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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, May 3, 2012

About 3:15 p.m.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen, and welcome to the Board of Police
Commissioners meeting. My name is Jerome Warfield,
member of the Board of Police Commissioners. Serving
with me this afternoon is Commissioner Jessica Taylor.
And of course we have chief of police, Chief Ralph
Godbee with us. From our staff, we have our board
secretary Mr. George Anthony. And I'm going to ask if
he will introduce our staff at this time.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
George Anthony for the record. We have present
Miss Dalph Watson who is our director of police
personnel, Lieutenant Tim Leech who is our acting chief
investigator. We have Mr. Robert Brown who is standing
in the back is our office manager, Sergeant Alan Quinn
who is recording our proceeding and Ms. Wendy Boer from
Hanson Court Reporting Service. That completes the
introductions, sir.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you. Is there a
chaplain here to do our invocation? Let us pray.

Father God, we thank you for this day. We thank you

BN NISHNINEEYN el hansonreporting.com
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just for being our God and our guide. We ask that as we
gather together to discuss matters of safety regarding
the City, that you would please us in our discussion,
that you would give us your wisdom. We ask, Lord, that
your hand of grace and mercy will stretch out over this
City, that in this wave of violence and crime, that you
would bring it to an end and to a close. We ask that
you will protect your people in this city and that you
will cover them with your blood. In Christ's name we
pray, amen.

AUDIENCE: Amen.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: We are meeting without
a quorum. So we will not be able to take any official
actions right now. We're waiting for our Chair to
arrive. We know that he is unfortunately taking care of
some more things that are very very pressing. So we
will move through the agenda with those items that we do
not have to vote on right now in the hopes that we will
garnish a quorum later. Chief, is there a report from
your office, sir?

CHIEF GODBEE: Through the Chair, no. We do
not have a report today. We had a presentation
scheduled from internal affairs. But due to an
unplanned family emergency for Commander Stairs, he is

not able to be here to present. So we would ask for
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that to be rescheduled.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Okay. Thank you, sir.
Also, we did have a personnel issue today. And we
understand that the attorneys want to make a public
record. You may come and do so at this time.

MR. GOLDPAUGH: Good afternoon, Commissioners.
Attorney John Goldpaugh appearing on behalf of the
grieving officer.

MS. JONES: Leticia Jones on behalf of the

City of Detroit Police Department. Forgive me. I have
laryngitis. Greg normally handles these cases. He has
taken another job. So I am in his stead.

MR. GOLDPAUGH: Commissioner, as the
Commissioners pointed out, there is no quorum at this
point in time. We did request a closed door hearing
under the Open Meetings Act. Because of that, I have
had some discussions with Miss Jones. We are asking
that the petition be put over for two weeks if that's
acceptable to the Board.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sure. Is that good
with you?

MS. JONES: That's good with me because I
understand that you're in the community next week.

MR. GOLDPAUGH: Though I am planning on being

out of town, I'll be back in time or I will make sure
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someone is here to handle that. Thank you very much,
Commissioners.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you. We do have
-— under new business, we do have a resolution for
retired Lieutenant Christopher -- oh, Lord, somebody
help me -- Vintevoghel. Thank you. And, certainly we
cannot vote to receive it into the archives, but we can
read it into the record. Do we want to read it into the
record this week or --

SECRETARY ANTHONY: We can do it next week.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Sure. If it's okay,
we will read that into the record next week so we can
officially vote on it and take that matter under -- we
will take it up then at that time. Moving right along
to announcements, our next meeting of the Board of
Police Commissioners will be held on Thursday, May 10,
at 6:30 p.m. We will be in the community at the 01d
Redford Academy Middle School which is located at 22122
McNichols Road in Detroit, Michigan, 48219. That's of
course in the great Northwest District, precinct, or
Precinct 8.

I also want to apprise you that the Michigan
Chronicle is sponsoring Stops & Cops, Use Survival Guide
for Police Encounters. That would happen on -- that's

going to happen on Saturday, May the 5th, 2012, 1:00
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p.m. I'm sorry, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Again,
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. That's going to be at Cobo
Convention Center here in downtown Detroit. I think
it's sponsored by the NAACP as well. But I don't see
their name on it. But okay. Please keep that under
advisement.

At this time, we are going to move to public
comment. If you wish to address the Board, you may come
to the podium in the center of the room, give us your
name and spell it for the record. And you may address
the Board for two minutes. And we please ask,

especially today, that you stay with the two-minute time

limit please if there are any comments. It's hot in
here. I am not in a hurry, no. I just want something
cool.

MS. SMITH: Bernice Smith, political office.
Glad to see you, Chief. Long time no see. And to the
Commissioners, to my dear Secretary. Chief, you weren't
here previously when I was giving out some bad advice
for the police department. And I'm sure that you know
and you have been investigating a couple of weeks ago
when the young man or the felon came into the police
station and he was not admitted because they said that
it was closed. And then he came the next day. Rara,

that's his name. And he came the next day. And he was
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not received then. And he had to get his friend who is
a policeman to bring him in. So, I hope that's being
taken care of since you're here so I can tell you in
person.

CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, ma'am.

MS. SMITH: Now we got another problem. Most
of you don't know, but I do commentary on the radio with
Angelo. Today we had a very very heartbreaking
conversation with a police officer that you all must
know or do know, Matthews. Arthur Matthews is his name.
What happened to him yesterday at court in Judge
Boykin's courtroom was really upsetting to him. And
then when he brought it to the audience this morning, we
all was upset. And we got telephone numbers to call the
judge and so forth. I did myself. But in the meantime,
some of the things that he told us was the problems that
he was having with the police department.

Now, I'm not going to go into details because
I know you are investigating it and you're going to take
care of it for the young man because of the fact that he
is on disability now and certain things and rules in the
police department that's not afforded to him. So, I
hope this is not an injustice but something that the
police department will take care of. And also, when I

called the judge's office, I talked with his executive
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secretary. And she stated to me that it wasn't solely
the judge's fault that this decision was rendered. It
got together with the prosecutor. His name is Talinski
(phonetic). But anyway, so, we will have to deal with
Kim Worthy's office in regards to that situation for
them to come together and make that decision. 14 to 25
is horrible for any judge or any prosecutor to agree
upon when you have a fellow that has over 14 charges
against him. And then in the mean time, the judge get
all these letters of -- from the family and friends and
so forth. Come on. How many prisoners get letters sent
but they still go to jail?

But in the meantime, this was an injustice for
this officer. And most of you know I solely support my
police department. But when you're wrong, I will come
before you and explain to you what I think and what my
thoughts are. In the meantime, I'm asking the Board, I
asked the young man would he come and talk with the
police commissioners today. So, I don't see him here.
But in the meantime, I would like very much for the
commissioners, myself personally, to write or have our
secretary write to Kim Worthy in regards to that
decision and let her know that it was not a fair
decision for especially an officer who has put his life

on the line like most of you have. And you know how you
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feel about being in danger, especially when you're being
shot at. And that's what happened to him because I do
remember the incident.

But the fact is, we want to stick together and
let the public know that we are not going to have
fellows shooting at police officers and then getting
away with it by having a minimum or a guideline of
suspension of their time. Now, that was told to me was
a guideline between the prosecutor and the judge. I
don't think it was fair. And I do wish that the
Commissioners would intervene and send a letter in
regards to this situation and let them know that you
were not satisfied with that particular decision. I
thank you very much for your attention.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, Mrs. Smith.

MR. MOORE: Good afternoon to the Board, to
our Chief, Detroit's finest and to the family. My name
is Edward Moore. I am the liaison of the Honorable
Kwame Kenyatta, our Detroit city councilman, bringing
warm greetings from his office. To the Board, as I have
stated many times before, wherever the councilman can
fit in, let him be a team player and fit in. He is in
office at this time. Let him work with you as whatever
player you want him on the team.

To the Chief, I want to thank you for coming
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to 4217. You know that's my home. So, we are so happy
for you to come out in Southwest Detroit. What the
grievance of the family in Southwest Detroit was
stating, you say that you would work on it. And it
would be taken care of. And I'm sure that your word
means something to all of us. So, I want to thank the
Board, the Chief and Detroit's finest for doing a good
job thus far. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Moore.
Is that it?

CHIEF GODBEE: If I could just make a very
brief announcement, we would like to apprise the public
also for on Friday, May 4th at 8:00 a.m., we will be
holding our 13th annual Detroit Police Interfaith
Candlelight Vigil service which will be followed by our
annual Detroit Police Interfaith Memorial Service. It
takes place at 0ld St. Mary's Church which is right
around the corner at 646 Monroe Street. And it is a
very very important event for our department. We would
certainly love as many community members to attend as
possible.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Absolutely. For those
of you who have not had an opportunity to attend, it is
a very moving service and a very thought provoking

service in serving. Those of you who can, please do
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come. You might want to remind your neighbors to come
as well. Thank you, Chief. Yes, ma'am?

MS. HAWKINS: Hi. My name is Sharonda
Hawkins. I'm here on behalf of my husband, Brandon
Johnson who was murdered August 29th, 2011. I have been
attending these meetings for the past few Thursdays. I
have been given a lot of information and told that this
particular police sergeant who has my husband's case,
Sergeant Bowser, would be in contact with me. So far
that has not happened.

Yesterday, I did an interview with someone
from the Detroit News in regards to his unsolved murder
and the violence in the neighborhood in which we live.
At two previous meetings, I was told that you guys were
going to start cracking down on that area. So far the
police presence is very minimal. The crime is
continuing. And it's getting warm. So it's only going
to get worse. Can somebody please tell me when you guys
are going to do something?

CHIEF GODBEE: First of all, ma'am, I want to
give our sincere condolences for your loss. I'm always
moved by everybody who loses their life at the hands in
the City of Detroit. Secondly, we are doing a
tremendous amount of work. Our officers, although

they're very overtaxed -- I have about 1200 fewer

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 OO



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/3/2012
Page 13

officers than some of my predecessors, have 300 fewer
than my immediate predecessor. And we will probably be
losing even more before this budget situation is over.
But within that, I am not hopeless at all. But I am
very confident at the steps that we have taken to put
more police officers out in the street. What area,
general area?

MS. HAWKINS: I live in the Martin Luther King
apartments.

CHIEF GODBEE: That's the Northeast District.
Deputy Chief Lee, if you would just sit -- if you look
right behind you, Deputy Chief Benjamin Lee, he
coordinates the patrol operations for the east side.
And I want you to be assured also, lot of times you
don't see some of our undercover operations also through
our task force operations dealing with specific
narcotics issues, gun moving issues, because those task
forces are plain clothes undercover. So, those we are
not able to talk about publicly. But those are
additional assets that we have on the ground
investigating crimes in those areas.

But as to patrol saturation, if you have a
conversation with Deputy Chief Lee, he will be very glad
to work with you on some increased presence. I also

want you to talk to Deputy Chief Melvin Turner. We have
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some community service resources that we may be able to
do some proactive like our mounted, may be able to have
them ride through and do some proactive things there.

MS. HAWKINS: One other question. Is there
any way to have my husband's case given to someone who
actually does want to look into it?

CHIEF GODBEE: I don't know the specific
sergeant you're referring to. But our investigators can
only investigate a case up and to the information that
they are given. When they have exhausted all leads,
then that's when ostensibly a case starts towards what
we call a cold case. But that is not a police issue.
That is a community issue. That's a witness issue. And
there are other investigative resources that if we don't
have someone that comes forward that knows something, we
are in the same position that you're in. But what we
will do is Assistant Chief Logan, someone from his staff
will get your information. They will give me an update
as to the progress on the case. And you will get a call
from the head of homicide, Inspector Dwayne Blackman.

So if you see one of those two gentlemen in the back,
those two sergeants. And ma'am, I really -- you know I
try not to be disingenuous with the public. The public
has to step up in this effort with us. Our

investigators can only investigate to the point with the
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information that they are given. And they do tremendous

work. They really do. We unearth amazing things. But
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without community cooperation, the best police efforts
will not close a case.

MS. HAWKINS: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, Miss
Hawkins. Are there others? Seeing none, we will

adjourn the meeting today for the Board of Police

Commissioners. Thank you all so very much for coming.
Hope you have a wonderful and blessed weekend. Thank
you.

(Proceedings concluded at 3:35
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )

COUNTY OF MACOMB )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically the foregoing proceedings and testimony
under oath at the time and place hereinbefore set forth;
that thereafter the same was reduced to computer
transcription under my supervision; and that this is a
full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

proceedings.

)
£

Wg_ﬂf O 5@1#{,& ‘ A.lf'

Wendy A. Boer,

CSR 3505
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