I think the Asst. Chief was
saying that he has some accolades that he would
like to pass on to Mr. Jim Grenwick.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Okay, so we'll
do it after.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Okay.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: At this time
we're going to -- we have -- under new business
we have a resolution for Mr. Jim Grenwick and I'm
going to ask Commissioner White if he would do us
the honor.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Is Mr. Grenwick
with us this evening? How are you, sir?

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Before us this

evening is a resolution honoring Mr. Jim
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Grenwick.

WHEREAS, Mr. Jim Grenwick is a proud
lifelong resident of the city of Detroit who is
active within the Eastern District. Mr. Grenwick
graduated from Cass Technical High School in
Detroit, attended Wayne State University and
later joined the United States Air Force.

After 20 years of living in several
states he chose to move back to Detroit and move
his family to Cornerstone Village neighborhood a
few blocks away from his childhood home, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grenwick's desire to help
others prompted him to get involved with the
community and to empower others to improve their
own situations. The accomplishments have worked
to improve the quality of life for everyone
living or working in Cornerstone Village. For
the last 18 months he has served as president of
Cornerstone Village Community Organization.
During his presidency Cornerstone had maintained
a monthly information flyer getting the youth
involved by delivering the newsletters, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grenwick continues to
involve the youth by creating a collaborative

called Lawn Academy. The Lawn Academy unites the
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business community with the kids of the
neighborhood to achieve the common goal of
maintaining Cornerstone Village's overgrown lots.
The youth earn a wage as well as a sense of
community belonging with immediate results. The
Cornerstone Village is proud of its success with
the academy under Mr. Grenwick's leadership and
is considering forming a college scholarship fund
for the youth who live in Cornerstone Village.

In April of this year Cornerstone
Village created their community garden by turning
a vacant lot into a productive neighborhood
meeting spot. The garden produces lettuce,
tomatoes, peppers and flowers, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grenwick has been
instrumental in building a common ground,
information sharing, relationship and partnership
between the community, the Detroit Police
Department and other city agencies he and his
organization realize that grass root effort has
been tried and true in making our communities a
safer better place for all involved.

As a result of this collaborative
effort there has been a reduction in crime and

better quality of life for the Cornerstone
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Village community.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the
Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on
behalf of the citizens of the city of Detroit and
the Detroit Police Department acknowledge the
dedication and persistence of Mr. Jim Grenwick.
His highly displayed commitment to community
service and his ability to build sustainable
community partnerships merit our highest regards.

We thank and congratulate you, Mr. Jim
Grenwick, signed the Detroit Board of Police
Commissioners adopted this day, August 8, 2013.
Congratulations.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMANDER JONES: Spirit of Detroit
Award i1s presented herewith as an expression of
the gratitude and esteem of the citizens of
Detroit to Mr. Jim Grenwick in recognition of
exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership
and dedication to improving the quality of life.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMANDER JONES: The Detroit Police
Department presents the Certificate of
Recognition to Mr. Jim Grenwick, resident of the

city of Detroit in appreciation of your
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contribution. Your involvement in the community
and service to the city of Detroit demonstrate a
spirit and commitment that is worthy of
recognition.

(APPLAUSE.)

MR. GRENWICK: ©None of us in public
service seek to be honored, but when it happens
it feels good, so thank you.

MR. CHOPSKY: You know, I could hardly
wait to come up here to be a part of the Jim
Grenwick Show. First and foremost let me say can
I got an amen now?

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Sir, can you
state your name for the record?

MR. CHOPSKY: Oh, I'm sorry, I tried to
be anonymous. My name is Steven Chopsky, I'm the
captain of Cadieux Road in Detroit and I have red
geraniums so when you come by and you need to be
honked up, just honk and I'll wave back at you.

But what I want to do is just make
light of his beautiful occasion, these wonderful
officers and public servants, and I've been
thinking about what I could do, and so I wanted
to sing Jim a song if I could. He doesn't know

about this, but I want you to join me and the
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song is, "For He's a Jolly good Fellow."
Now, here we go. I'm leading this now.
All right, we got a presentation for you. We're

looking at you, Jim.

(SONG IS SUNG - APPLAUSE).

MR. CHOPSKY: I'm done.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: There is no old
business, so announcements, Thursday, August 15,
2013 at 3 PM we'll have our next meeting and that
will be at the Detroit Public Safety Headquarters
at 1301 Third Avenue in the Media Room.

At this time we're going to ask for
oral communications from the audience and we're
just going to remind you to state your name and
please limit your comments to two minutes.

MR. DAVIS: Good afternoon. My name is
Elder Anthony Davis, Sr. I'm from AC Towing and
I —— since May 1st that the City ask us to pay
$75 per car that comes into our yard and they
told us we have 30 days, they give us like seven
days or five days grace to make sure that money
is there every single month when they want us to
pay our money to them, but they not paying our
money to us.

They want us to be timely fashion, but
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they do what they want to do when it comes to
paying us. We have a problem. I turn all my
slips in. I have not received any money. Now, I
done gave the City almost $20,000 within the last
two months and I have not got one penny from
them.

Now, we take cars to forfeiture, 2121
Fort Street, we take them to 7800 Dix. Gene's
Towing has not paid us. The money, they sent me
a check for $600 and they owe me about $3,000.
They have not paid my money. I want to know what
can be done about it.

The City wants their money, I paid it
but they not paying me. Now, is that fair? I'm
not robbing Peter to pay Paul, I'm not stealing
from the City. I pay all my taxes, I live and I
worship right in the city of Detroit.

All my dues, everything, all my
inspections, all my money is paid up but what
about the small people. I know a lot of these
billionaires, they don't even go after them.

They owe millions and they won't give a couple
thousand dollars that they owe me. They ready to
take me off the list if I don't pay them.

You know some of these billionaires owe
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$80 million in taxes, don't even pay they rent.
They don't go after them, but they go after the
small man. I want to know what can that be done.
I need a response. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Okay, you're
welcome. Just a minute. AC, 1is there anything
you want to say to the gentleman, to Mr. Davis?

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: We can get his
information and unfortunately we're going to have
to turn them over to City Budget.

MR. DAVIS: Not only City Budget, what
about the Gene's Towing. They owe me money. I'm
taking cars, they supposed to pay us and they're
not paying us.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Unfortunately, sir,
Gene's Towing is not —-

MR. DAVIS: You say that we got to take
them cars to them and they supposed to pay us.
Now I paid my money every month. I just gave
almost $7,300.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Can I respond?

MR. DAVIS: Yes, sir.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Gene's Towing 1is
not an entity of the police department. They

don't work —-- they've not a part of the police
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department so at that point it becomes a civil
matter, but what we can do is get your
information and get it to the right people in
City Budget.

MR. DAVIS: But also I have a building
myself. I don't have to take the prints to their
place. I can being them to my place and I don't
have to worry about getting a penny from them.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you, okay.
Ms. McCant.

MS. McCANT: My name is Yolanda McCant
and I reside in the Northeastern District. I
have some issues and I understand that we're just
changing over hands and we do have a new
commander.

I'm having problems with young people.
I was up to 3 AM this morning. Someone died and
they want to do a candlelight vigil. When they
get through with the vigil they stays out there
from 6 o'clock yesterday afternoon or before
until 3 AM in the morning. I called —-- they say
call 9-1-1, I called 9-1-1, I called the station.

I mean, I work in the community, I do a
lot of stuff in the community and all I'm asking

for if I have a problem in my community where I
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reside why is it that I cannot get a scout car.
You call 9-1-1, they say, "We'll send it."

I understand all the protocols, I
understand that we have priority runs that's over
others, but when there's more than one call made
to 9-1-1 it has to be a problem. That's one of
my problems.

The other problem is October 1 starts
the -—- what is it —-—- breast cancer awareness and
we would like to put up some ribbons that was
down at the old 1300, if possible could we find

out i1f we could post them up at the new location

also.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: AC?

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Yeah, we can help
you with both those matters, ma'am. If you would

though start with Comm. McKissic in the back of
the room, he's going to help you out with the
problem with the kids, and DC Tolbert will get
with you on the issue with the building.

MS. McCANT: Okay, thank you.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

MS. WOODS: Actually I'm here to say
something good —-- he doesn't say it, but Lt.

Rochon. We attend the Eastern District meetings
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that we have with him and I want to commend him
how he goes the extra mile for us. He gives us
his number to call him personally and when we
call, he gets things done.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Ma'am, state your
name.

MS. WOODS: Oh, I'm sorry, my name 1is
Gwen Woods and I just really —- also his staff,
Officer Robins, Officer Curtis, they have been
such a blessing to us. And one of the things
that more people —- the meetings are not packed
out, there's not a lot of people attending and he
wants more people to come.

So what I want to say that we need to
attend those meetings because he has made himself
available to us and I have seen an impact in the
neighborhood. And like I said, he may not be
able to answer me at that moment, but I guarantee
he does get back with us and he does follow up,
so I just want to thank you for that, and thank
you for giving us a little peace of mind in the
neighborhood.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: All right, thank
you, ma'am.

(APPLAUSE.)
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MS. THOMPSON: Hi, my name is Mary
Thompson and my son Jeremy Thompson was murdered
on May 1lst and it actually was in the Northeast
District, I've been hearing that tonight.

I have never thought I would be in this
position or know anything about the city of
Detroit's police department, but I know too much
now and I just feel like the police officers
should call you back in the Homicide Department.
It's impossible to get a police officer to call
you back.

Every question I've ever had answered
has had to have gone through the Crimestoppers or
I wouldn't have it answered. When I finally get
ahold of a police officer which I had to —-- it
was hard -- he wanted to know why I was asking
these questions that I was asking and he seemed
to be quite annoyed that I was calling him.

And even the police station in the area
that this crime happened, they didn't even seem
to know about it at all and that worries me
because this guy could get brought in for
anything.

This was not his first crime and he

obviously lives in that area. I do understand
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that the police officers have —-- especially
Homicide -- way more cases that they can handle.

I honestly don't even know how they can function
as normal people when they go home at night with
what they deal with during the day.

But I asked three things of the police.
I asked them if they would share information with
a private investigator so I could get someone to
look at my case; they said no.

I asked them if the one witness that
says she can identify this guy could look at
mugshots, they said no. I asked them if they
tested the shell casing for fingerprints, they
said no, they do not do that.

However, I do know that they do in
Oakland County and I offered to pay for that to
be done myself, and they said no. And I just
want to ask the Police Chief to make them let me
have that shell casing tested. I can leave these
with you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you, ma'am.
First we want to offer our condolences to you and
then I'm going to have AC White to see if he can
help you with that.

MS. THOMPSON: Thank you.
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ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Yes, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: And also I want
you to see our Chief Investigator, she's right
here. You can come back up to the mic.

MS. THOMPSON: I'm sorry, I don't know
the protocol.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Yes, ma'am. First
and foremost, I'm so sorry for your loss.

MS. THOMPSON: Thank you.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: It is not
unreasonable for you to expect a return phone
call. With regard to the issues that you bring
forward today, as you have been told they're very
complex issues, but we're here to attempt to help
you.

Insp. Blackman is the commanding
officer —— will you raise your hand -- of
Homicide. He's here tonight, he'll be able to
talk to you through some of these issues, okay?

MS. THOMPSON: Oh, thank you very much,
I appreciate that.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: But you can start
with the Chief Investigator.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Madam Chair, if I

could through the Chair, and Chief, this has been
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a —— I wouldn't say the norm, probably more so
not the case, but is there a mechanism where we
track the number of calls that are coming into
particularly Homicide seeking questions and is it
tracked in terms of a time frame that individuals
are being responded to or how do we —— is there a
measurement, 1is there a standard that is in place
that an individual should expect a phone call
back within 24 or 48-hour time period, so what
can we say to individuals that is a standard in
terms of what they can expect back then in the
form of a response?

INSP. BLACKMAN: This is Insp. Duane
Blackman, Homicide. A couple of the comments
that you made, there would not be a mechanism to
track other than the fact that they would call
and leave a message with the investigator, but
one of the things I would encourage anyone when
they do call the investigator, if that is not —--
they're not receiving a phone call back that they
would call a supervisor so that that supervisor
can make sure that whatever information they need
is given back to them; that's Number 1.

But Number 2 —-- and understanding that

there is —- this is a complex and a continuous
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problem and it's based on the fact that my
investigators are normally not sitting at their
desks and fielding phone calls because, as
stated, there are several cases they're
investigating.

But we are attempting to rectify that
by having a liaison be in place and hopefully it
should be started sooner than later, and that's
utilizing some of the individuals from the
Citizens Police Academy to be able to be that
liaison so that there is someone that they can
speak to so that they're not just receiving
either a busy signal or receiving a voice
message.

And so that's something that's going to
be implemented shortly, very shortly. And from
the information I'm hearing that is being
indicated, that she just has not received any
information and she does not have any direct
contact with this investigator.

I will address the issues about what
was told to her, but not receiving those phone
calls back after a message is sent to the
investigator is something I'm dealing with right

now.
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COMMISSIONER WHITE: If T could through
the Chair, Insp. Blackman, when individuals make
contact with the community, is that within an
investigator's log or should it be reflected that
they have made contact?

INSP. BLACKMAN: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Okay, thank you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you.

PASTOR IRVIN: Good evening. My name
is pastor Gerald Irvin. I have had a couple of
issues on my block. We started Faircrest Block

Club and we was having people squatting in the
houses and tearing down the awnings off the
houses, taking the license plates off they cars
and having a lot of drug guys trying to get into
the house.

We had one incident on the corner where
we had the drug dealers was taking over this
house and I went to the community affair meeting
and I met Officer Rochon and he gave me his
telephone number so he told me to let him know if
any activity goes on in the neighborhood.

So I dialed the number and a lot of
cleaning up had taken place after I had called

him, so the precinct came through the

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8/8/2013
Page 26

neighborhood and cleaned up the area where the
drug dealers was in there with guns and Uzi's and
stuff and they had a house party right directly
in front of my house and I called them again, and
the officers came and cleaned up the
neighborhood.

So the issue —-— I think if we can get
more contact with the police officers we can get
the area cleaned up, so it's been a job because
we started our block club and it was like they
was coming taking over the block. We've got two
houses, squatters are there now, and one directly
across from my house they were selling drugs,
trying to take over the house, so I called the
City. They said they couldn't do anything about
it.

I asked them could they board it up.
They couldn't do anything about it. So I met
Officer Rochon and he sent the police over there
and they kind of cleaned up the area. So the
tactics that he uses, it works, you know, and I
think if there are more officers that would
probably agree with that, if you have a contact
with someone that can directly get to the

problem.
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Because I call 9-1-1 it was like a
joke. I called —-- called a bunch of numbers, but
the response was second to none, I didn't get
anything, but when I called Officer Rochon I want
to commend him and the precinct for taking care
of the Faircrest Block Club. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: All right, thank

you.
(APPLAUSE.)
MS. HATCHER: My name is Evangelist
Dora Hatcher. I am not here to bash our
officers. I know we're short. I'm here to say

thank you. I may be one in a 100 that can get a
response and I know that there are people that
don't and I know that you're short.

But I know I thank God for a new Chief
that I do believe is going to help get this
straightened out with God's help.

I was at the Board of Police
Commissioners meetings at Focus Hope and the next
morning our doors were open to our precinct, yes.
They weren't locked at 4 o'clock any more and I
want to say -—- I can't say this enough.

If you don't come to a meeting until

you have a problem, you don't know who to

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8/8/2013

Page 28
contact. I want to say to the preacher that just
sat down, there is a Building & Safety
Department. I don't like to throw out names, but

Arthur Edge is one of them, and sometimes you
just have to step out and do what you have to do.

I had a drug problem on the corner of
Emery and Hawthorn. I learned a lot from Rochon
over there. And I went over to help the young
man clean up where they had dumped behind his
house, but I knew he was allowing this boy to do
drugs because I'm watching my neighbor do it
every day, all of us are.

I'm the second oldest on my block and
we keep it clean and I went over and I said, "You
know, young man, I knew your dad and your
grandma. Now, I know you don't want to go to
jail so you need to keep yourself a little clean,
you know." He wasn't doing it, but he was
allowing this young man to use his home. He just
opened up to me.

He said, "You're right, Ms. Hatcher.

He will stop being on my porch" and I broke it
up. And they know I don't play. I'm not saying
put yourself out there in harm's way, but you got

to let these people know you are not playing.
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And I want to commend —-- is 1t Lt.
Rochon or Insp. Rochon? Okay. When he was in

Northeastern there's not one of us that couldn't
call and he didn't take care of business and we
lost him I'd say a little bit, but I still bugs
him. Thank you all.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

MS. BROWN: Hi, my name is Beverly
Brown. I'm the vice-president of the Eastern
District Community Relations Council. And excuse
me 1if I'm shaking because I don't do this well.

On the piggyback of what the other
people just got through saying, the person that
was supposed to present this is not here so I
have the special honor or honoring Lt. Rochon.

(APPLAUSE.)

MS. BROWN: This is not how he acts at
the Eastern District meetings.

Certificate of Congratulations, Wayne
County Commission, Inspector Harold Rochon.

WHEREAS, we are pleased to honor you
for your outstanding service to Wayne County
Third District Community as inspector of Eastern
District Police —-—- Detroit Police Department,

excuse me. Providing 20 years of dedicated
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service to the safety of Detroit residents.

Your numerous accomplishments will
undoubtedly serve as a role model for others to
emulate and we extend our sincerest wishes for an
even brighter future abundant with success.

"We make a living by what we get, but
we make a life by what we give", Winston
Churchill. We present this certificate as an
expression of celebration and as a record of our
respect on this 27th of July, 2013. Martha Jean
Scott, Wayne County Commissioner, District 3.

(APPLAUSE.)

MS. BROWN: I just want to say, he
does what he says he's going to do, and not only
that you get a feeling of comfort, you know what
I'm saying, because a lot of times you feel like
there's no use, there's no reason to take the
next breath, but he encourages us to keep taking
that next step and keep taking that next breath.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE.)

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Anyone else for
Harold Rochon, anyone else?

MR. WOODS: To the Commissioners, my

name is Gene Woods. My wife was up a few minutes
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ago. Our neighborhood association is Lasalle.
We're on roughly Connor and Six Mile area right
by the airport and I raised my hand when you
asked.

I too have to commend Lt. Rochon and
his —-- those that work with him because he
encourages us at the meetings that we have once a
month and we see action. And like the lady that
was here before me, that makes a difference.
We've been in the neighborhood and in our area
for almost 30 years and we've seen some come and
go on behalf of the community relations, the
police and they get up and read a report and
that's basically what it is, a few this and that.

But when we come to meetings
Lt. Rochon, he gives us advice and encourages us
and lets us know that we can depend on him.

So to him and all of the police in
Detroit -- and we realize what they're going
through at this time is strenuous, it's a
challenge and it is very demanding, so we try to
let them know that we appreciate them; thank you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: And I think you
should all stand and give Lt. Rochon a hand.

(APPLAUSE.)
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MS. PANNELL: Good evening, my name 1is
Sharon Pannell. I just want to thank the Chief
for opening back up Gang Squad. My other problem
is he keeps planning meetings for the community,
but he's not keeping them.

We need to know when he's going to have
a meeting with us, the community because he had
one scheduled for Monday and I got a call
Saturday afternoon saying it was cancelled again.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Okay.

MS. PANNELL: That's all I need to
know.

FROM THE AUDIENCE: It will be on the
19th at AM.

MR. SCOTT: Good evening,
Commissioners. I'm Ron Scott, Detroit Coalition
Against Police Brutality.

I'm coming before you tonight to
mention —-— I know Ms. Pannell is a friend of mine
and I can understand her fervor in mentioning
Gang Squad coming back.

We opposed it and we opposed it for a
reason. I'm asking the Commission to go back
into the Civil Rights Integrity Bureau and find

out how many officers in this unit in fact were
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involved in issues related to use of force,
because that was the main thing.

30 percent of the use of force
complaints that were rendered when they were in
existence, 30 percent of those came from that
unit, that unit alone.

In addition to the fact, I just want to
raise one that I know of where there was an
incident in Sherwood Forest where there was a
lawsuit filed where there was an 11 year old girl
that was thrown against the wall and an 8 year
old that was hit. Now, that's not policing, that
is not policing, that's brutality.

And so the reality is I'm in favor of
policing like anyone else, but I'm in favor of it
like Dora Hatcher said where the community comes
together with the police, not in favor of a
military solution to a larger social issue.
That's public safety.

And so within that context the Chief
needs to bring his proposal to this body before
he takes them to the Crime Commission.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Okay, and AC, you
want to maybe talk to him about what the Chief

said about the Gang Squad at the press conference
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this morning?

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Yes. First, thank
you for your concerns. The media has reported
that the Gang Squad is coming back. That is not
correct. The Chief is looking at —-- and we meet
on these issues daily. He's looking at a gang
component to attach to the new TSS once the new
TSS gets off the ground from an intelligence
standpoint, but Gang Squad as we know it, the
iteration that we saw of Gang Squad, at this
stage there's no intentions of bringing that
back.

MR. SCOTT: Is there going to be any
evaluation per the Consent Decrees as to the
civil rights integrity issues of individuals who
might be assigned to those units?

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Oh, absolutely, and
that's with every assignment that's made in the
police department by policy as well as by consent
judgment. We do a risk assessment of literally
every officer in the police department.

MR. SCOTT: And I want to say to
Inspector -—- I want to say Jones, my brother over
there, and I know -- I didn't challenge his

research, but maybe we can look at it, but he and
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I have done something and talked about something
I think is a harbinger for the future.

I told him about our Peace Zones for
Life program. He said anything you can do to
save life, come and meet with us. And therefore
I'm willing to do that and we're willing to do
that and that's what's going to resolve the
outstanding issues in this community.

I offered to talk to him, he offered to
talk to me and we're going to take it further.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: All right, thank
you and we appreciate that. And also with
regards to the Eastern District and the Harold
Rochon Show tonight, we are very proud -- in all
seriousness, we're very proud of the work that
the Eastern District and Harold Rochon -- the
entire staff, Insp. Jones, Insp. Williams, the
work that they do under extremely trying
circumstances at the Eastern District.

So thank you, and you guys do deserve a
big hand.

(APPLAUSE.)

MS. ROMANO: Good evening, Anna Romano.
Madam Chairwoman. I just heard a comment. When

there was a reorg —-- the reorg that went through
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on March 4th, prior to that there was meetings
that a lot of the students from Denby High School
attended concerning Gang Squad.

Those students went out into the
community and they obtained over 500 signatures
because they were upset that Gang Squad was being
disbanded, also with Tact Mobile, and their
issues were that they said that on their way to
school they were afraid.

We've had parents that came in and said
their kids were robbed, beaten and they were
concerned. So now that the Chief is relooking at
this for Tact Mobile and Gang Squad coming back,
I think that's great because we need them.

If the kids are telling us, if the
children of Detroit are saying we have a gang
problem and we need Tact Mobile and Gang Squad,
we need to listen to them.

They're in the streets, they're the
ones that walk to school every day. They're the
ones that go to the corner store and live in
these neighborhood.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: And I do think
that I'm going to let AC White, if you want to

speak to the Tactical Mobile Unit and the Gang —--
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how that's going to be arranged. I don't think
it's going to be the same, but you can address
that.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Well, it's still in
the planning stages to be frank. We're looking
at a lot of different components, but to say that
Gang Squad is really the only avenue for getting
a child to school safely, to say that's kind of a
—-— I don't ascribe to that, let me just say that.

There were a lot of different things
that we're looking at. You know, Safe Passage,
we're working with DPS, and we're getting ready
to roll out a few other initiatives with regards
to Safe Passage, Safe Walk, the walking school
bus, a lot of different things that we're looking
at doing with kids this fall.

When we initially eliminated the Gang
Squad Unit the impression was given to the
community that we had no gang response and that's
certainly —- nothing could be further from the
truth on that.

Each precinct has a Special Ops. Each
precinct has a response to gang problems. Each
precinct has officers dedicated to the schools,

so we're still very active in the schools. We're
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still working with DPS. We're still -- our 30
Series is still engaged with the gang members in
the various communities, but that individual unit
was disbanded.

Our response to gangs was not
disbanded, if that makes any sense.

MS. ROMANO: Yeah, it does make sense
and I understand that because when the units were
out there from listening to the children that did
come to the meetings they just expressed their
concerns.

And a lot of them had a good rapport
with the members from Gang Squad and a lot of
them also had rapport with some from Tact Mobile
because when they were hanging out on the gas
stations after 7 or 8 o'clock at night just
hanging there, the officers would ask them to go
home, what are you doing here and things like
that.

So that was understandable that
eventually they knew not to hang out at gas
stations and party stores at night when Tact
Mobile was out there because Tact Mobile doesn't
respond to runs, so they had that liberty to go

city-wide and back up districts when they were in

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8/8/2013
Page 39

need.

And Gang Squad, I understand that the
kids did have a good rapport with them and I know
there was an issue at Pershing High School and
there was numerous arrests prior to Gang Squad
being disbanded.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: And from what I
heard the Chief say this morning, I think that
will be explained later and it will be fine, he
has a good plan and I'm sure —-

MS. ROMANO: I trust he does. It just
hurts me when I hear people saying that there was
so much conflict and things when there was a lot
of good that came from that unit.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: We're going to
let the lady -- thank you.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

MS. JOINER: Good evening. My name 1is
Rhonda Joiner, I'm a Detroit DPS teacher, I teach
at a K-8 school on the west side and I'm also a
Detroit Police reserve officer.

And I do support the Gang Squad. If
you all can recall the movie "Lean on Me", that's
what this school is about. These kids, the Joy

Road Boys, take over the school. You need Gang
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Squad to come knock them down, yes, we do.

(APPLAUSE.)

MR. CURTIS: Hello, Police
Commissioners, my name is Wayne Curtis and I live
on Manistique. We have a garden/farm there and
we do more than just grow food. We have several
programs with the young people in the
neighborhood from two to eight and teenagers from
11 to 15.

With the teenagers from 11 to 15 this
is our fifth season and they give neighborhood
round tables discussions, they lead them and they
bring up the topics, and this seems to be working
quite well in the neighborhood.

I mean, there's a lot of other problems
that have been going on for a long period of
time, but the results are very good as far as
getting a small amount of participation in the
neighborhood. I guess we're creating a Peace
Zone for Life there where everyone participates.

The next meeting round table discussion
that the youth will he handling is -- it will be
on marginalization, not marginalization within
the system, but marginalization within their own

neighborhoods where they can start bringing
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response and having discussions with people in
the neighborhood about certain problems that they
may be having.

Okay, thank you.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank vyou. Is
there any information on when you meet, sir? You
say you have these meetings. Can anybody attend
those meetings?

MR. CURTIS: Yes, we have meetings on
Saturday. My number is 313-898-5978 and we have
art in the garden program, we have live fresh,
eat fresh program also.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: All right, thank
you.

L.V.: Hi, my name is L.V. and I just
want to briefly thank the commanding officer
Rochon for inviting us here. I'm with an
organization which Mr. Al Brassy (sp) 1s the
executive director and what we want to do is
bridge the gap between the community and the
officers by showing the officers that we care
because we know they have to deal with a lot of
issues around morale and it's hard in these
difficult situations to help with a difficult

situation.
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And I have seen these meetings —-- you
know, I was born and raised in Detroit. 1I've

been out of Detroit a few years now, but I've
seen these meetings on TV, you look at it and you
don't really realize what's going on.

So, you know, we were supposed to have
a meeting with him earlier today and then he said
he would be here, so we came here and we're both
sitting there saying how happy we are and how
thankful we are that we came here today because
we needed to be at this meeting.

And I don't know why it's not all the
way back there to the wall with the situation
that's in the city right now. So one of the
things we want to do as we engage more fully with
Officer Rochon and the Chief is really being a
liaison between the officers and the community
and really do something to help the situation
that the officers are dealing with so they will
able to be more empowered to do the work to
protect the community.

I grew up in Detroit. I was one of
those children who were scared. The reason I
worked real hard and went to Cass was because I

didn't want to go to school in the neighborhood
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because I didn't know who was going to beat me up
going to the store.

So I feel for the kids. So I just
thank you all, thank you Officer Rochon, I'm glad
we came tonight and I'm just looking forward to
what we all do together and moving forward.

Thank vyou.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any
more communications?

MS. SMITH: Good evening, Commissioner.
And welcome.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

MS. SMITH: Good to see you. I'm
Bernice Smith, political activist. My concern 1is
not so much too seriously, but I do want to
congratulate that young man. I didn't know that
he was world famous here in the Eastern District.

So we're going to have to get
acquainted with him and see what all he can do.
In the meantime, I went to the Meijers store out
at Eight Mile there and Woodward because I live
in Midtown and I was quite surprised to see city
cars out there patrolling the area.

And my concern was why was the city
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police cars patrolling Meijers. After
investigating, you know I did, I asked one of the
officers, I said, "Is it standard procedure for
you to have city cars out here?" because one was
parked and then the other one was surrounding

the parking lot.

So he did state that we're assigned
there. 1In the meantime when I went inside the
store I saw a young man, he wasn't in uniform but
he was in blues and he had his city badge right
here on his -- I said, "Wait a minute, are you
Detroit police?" and so he stated, "Yes."

It was two of them in there along with
the private security that I imagine that the
Meijers have hired because I understand that
Chief McKinnon, he had something to do with the
contract with Meijers and having security.

Now, my concern is as most other people
will be concerned, I know we look out for the
robberies and everything and it's visible for the
cars to be out there and we do contain it in that
respect, but are they being paid to be out there
other than their regular city duties?

I mean, is it a second job for them to

be out there because I think they deserve it
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instead of being on city time and I would like
the Chief whenever I see him again to answer that
if you can't tonight.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Oh, I can answer
it.

MS. SMITH: Okay, fine.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Through the Chair,
yes, they are being paid and you'll be happy to
know that that is our secondary employment
program —-

MS. SMITH: Good, good.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: -- which allows
them to utilize the department vehicle which is
being paid for by Meijers. The officers are off
duty with regard to their assignment and
responsibilities with the police department and
they're working on their own time the secondary
employment.

MS. SMITH: Wonderful because they need
the money. You know it and I know it. In the
meantime I would like to know what happened with
the contract with Fox Theatre. Are they being
paid for that to be out there because last night,
Tuesday night it was a madhouse down Woodward and

you only had two squad cars handling that traffic
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and, you know, Z was down at Ford Field and the
people were at the baseball game and then they
will going down there to the celebration, so I'd
just like to know are they going to be paid also
because, you know, they been working a long time
and you know it and I know it, maybe the public
don't know it. They need to be paid also working
for Ilitch and them.

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Thank you.

MS. SMITH: No answer?

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: I don't know the
answer if we were utilizing secondary employment
at Fox. I can give you an answer, but I don't
know what's factual, so I'd like to get back with
you on that. I got your number.

MS. SMITH: Next Sunday or —-- I mean
next Thursday?

ASST. CHIEF WHITE: Next Thursday.

MS. SMITH: Brown, you look mighty nice
coming back from Florida with all them colors on.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any
other communications? Are there any other
communications? Are there any other
communications?

I move for adjournment. All right.
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Thank vyou.
(Proceedings concluded at

7:35 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically the foregoing proceedings at the
time and place hereinbefore set forth; that
thereafter the same was reduced to computer
transcription and that this is a full, true,
complete and correct transcription of said

proceedings.

,Xﬁ?ff <1fi 7 -

DALE E. ROSE,

CSR-0087
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