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Detroit, Michigan
October 18, 2012
About 3:04 p.m.
MR. BROWN: Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. Welcome to the forum. Unfortunately, none
of the Board members can make it today. One of the

members who was supposed to be here his plane is a
little late. So we're going to have a forum today.
Anyone who wants to come to the mic and give oral
communication for D.C. Lee?

MS. SMITH: Good afternoon. Bernice Smith,
Political Activist. I came today because I thought it
was very important for all of us and especially the
Commissioners, but since the Chief is here he'll relay
it, I'm sure.

This morning there was a news bulletin not on
the TV but it was on the air because we commentators we
always listen to what each other program has to say, so
anyway. What I heard this morning was very
distressing. There was a incident and it happened on
October the 6th, but it's just now becoming public or
at least it's on the air.

What happened was there was a white SUV that
had red and blue lights flashing on the top of their

car and they stopped the car. When he pulled the car
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over and he got out and it happened to be a off-duty
police officer, a woman. He ID himself —-- no, first of
all, he said that he wanted to know her ID. And she
told him she was a police officer. So she asked him
where's your ID? He's saying, the lie he told because
it was a lie, that he's on a task force that's helping
the Police Department. And she said, well, where's
your ID? Well, he hesitated and said that —-- she asked
him first, why did you stop me?

So he was saying, well, you were going in and
out of the lane. So she said, where's your ID? And

that's when he told her he was the director of the

Department of Art Museum —-- the library, I'm sorry, the
library. He's director of the security at the Detroit
Library.

Can you imagine somebody doing a trick like
that to a police officer? Anyway we came to the
conclusion that since she was driving a Lexus that he
probably had something else on his mind to stop her and
see who she was and her ID. So I do wish that you
would send a nice form letter with the Detroit Police
Department's Commission on it to the security, head of
security at the Detroit Library because they have no
reason to stop no police. They don't have any

authority.
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And he's taking it upon to himself to stop
this woman who was a police officer. And I think that
was outrageous, and I wouldn't let it go. And I
understand he's still on his job down there on
Woodward.

So I thought per chance maybe I'd go in there
one day this week or maybe next week and find out who
he is and let him know what I think about it. Because
you don't do that not to the Detroit Police Officers.
That's what I wanted to let you know today especially
because I thought it was very important.

Now, also my opinion of what has happened
during these last three or four weeks, my opinion is
that I hope our former police chief do not go on the
air anymore and try and explain his situation. Let it
drop. And the fact that he did what he did just let it
drop. He's supposed to be getting a divorced so let
him and his personal business be his business and not
ours unless it affects the Police Department.

Also my opinion of those women I won't even
express it here because the fact that they were out of
order. Because me being a woman myself no way in the
world would I show such display and womanhood and
disrespect not only to myself but the police

department, and my family.
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A man can do only what a woman let him do.
So I do hope that this will be resolved, and we can do
something to get rid of these women. That's my
opinion. I know it's something you won't be able to do

right away, but I would put them in another area where

nobody won't even look at them anymore. That's my
comment for the day. Thank you.
Oh, and something else that came up. They're

naming of names of police chiefs, and Deputy Chief
Tolbert your name came up. And someone made a very
distasteful remark and said, no, we don't want him
because he might have a background. So if you got a
background you better tell me because I don't want to
hear it from nobody else. So anyway that's my comments
for today. Because I got trust in you. Take care.

MR. BROWN: Anymore more communications?
Step up to the microphone and make your statement for
the record.

MR. KINLOCH: Good afternoon. My name 1is
Jonathan Kinloch, I'm President of the Detroit Library
Commission. The reason why I'm here today is because
of a report that was filed that made certain
allegations against one of our employees.

I'm here to ask that this department conduct

an investigation and to get to the bottom of these
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allegations. We on the Detroit Library Comission take
these charges that are stated in this police report
very serious, and I am formally requesting for this
Department to commence immediately an investigation
into what was alleged in the incident report.

I also would like to extent on behalf of the
Detroit Public Library Commission our apologies for any
misunderstanding or any action that was most
inappropriate and may have been done that's being
alleged in this report.

I will also like to know who I would need to
contact to follow up with this particular request that
I am placing the record?

D.C. LEE: Okay. Deputy Chief Benjamin F.
Lee. I'm not personally aware of this particular
incident. See me after this meeting and we'll
coordinate something.

MR. ERRIGL: Good afternoon, Board, Chief.
Greg Errigl, E-R-R-I-G-L, owner of Michigan Auto
Recovery, Police Impound for the City of Detroit.
Here's what we've been watching, Chief. We're sitting
here with nothing to do. We're a impound yard for the
City of Detroit. We're aban yard for the City of
Detroit.

We're watching the Wayne County Sheriff come
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down the streets taking everything all day long all
night long. The other night four or five o'clock in
the morning they're in Southwest. The other day
they're in Northwest. We're sitting there. We haven't
have a police Halloween blitz in ten years. We're
sitting there with nothing to do. You got Wayne County
Sheriff coming in here with his company cleaning these
streets dry.

In fact, you don't even see the Wayne County
Sheriff. You just see the trucks. They got a Carte
Blanche patrol number to pick up whatever, whatever,
whatever, so I was told.

Now, 1f the City of Detroit is going to move
forward and do all kinds of these different operations
what they're going to go do whatever, they ain't going
to be nothing left for the City of Detroit to get money
paid on on administration fees or whatever on abans
because the Wayne County Sheriff's taking it all.

It's not going to the City of Detroit at all.
It should be distributed through the twenty-seven tow
yards, not though one. And the one's cleaning up
house. He's talking everything, everything. We're
sitting there just looking, and I'm just shaking my
head.

It's not right. They're going to say Wayne
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County's trumping Detroit because they're higher up
than them. That's B-S. Okay. We've never had this
problem before ever, ever, ever. Every Halloween Blitz
we always did 1,000, 2,000 cars city-wide. Okay.

We haven't had a blitz in ten years for sure.
I have three big huge gigantic impound yards, two ten
acres each, and my seven acres over there on Joy and
Southfield whatever it is building. I got 22 cars in
inventory. We use to tow thirty, forty, fifty cars a
day.

We ain't towing one every other day if we're
lucky. We don't miss no calls either. I constantly
double check and triple check everything. The whole
point I'm up here is I'm very disgusted. I'm very
upset, disappointed. I'm going broke. Twelve trucks.
I'm down to two trucks and they're sitting all day
long, nothing to do, watching everything going with the
Wayne County Sheriff stamp of approval.

The City of Detroit isn't getting a penny off
it. They're cleaning our streets dry and they're going
to put twenty-seven tow yards out of business. I'm not
going to go away happy and I'm not going to go away
easy. I'm not even going away. So I don't know what
we got to do. We talked about this from before but

it's really out of hand now. Okay.
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These guys truck up and down every street.
It's Wayne County Sheriff patrol number and you don't
even see not one Wayne County car there. I've never
see a Wayne County Sheriff -- three, four, five, six
time drivers from the company that's picking them up.

It's not right. The City of Detroit ain't

getting nothing from it. You look how to scamper about
to try to make money. We try to give you money through
administration fees. We've been trying to offer you

that. They still haven't taken yet from the City of
Detroit towers. Okay. You're sitting there going like
this and everybody's taking your money. The City of
Detroit's money that needs it. Wayne County Sheriff
ain't giving you no money from these tows. They're
just not.

Then you got the Sheriff on the news the
other day saying he's going to get all the abans, going
down in the Wayne County neighborhood, he's going to
get the race car drivers, what have you. Well, that's
all nice and everything. What's the City of Detroit
going to get? What's the City of Detroit Towers going
to get?

We have money invested here, too. We're all
100 percent involved in towing. We ain't doing

nothing, nothing. So I don't know who you got to talk
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to to get it resolved or whatever, but we're willing
and able and ready and been ready to tow and to work
and to do whatever. We can't do it if you got one
company cleaning the streets and the Wayne County
Sheriff program. Just can't. There's nothing there,
nothing, so.

And I don't know where Mr. Duperry comes up
with all these fictitious figures he gets because
whatever figures he's got you might as well cut by
75 percent minus another 30 percent and you're going to
have two percent if you're lucky. Which means the City
of Detroit is still going to get nothing, so.

You be watching everyday, Wayne County
Sheriff, doing the blind pigs, doing the drag racing,
doing the abandon cars, up and down the street.

There's nobody there but one tow company under Wayne
County Sheriff Act.

So hopefully we can get something resolved.

I don't know. I'm expressing my opinion to the Board
here and to the Chief and to the Deputy Chief and
whatever, and hopefully maybe something can come about
it because if the Wayne County Sheriff's going to take
care of the streets why don't you just tell the Detroit
Police Department to go home. And I know we don't want

to do that. I don't want to see that. I don't want to
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do that. Detroit Police Department —-- Wayne County
Sheriff do it. I thought Wayne County Sheriff was
jailers and takes care of the courts. All of a sudden
they're on the streets, too, now?

Chief, see what you can do? Because doing
one car the other day and I got all these contracts and
we got nothing going, nothing, nothing.

D.C. LEE: Just a comment. The Wayne County
Sheriffs do have jurisdiction over all Wayne County, so
we can't control what they do in the streets of Detroit
in terms of the abandon vehicles. TIf they come in and
they find them and they ordered them to be towed, they
have to be towed.

And I don't know how much of an effort we're
doing in terms of aban vehicles. I think we still do
have the aban officers at the various precincts. I
don't know what your contact is with those officers,
but I do believe they're still tagging cars. There's
some. How many are out there? I don't know.

MR. ERRIGL: There was a lot of out there.
Like today we go down the street there's nothing there.
There were cars there, but during the night and the
morning and the morning preceding, what have you, what
have you, every day they're gone. They'll find some

way how to pick up one of these cars in the street
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whether it be a car parked four foot from the curb or
expired plate or a flat tire or dirt on the window or
leaves on the —- or whatever. But they're looking for
every excuse and they're getting every excuse and
they're using every excuse possible to do it, so.

But we're sitting here doing nothing and our
taxes are due out here pretty soon and we make our
money paying taxes by the cars we tow off our streets,
so. All right. Thank you, sir.

MR. BROWN: Any more oral communications?

MR. STIDHAM: Good afternoon, Mr. Brown, good
afternoon, Chief, Deputy Chief. Tom Stidham. Chief, I
just wanted to ask if, I know that the City is
conducting an RFP and that process is working for a
software vendor related to logistics management, but I
just wanted to see if you could outline, Deputy Chief
Tolbert, could outline any initiatives with respect to
towing that the Department is attempting to implement
or changes that are supposed to be made?

D.C. LEE: I'm not personally aware. If
Deputy Chief Tolbert wants to take the podium he can
address whether or not he knows of any initiatives.

MR. STIDHAM: Great. Thank you.

D.C. TOLBERT: Deputy Chief James Tolbert,

for the record. There was a meeting this week, and I

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10/18/2012

Page 14

was not able to attend the meeting so I'll get a
briefing on that meeting and maybe I can have some more
information next week.

D.C. LEE: Thank you.

MR. STIDHAM: Chief, before you leave, can I
ask who the meeting was with?

D.C. TOLBERT: I wasn't there, so I don't
know exactly, but there was a meeting this week and I
haven't --

MR. STIDHAM: Interdepartmental or other
agencies?

D.C. TOLBERT: I don't know who was there. I
honestly don't. I just know there was a meeting
because I had someone from my office there and I
haven't been briefed as to who was at the meeting.

MR. STIDHAM: Can you tell us the subject of
the meeting?

D.C. TOLBERT: Something to do with towing,
yes.

MR. STIDHAM: Okay. Thank you.

MR. BROWN: Are there anymore oral
communications? Hearing none, this forum is adjourned.
Thank you.

(The hearing concluded at 3:19 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )

COUNTY OF WAYNE )

I, Elizabeth Koller, hereby certify
that I reported stenographically the foregoing
proceedings at the time and place hereinbefore set
forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to computer
transcription under my supervision; and that this is a
full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

proceedings.

Elizabeth Koller, CSR 7042,
Notary Public,
Wayne County, Michigan

My Commission expires: June 1, 2018
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