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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 February 7, 2013

3 About 3:06 p.m.

4           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon to

5 everyone.

6           AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

7           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  We will convene the

8 meeting for Thursday, February 7th of the Detroit Board

9 of Police Commissioners.

10           My name is Commissioner Donnell White.  I'm

11 serving in the Chair capacity on behalf of our Chair

12 and Vice Chair both who could not be with us today.  So

13 with that being said I will introduce Assisted Chief

14 Paul Welles, thank you for being with us, sir.

15           A.C. WELLES:  Thank you for having me.  Good

16 afternoon.

17           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.  And

18 Secretary to the Board Mr. George Anthony will

19 introduce our staff at this time.

20           SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

21 For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

22 We have present Ms. Loletha Porter Coleman who is our

23 Director of Police Personnel, Ms. Celia Banks

24 Washington, who is our Attorney to the Board,

25 Mr. Robert Brown, he is our Officer Manager, Sergeant
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1 Alan Quinn who's recording our proceedings, and

2 Ms. Elizabeth Koller from Hanson Court Reporting

3 Service.  That completes the introduction.

4           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you,

5 Mr. Secretary.  At this time there is no official

6 quorum, so we will table the approval of the agenda for

7 Thursday, February 7th.  We will also table the

8 approval of the minutes for Thursday, January 31st.

9           There is no official Chairperson's Report

10 today so we will move for a report from the Office of

11 the Chief.

12           A.C. WELLES:  I have no official report,

13 Commissioner.  However, I talked to the Chief earlier

14 and he would still like the Board to consider the

15 promotions for the Lieutenants and those two

16 Inspectors.  I know he brought that up in the past.

17           Also the Chief wanted everyone to know

18 starting today and probably continuing through tomorrow

19 there's been some executive movement in the Department.

20 People are being notified as to new commands.  So there

21 is some movement happening as we speak.

22           Finally, I know it was brought up last week

23 the transfers and the movement of personnel.  Gang

24 Squad, and Tact Mobile were still proceeding.  I know

25 you're still going to have another hearing or meeting
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1 in the community, but that is all moving forward.

2 People are putting in their transfer requests and

3 moving that process forward.

4           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Assistant

5 Chief.  Anything further?

6           A.C. WELLES:  No, sir.

7           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  There's no official

8 Standing Committee Reports.  Under New Business we had

9 a number of Resolutions which we will table to

10 Thursday, February 14th as well, Resolutions honoring

11 Sergeant Jacqueline Jackson, Sergeant Alicia Smith, and

12 Investigator Sheila Maxwell-Stallings.  We will bring

13 that up once a forum has been established.

14           There's no Old Business.  Under Announcements

15 our next meeting will be Thursday, February 14th at

16 6:30 p.m. within the Eastern District at the East

17 English Village Preparatory Academy, again, that's the

18 East English Village Preparatory Academy at 5020

19 Cadieux, Detroit, Michigan 48224.

20           I do know the Chair has had a number of

21 conversations centered around some of the departmental

22 changes that has been referenced and referred to.

23 There will a community center conversation around that

24 as well as some other innovative ways and ideas in

25 terms of moving forward and addressing crime within the
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1 City of Detroit.  So a very important meeting.  We hope

2 all of you will be with us on this coming Thursday,

3 February 14th.

4           I would like to note the presence of our

5 Chief Investigator, Ms. Pamela Davis Drake.  Thank you

6 for being with us.

7           Did you have any report or anything for

8 today?

9           CHIEF INV. DAVIS DRAKE:  No.

10           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Also

11 under Announcements I would like to put everyone on

12 notice the Board of Police Commissioners Office will be

13 closed this coming Monday, February 11th and every

14 other subsequent Monday for the purpose of the budgeted

15 furlough days as directed by the Office of the Mayor.

16           So our office will be closed.  That is not

17 the Office of the Chief Investigator, but the Board of

18 Police Commissioners Office here every other Monday

19 starting this coming Monday, February 11th.

20           With that being said at that time, the Board

21 will entertain oral communications from the audience.

22 If you would like to address the Board of Police

23 Commissioners we will ask that you come forward, please

24 state your first and last name.  For the purpose of the

25 record please spell your name for the benefit of our
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1 recorder.

2           At this time I want to hear your oral

3 communications.

4           MR. WELBORNE:  Good afternoon.

5           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.

6           MR. WELBORNE:  My name is Bill Welborne,

7 W-E-L-B-O-R-N-E. I'm the president of Detroit Citywide

8 Community Police Council.  I've had some phone calls

9 about the shooting about the two boys at Martin Luther

10 King School, and I got a couple citizens asked me to

11 get some information for them.

12           They said they called the Prosecutor's office

13 and asked about the case.  And the Prosecutor told them

14 that the gentleman that did the shooting used excessive

15 force.

16           Now I'm a military man.  I spent my life in

17 the military and killing just come natural I guess to

18 military person.  You can say that.  But I've always

19 been taught that if a person pointed a gun at you and

20 you got a gun they intent to hurt you and to shoot you.

21 And I do believe that.

22           Now, what kind, what constitutes excess force

23 by a person who's trying to defend themselves?  Because

24 these people when I go back there in the meeting

25 they're going to ask me this and I'd like to get them
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1 an answer.

2           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Welborne.

3 I know there's a number of criteria, situations where

4 I'll ask Assistant Chief Welles if he could address

5 that or attempt to address that for you.

6           A.C. WELLES:  Through the Chair,

7 Mr. Welborne, I know the investigation of that shooting

8 is still in progress.  So I really can't speak to the

9 outcome.  For the Prosecutor's Office to make a

10 statement that someone used force before the actual

11 investigation is concluded, I'm not sure about that.

12           But you're absolutely right.  So as soon as

13 we get a final decision from the Prosecutor's Office

14 whether or not they're going to charge the gentleman

15 that shot those two boys we can certainly bring that up

16 and D.C. Morris Wells, he'll bring that up in the

17 future.  But right now it's to early to say.

18           You're absolutely right.  A citizen has a

19 right to defend themselves.  In this case or any case

20 you have the authority.  If somebody is trying to harm

21 you on the street you have the authority or you have

22 the ability to defend yourself.

23           So I'm not sure about the terminology that

24 the Prosecutor's Office had used to citizens that you

25 spoke about.  But a citizen can certainly defend



2/7/20132/7/2013

Page 9

1 themselves when threatened with great bodily harm or in

2 this case a robbery or home invasion, you can certainly

3 defend yourself.

4           MR. WELBORNE:  Thank you.

5           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Welborne.

6 Any other communications?  Any other communications?

7           MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.

9           MS. SMITH:  Bernice Smith, Political

10 Activist.  It's very little that I have to tell you

11 today.  I just wanted to give you kudos to the squad,

12 the Gang Squad.  You spoke about it last week how

13 desperately we want them to stay intact.

14           Well, it just so happened that yesterday

15 there was a elderly couple in their 70s and they were

16 moving into a complex apartment there on 14th near

17 Martin Luther King Boulevard.  I was coming from a

18 meeting, and I happened to see the process of what they

19 were doing while I was at the light.  And all of a

20 sudden I see the squad card, the Gang Squad pull up.

21           What had happened I was nosy.  I turned

22 around and went to go see.  This couple was moving in.

23 The husband was in the wheelchair.  Another incident

24 where the husband is immobile.

25           I guess he was in the neighborhood.  He was
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1 watching them when they were moving in.  And when they

2 finished moving into the complex he had to be inside

3 their apartment.  Now, they were quite surprised

4 because they hadn't expected anybody or anything of the

5 nature -- Brown, it's not time yet, baby.

6           So anyway he was taking the things out right

7 there, their possessions out, flat screen TV and other

8 things out of the apartment right in front of them.

9 And they were amazed and naturally they didn't know

10 what to do.

11           But in the meantime the way I got it at the

12 end, the squad car just happened to come by, thank the

13 Lord, and they saw what was going on and they

14 apprehended the person by tracking him through the snow

15 tracks and that's how they caught him.  They caught the

16 culprit.

17           Now, I give you this information in regards

18 to how desperate that we need help out here.  And you

19 know I'm all for the Police Department.  I've always

20 been.  And it's just the idea of them not being

21 available, you know.  I know we can't all be available,

22 the Police can't.  But it's just in God's will that

23 they happen to come back and they saw what was going on

24 or they were stopped in other words.

25           And I'm just so glad and hopeful and I'm
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1 going to be praying on this that we do not disband that

2 Gang Squad, and let them to continue to be in the midst

3 of the neighborhoods and let the people know not only

4 us seniors, but let the students know also that they

5 under their protection.

6           Because it's not getting any better out here.

7 It's getting dangerous.  And people as you all know are

8 carrying guns, and they're going to defend themselves.

9 So we don't want no bloodstains around here.  But this

10 is what's going on.  So that's all I have to tell you.

11           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.

12           MS. SMITH:  Thank you for your attention and

13 to you, young man, welcome to that seat.

14           A.C. WELLES:  Thank you.

15           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Any other oral

16 communication?  Any other oral communications?  Any

17 other oral communications?

18           MS. ROBINSON:  Good afternoon, Board.  I'm

19 Katrice, K-A-T-R-I-C-E, Robinson.  I'm block club

20 president.  I'm just curious as to know what

21 information should I take back to my seniors in regards

22 to how the Police Officers can work with the block club

23 organizations and vice versa.

24           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Ms. Robinson.

25 Assistant Chief?
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1           A.C. WELLES:  Thank you.  That's a great

2 question.  Each precinct should be rolling out sort of

3 in advance once we move some people from spots we

4 should have a little bit of an advanced strategy for

5 dealing and working with our block clubs.

6           But as we all know right now we're already

7 looking at these, all of the minivan stations opening

8 up.  And I know D.C. Mel Turner, and I know from a

9 patrol point of view we're looking for people to come

10 on in and work with us at the mini stations and I think

11 that would be a great way to start.

12           But moving forward we're going to get more --

13 D.C. Tolbert's put together a great operation.  As we

14 move into 2013 we'll talk about this, how do we not

15 only work with your established block club but if your

16 block club is at Winthrop and Ms. Smith has a block

17 club at Fournier how do we connect those streets?  How

18 do we actually either expand your block club or get all

19 these other streets to form block clubs so we have more

20 a united front, more of a front that works with the

21 Department.

22           D.C. Tolbert's put something together and is

23 going to roll that out as the weather gets warmer we

24 can get out and be more visible.  But we're always

25 looking for people to come in and talk with us, to
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1 volunteer with us and partner with us and I think in

2 2013 we're going to make some great strides for doing

3 that.

4           MS. ROBINSON:  Okay.  Is there funding

5 available for those that do neighborhood patrol?  That

6 would be one way to work with the police officers, if

7 each block club had their own radio patrol.

8           A.C. WELLES:  Again, through the Chair.  The

9 CB patrols have been centralized under D.C. Mel Turner.

10 He's the one that sort of oversees.  There is funding

11 available.  There is budgeted funding for gasoline,

12 things like that.  So we can certainly put you in touch

13 with D.C. Turner.

14           As a matter of fact, I got Sergeant Carey

15 here in the audience.  He just walked in.  He's an

16 expert on that.  We can certainly have you sit down

17 with Daren and talk to him about forming it and working

18 with it.  Obviously you already know him.

19           MS. ROBINSON:  Thank you very much.

20           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.

21           MR. BAY:  Good afternoon.  My name is Quincy

22 Bay, Vice President of Bagley Community Council.  New

23 just since serving in that community.  So I just wanted

24 to know what was the purpose of the Detroit Police

25 Commission so I can a get better understanding as to
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1 protocols and orders of knowing who to go to because I

2 found myself in a service position.  Before they have

3 more questions than I can answer, I just want to have

4 at least the Board's order so I can reference them to

5 the proper people especially now when the City is in a

6 state of emergency.

7           A lot of people don't have the knowledge and

8 get confused so people that would have intentions to

9 help are being isolated and excluded and then that

10 creates new criminals to just take over.

11           So I'm just serving those and trying to doing

12 my best though to have the knowledge, and still be

13 respected in the street because we kind of -- this

14 miseducation thing it's uncool like to work with the

15 Police from the street perspective even if you hired

16 the police to help you.

17           So I'm just attempting to walk that fine

18 line.  That's what I wanted to know what the purpose

19 was so I can work from a more knowledgeable position.

20 Thanks.

21           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Bay, and

22 an excellent question.  The Board of Police

23 Commissioners is a Body mandated by the Charter of the

24 City of Detroit, within this Body is vested powers for

25 review and approval of the Department's budget.  We
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1 have oversight of the Office of the Chief Investigator

2 which handles all complaints against the Department and

3 it's members.

4           So if you have citizens within your block

5 club or individuals who believe they may have been

6 mistreated in any form or fashion you can contact the

7 Office of the Chief Investigator which is an extension

8 of the arm of this body, this Board which investigates

9 all of those instances related to force, demeanor,

10 service, and a few other instances, as well.

11           Those are probably the two main mandates of

12 the Body in addition to some appellate authority for

13 division of the Department who may wish to come before

14 the Board to have disciplinary actions heard before

15 this Body.  And also finally would be the approval of

16 all new policies, directives, as put forth by the

17 Department for approval before this Body.

18           MR. BAY:  Thank you.

19           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  You're welcome.

20           MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon.  Sharon

21 Pannell.

22           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.

23           MS. PANNELL:  The mini stations, can you tell

24 me where those are going to be located again?  I'm sure

25 you told me, but I'm going to write it down this time.
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1           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Assistant Chief?

2           A.C. WELLES:  Through the Board, I don't have

3 them written down either, but Daren's in here

4 somewhere.

5           MS. PANNELL:  Are they going to have two or

6 three or westside, eastside or just one in each area?

7           A.C. WELLES:  Daren, why don't you come on

8 up?

9           SERGEANT CAREY:  It's going to be one mini

10 station in each precinct, district.  Right now we have

11 like two in the Eastern District, three in

12 Northeastern, we have one in number ten and one in

13 number twelve.  But I would say within the next months

14 time we plan to open like five more mini stations.

15           MS. PANNELL:  Thank you.

16           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  Any other

17 communications, any other communications?

18           MR. WILD:  Billy Wild, President of Parts

19 Galore, and good afternoon.

20           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good afternoon.

21           MR. WILD:  The mini stations I'm glad to hear

22 that.  Now, I have a location at 5970 West Warren.

23 It's a brand-new facility, and I got a 1,800 square

24 foot unit there that I would volunteer rent free to the

25 Police Department.  I'll pay the electric and the
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1 water.  The facility is available 24 hours a day, seven

2 days a week.  So if that would help you it's available

3 and I'll work with you anyway I can.

4           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Wild, for

5 that offer.  Assistant Chief?

6           A.C. WELLES:  I echo the Chairperson's

7 sentiments, thank you for that officer.  And I'd like

8 you to sit down and talk with Sergeant Carey after this

9 meeting and exchange some information and see if we can

10 make that work.

11           MR. WILD:  Thank you.

12           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Any other

13 communications?  Any other communication?  Any other

14 communications.  Seeing none.  Again, I thank you,

15 Mr. Wild for that offer.  I do believe this is where

16 not only that offer but your involvement; Ms. Smith,

17 you doing a u-turn and checking on the senior citizens

18 and all of your extra eyes within the community, and

19 organizing the block clubs and the like is really how

20 we turn this thing around in terms of our involvement

21 and taking our own community back.

22           We know that our Police Department can only

23 do so much no matter how many Police Officers we put

24 out on the street, and we all have a role and

25 responsibility.  So we thank each and everyone of you
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1 for your continued involvement.

2           Again, please be mindful next Thursday,

3 February 14th will be a very important community

4 discussion.  The meeting will be held at the East

5 English Village Preparatory Academy and that's our

6 evening meeting within the Eastern District, at 6:30

7 p.m. and that address is 5020 Cadieux.

8           I did overlook and I know Pastor Penson had

9 to leave but we did overlook our invocation.  So we

10 will just dismiss with the benediction given at that

11 point.

12           So let's bow our heads.  Dear Lord, we ask

13 that you watch over this City, the men and women of

14 this Department who have chosen to serve which is the

15 noblest calling that an individual could do.

16           We asked that you bless the citizens who have

17 dared to step up and make a difference within our

18 community, putting their own life at risk and their

19 families at risk but have decided to make a difference.

20           We know that coming together we can all make

21 a difference for your Kingdom here on earth.  We ask

22 that you bless this meeting, this Board, it's staff,

23 and all of us that we may come together on one accord

24 for the betterment of your Kingdom on earth.

25           We ask these things in your mighty name,
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1 Amen.

2           AUDIENCE:  Amen.

3           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Have a wonderful

4 weekend.  Thank you.

5          (The meeting concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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1                 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2
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4 STATE OF MICHIGAN        )
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