


About Police Commissioner Bernard and the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners 

Linda D. Bernard is the only African-American

attorney to argue and win three precedent-setting 
cases in the Michigan Supreme Court- one saving 
the City millions of dollars and the other two 
providing new financial benefits and privileges to 
all Michigan workers. She is also the only attorney 
on the Board of Police Commissioners. 

A graduate of WSU's Monteith Honors College 
and Law School, Bernard is also the first African 
American to earn a Masters of Law degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School. She also 
holds certifications from several institutions, 
including The Harvard Business School. 

Her career spans the public and private sectors. As 
President and CEO of Wayne County 
Neighborhood Legal Services, Bernard founded 
law centers that served HIV-positive persons, 
seniors, youth and ex-offenders, as well as the 
largest Mediation, Housing Placement, and 
Domestic Violence centers in the state. 

Bernard has served on more than 25 boards, 
including the Eastern Michigan University Board of 
Regents, Black Family Development, Detroit 
Regional Chamber of Commerce's CEO 
Roundtable, and Wayne County Head-Start Policy. 

A multi-media personality, Bernard is a fellow of the 
Michigan State Bar Association and has received 
more than 100 awards including the Michigan Bar's 
Highest Honor, the Champion of Justice Award. 

District 2 residents elected Bernard in a November 
2020 special election to fill a vacancy and re-
elected her in 2021. District 2 includes the 12th 
Precinct, as well as parts of the 2nd, 8th and 10th 
precincts. 

Having also served as Chief Legal Counsel to the 
BOPC, Bernard attended her first meeting as a 
Police Commissioner on December 3, 2020. 

The Board of Police Commissioners (BOPC)
is comprised of 11 members. Seven are elected by 
districts like City Council members, and four are at­
large mayoral appointees approved by Council. All 
11 Board members serve without compensation as 
a vital civilian board to help ensure police powers 
and practices comply with Constitutional 
protections and community policing standards. 

The 1974 City Charter first established a civilian 
oversight board. The BOPC derives its current 
powers and duties from the 2012 Charter, which 
strengthened independent, citizen oversight. 

Authority: The Board has supervisory control and
oversight of the Police Department. 

Meeting Schedule: The Board is required to
meet at least once each week but may vote to 
recess during the Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year holidays. All meetings are held in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 

Specific Duties: 

■ Establish policies, rules and regulations in
consultation with the Chief of Police, and with
the approval of the Mayor

■ Review and approve the departmental budget
before its submission to the Mayor

■ Receive and resolve any complaint concerning
the operation of the Police Department except
those involving criminality

■ Act as final authority in imposing or reviewing
discipline of employees of the department

■ Make an annual report to the Mayor, Council,
and the public of the department's activities
during the previous year, including the handling
of crime and complaints, and of future plans

Other Board Responsibilities: 

Staff:* The Board appoints a Board Secretary and 
a Chief Investigator, along with other investigators 
to handle citizen complaints against police/DPD. 

Chief of Police: Whenever the Chief of Police
position becomes vacant, the Board is responsible 
for conducting a professional search to identify 
qualified candidates. The Board submits a list of 
the final candidates to the Mayor, who makes the 
appointment subject to City Council approval. 

Police Personnel: The Board appoints a civilian
as Director of Police Personnel. The Board also 
approves all promotions made within the DPD. 

Office of the Chief Investigator (OCI): OCI
investigates citizen complaints against police and 
other DPD staff and reports findings to the Board. 

Contact OCI to file a complaint against police 
officers or any other Police Department employee: 

Call: 

Office: 313-596-2499 Fax: 313-596-2482 

Online: 
www.detroitmi.gov/BOPC 

By Letter or In Person: 
900 Merrill Plaisance, Detroit Ml 48203 

The Detroit Board of Police Commissioners 
meets weekly on Thursday at 3 p.m. at Detroit 

Public Safety Headquarters, 1301 Third Avenue, 
except for the second Thursday of the month 

when it holds community meetings at 6:30 p.m. 
in various locations. For meeting schedules, 

videos, minutes, Zoom and other information, 

visit www.detroitmi.gov/BOPC 

*All Board appointments are civilian and serve at the pleasure of the Board. 
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