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Thursday, May 12, 2011

About 6:32 p.m.
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COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Good evening,
ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the Board of
Police Commissioners' meeting. My name is Jerome
Warfield, chairman of the Board of Police
Commissioners.

It is an honor and privilege to be here
to what is home for me in the Brightmoor Section
of the city of Detroit. And certainly we want
to thank Pastor Cecil Poe and his congregation
for his commitment to this community. We know
those of you who are familiar with this community
know that a great deal of community meetings take
place here in this hall, and so we thank God for
just his dedication and his support of this
community.

We certainly want to thank the men and
women of the Northwest District who are out
tonight. Again, my name is Jerome Warfield,
Chairman of the Board. Serving with me tonight
is the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Police
Commissioners, Commissioner Adela Rivera.

Chief of Police, probably one of the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/12/2011

best Chiefs literally in the country is here with
us tonight, Chief Ralph Godbee.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Chief Ralph
Godbee. We also have our staff here. I'm going
to ask if our Board Secretary, Mr. George
Anthony, will introduce our staff.

SECRETARY ANTHONY : Thank vyou,
Mr. Chair. For the record, George Anthony,
Secretary to the Board. As I introduce our staff
members, I would like for them to stand so that
the audience can see who they are.

We have representing the Office of the
Chief Investigator we have Senior Investigator
Abdula Nelson, our Attorney and Supervising
Investigator Ms. Celia Banks Washington,
representing Ms. Dalph Watson who is Director of
Police Personnel is Lt. Rodney Sizemore.

One of our staff members, Officer Kent
Cooper, he's floating around; Ms. Yolonda Caudle
who is our Community Affairs coordinator and
does a great job.

Our recorders for the evening is
Mr. Robert Brown who is our Office Manager,

Officer Terrance Bell who is recording our
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proceeding, Sgt. Allen Quinn who's videotaping
and recording and Mr. Dale Rose from Hanson Court
Reporting Service. That completes the reading.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, sir.
Is Pastor Poe available here tonight? Pastor
Poe? And if Pastor Poe is not here, is one of
his representatives here to come and provide the
invocation? Pastor Poe or one of the associate
ministers of Leland Missionary Baptist?

All right. Do I have any chaplains in
the house, any police chaplains in the house?

All right.

Let us just bow for a quick moment of
prayer, please.

(INVOCATION WAS GIVEN.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Until we have a
quorum when Commissioner White gets in, we will
be meeting as a Committee of the Whole, and
seeing as the temperature here tonight is a
little bit more elevated, we are going to start
at the end of our agenda and we're going to start
with public comments.

And so those of you wishing to address
the Board of Police Commissioners, we ask that

you come to the podium right here in the center,
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state your name for the record and we ask that
you will spell it as well to make sure that we
get it correctly, and then we ask that you give
us two minutes, just two minutes for your
comments for tonight, please.

You may come at this time.

MS. HATCHER: Good evening, Yvonna
Segan (sp) to the Board, our Chief. My name is
Evangelist Dora Hatcher. I'm from your
Northeastern District. I have something to say
to my Chief tonight publically.

I love you, I respect you. You're
younger than any of my children, but I respect
you as my Chief and as a man of God, a minister
and all that goes with it. You question my
Christianity as a minister. I have never said
that I would not go along with the transition of
our new Commander.

I love Debra, she's from our Northeast
District as yourself and all I ask is -- and the
others of Northeastern -- is that you give us an
answer. I ask you do we matter in Northeastern
District?

CHIEF GODBEE: You absolutely do.

MS. HATCHER: We have a very strong
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community. We have a very strong Executive Board
and I know you're the Chief and I don't deny
that. You didn't have to remind me. I know who

you are and I respect you, but I don't back down

neither.

I want to know why -- we want to know
why. I asked for a meeting. You said you didn't
have a problem with it. Our president has asked

you, but you have not answered her, but I want
you to know, Commander Ralph Godbee, I love you,
boy, and I think you're one of the best Chiefs
there is, even when you were my Commander in
Northeastern with Dunlap, okay.

So I'm still waiting on that meeting.

CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, ma'am. Through the
Chair. First of all, Evangelist Hatcher, I would
never question anybody's Christianity. That is
not mine to give. Christianity is a matter of a
walk of faith.

But what I do ask is that people of
faith and leadership positions pray for me and
pray for my strength. It is difficult to make
the leadership decisions that you have to make
sometimes, but my dad told me that you have not

reached a leadership moment until you make a

Page
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decision that everybody doesn't agree with.

And I do understand the consternation
because of the tremendous leadership that Frankie
Lewis (sp) provides the Northeastern District.

It is a difficult pill to swallow, but it was a
difficult pill to swallow when Ron Haddad (sp)
had left Number 11.

It was a difficult pill to swallow when
Chester Logan left the Northeastern District. It
was a difficult pill to swallow, I guess, when
Ralph Godbee left Eastern Operations Bureau. It
might have been not as difficult a pill to
swallow because I don't remember that same uproar
when I left.

But I say all that to say that in
leadership you make decisions and my dad said
three people can ride a horse, but only one
person can sit up front and at this point in my
leadership I'm the one that sits at the front of
the horse, and I take great, great, great -- and
the Assistant Chief will tell you, I don't make a
personnel decision lightly, and when I do I try
to weigh everything and I can —- as much as I
love a district or a particular district -- and I

have an affinity towards Number 9 because that's

Page
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where I really learned how to be the police —-
but when I make decisions I have to make them for
what's best for the whole of the city of Detroit
and the whole of the Police Department.

To the extent that we did not
communicate it in a manner that the Northeastern
District leadership is satisfied with, I will
publically apologize to you for that. But what I
ask you to do is please embrace Commander Debra
Fair. She is a tremendous Commander as 1is
Commander Lewis, but in this time and this point
of history given what I have to deal with and
when we elevated —-- Commander Morris Wells, can
you raise your hand —-- Commander Morris Wells is
the officer in charge and I will state this
publically, he will be my designee for the
appointment to the rank of Deputy Chief to run
the Western Operations Bureau which causes a gap
and then I have to shuffle personnel from that
point.

But with that being said, the Northwest
District has a number of crime challenges. It is
the largest district in the city of Detroit. By
population, it would be, I think, the third

largest city in the state of Michigan if it were

Page
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a stand-alone city. So this is a tremendous
compliment to Commander Frankie Lewis because if
he was able to leave that legacy of leadership at
the Northeastern District, I'm hoping that he
will have the same influence over the
Northwestern District because I don't, quite
frankly, know how soon Commander Davis will be
back and ready to lead his troops and I have a —-—
that is a huge —- this is a huge area with a lot
of responsibility, two great Lieutenants there in
Inspector positions, but I really need a
Commander to mentor them until they're ready to
be ascended to the rank of Inspector.

So any error I made, charge it to my
head and not my heart. I love you too,
Evangelist, but I do ask people of faith that if
we all show a level of spiritual maturity, let's
move beyond this point, let's rally around
Commander Fair and give her every opportunity to
be successful at the Northeastern District.

Thank you ma'am.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Yes, sir.

MR. ECTOR: Good evening. For the
record, my name is Rick Ector. Just want to

commend Detroit Police Department for reaching

10
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out to the open-carry community. A couple of
days ago word got to me that members of the
Detroit Police Department, particularly I believe
—-— don't guote me —-- but I believe Deputy Chief
Tolbert reached out to Michigan Open Carry and
stated that the legality of open-carry has been
effectively communicated throughout your staff
and that with the individuals who are going to be
participating in mass this weekend at the Hoedown
Downtown should not experience any issues with
the Detroit Police Department. I did hear about,
Chief Godbee, your comments on WXYZ. I didn't
see it today, but I was told that you welcomely
embraced and acknowledged the legality of
open-carry, not only for the Hoedown, but any
other period of time.

So with that —-- there was one thing I
wanted clarification on. It was communicated to
me that it was stated that Deputy Chief Tolbert
would be on site and the point person for any
particular issues if they particularly arose and
I wanted to confirm that.

CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, sir, that's
correct. I do want to slightly correct your

characterization. I wouldn't say openly welcome,
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but —-

MR. ECTOR: But acknowledging that
it's legal.

CHIEF GODBREE: I acknowledged the
legality, but in my position as Chief of Police
our job is to enforce the law. We don't
interpret the law, so I don't have the luxury of
having an opinion about what should or should not
be. I have to do the law based on what is, what
the law says.

MR. ECTOR: And I warmly acknowledge
you.

CHIEF GODBEE: So thank you for that
acknowledgment. So any other issues we have
relative to that, that's something -- we're going
to actively engage the open-carry community in a
dialog at all times, but we honor the law and
that's what our job is to do.

MR. ECTOR: That's all we can ask,
thank you.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, sir.

MS. BURRIS: Good evening. My name is
Valerie Burris (sp) and today I'm here
representing the (INDECIPHERABLE) Block Club.

I'm also here representing the mothers of the

12
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city of Detroit and we're asking that the Police

Department have a full investigation to the death
of Darnell Perkins who was killed at the Kingdom

Club.

We also have a question to the police
Department. I don't know if this is your
purview, but what do the citizens have to do to
get a nuisance business in the community shut
down?

CHIEF GODBEE: Ma'am, to your first
point, first of all our sincere condolences on
your loss. Any person that dies in our city
under circumstances that are not natural, you can
guarantee there will be a full investigation and
what the investigation finds, it finds. We'll be
very honest as to what we find and to the extent
we can communicate that to the family without
compromising the investigation —-- is Lt. Blackman
here from Homicide?

Ma'am, Lt. Duane Blackman is in charge
of our Homicide Section, so if you have any
specific questions relative to that case, Lt.
Blackman will be there for you.

Relative to nuisance abatement or

issues relative to nuisance buildings, your

13
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Precinct Inspector or District Commander would be
able to help you via your Police Community
Relations officers. So depending on what the
abatement issue is or what the -- you know, if
it's an issue relative to zoning, if it's an
issue relative to a DPW issue relative to how
they upkeep, so just depending on what the issue
is, they will be able to point you in the right
direction.

What Precinct do you reside in, ma'am?

MS. BURRIS: Northwest.

CHIEF GODBEE: Northwest, Commander
Lewis, you're going to find out why these people
love Commander Lewis so much.

Commander Lewis, can you stand up,
please? Commander Frankie Lewis, if you would
just see —— I didn't get your name, ma'am.

MS. BURRIS: Ms. Burris.

CHIEF GODBEE: Ms. Burris immediately.

MS. BURRIS: I also have one more
question concerning the secondary employment.

CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, ma'am.

MS. BURRIS: I'm reading in the paper
—— I don't know if it's been approved fully —-

but I do have a serious concern about secondary

14
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employment. If our police officers are going to
be working at these clubs what are their
allegiance going to be when it comes to an issue
with the public? Are they going to protect the
public or protect the business owner? I really
have a concern about secondary employment.

I know our police officers need more
money, they should be paid more money, but I'm
really concerned about that.

CHIEF GODBEE: It's not about revenue
generation though, Number 1. This is about
above-baseline police service. And the key is
police service. On their primary duty or
secondary duty, every rule and regqulation that's
applicable to a Detroit Police Officer relative
to their conduct is the same rule, whether it's a
Consent Judgment-related issue, Use of Force,
every 1issue relative to being a Detroit Police
Officer, the rules of engagement are the same.

What happens in a secondary employment
situation is that person is paid by another
employer, but the rules and regulations by which
they conduct their business are by the rules and
regulations of the Detroit Police Department.

The span of control is tighter in secondary

15
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employment than it is in regular employment, so
there is no allegiance to a business. They
provide a service, but that service has to be
consistent with the rules and regulations and the
ordinances of the city of Detroit.

So that business has no dog in that
fight, and then another portion that stops or
minimizes the possibility of that is that through
a software program the opportunities to work are
rotated among the officers, so no one officer can
just continually work at the same business all
the time to build up that type of thing to where
their loyalty is to that business.

MS. BURRIS: Can we get like a PSA on
Channel 10 or something explaining that to the
public?

CHIEF GODBEE: Absolutely. I think
that's an excellent idea. We'll do that with
Sgt. Stevens.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou.
Again, for those of you who have come in late, I
want to introduce Commissioner White who's joined
us. We now officially do have a quorum, but
those of you who are coming to make public

comments, again, we ask that you please state
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your name and spell it for us and we ask that you
limit your comments to two minutes.

CHIEF GODBEE: As a point of
clarification, Ms. Burris, also if we have
regulatory authority over an industry, i.e. a bar
or a liquor license establishment, the officers
cannot work inside of the establishment.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Yes, sir.

MR. MALACHI: My name is Belge (sp)
Malachi, M-a-l-a-c-h-i from the Southwest area.

We have a problem in the Southwest
area. If any of your officers are here from
there, they've heard me speak before about it.
And the last time I spoke, I was told to be quiet
about the statements that I have made.

We have drug houses out there. I've
been fighting for three years on two particular
houses, one in particular. I've gotten promises
from all different types of police officers,
Commanders, Lieutenants, "Hold on, Mr. Malachi,
we have a new system working. We're going to
take care of that and this is going to work."

I've been waiting and waiting and
waiting; nothing happens. When the police —--

like what I said a couple of weeks ago —— when

17
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the police do come and raid the house, they will
bring out seven or eight men handcuffed, sit them
on the curb and they're running back and forth in
and out of the house and -- like they're having a
good time.

After they come out and release all the
guys and let them go, then there's eight or nine
women that come out of the house. So if you're
going to raid a house, if a woman is in there
seems like she would be selling drugs also that
you bring her out and sit her on the curb.

But to me it seems like something else
is going on, and I can't get anywhere and it's
getting hot right now, and it's going to get bad.
My life has been threatened out there already.
These guys shoot up in the air, the bullets fall
down, they sit them on my porch, on my steps.

And I've been fighting this for a long
time. I'm at my wit's end, but something is
going to jump off, you know, and I was told at
the meeting last Tuesday in Southwest Detroit to
come out here and perhaps I could get some help
because I've been everywhere, City Council,
everywhere.

I've called —— I talked to Benny
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Napoleon, Lt. Richards, Lt. Washington, people
from —— I've had people —- Commissioners calling
for me. I can't get nothing done and these
houses are still operating and it's getting worse
and I need some help.

CHIEF GODBEE: Sir, before you leave,
Commander Wells, can you raise your hand? I need
you to see Commander Wells and then Deputy Chief
Wells, I need you to see both of those gentlemen
and then, Board, if you would allow —- I
typically don't do this, but I think this is one
we should report back to you on with specificity
as to what enforcement action has been taken and
what we're going to do to mitigate that situation
if it's an ongoing situation.

So whatever it requires outside of
enforcement, we also need to take a look at
calling Building Safety and Engineering, take a
look at those houses, see if we can have them
declared uninhabitable, so there's some things
that we can do and some pressures we can apply,
sir.

So if you see those two gentlemen, but
what we want to do is report back publically so

you can hold us accountable because you said we
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haven't done anything in the past.

I just want to make sure we do
something this time. Then also we may want to
take a look at some non-conventional things.

A lot of people may not agree with, but
Minister Malik Shabazz, they have no problem
marching on homes until something happens, so we
will go every route that is necessary between the
police and the community to make sure we get you
some relief, sir.

MR. MALACHI: See, because Southwest
Detroit is large senior citizens. They're afraid
and if something isn't done, they're even afraid
to come out with a lawn mower or anything and if
they're scared to mow their lawns, it's going to
be a mess out there.

CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, sir.

MR. MALACHI: Because they're afraid
theses guys will see them, they will break into
the garage and steal them.

CHIEF GODBEE: Well, sir, my two
highest ranking individuals will deal with both
situations, Commander Wells and Deputy Chief
Wells are going to meet with you and we're going

to come to some resolution.
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MR. MALACHTI: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou,
Mr. Malachi, thank you for coming.

MS. McCANTS: Good afternoon to this
Board. My name is Yolanda McCants and I'm from
the Northeastern District. On this coming
Wednesday as everybody knows and all the other
Districts, this is Police Week.

This coming Wednesday we're going to
work all week, we do Monday and Tuesday with the
children going in the schools and bringing the
kids to the District. On Wednesday we're having
what we call "Appreciation Day". The officers
have picked someone and the community has picked
someone to honor on that day. I am inviting this
Board to that affair starting around noon.

On Thursday is when the community is
going to feed the police officers of the
District, the good ones and bad ones, so we're
inviting this Board to that event also, so we're
going to feed all three shifts, so if you can't
make it for breakfast, maybe you can make it for
lunch. If you can't make it for lunch, we call
it dinner, you can make it for dinner, but we

will be in the district all day on Thursday.
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And Friday is "Community Day". That is
the day that we're going to have vendors in there
doing a little bit of everything with the
community and the community can interact either
with the officers and our vendors that we have
coming in. So I would look forward to seeing
some of you if not all of you on those three
days.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: Sister McCants,
could you make sure Yolonda Caudle from our
office has all the dates and times and locations?

MC. McCANTS: Yes.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Through the
Chair, Ms. McCants, is this also the —-- you're
having the award on Wednesday?

MS. McCANTS: On Wednesday.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: I think I've
already RSVP'd to that, so we will be there.

MS. McCANTS: And if someone on this
Board would like to nominate one of our officers
at our District, what you can do is call the
Community Relations office and put your name on
the program.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you,

22
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Ms. McCants.

MS. McCANTS: Thank vyou.

MS. HINES: Good evening. My name is
Sandra Hines (sp). I'm with the Detroit

Coalition Against Police Brutality. I found out
from my relatives yesterday that live in the New
Center area which is now called Midtown, they
sent out a form saying that we should contact now
the Wayne State —-- they should contact the Wayne
State University Police instead of contacting the
DPD. Is that true?

They're saying we should direct all our
concerns and problems to Wayne State. Are you
guys aware of that?

CHIEF GODBEE: No, ma'am, this is the
first I've heard of it.

MS. HINES: They literally have it in
writing with the phone number and saying direct
all problems that you have or concerns and what
have you to Wayne State University Police.

CHIEF GODBEE: Not aware of it. I
mean, we have a great working relationship with
Chief Holt (sp) at Wayne State, but the primary
responsibility for police services and the

delivery of that service, that's Detroit Police
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Department.

MS. HINES: So can you have a talk
with him in regards to that?

CHIEF GODBEE: I'll have Deputy Chief
Tolbert reach out.

MS. HINES: Because the people are
concerned and confused.

CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, ma'am.

MS. HINES: And I notice they're now
patrolling in that area and pulling people over.

CHIEF GODBEE: Now, they are sworn
police officers, so they do have —-

MS. HINES: But they never really have

gravitated towards the Boulevard to pull people
over and going now in the neighborhoods —-- now
they're going in the neighborhoods. I'm not
saying they can't, but evidently some directive
have come down for them to feel like they can do
that.

CHIEF GODBEE: I don't think it's
necessarily a directive, but their housing is
starting to migrate further down the Midtown
area, so they have significant investments in
student population that goes now from what

traditionally was a smaller area of Wayne State,
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they actually have Wayne State housing that goes
further down into the Midtown area, so that's
probably why you see an increased presence with
Wayne State University Police.

MS. HINES: And just one quick thing.
It's going to be some people coming in from 23
Mile Road. They're on their way now to make a
statement, so hopefully when they come, they can
make their statement if the public comments is
over. All right, thank you.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou,
Ms. Hines. Are there any other comments for the
public comment section of our meeting? Any more?

Hearing or seeing none, we will close
this section of our meeting and we will go back
to the beginning.

And I'm going to ask, first of all, for
a motion to approve the minutes from Thursday --
well, first of all a motion to approve the agenda
for today.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: So moved.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Support.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: It's been
properly moved and supported that we approve

today's agenda for Thursday, May 12, 2011. All
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those in favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: All those
opposed? Motion carries. We also ask for a
motion to approve the minutes of Thursday, April
28; Thursday, May 5 and Thursday, May 10 —— I'm
sorry, Tuesday, May 10.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: So moved.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Second.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: It's been
properly moved and supported. All those in
favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: At this time
I'm going to ask if Commissioner Vice-Chairperson
Adela Rivera will read the duties and
responsibilities of the Detroit Police
Commission.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: The Detroit Board
of Police Commissioners was created under City
Charter in July, 1974. We are composed of five
members appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by
City Council. Commissioners serve a five-year
term and may not serve any more than five

consecutively.
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We meet once a week 52 weeks out of the
year and all of our meetings are open to the
public. Our duties include establishing policy,
rules and regulations in consultation with the
Chief and approval of the Mayor. We review and
approve the Department Budget, we review and
approve Department promotions, we receive and
resolve complaints concerning the operation of
the Police Department and we are the final
authority to impose and/or review discipline of
Police Department employees.

We appoint the civilian Personnel
Director and we prepare an annual report of
department activities for the public, for the
Mayor and City Council.

Our staff includes an Executive
Secretary who serves as Secretary to us, to the
Board and attends all board meetings, the Chief
Investigator and additional investigators and
other staff as necessary to provide support to
the Board.

The Police Commission considers itself
a liaison between the citizens of the city of
Detroit and the Police Department.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you,
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ma'am. At this time I'm going to ask if the
Chief of Police will bring on his presentation.

CHIEF GODBEE: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
I'm not going to waste a lot of time. We have
Commander Frankie Lewis from the Northwest
District, if he would just introduce his staff
that is here and give remarks, after which we
have a presentation from our Gang Squad.

I'm going to ask Deputy Chief Paul
Wells if he would introduce the officers that are
going to be doing that presentation.

And as Commander Lewis comes forward, I
want to hopefully invoke a point of personal
privilege. This is my home church. This is the
church I was baptized in. The gentleman on the
back wall, Pastor Eugene Rose, the photo of the
late Eugene Rose, baptized me. I was married in
this church and my wedding reception was in this
area.

I have so much history with this place,
I had hair the last time I was here. That's how
much history I have.

Without further adieu, Commander
Frankie Lewis.

COMMANDER LEWIS: Thank you, sir. As
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the Chief has said, I'm Commander Lewis over at
the Northwestern District. My staff is going to
be Lt. Vickie Yost who is over the 8th Precinct,
Lt. Johnnie Thomas who is over the 6th Precinct,
and Officer Sims and Officer Knox here from our
Community Relations, and Lt. Yost will be
presenting for us for the 8th Precinct.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou,
sir.

DEPUTY CHIEF WELLS: Good evening,
Board. Deputy Chief Paul Wells from the Criminal
Investigations Bureau. I've got a large
contingent of officers here tonight from Gang
Enforcement, but for tonight Sgt. Paul Jones will
be putting on the presentation for Gang
Enforcement.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: Thank you, sir.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: I'm not Sgt. Paul
Jones, but he will be up here any second now.

Good evening, my name is Dwayne
McKissic. I'm the Commander of Tactical
Support. Gang Enforcement is one of the
operations that fall under my direction at this
time and they are headed by Sgt. Paul Jones, III

and he does a great job of directing those
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personnel.

I'd like to look at Gang Squad as a
unit of problem solvers for the entire city of
Detroit, not just on the West Side or on the East
Side. We hang out here in the 6th Precinct and
the 8th Precinct and, you know, I'd just 1like to
add something extra. I'm normally very nervous
when I come up to the mic, but for some reason I
feel at home here.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: You should feel
at home.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Good people, very
good. Gang Squad, they make it happen
everywhere. They go anywhere and do things that
are unconventional. We normally aren't looking
for —-

CHIEF GODBEE: Unconventional but within
policy.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Absolutely within
policy. But, you know, it's not jaywalkers that
we are normally looking for. Although much of
our focus is to go after youth-related criminals
or violators, we go after murderers, we go after
robbers, we go after persons that make it

difficult for mom and pop to go to the gas
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station, go to the grocery store, to go about
quality of life as citizens would like to do on a
daily basis.

We go there at various locations and
deal with sometimes the worst possible members or
citizens in the city of Detroit and we go there
and we make it safe for our citizens within
policy.

At this time I would like Sgt. Jones,
Paul Jones, III, to give some historical overview
of the operation as well as some mission-specific
details. Sgt. Jones?

SGT. JONES: Commission, Chief, ladies
and gentlemen, Sgt. Paul Jones. My assignment is
I run Gang Squad. I am in charge. And I'm going
to give you a brief overview of Gang Squad, how
the inception began and where we're at now and
where we hopefully will be heading for in the
future.

Gang Squad, better known as -- Gang
Enforcement, better known as Gang Squad, was
established in 1975 and was called the Youth
Crime Section. The Unit was responsible for
investigating crimes committed by perpetrators 17

and under. This unit was established due to the
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sudden increase in gang activity throughout the
city of Detroit.

Gang Enforcement was utilized as a
plainclothes strike force unit. The mission at
that time was to suppress the escalating tide of
youth violence associated with criminal street
gangs, namely Black Killers, BKs, Errol Flynn,
Chain Gangs, and Young Boys Incorporated which
was known as YBI.

Through hard work for this new unit and
help from the public these violent gangs were
brought to justice. Gang Enforcement became
active in the Southwest District due to an
increase in organized gangs recruiting and
establishing territories.

Gang Enforcement began to concentrate
on intelligence gathering, gang suppression
eventually having the most extensive gang
intelligence file in the state of Michigan.

Right now everything is in the Fusion
Center, it's no longer everybody sitting on one
pie. Everybody is able to get information as
they need it.

Gang Enforcement became more involved

in Detroit Public Schools due to increase in
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youth crime. Gang Enforcement has been
successful in curtailing recruitment efforts of
gang members with programs such as gang
resistance, education and training which is known
as GREAT and intelligence gathering.

Gang Enforcement has also partnered
with (INDECIPHERABLE) Aid Society, and assisting
families in need of various social programs.
These programs target disadvantaged families and
younger students before the age where they can be
pressured into joining a gang or committing
crimes. This gives them the tools to avoid
negative community behavior.

During these tight economic times the
staffing level of Gang Enforcement reflects that
of the Department. Gang Enforcement has
downsized considerably and emerged a leaner unit.
The same goals are being accomplished now with
less personnel where it would take twice the
personnel that we have. The leaner Gang
Enforcement can complete the same tasks with
better training and planning. Our purpose has
not changed. The unit mission remains to
investigate any gang youth-related crimes and to

monitor problem schools while assisting DPS when
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needed.

Gang Enforcement personnel can be
utilized for numerous duties ranging from
dignitary protection, surveillance, patrolling
neighborhood problem areas, hot spots, and to
controlling and monitoring large crowds at
sporting events, concerts and demonstrations. We
did have all the principals at the Final 4.

Currently Gang Enforcement personnel
are being re-trained for raid entry and building
searches. This training is designed for Gang
Enforcement to take an active role in
apprehension of perpetrators of crimes in the
city of Detroit as well as Detroit Public School
System.

If the safety and well being of the
students are threatened, Gang Enforcement will be
trained and prepared to provide an immediate
response to any threatening situation. Gang
Enforcement is a flexible unit able to adjust
hours of operation quickly to deal and resolve
any situations that may arise.

Our functionality is tailored to deal
with the quality of life problems that arise

throughout the neighborhoods. Gang Enforcement
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has truly evolved into problem solvers and has
been called upon by various precincts to augment
their patrol in any initiative that they have.

This unit was created to combat violent
street gangs that terrorized the city. The unit
has evolved into a smaller multi-tasking unit
that can and has and will continue to operate in
multiple capacities.

Our overall mission has remained the
same, to assist in making the city of Detroit a
safer place for its citizens.

Any qgquestions?

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: I have just a
few, Sergeant. I want to talk about the
terminology "Gang Squad" because at some point it
was stated -- and this may pre-date this Chief —-
that the unit "Gang Squad" was going to take on a
different name, so did that name come back or did
it not go away at all or —-- do you know
approximately what I'm talking about when the
amount of people who were in Gang Squad were
decreased?

SGT. JONES: Well, we became Gang
Enforcement.

CHIEF GODBEE: I can tackle that one,
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through the Chair. When I took over as Chief of
Police there was a Mobile Strike Force which Gang
Squad was a part of. I had an issue with the
term "strike force", so we immediately changed
the nomenclature relative to it being a mobile
strike force. I mean, to me the term "strike
force" evokes that we are at war against our
citizens, so that is the reason why we changed
the nomenclature.

I believe we utilized the term crime
response teams as opposed to a Mobile Strike
Force, but the term "Gang Squad" -- and actually
it's —— well, it used to be Narcotics Special
Enforcement Unit, Unit Crimes, it's been called a
number of different things, but the functional
reality is they are the Gang Squad unit.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: Thank you, and
also one of the things we hear a number —-- well,
we hear some complaints from citizens who say,
"Gang Squad came and pulled me over," and they're
not sure according to the uniform.

Is there something that distinguishes
the Gang Squad from other units within the
Department?

SGT. JONES: Yes, I will be glad to
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answer that. Our shirts, we have lettering
that's probably about 12 inches high, it goes
from letter to letter, it says "Gang
Enforcement". It does not say "Gang Squad".

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Is that uniform
present tonight, do you know?

SGT. JONES: No, sir. Due to this
meeting with the Commission we dressed in our
Class A's and came down here shaven and polished.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: It would be
helpful at some point —-- I know the Chief had
talked about this —-- that we can get maybe a
visual of the various uniforms, especially now
when we look on the TV and see that there are
people who are out there pretending to be
officers and are not, and if so we can get a
visual of the various types of uniforms that the
divisions wear.

CHIEF GODBEE: Through the Chair, Sgt.
Jones, thank you for wearing Class A today. They
did that for presentation purposes.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: I'm sorry,
Chief, one second. If we can just keep the side
conversation down and if you have to talk, if you

take them out. It echoes in here quite a bit and
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we can hear the conversations and I'm sure some
of you can't hear the responses.

Thank you, Chief.

CHIEF GODBEE: We are going to be —-
and I want to commend Deputy Chief Tolbert on his
leadership on the Uniform Committee, actually I
have on one of the new uniforms now that we will
be previewing soon and we will be able to tell
you what units will be wearing what and we will
go through a public relations campaign to show
the community what they can expect their
uniformed officers and semi-marked officers to
look like.

I think one thing that's significant
about this uniform is that the name is
embroidered so you can't take the name tag off.
The badge number will be embroidered so there
won't be a question as to the person's badge
number, and then our special —-— a lot of times
Gang Squad just gets a bad rap because our 30
Series officers which are semi-marked
plainclothes units, a lot of times people
perceive them to be Gang Squad and they just
blanketly call everything Gang Squad.

But we will have more clarity to what
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each entity will be wearing and once we have that
fully —— we've already made the acquisition. All
the uniforms just have not been distributed yet.

Once they are, we will plan a
presentation for the Board and have a full
pictorial so everybody will know what to expect
our officers to be wearing, and we hope to cut
down on the allegations of —— or at least make it
very clear who the police are and who the police
are not, so when you encounter somebody that's
representing themselves as the police, the
community will have a better understanding of
what the uniform of the day is.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, sir.
Commissioner White?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I had another
question in regard to the Gang Squad unit,
particularly as it relates to its presence in
Detroit Public Schools. 1Is that a permanent
presence or is that only a presence once
requested by an individual school?

SGT. JONES: Well, it's a request
requested by DPS. We are there on an as—-need
basis, but we do still actively patrol the

neighborhoods where kids walk to and from school
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and around the school, but in the interior it has
to be requested by DPS because they do have an
active police force.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank vyou.

COMMISSIONER McKISSIC: Commander
McKissic again. We coordinate with the Detroit
Public Schools. As soon as we came on board
under the control of the Tactical Support we met
with DPS and we coordinated efforts in a way that
—— they're not as large as they would like to be.
We're not as large as we would like to be, but we
work together in a cohesive operation in order to
try and address school-related issues and as
Sgt. Jones as stated, the interior of the school
is mostly their purview. And I'd just like to
thank Sgt. Jones for his presentation.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: We're not done
with the questions yet.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Okay, but I'd
also like to point something out. Sgt. Jones,
what were you doing this morning?

SGT. JONES: I was at a career day at
Coleman A. Young Elementary School and I had all
of the first grade, all of the kindergartners and

all of the preschoolers.
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CHIEF GODBEE: Good job.

SGT. JONES: Monumental task, but I
survived.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Sir, although we
go after the hardest of the hardest criminals, we
also have a community relations side to us. We
interact with the public in a friendlier basis.

The reputation of Gang Squad —-- you
know, sometimes that reputation doesn't
necessarily hurt you, but it's not always true.
We go and do hard work, work that others may
frown upon because we go towards the gunfire. We
go towards the most chaotic of situations.

That's what we get paid to do.

But we're all family members, we're all
vested into the city of Detroit. We live here,
we work here, we feel the citizens' needs and
concerns. My kids, they go to Detroit Public
Schools also. Hey?

And they mostly do what's right and
when they don't, the Gang Squad. Could I get the
Gang Squad people to stand up just for a second,
sir, just so they could be recognized? Some of
the hardest workers, all of our Gang Squad

officers.
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(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Two questions
that I have. One is are there cameras working —-
are there working cameras and microphones in the
cars or vehicles that Gang Squad use?

COMMANDER McKISSIC: We have working
cameras and microphones. Do all of them work all
of the time, unfortunately we're working on those
issues. Any time that they're not working, those
vehicles are sent to the facility to get those
vehicles repaired and there is a new fleet of
vehicles that should be coming in the very very
near future.

Matter of fact, we interact with our
vehicle maintenance officers on a daily basis.
They probably are tired of seeing my face, but we
must do so to keep our fleet up to speed.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Just so I'm
clear, I want to make sure we're clear on this.
Those members who are working Gang Enforcement
and their vehicles should have working cameras —-
and we understand equipment malfunctions, I'm not
talking about that —-- but they should have
working cameras and microphones?

COMMANDER McKISSIC: They should.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 313_567-8100
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COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Okay, great.
Secondly —— I'm sorry, Chief?
CHIEF GODBEE: Yes, sir. They do and

our capture rate for the department is around 75
to 80 percent. We are acquiring new technology
relative to audio and video capture, so we expect
to be compliant at the 94 percent capture rate
which will make us compliant from a Consent
Judgment standpoint, but we literally went from,
I think in July of '09, capturing maybe 10 or 15
percent through the leadership of Deputy Chief
Simenauer and his staff in the entire city,
our capture rate is about 75 to 80 percent now.
COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, sir.
And then I have one more and then Commissioner
Rivera and Commissioner White. Since you
mentioned about the Gang Enforcement group being
involved in community efforts, how would someone
or someone in the community contact you in an
effort to have you or someone else come back and
talk to the community in various areas?
COMMANDER McKISSIC: They can call
Tactical Support base at 596-6135, 596-6135 and
we have a 24-hour number manned at Gang

Enforcement at 237-2555, 237-2555.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
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COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you.
Commissioner Rivera?

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Commander
McKissic, I noticed when your officers stood up,
I didn't recall seeing any females or any
Hispanics in your unit. I know in Southwest
Detroit we will have a big gang problems.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: One of our best
intelligence officers happens to be Hispanic and
he's one of our -- and he happens to have
mastered -- but mastered, but he's our gang
expert as far as Southwest Detroit goes.

We do not have a female officer in the
operation at this time, but we'll welcome
applicants, we will take them all, big, fat,
small or tall. We want anyone in our Gang
Enforcement unit and we'll train them to get them
in the way that they need to be done.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Well, I recall
when I went in to visit the Southwest Precinct
they had quite an extensive chart of gang members
and I noticed that there was a female gang and
I'm surprised you wouldn't have —- a large female
gang, and I was surprised you wouldn't have women

and how many bilingual officers do you have?
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CHIEF GODBEE: And if I can, actually
the Commander doesn't decide who he gets, I do,
so I'm not going to put the Commander on the
spot, so that's not fair to him, and I'm not
going to sit and let him kind of wiggle on my
deployment and my personnel deployments.

To the extent that there are qualified
officers, we do not discriminate based on race,
sex or gender or any other issue. That would be
an EEO issue. If they are a qualified person or
individual that contractually put in for Gang
Enforcement and we have an opportunity to move
them there, we will do so, but we cannot do so
outside of the parameters of the contract.

So to the extent that that opportunity
presents itself, we will be glad to do so. In
the future if we have openings at Gang
Enforcement we will make sure that we actively
make sure that all members get an opportunity to
make application too.

Is Gang Squad a blue slip or seniority?

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Seniority.

CHIEF GODBEE: And when it's a
seniority-based position by transfer we have to

go by the senior member that's qualified.
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COMMANDER McKISSIC: You put that so
much more eloquently than I ever could.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Commissioner
White has a question.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Commander, I just
wanted to touch back to the police presence in
public schools and not just from a Detroit
perspective, but I look at it as a national
issue, where particularly young students of color
find themselves in the criminalization process
for acting out in school if you will.

I'm not talking about those who need to
be criminalized, they should be, but particularly
those who could be taking a different corrective
action, are there statistics taken in terms of
how many instances where we arrest someone from
our Detroit Public Schools from the Department's
perspective?

COMMANDER McKISSIC: I do not have
these statistics at this point. That's something
that we can look into. I know we have partnered
with the project Safe Passage with Monica Evans,
she's partnered with the ATF and we do have a
project at this time targeted mostly at Henry

Ford High School, and we did a very good
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operation about a month ago and all the students
that we came in contact with were referred to
various other agencies.

We're not looking to kick the kids out
of school. We're looking to keep them in school
and mentor them and direct them and problem solve
with them in any way, shape or form that we're
able to.

So I know we don't have statistics at
this time except that we will look into it and it
may be housed on the other side of the house.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And no fault to
the Department, but I really think as a whole our
urban public school systems can do a lot better
to remediate individuals' actions versus calling
the police as a first call of action.

I just think that's something we can
look at and I would be interested if we have
statistics or could gather data as it relates to
Detroit Police Department's arrest record over
the past two or three years.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Any other
questions? Thank you, sir, thank you for your
presentation.

COMMANDER McKISSIC: Thank you all and
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thank you, Chief, for helping your brother out.

DEPUTY CHIEF WELLS: We have one more
presentation from Lt. Vickie Yost, commanding
officer of the 8th Precinct and she will do a
very brief presentation.

LT. YOST: Good evening to the Board.
Good evening, Chief. I will make it short as I
know it's a late hour and it's hot.

The 8th Precinct encompasses 15.25
square miles and it is bounded on the west by
Westpoint —-- or Five Points, on the north by
Eight Mile Road, on the south by Fenkell and on
the east by the John C. Lodge until it connects
up with Schaefer, then we follow Schaefer south
to Fenkell.

Our current population is approximately
117,000. 1It's also the home to six elementary
schools, three middle schools and three high
schools. Other community assets are 200
churches, 400 businesses and seven nursing and
senior citizen homes.

Our Community Relations office offers
several programs to the community, one of which I
think you've heard before is Eddy the Evil Gun

safety program. We actually have our guys

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
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dressed up as mascots. They go into the
elementary schools and talk to kids about gun
safety and if they see a gun, not to touch it,
but to tell a responsible adult and to stay clear
of the area until a responsible adult takes
possession of that weapon.

We also have Project Sentry which is
gun violence prevention program in the 5th and
8th grades. 1It's more of a middle school aged
program where you actually try to deter kids from
becoming involved in youth wviolence.

Other youth programs are Cops Read to
Kids which is a pre-K and elementary school
program and it is the warm and fuzzy side of the
DPD where we go in and we read stories to kids
not police related, but safety related just so
they see us as their friend and approachable.

We also have a program Reality Check
which is a disciplinary program or boot camp.
It's run by one of our Community Relations
officers, Officer Townsend, for youths from 9 to
13 years of age.

That is for kids who are having trouble
in school, either discipline with their parents,

disciplinary issues at school or minor criminal
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offenses. We also have the Post 808 Law
Enforcement Explorers Program which is a
career-oriented program for kids who are on the
right path. Those kids are doing well in school,
those kids who are looking towards a career in
law enforcement and we want to encourage that and
develop that with our community.

We also have Operation Safe Passage
which I'm sure the Board is also familiar with
where we go in there in the mornings and
afternoons to provide special attention to the
bus routes, the bus stops and the schools as the
kids make their way to and from school.

We also have a Senior Awareness Program
which is a crime prevention program which informs
seniors about staying safe and alert. We also
educate them about cons and scans that are going
on with the senior community.

We have approximately 45 active and
organized community-based organizations and block
clubs. Our Community Relations officers interact
with them regarding neighborhood issues which are
often seen as quality of life issues.

Our BUWOAY, Business United With

Officers and Youth has been in existence since
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1994. We're currently revamping that and looking
for more businesses to join, so anybody here from
the business community, we welcome your
participation in that program.

We also have a B&E Follow-Up that we do
with people who are victims of home invasion
where we go to their home. We provide a security
survey at no cost. Things that they can do to
target harden their home that are low cost to
them if not no cost at all, but the survey from
the Police Department is free of charge.

We're also working on a false alarm
reduction program which is a comprehensive
program to reduce the number of false alarms
received. 99.1 percent of alarm runs in the city
of Detroit are false and this program aims at our
worst offenders who are chronic offenders and we
met with them, we reached out with them and met
with them in the business community to tell them
and give them tips on how not to activate their
alarm or trigger their alarm falsely.

Some statistical data we have is from
January 1, 2011 through April 30th, basically the
first quarter. Our arrest totals for the 8th

Precinct are 378 felony arrests, 280 misdemeanors
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and 31 juveniles detained for felony crimes.

In that same first quarter we seized
101 handguns, 22 long guns for a total of 123
guns which is about a gun a day or a little bit
more.

This should not surprise you being the
more populous district in the city. Our calls for
service in the first quarter of this year are
10,945. That's a lot.

Our future endeavors -- and I know I'm
going fast, but I'm trying to respect your time
—— future endeavors, we are working on
reorganizing our Community Relations Department.
We want to assign a specific officer to a
specific geographic community so that people
don't have to call and ask for a Community
Relations Officer, they can ask for their
Community Relations officer and we want to
install that team concept where that officer can
work with a Traffic Officer from our Precinct and
they can work with a Special Operations car from
our Precinct so we can immediately address the
concerns that the community brings forward.

The important part of that is going to

be that we go back and we tell the community what
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we've done with their complaint and their
information. A lot of times the community has
great intelligence that has led to some really
wonderful work, wonderful arrests from the Police
Department and we want to make sure that we
encourage that and make it a more efficient
process for the citizens, and I think I will end

it on that.

CHIEF GODBEE: Great job.
(APPLAUSE.)
LT. YOST: Any questions?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Any questions?
No, ma'am.

LT. YOST: I do have a community award
to present.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: We will be —-

LT. YOST: You're going to be doing
that? Okay.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Yes, ma'am, so
we'll call you up a little bit later. Chief,
anything else?

CHIEF GODBEE: No, sir. Thank vyou,
Mr. Chair.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, sir.

At this time we are going to move to grants and
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I'm going to ask if Commissioner White will read
a grant that's been submitted for approval.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: As it relates to
the request to apply for a COPS Hiring Program,
CHP Grant, for the United States Department of
Justice's Office of Community-Oriented Policing
Services.

The United States Department of
Justice's Office of Community-Oriented Policing
Services has announced that they are accepting
applications for their COPS Hiring Program, CHP.
This program provides funding directly to law
enforcement agencies to hire and/or re-hire
career law enforcement officers in an effort to
create and preserve jobs and to increase their
community policing capacity and crime prevention
efforts.

This CHP Grant provides funding for
three years, 36 months, for each position
awarded. At the conclusion of the federal
funding, CHP grantees are required to retain all
officer positions awarded for at least 12 months
from the time that the 36 months of grant funding
for each CHP position expires.

There is no local match or cap on the
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amount of funding that can be requested. The
number of officers to be hired and federal
funding to be requested is still being determined
at this time.

Currently a program is being developed
that will be in compliance with the guidelines of
the grant. In the event that approval is granted
to apply and the award is received, Lt. Pastella
Williams of Recruiting would serve as the
Project Director.

The deadline for this application is
May 25, 2011. ©Upon his body's approval, the
Detroit City Council would be requested to adopt
a resolution supporting this grant.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Motion to
approve.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Support.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: It's been
properly moved and supported to approve the
Department to apply for this grant. Any
questions?

Hearing and seeing none, all those in
favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: All those
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opposed? Motion carries.

At this time we want to honor one of
the citizens from this community who has done
some just outstanding work and we're going to ask
if Ms. Finese Roberts is here, so could you come
to the podium, Ms. Roberts, and Commissioner
White has a —-- actually we have several
presentations for you, but Commissioner White
will read first for us. Thank you, sir.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Ms. Finese
Roberts, a resolution honoring.

WHEREAS, Ms. Roberts has been a
lifetime resident of the city of Detroit, she is
a stand-up citizen and an active member in her
community. Ms. Roberts has helped to assure safe
passage to school for children and residents of
the 8th Precinct, and
WHEREAS Ms. Roberts has been committed to the
growth and stability of her community. She's an
active member of the Coyle Street Block Club and
serves as president.

In addition to her current community
involvement Ms. Roberts has served in various
leadership positions that led her to mentoring

mothers and children to enhance their qualities

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
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of becoming productive citizens.

Moreover, her community involvement has
extended to serving as the EEO, Equal Employment
Opportunity Coordinator with the U.S. Postal
Service and
WHEREAS, Ms. Roberts is active in her
neighborhood and the qualities displayed by her
not only rival her sincerity and devotion, but
also emphasize her loyalty in assisting the
Detroit Police Department.

An example of this is her participation
as an active member of the 8th Precinct Community
Council which she has served as organization
President, Vice-President and current
Vice-Community Chairperson. This Organization
provides a valuable service by coordinating
efforts of appreciation for our law enforcement
officers and
WHEREAS, Mr. Roberts serves in many capacities.
She has participated in community service
activities such as Angel's Night and Police
Week's National Night Out. She consistently goes
above and beyond the call of duty.

Now, therefore be it resolved that the

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on
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behalf of the Detroit Police Department and the
citizens of Detroit recognize and honor the
community spirit of Ms. Finese F. Roberts, her
commitment to volunteerism and improving the
quality of life for the citizens of the 8th
Precinct and the entire city of Detroit merit our
highest regard.

We thank and congratulate you,

Ms. Finese F. Roberts, signed the Detroit Board
of Police Commissioners and adopted by the Board
of Police Commissioners May 11, 2011.
Congratulations.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: We also have a
presentation from the Chief, Ms. Roberts.

CHIEF GODBEE: And Lt. Yost, if you
want to join me also so immediately following we
can make another presentation.

Ms. Roberts, thank you so much for your
service in your community. You are a shining
example —-- yes, ma'am -- and they love you too
and they love you and they love what you do for
us.

Community policing is —-— we are trying

to make it a hallmark of our leadership as a
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leadership team and you are the perfect example
of what community policing means, so thank you so
much.

And the Detroit Police Department
presents this Certificate of Recognition to you,
Ms. Roberts, resident of the city of Detroit in
appreciation of your contribution. Your
involvement in the community and service to the
City of Detroit demonstrate a spirit and
commitment that is worthy of recognition. This
is presented to you dated May 12, 2001 signed by
myself.

Thank you so much, ma'am.

(APPLAUSE.)

CHIEF GODBEE: Lt. Vicky Yost,
Commanding Officer of the 8th Precinct has a
presentation for you also.

LT. YOST: Thank you. I want to bring
up Commander Lewis, Officer Childrey Sims and
Officer Knox. They're our Community Relations
because these are who work with her. I'm going
to read the award.

Spirit of Detroit Award from City
Council. It is presented herewith as an

expression of the gratitude and esteem of the
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citizens of Detroit to Ms. Finese F. Roberts in
recognition of exceptional achievement,
outstanding leadership and dedication to
improving the quality of life.

It's signed by all nine Council
Members. We truly do appreciate all your efforts
and all your hard work.

(APPLAUSE.)

LT. YOST: Would you like to have some
remarks?

MS. ROBERTS: I feel kind of guilty
accepting this because it's a pleasure to do what
I do for the officers. I love the officers.
I've served as Chairperson for the police
officers' luncheon for a little over 15 years.

We have a luncheon where we honor you
at the Northwestern 6th and 8th District. 1In
fact, this Friday the 20th we'll start feeding
our officers around 11 AM and we will not stop
feeding them until about 2 AM.

I would like for —-- I have part of my
committee here. Would my committee please stand
up? Come on, ladies.

(APPLAUSE.)

MS. ROBERTS: We have a grill in the
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back where they will be grilling chicken. We
have fish frying, they will be frying fish. We
have the roll call room set up where we have a
buffet luncheon that consists of -- well, we'll
say fried chicken, baked chicken, macaroni and
cheese, greens, green beans, salad, tossed salad,
fruit salad and all types of good things.

This i1s how we love our officers and
this is what we do for them.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Amen.

MS. ROBERTS: This is what we do. We
love you, we appreciate you. You don't get your
rightful dues often enough and we try just one
day —— it's not enough —-- but this is how we try
to serve you one day because you serve us 365
days a year. We appreciate you, we love you, we
love what you do.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou,

Ms. Roberts. This is absolutely one of the
favorite parts of the meetings for us that we get
the chance to recognize those who labor hard and
diligently within the community on behalf of the
Detroit Police Department and we want to thank

you, ladies, and the Northwest District for all
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the work that you do, kudos for all of you and
certainly we salute you tonight and God bless you
again.

At this time —-- give them a hand, amen.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: At this time I
will entertain a motion to receive in our
archives the resolution for Ms. Roberts as well
as for those who are retiring from the Detroit
Police Department, Ret. Lt. Jevestine
Coleman—-Morris, Ret. Sgt. Ingrid Smiley, Ret. DC
Gail Wilson-Turner and Ret. Sgt. Roy Jopes.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: So moved.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Second.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: It's been
properly moved and supported. All those in
favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: All those
opposed? Motion carried. And, again, we want to
congratulate those officers who have retired.
It's an honor for us to be able to give these
resolutions because for us it's a testament to
God's favor on your life and your hard work and

your training that you can retire with good




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/12/2011

Page

faculty and good health and enjoy the rest of
your life, so we salute you tonight as well.

Absolutely, give them a hand.

(APPLAUSE.)

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Lt. Bliss, are
you here? You can come at this time to give an
overview. Thank you, sir.

LT. BLISS: Good evening,
Commissioners, Chief Godbee. I'm Lt. Mark Bliss
from Planning & Accreditation.

Our job is to make policy for the
Police Department. Today I'm presenting to you
for your review and approval Directive 403.5,
Drug and Alcohol Abuse. There's only been a
minor change to it. We just included the Medical
Marijuana Act into our policy. Other than that,
everything else ——- there's other just minor
grammatical corrections.

The policy will be posted on the City's
website under the Civil Rights Integrity Bureau
page and also will be posted at each
District/Precinct for two weeks for approval and
comments.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank you, sir.

In addition to that —-- any questions first of all
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for Lt. Bliss? Any questions from the
Commissioners? Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I would ask a
question. As it relates to individuals who may
fall under this particular act, the Medical
Marijuana Act, what provisions do we have in
place in terms of an individual's ability -- and
maybe not just medical marijuana, but other drugs
that might impact their ability to serve, is
there a firewall, if you will, in place?

LT. BLISS: Yes. For something like
medical marijuana, they have to —- first they
have to have the requirements through the State.
They have to bring that card to Police Medical
and then they will be guided by Police Medical.

In certain cases they will have a
fitness for duty and it will be up to Police
Medical on how they want to handle that situation
for that member.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: Thank you, sir.
At this time, I want to entertain a motion
because there are other policy directives that we
need to act on, Directive 101.9 regarding special
purpose committees, Directive 102.5 regarding

awards, Directive 304.6 regarding training, these
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have been posted on the police website for the
past 30 days and so the public has had an
opportunity to review these policies as well and
I would entertain a motion to approve all four
directives.

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: So moved.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Support.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: It's been
properly moved and —— I will withdraw, let me
withdraw that and we will do Directive 101.9 just
for the record, make sure we're clear. We will
consider Directive 101.9, Directive 102.5 and
Directive 304.6.

Is there a motion to adopt those?

COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Motion to adopt.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Support.

COMMISSIONER WARFTIELD: It's been
properly moved and supported. Any gquestions?
All those in favor-?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: The motion
carries. Also lastly at last Thursday's meeting
we read into the record a grant request to accept
an increase in the Safe Communities Grant as

relates to underage drinking for the fiscal year
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of 2010/2011. Since we did not have a quorum, we
do need to vote, officially vote on that.

Is there a motion to approve?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Mr. Chair, I don't
think we read it into the record last week.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: While we are
looking for that grant I do want to announce that
our next meeting will be Thursday, May 19, 2011,
3 PM, 1300 Beaubien, Police Headquarters.

We will read that grant at our next
meeting next Thursday, okay? All right, any
questions or comments from the Commissioners.

All right, ladies and gentlemen, that
concludes our meeting for tonight. I will -— I'm
SOrry.

FROM THE AUDIENCE: Our people are here
from 23 Mile Road. Would it be possible for them
to come up at this time?

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: If it's the
pleasure of the Board, we can allow two minutes
for those —— we will extend it for two minutes,
SO you may come up at this time.

Is that at the pleasure of the Board,
without objection? Okay, you can come at the

time.
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MS. McCANTS: I'm sorry, I did have my
turn. My name is Yolanda McCants, but what I
forgot to mention is that one of our community
comrades passed away this past week, Marvin
Petty, who originally was from the 7th Precinct
which is the south end of our district. Also he
was the president of the Field Street Block Club
and he will be funeralized on tomorrow at Swanson
Funeral Home at 11:30.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Which location?

MS. McCANTS: At the East Grand
Boulevard location, so I'm not sure —— I happened
to be downtown at the city county meeting and
found out, so I've been trying to pass the word
along.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: And could you
make sure that Yolonda Caudle has any
information. Thank you.

Yes, ma'am, thank you, you may come at
this time. First of all, thank you for your
journey.

MS. THOMPKINS: I just want to let you
know I'm a lifetime resident of the city of
Detroit. I have an 18-year-old —-

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: I'm sorry, I
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need you to say your name.

MS. THOMPKINS: I'm sorry. My name is
Angelina Thompkins, lifetime resident of the city
of Detroit. I love Detroit's finest. I respect,
honor and appreciate everything you do for us,
but in certain situations such as last night, 1
o'clock this morning, I have an 18-year—-old son
that I always advise not to walk the street
because of the things I think may happen.

He walked the street unfortunately
going to the gas station. One of your officers
pulled him over, they abused him and beat him.
They patted him down, they asked him where was
the guns and the drugs at. My son doesn't have
drugs, guns or anything.

They patted him down, proceeded to beat
on him. My son is sitting back here. His eyes
is closed shut. His jaw was shut, you know. The
officer after he beat him and let him know that
he was a martial arts artist, he put him in the
car, took him a few blocks over from where he got
patted down at and let him out and told him to go
about his way, you know. No ticket, no arrest,
no anything.

So I don't know who to believe. I
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don't know if my son was doing anything wrong or
not because you didn't write him up, you didn't
take him in, but he does come home abused and
beat like this. I have moved my son to Harrison
Township to prevent things like that, whether it
be the police or the next door neighbor that's
selling drugs.

I don't want him in this kind of
situation and I thought I was trying to do a
better thing. Not to say Detroit is the worst,
but at the same time we know what's going on.
Until we can get a handle on our city and do some
things better for our young males and let them be
able to walk the streets, I don't want him
walking the streets down here.

But this was like my worst nightmare to
have an officer, someone that was supposed to
protect and serve him, beat and abuse him and
drop him off as though he was a piece of meat.

I'm very furious, you know. I took him
to the hospital to get him seen. Thank God,
praise God that he's all right, you know, no
permanent damage, but we just can't have these
kind of things. Emotionally it's hard for him to

sit in here with a room full of police officers
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because he doesn't know who's going to come after
him, who knows what's going on.

It's scary to walk the city of Detroit
and know that the drug dealer or the person next
to you may hurt you, but the officer, this is a
crying shame and I'm pleading to you guys,
anybody, to hear my story and watch out for my
son and the next young man that is walking the
Street.

I don't know what to tell you. I'm
shaking, I'm just furiated [sic]. So with that
being said, I just ask you guys to look into it.

I have contacted Internal Affairs, as
many people as I can to hear my story. I don't
think we need to blast Detroit in the news any
more. We see it every day. We see the hard work
the officers do.

I cry when the officer is getting shot
by some senseless crime, but also crying for my
son when he's getting beat for something
senseless that he didn't do or, you know, he
can't even get accused of, so I don't know what
he did.

I'm just pleading with you guys, please

just talk to our officers. We're all not
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criminals just because we're black, young, we're
not criminals. We're trying to live a day.

I go to work every day. I try to get
him to do the right thing, so I don't want this
kind of situation. He could have been dead.

So I'm pleading with you, please look
into this and look into your officers and just
warn them. You're all here to do a job and we
want to help you do that job. I don't want to be
treated as criminals.

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Ms. Thompkins,
two things. I have something to say and then the
Chief certainly has something to say as well.

I'm going to ask if you would speak
with the person from our Office of Investigations
and they will talk to you immediately after the
meeting and get all the pertinent information and
we'll look into it from our side, and first of
all, let me say thank you again for making the
journey and we certainly understand your
nervousness just standing and speaking, but
again, speaking on behalf of your child.

And certainly our hearts go out to you
and to you, young man. Certainly we will look

into this and we will do everything that we can
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to make sure that we get to the bottom of it.

And I'm going to ask that the Chief
will make a comment as well.

CHIEF GODBEE: Ms. Thompkins, first of
all, if things happened as you say they did, I
have no problem saying I'm sorry if our officers
did what you said they did. I do have a
question.

Was this a uniform unit, marked unit or
plainclothes?

MS. THOMPKINS: Uniform and luckily he
had a friend that was able to take the license
plate of the police car so there's no other way
of identifying them but the license plate for the
car.

CHIEF GODRBEE: Okay, Commander Stair,
are you here? Commander Brian Stair who is our
Internal Affairs Unit, he will speak with you
also, but actually he needs to speak with your
son. He's of age.

MS. THOMPKINS: Yes, he is.

CHIEF GODBEE: And he needs to really
speak to this, so Commander Stair will be talking
to your son and we will investigate it fully.

And when I get preliminary information, I'1ll
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report to the Board by next week.
MS. THOMPKINS: Thank vyou.
COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: Thank vyou,
Ms. Thompkins. Again, thank you, ladies and
gentlemen, for coming to the meeting tonight. At

this time, I'll entertain a motion to adjourn the
meeting.
COMMISSIONER WHITE: So moved.
COMMISSIONER RIVERA: Second.
COMMISSIONER WARFIELD: It's been

properly moved and supported. All those in

favor?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

CHIEF GODBEE: Motion carries. Thank
you, ladies and gentlemen. We'll see you next
week.

(Proceedings concluded at
7:51 p.m.)
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this is a full, true, complete and correct

transcription of said proceedings.

DALE E. ROSE,

CSR-0087
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